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In recognition of these important efforts to combat digestive diseases, the 
Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 94, has designated the week beginning Ante, p. 71. 
May 12, 1985, as "National Digestive Diseases Awareness Week" and has 
authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation calling for 
observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of May 12, 1985, as National Di
gestive Diseases Awareness Week. I urge the people of the United States 
and educational, philanthropic, scientific, medical, and health care organi
zations and professionals to participate in appropriate ceremonies to en
courage further research into the causes and cures of all types of digestive 
disorders so as to alleviate the suffering of their victims. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 

" ' • " :::. RONALDREAGAN 

Proclamation 5343 of May 21,1985 

National Maritime Day, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America . - , 
A Proclamation 
The restructuring of the Nation's maritime policy and regulations to create 
an environment in which our shipping industry can prosper is of great im
portance to the United States. 

Since its birth as a Nation, the United States has relied on the oceans for 
commerce and as avenues for the protection of national interests. The 
United States is truly a maritime power by necessity. 

Maritime power has two principal components. One component, the Navy 
and the Coast Guard, guards America's free use of the seas while the other 
component, the Merchant Marine, supports trade with nations and, in an 
emergency, becomes a part of our military establishment—integral with our 
military forces. 

This role of our civilian mariners is not new. In World War II, virtually 
every serviceman who saw action against the enemy was transported over
seas by ship. In Vietnam, more than 90 percent of the war material utilized 
in that conflict went by sea. 

Our brave merchant seamen took their place alongside the fighting men of 
our armed services in combat against a determined enemy. In World War 
II, from December 1941 to August 1945, the United States lost 5,638 mer
chant seamen aboard 733 ships sunk by submarines. Through the first part 
of 1943, the casualty rate among U.S. merchant seamen was greater than in 
all the armed services. 

To maintain America's maritime power this Administration has advocated 
that a number of steps be taken by government, industry, and labor: 

—^Maintenance of a superior Navy, Marine Corps, and a highly capable 
Coast Guard. A superior Navy is required to protect merchant ships in time 
of emergency, in recognition of the critical nature of their military and eco
nomic cargoes. 
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