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1941, to send a new certificate of entitlement of a State 
to Representatives, if such a certificate had been sent 
prior to Nov. 15, 1941, under provisions of section 2a of 
this title. 

§ 2c. Number of Congressional Districts; number 
of Representatives from each District 

In each State entitled in the Ninety-first Con-
gress or in any subsequent Congress thereafter 
to more than one Representative under an ap-
portionment made pursuant to the provisions of 
section 2a(a) of this title, there shall be estab-
lished by law a number of districts equal to the 
number of Representatives to which such State 
is so entitled, and Representatives shall be 
elected only from districts so established, no 
district to elect more than one Representative 
(except that a State which is entitled to more 
than one Representative and which has in all 
previous elections elected its Representatives at 
Large may elect its Representatives at Large to 
the Ninety-first Congress). 

(Pub. L. 90–196, Dec. 14, 1967, 81 Stat. 581.) 

§§ 3, 4. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section 3, act Aug. 8, 1911, ch. 5, § 3, 37 Stat. 14, which 
related to election by districts, expired by its own limi-
tation on enactment of Reapportionment Act of June 
18, 1929, ch. 28, § 22, 46 Stat. 21 (section 2a of this title). 
It was not restated in act June 18, 1929, providing for 
reapportionment under Fifteenth Census, and hence it 
was not applicable thereto. See Wood v. Brown, 1932 (53 
S. Ct. 1, 287 U.S. 1, 77 L. Ed. 131). 

Section 4, act Aug. 8, 1911, ch. 5, § 4, 37 Stat. 14, which 
related to additional Representatives at large, expired 
by its own limitation on enactment of Reapportion-
ment Act of June 18, 1929, ch. 28, § 22, 46 Stat. 21 (section 
2a of this title). It was not restated in act June 18, 1929, 
providing for reapportionment under Fifteenth Census, 
and hence it was not applicable thereto. See Wood v. 

Brown, 1932 (53 S. Ct. 1, 287 U.S. 1, 77 L. Ed. 131). 

§ 5. Nominations for Representatives at large 

Candidates for Representative or Representa-
tives to be elected at large in any State shall be 
nominated in the same manner as candidates for 
governor, unless otherwise provided by the laws 
of such State. 

(Aug. 8, 1911, ch. 5, § 5, 37 Stat. 14.) 

§ 6. Reduction of representation 

Should any State deny or abridge the right of 
any of the male inhabitants thereof, being twen-
ty-one years of age, and citizens of the United 
States, to vote at any election named in the 
amendment to the Constitution, article 14, sec-
tion 2, except for participation in the rebellion 
or other crime, the number of Representatives 
apportioned to such State shall be reduced in 
the proportion which the number of such male 
citizens shall have to the whole number of male 
citizens twenty-one years of age in such State. 

(R.S. § 22.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 22 derived from act Feb. 2, 1872, ch. 11, § 6, 17 
Stat. 29. 

§ 7. Time of election 

The Tuesday next after the 1st Monday in No-
vember, in every even numbered year, is estab-

lished as the day for the election, in each of the 
States and Territories of the United States, of 
Representatives and Delegates to the Congress 
commencing on the 3d day of January next 
thereafter. 

(R.S. § 25; Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 130, § 6, 18 Stat. 400; 
June 5, 1934, ch. 390, § 2, 48 Stat. 879.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 25 derived from act Feb. 2, 1872, ch. 11, § 3, 17 
Stat. 28. 

The second sentence of this section, which was based 
on section 6 of the act Mar. 3, 1875 and made this sec-
tion inapplicable to any State that had not yet changed 
its day of election and whose constitution required an 
amendment to change the day of election of its State 
officers, was omitted. 

AMENDMENTS 

1934—Act June 5, 1934, substituted ‘‘3d day of Janu-
ary’’ for ‘‘fourth day of March’’. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS 

The first section of Amendment XX to the Constitu-
tion provides: ‘‘The terms of Senators and Representa-
tives [shall end] at noon on the 3d day of January, of 
the years in which such terms would have ended if this 
article had not been ratified; and the terms of their 
successors shall then begin.’’ 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Time for election of Representatives, see Const. Art. 
I, § 4, cl. 1. 

§ 8. Vacancies 

The time for holding elections in any State, 
District, or Territory for a Representative or 
Delegate to fill a vacancy, whether such va-
cancy is caused by a failure to elect at the time 
prescribed by law, or by the death, resignation, 
or incapacity of a person elected, may be pre-
scribed by the laws of the several States and 
Territories respectively. 

(R.S. § 26.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 26 derived from act Feb. 2, 1872, ch. 11, § 4, 17 
Stat. 28. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS 

Vacancies in the House of Representatives, see Const. 
Art. I, § 2, cl. 4. 

§ 9. Voting for Representatives 

All votes for Representatives in Congress must 
be by written or printed ballot, or voting ma-
chine the use of which has been duly authorized 
by the State law; and all votes received or re-
corded contrary to this section shall be of no ef-
fect. 

(R.S. § 27; Feb. 14, 1899, ch. 154, 30 Stat. 836.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 27 derived from acts Feb. 28, 1871, ch. 99, § 19, 16 
Stat. 440, and May 30, 1872, ch. 239, 17 Stat. 192. 

CHAPTER 2—ORGANIZATION OF CONGRESS 

Sec. 

21. Oath of Senators. 
22. Oath of President of Senate. 
23. Presiding officer of Senate may administer 

oaths. 
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Sec. 

24. Secretary of Senate or assistant secretary 
may administer oaths. 

25. Oath of Speaker, Members, and Delegates. 

25a. Delegate to House of Representatives from 
District of Columbia. 

25b. Delegate from District of Columbia; applica-
bility of certain Federal laws. 

26. Roll of Representatives-elect. 

27. Change of place of meeting. 

28. Parliamentary precedents of House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(a) Periodic compilation; other useful 
materials; index digest; date of 
completion. 

(b) Form, number, and distribution of 
compilation. 

(c) Appointment and compensation of 
personnel; utilization of services of 
personnel of Federal agencies. 

28a. Compilation of the Precedents of House of 
Representatives; date of completion; bi-
ennial update; printing and availability of 
copies. 

28b. Printing and binding as public document of 
Precedents of House of Representatives; 
number of sets authorized. 

28c. Distribution of Precedents by Public Printer. 

(a) Delivery to Members of Ninety-fifth 
Congress; marking of volumes. 

(b) Members of Congress following Nine-
ty-fifth Congress not already having 
sets of Precedents; necessity of 
written request to Superintendent 
of Documents for set. 

(c) Additional distribution of sets. 

28d. Distribution of Precedents by Public Printer 
for official use; particular distribution; 
marking and ownership of sets. 

28e. Distribution of Precedents by Joint Commit-
tee on Printing of surplus sets; additional 
printing, etc., of sets under authority of 
Joint Committee. 

29. Condensed and simplified versions of House 
precedents; other useful materials in sum-
mary form; form and distribution to Mem-
bers of Congress, Resident Commissioner 
from Puerto Rico, and others; appointment 
and compensation of personnel; utilization 
of services of personnel of Federal agencies. 

29a. Early organization of House of Representa-
tives. 

(a) Caucus or conference for incumbent 
Members reelected to and Members- 
elect of ensuing Congress; time and 
procedure for calling. 

(b) Payment and reimbursement for trav-
el and per diem expenses for Mem-
bers attending caucus or con-
ference; exceptions; regulations 
governing payments and reimburse-
ments; reimbursement vouchers. 

(c) Availability of House contingent 
fund. 

29b, 29c. Omitted. 

29d. Committee on Standards of Official Conduct 
of House of Representatives. 

(a) Omitted. 

(b) Committee composition. 

(c) Investigative subcommittees. 

(d) Adjudicatory subcommittees. 

(e) to (h) Omitted. 

(i) Advice and education. 

(j) Effective date. 

30. Term of service of Members of Congress as 
trustees or directors of corporations or in-
stitutions appropriated for. 

30a. Jury duty exemption of elected officials of 
legislative branch. 

§ 21. Oath of Senators 

The oath of office shall be administered by the 
President of the Senate to each Senator who 
shall be elected, previous to his taking his seat. 

(R.S. § 28.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 28 derived from act June 1, 1789, ch. 1, § 2, 1 
Stat. 23. 

§ 22. Oath of President of Senate 

When a President of the Senate has not taken 
the oath of office, it shall be administered to 
him by any Member of the Senate. 

(R.S. § 29.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 29 derived from act June 1, 1789, ch. 1, § 2, 1 
Stat. 23. 

§ 23. Presiding officer of Senate may administer 
oaths 

The presiding officer, for the time being, of 
the Senate of the United States, shall have 
power to administer all oaths and affirmations 
that are or may be required by the Constitution, 
or by law, to be taken by any Senator, officer of 
the Senate, witness, or other person, in respect 
to any matter within the jurisdiction of the 
Senate. 

(Apr. 18, 1876, ch. 66, § 1, 19 Stat. 34.) 

§ 24. Secretary of Senate or assistant secretary 
may administer oaths 

The Secretary of the Senate, and the assistant 
secretary thereof, shall, respectively, have 
power to administer any oath or affirmation re-
quired by law, or by the rules or orders of the 
Senate, to be taken by any officer of the Senate, 
and to any witness produced before it. 

(Apr. 18, 1876, ch. 66, § 2, 19 Stat. 34; July 9, 1971, 
Pub. L. 92–51, 85 Stat. 125.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Assistant secretary of the Senate deemed successor 
in references to chief clerk of the Senate in all laws, 
rules, resolutions, and orders, effective July 1, 1971, 
under provisions of Pub. L. 92–51, July 9, 1971, 85 Stat. 
125. 

§ 25. Oath of Speaker, Members, and Delegates 

At the first session of Congress after every 
general election of Representatives, the oath of 
office shall be administered by any Member of 
the House of Representatives to the Speaker; 
and by the Speaker to all the Members and Dele-
gates present, and to the Clerk, previous to en-
tering on any other business; and to the Mem-
bers and Delegates who afterward appear, pre-
vious to their taking their seats. 

The Clerk of the House of Representatives of 
the Eightieth and each succeeding Congress 
shall cause the oath of office to be printed, fur-
nishing two copies to each Member and Delegate 
who has taken the oath of office in accordance 
with law, which shall be subscribed in person by 
the Member or Delegate, who shall thereupon 
deliver them to the Clerk, one to be filed in the 


