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Proclamation 5401 of October 28, 1985 

National Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Awareness Month, 
1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS], the sudden and unexpected death of 
apparently healthy babies, is the major cause of death of infants between 
the ages of one month and one year. Between 5,000 and 6,000 babies die of 
SIDS annually in the United States. Most die unobserved in their sleep. De
spite two decades of aggressive biomedical and behavioral research, sup
ported in large part by the Federal government, the exact cause of SIDS re
mains elusive. From what we have learned through research, choking, ne
glect, infection, and heredity have been ruled out as probable causes, and 
today the syndrome is attributed to a combination of subtle physiological 
deficiencies in the infant. 

The parents and families of SIDS victims frequently experience intense and 
traumatic grief, often accompanied by unwarranted feelings of guilt that 
can result in psychosocial and even physical problems. It is extremely im
portant that the facts about SIDS be widely disseminated and understood 
in order to banish myths and misconceptions. By working together, parents, 
schools, private and voluntary organizations, and government at all levels 
can bring about a greater public understanding of this tragic syndrome. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 322, has designated the month of Ante, p. 561. 
October 1985, as "National Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Awareness 
Month" and authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation 
in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of October 1985, as National 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Awareness Month. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-eighth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and tenth, 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5402 of October 30, 1985 

National Foster Grandparent Month, 1985 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
This year, we celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the Foster Grandparent 
Program. In its first year of operation, 782 foster grandparents carried out 33 
projects in 27 States. Today, some 19,000 foster grandparents are serving 
some 65,000 children through 245 projects in all 50 States, Puerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands, and the District of Columbia. The program, which has 
achieved both great success and great acceptance, is administered by 
ACTION, a Federal agency that promotes voluntarism. 
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