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Burrell of Little Falls, New York, a patent for the first technically sound oil 
burner—a furnace that could burn liquid and gaseous fuels. By 1893 oil 
burners were used for the first time in major public exhibit buildings at the 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago. By the 1970s, oil burner technology had 
been adapted to the heating needs of more than 15 million Americans, pro­
viding comfort for homes, schools, businesses, and factories. 

There is hardly an area of the Nation where this great resource has not 
been a critical development factor. The oil heat industry is, and always has 
been, made up of a large and diverse group of competitive small business­
es, many of which are in the forefront of the new energy-efficient technol­
ogies of the 1980s. They are helping develop higher-efficiency oil heat, new 
conservation techniques, solar heating, and other technologies. 

In recognition of the many thousands of men and women who have contrib­
uted to this important industry in our Nation over the past 100 years, the 

Ante, p. 496. Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 115, has designated 1985 as "Oil Heat 
Centennial Year" and authorized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation to commemorate this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim 1985 as Oil Heat Centennial Year. I call 
upon the people of the United States to observe the occasion with appropri­
ate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5385 of October 11,1985 

Learning Disabilities Awareness Month, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The crowning wonder of our marvelous universe is the human brain. This 
organ of awesome complexity usually functions so dependably that 
thoughts can be transmitted from one person to another across the centur­
ies, across the barriers of language, custom, and place. In all our daily 
transactions, we assume that others will comprehend and respond to the 
symbols of logic and language that are processed through the instrumentali­
ty of the brain. 

Yet many Americans do not always find our language, numbers, and sym­
bols natural and logical. They exhibit learning disabilities. In a sense, they 
are most aware of the deep complexity of our mental processes, for they 
must struggle to make the connections that, for most of us, are effortless 
habits. 

While science still knows little about the biochemical and structural differ­
ences in brain function that may account for the various anomalies we call 
learning disabilities, our educators are finding alternative methods of teach­
ing which help the learning disabled enjoy a greater use of their mental po­
tential despite the difficulties they may face in reading, calculating, and 
other forms of mentation and expression. Meanwhile, scientific observation 
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of the difficulties and the successes of learning-disabled persons is helping 
researchers gain greater understanding of both the learning process and the 
functioning of the brain. 

Awareness of learning disabilities is one of the most important advances in 
education in recent years. As more and more Americans become aware, 
our citizens with learning disabilities will have even greater opportunity to 
lead full and productive lives and to make a contribution to our society. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 287, has designated the month of Ante, p. 489. 
October 1985 as "Learning Disabilities Awareness Month" and has author­
ized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in honor of this 
observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of October 1985 as Learning Dis­
abilities Awareness Month, and I call upon all Americans to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5386 of October 11,1985 

National Down Syndrome Month, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Over the past decade, Americans have become increasingly aware of the 
accomplishments and the potential of the developmentally disabled. No­
where has this become more evident than in the changed attitudes and per­
ceptions regarding Down Syndrome. 

Just a few short years ago, this condition carried with it the stigma of hope­
less mental retardation. There were few options available other than insti­
tutionalization or other forms of custodial care. Today, great progress has 
been made on all fronts. Through advances in medical science, the basis for 
the condition has been uncovered, raising hopes for eventual prevention. 
Already, treatment can minimize the effects of the condition and increase 
the life span of people with Down Syndrome. 

Through the efforts of concerned physicians, teachers, and parent groups, 
such as the National Down Syndrome Congress, programs are being put 
into place to assure access to appropriate medical treatment, education, re­
habilitation, and employment. Such programs can have a dramatic impact 
on the lives of those with this disorder, respecting their intrinsic worth as 
individuals and maximizing the contributions they can make to society. 
These efforts include developing special education classes within the con­
text of mainstream school programs; providing vocational training in prepa­
ration for competitive employment in the work force; and preparing young 
adults with Down Syndrome for independent living. 

In addition, parents of babies with Down Syndrome are receiving the edu­
cation and support they need to understand this condition and acquire new 
hope for the future of their children. We must work together to increase the 
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