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tional, philanthropic, scientific, medical, and health care organizations and 
professionals to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and pro
grams. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5388 of October 11,1985 

Myasthenia Gravis Awareness Week, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Myasthenia gravis is a harrowing neuromuscular disorder that enfeebles as 
many as 250,000 of our citizens, most of them in their prime years. It debili
tates strength and destroys vigor. Extreme muscle weakness and abnormal 
fatigue weigh down its victims, sapping their ability to stand, to walk, to 
pick up a glass and drink from it, and—in critical cases—even to breathe. 

Myasthenia gravis can strike anyone at any time. While its exact cause is 
unknown, scientists have found evidence that a chemical needed to stimu
late muscle movement is somehow blocked, leaving muscles unable to con
tract. Such new knowledge suggests the possibility of one day preventing 
myasthenia gravis by replenishing the missing chemical and restoring the 
transmission of nerve impulses. To this end, scientists supported by the 
Federal government's National Institute of Neurological and Communicative 
Disorders and Stroke and by private voluntary groups—notably the Myas
thenia Gravis Foundation, Inc., and the Muscular Dystrophy Association— 
are diligently investigating the basic neurological processes that underlie 
voluntary movement. Studies of immune system function are also underway 
to help scientists understand why myasthenia gravis patients seem more 
susceptible than others to infections. 

Thanks to previous investigations, several drugs have been developed that 
can help many myasthenia gravis patients regain muscle strength and 
resume a fairly normal life. More research is needed, however, to find ways 
of liberating patients and their families from rigid medication schedules and 
from the side effects that accompany long-term drug use. 

To acquaint the public with the tragedy of myasthenia gravis and the hope 
that research holds for eliminating this disorder, the Congress, by Senate 
Joint Resolution 183, has designated the week of October 6, 1985, through Ante, p. 517. 
October 12, 1985, as "Myasthenia Gravis Awareness Week" and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning October 6, 1985, as My
asthenia Gravis Awareness Week. I call upon all government agencies, 
health organizations, communications media, and people of the United 
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5389 of October 11,1985 i-i 

National Housing Week, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

A gratifying sign of our continuing economic upswing is the greatly im
proved housing picture. The strength and ingenuity of private enterprise, the 
efficiency and liquidity of our capital markets, and sound government poli
cies have brought decent and affordable housing to the overwhelming ma
jority of Americans. The opportunity to own a home or to live in decent 
rental housing strengthens the family, the community, and the Nation. It 
gives individual Americans a stake in the local community and encourages 
responsible political involvement. 

Since World War II, the housing industry has made an immense contribu
tion to the economic prosperity of the United States. It has created millions 
of productive jobs, creating demand for goods and services, and generated 
billions of dollars in tax revenues. 
Shelter is one of the most basic human needs, and therefore encouraging 
the production of decent affordable housing must be a primary concern at 
all levels of government. It is, then, fitting to reaffirm our national commit
ment to livable housing and family home ownership and to recognize the 
multiple economic benefits engendered by the current housing recovery. 

Ante, p. 518. The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 197, has designated the week be
ginning October 6, 1985, through October 13, 1985, as "National Housing 
Week" and authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation 
in observance of this event. 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning October 6, 1985, as Na
tional Housing Week. I call upon the Governors, Mayors of our cities, and 
people of this Nation to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5390 of October 15,1985 

National Forest Products Week, 1985 ^̂ uri j - ? 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

From the dense stands of hardwoods in New England to the towering red
woods of California, America has been blessed with an abundance of for-
estland. There is much to praise in the beauty of our forests and much to be 
thankful for. John Muir once said of the forests of America that they "must 
have been a great delight to God; for they were the best He ever planted." 
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