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(a) The passage or defeat of any legislation 
by the Congress of the United States. 

(b) To influence, directly or indirectly, the 
passage or defeat of any legislation by the 
Congress of the United States. 

(Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 753, title III, § 307, 60 Stat. 841.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Corrupt Practices Act, referred to in 
text, is act Feb. 28, 1925, ch. 368, title III, §§ 301–317, 43 
Stat. 1070, as amended, which was classified generally 
to chapter 8 (§ 241 et seq.) of this title, was repealed by 
acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, § 21, 62 Stat. 862, and Feb. 7, 
1972, Pub. L. 92–225, title IV, § 405, 86 Stat. 20, and is cov-
ered generally by chapter 14 (§ 431 et seq.) of this title. 
For further details and for complete classification of 
this Act to the Code prior to its repeal, see notes set 
out under section 241 et seq. of this title and Tables. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 264 of this title. 

§ 267. Registration of lobbyists with Secretary of 
Senate and Clerk of House; compilation of in-
formation 

(a) Any person who shall engage himself for 
pay or for any consideration for the purpose of 
attempting to influence the passage or defeat of 
any legislation by the Congress of the United 
States shall, before doing anything in further-
ance of such object, register with the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives and the Secretary 
of the Senate and shall give to those officers in 
writing and under oath, his name and business 
address, the name and address of the person by 
whom he is employed, and in whose interest he 
appears or works, the duration of such employ-
ment, how much he is paid and is to receive, by 
whom he is paid or is to be paid, how much he 
is to be paid for expenses, and what expenses are 
to be included. Each such person so registering 
shall, between the first and tenth day of each 
calendar quarter, so long as his activity con-
tinues, file with the Clerk and Secretary a de-
tailed report under oath of all money received 
and expended by him during the preceding cal-
endar quarter in carrying on his work; to whom 
paid; for what purposes; and the names of any 
papers, periodicals, magazines, or other publica-
tions in which he has caused to be published any 
articles or editorials; and the proposed legisla-
tion he is employed to support or oppose. The 
provisions of this section shall not apply to any 
person who merely appears before a committee 
of the Congress of the United States in support 
of or opposition to legislation; nor to any public 
official acting in his official capacity; nor in the 
case of any newspaper or other regularly pub-
lished periodical (including any individual who 
owns, publishes, or is employed by any such 
newspaper or periodical) which in the ordinary 
course of business publishes news items, edi-
torials, or other comments, or paid advertise-
ments, which directly or indirectly urge the pas-
sage or defeat of legislation, if such newspaper, 
periodical, or individual, engages in no further 
or other activities in connection with the pas-
sage or defeat of such legislation, other than to 
appear before a committee of the Congress of 
the United States in support of or in opposition 
to such legislation. 

(b) All information required to be filed under 
the provisions of this section with the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives and the Secretary 
of the Senate shall be compiled by said Clerk 
and Secretary, acting jointly, as soon as prac-
ticable after the close of the calendar quarter 
with respect to which such information is filed 
and shall be printed in the Congressional 
Record. 

(Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 753, title III, § 308, 60 Stat. 841.) 

§ 268. Reports and statements under oath 

All reports and statements required under this 
chapter shall be made under oath, before an offi-
cer authorized by law to administer oaths. 

(Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 753, title III, § 309, 60 Stat. 842.) 

§ 269. Penalties and prohibitions 

(a) Any person who violates any of the provi-
sions of this chapter, shall, upon conviction, be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than $5,000 or imprison-
ment for not more than twelve months, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

(b) In addition to the penalties provided for in 
subsection (a) of this section, any person con-
victed of the misdemeanor specified therein is 
prohibited, for a period of three years from the 
date of such conviction, from attempting to in-
fluence, directly or indirectly, the passage or de-
feat of any proposed legislation or from appear-
ing before a committee of the Congress in sup-
port of or opposition to proposed legislation; and 
any person who violates any provision of this 
subsection shall, upon conviction thereof, be 
guilty of a felony, and shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than $10,000, or imprisonment 
for not more than five years, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

(Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 753, title III, § 310, 60 Stat. 842.) 

§ 270. Exemptions from chapter 

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply 
to practices or activities regulated by the Fed-
eral Corrupt Practices Act nor be construed as 
repealing any portion of said Federal Corrupt 
Practices Act. 

(Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 753, title III, § 311, 60 Stat. 842.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Corrupt Practices Act, referred to in 
text, is act Feb. 28, 1925, ch. 368, title III, §§ 301–317, 43 
Stat. 1070, as amended, which was classified generally 
to chapter 8 (§ 241 et seq.) of this title, was repealed by 
acts June 25, 1948, ch. 645, § 21, 62 Stat. 862, and Feb. 7, 
1972, Pub. L. 92–225, title IV, § 405, 86 Stat. 20, and is cov-
ered generally by chapter 14 (§ 431 et seq.) of this title. 
For further details and for complete classification of 
this Act to the Code prior to its repeal, see notes set 
out under section 241 et seq. of this title and Tables.  

CHAPTER 9—OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE 
COUNSEL 

SUBCHAPTER I—SENATE 

Sec. 

271. Establishment. 
272. Legislative Counsel. 
273. Compensation. 
274. Staff; office equipment and supplies. 
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Sec. 

275. Functions. 
276. Disbursement of appropriations. 
276a. Expenditures. 
276b. Travel and related expenses. 
277. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER II—HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

PART I—PURPOSE, POLICY, AND FUNCTION 

281. Establishment. 
281a. Purpose and policy. 
281b. Functions. 

PART II—ADMINISTRATION 

282. Legislative Counsel. 
282a. Staff; Deputy Legislative Counsel; delegation 

of functions. 
282b. Compensation. 
282c. Expenditures. 
282d. Official mail matter. 
282e. Authorization of appropriations. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Act June 2, 1924, ch. 234, § 1101, 43 Stat. 353, classified 
to sections 271 to 277 of this title, changed legislative 
drafting service to office of the legislative counsel, and 
draftsman to legislative counsel.  

SUBCHAPTER I—SENATE 

§ 271. Establishment 

There shall be in the Senate an office to be 
known as the Office of the Legislative Counsel, 
and to be under the direction of the Legislative 
Counsel of the Senate. 

(Feb. 24, 1919, ch. 18, § 1303(a), (d), 40 Stat. 1141; 
June 2, 1924, ch. 234, title XI, § 1101, 43 Stat. 353.) 

CODIFICATION 

As originally enacted, section provided for creation 
of an office of the legislative counsel to be under the di-
rection of two legislative counsels. In view of nonappli-
cability of section to Speaker, employee, etc., of the 
House of Representatives pursuant to section 531 of 
Pub. L. 91–510, set out as a note under section 281 of 
this title, section has been revised to limit applicabil-
ity to Senate and creation therein of Office of Legisla-
tive Counsel. See section 281 of this title for provisions 
establishing Office of the Legislative Counsel for the 
House of Representatives and section 282 of this title 
for provisions vesting management, etc., in the Legis-
lative Counsel. 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Section 204 of act Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 753, 60 Stat. 837, 
provided: ‘‘There is hereby authorized to be appro-
priated for the work of the Office of the Legislative 
Counsel the following sums: 

‘‘(1) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1947, $150,000; 
‘‘(2) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1948, $200,000; 
‘‘(3) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1949, $250,000; 
‘‘(4) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1950, $250,000; 

and 
‘‘(5) For each fiscal year thereafter such sums as may 

be necessary to carry on the work of the Office.’’ 
[Section 204 was made effective Aug. 2, 1946, by sec-

tion 245 of act Aug. 2, 1946, set out as a note under sec-
tion 72a of this title.] 

§ 272. Legislative Counsel 

The Legislative Counsel shall be appointed by 
the President pro tempore of the Senate, with-
out reference to political affiliations and solely 
on the ground of fitness to perform the duties of 
the office. 

(Feb. 24, 1919, ch. 18, § 1303(a), (d), 40 Stat. 1141; 
June 2, 1924, ch. 234, title XI, § 1101, 43 Stat. 353; 
Sept. 20, 1941, ch. 412, title VI, § 602, 55 Stat. 726.) 

CODIFICATION 

Provisions authorizing appointment of a legislative 
counsel for the House of Representatives by the Speak-
er were omitted in view of nonapplicability of section 
to Speaker, employee, etc., of the House of Representa-
tives pursuant to section 531 of Pub. L. 91–510, set out 
as a note under section 281 of this title. See section 282 
of this title for provisions authorizing appointment, 
etc., of Legislative Counsel of the House of Representa-
tives. 

AMENDMENTS 

1941—Act Sept. 20, 1941, substituted ‘‘President pro 
tempore of the Senate’’ for ‘‘President of the Senate.’’ 

§ 273. Compensation 

The Legislative Counsel of the Senate shall be 
paid at an annual rate of compensation of 
$40,000. 

(Feb. 24, 1919, ch. 18, § 1303(d), as added June 2, 
1924, ch. 234, title XI, § 1101, 43 Stat. 353; amended 
June 18, 1940, ch. 396, § 1, 54 Stat. 472; Sept. 20, 
1941, ch. 412, title VI, § 602, 55 Stat. 726; Oct. 15, 
1949, ch. 695, § 6(c), 63 Stat. 881; Aug. 5, 1955, ch. 
568, §§ 9, 101, 69 Stat. 509, 514; July 1, 1957, Pub. L. 
85–75, 71 Stat. 250; Aug. 14, 1964, Pub. L. 88–426, 
title II, § 203(g), 78 Stat. 415; Aug. 13, 1974, Pub. 
L. 93–371, § 4, 88 Stat. 429; July 25, 1975, Pub. L. 
94–59, title I, § 105, 89 Stat. 275.) 

CODIFICATION 

Provisions setting forth authority for the allocation 
of the positions of legislative counsel to the appro-
priate grade in the compensation schedules of section 
1112 of former Title 5 and the setting of rates of com-
pensation thereunder by the President pro tempore of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and prescribing the annual rate of compensation 
of the Legislative Counsel of the House of Representa-
tives as an amount equal to $15,000, increased by an 
amount which is the same percentage of $15,000 as the 
percentage set forth in section 4(c) of the Federal Em-
ployees Salary Increase Act of 1955 were omitted in 
view of nonapplicability of section to Speaker, em-
ployee, etc., of the House of Representatives pursuant 
to section 531 of Pub. L. 91–510, set out as a note under 
section 281 of this title. See section 282b of this title for 
provisions setting forth compensation of Legislative 
Counsel of House of Representatives. 

AMENDMENTS 

1975—Pub. L. 94–59 substituted ‘‘an annual rate of 
compensation of $40,000’’ for ‘‘a gross annual compensa-
tion of $38,760 per annum’’ as the rate of compensation 
of the Legislative Counsel of the Senate, effective July 
1, 1975. 

1974—Pub. L. 93–371 substituted provisions authoriz-
ing the Legislative Counsel of the Senate to be paid at 
an annual rate of compensation of $38,760, for provi-
sions setting forth the gross annual compensation of 
the Legislative Counsel as $27,500 per annum, effective 
July 1, 1974. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–426 provided that the compensation 
of the Legislative Counsel of the Senate shall be at the 
rate of $27,500 per annum. 

1957—Pub. L. 85–75 increased the gross compensation 
of the Legislative Counsel of the Senate from $15,500 to 
$17,500 per annum, effective July 1, 1957. 

1955—Act Aug. 5, 1955, increased the compensation of 
the Legislative Counsel of the Senate from a basic com-
pensation of $12,000, to a gross annual compensation of 
$15,500, and the compensation of the Legislative Coun-
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sel of the House was increased from a basic compensa-
tion of $12,000 to an annual rate of compensation of 
$15,000 increased by the percentage set forth in section 
4(c) of the Federal Employees Salary Increase Act of 
1955. 

1949—Act Oct. 15, 1949, increased the compensation of 
the Legislative Counsel of both House and the Senate 
from $10,000 to $12,000 per annum. 

1941—Act Sept. 20, 1941, substituted ‘‘President pro 
tempore of the Senate’’ for ‘‘President of the Senate’’. 

1940—Act June 18, 1940, provided that thereafter the 
compensation of the Legislative Counsel of the Senate 
shall be at the rate of $10,000 per annum so long as the 
present incumbent held the position. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1949 AMENDMENT 

Section 9 of act Oct. 15, 1949, provided that: ‘‘This Act 
shall take effect on the first day of the first pay period 
which begins after the date of enactment of this Act 
[Oct. 15, 1949].’’ 

REPEALS 

Act Mar. 10, 1928, ch. 167, § 23(a), 45 Stat. 279, formerly 
cited as a credit to this section, was repealed by Pub. 
L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 647. 

1974 ADJUSTMENT IN COMPENSATION NOT TO SUPERSEDE 
ADJUSTMENTS IN COMPENSATION OR LIMITATIONS BY 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE 

Adjustment in compensation by Pub. L. 93–371 not to 
supersede order of President pro tempore of the Senate 
authorizing higher rate of compensation or any author-
ity of the President pro tempore to adjust rates of com-
pensation or limitations under section 4 of the Federal 
Pay Comparability Act of 1970, see section 4 of Pub. L. 
93–371, set out in part as a note under section 61a of this 
title. 

INCREASES IN COMPENSATION 

Increases in compensation for officers and employees 
of the Senate under authority of the Federal Pay Com-
parability Act of 1970 (Pub. L. 91–656), see Salary Direc-
tives of the President pro tempore of the Senate, set 
out as notes under section 60a–1 of this title. 

§ 274. Staff; office equipment and supplies 

The Legislative Counsel shall, subject to the 
approval of the President pro tempore of the 
Senate, employ and fix the compensation of 
such Assistant Counsel, clerks, and other em-
ployees, and purchase such furniture, office 
equipment, books, stationery, and other sup-
plies, as may be necessary for the proper per-
formance of the duties of the Office and as may 
be appropriated for by Congress. 

(Feb. 24, 1919, ch. 18, § 1303(a), (d), 40 Stat. 1141; 
June 2, 1924, ch. 234, title XI, § 1101, 43 Stat. 353; 
Sept. 20, 1941, ch. 412, title VI, § 602, 55 Stat. 726.) 

CODIFICATION 

As originally enacted, section also provided for legis-
lative counsel of House of Representatives, subject to 
approval of Speaker, to employ and fix the compensa-
tion of assistant counsel, clerks, etc. In view of nonap-
plicability of section to Speaker, employee, etc., of the 
House of Representatives pursuant to section 531 of 
Pub. L. 91–510, set out as a note under section 281 of 
this title, section has been revised to limit applicabil-
ity to authority of Legislative Counsel of the Senate. 
See section 282a et seq. of this title for provisions relat-
ing to appointment of staff, etc., for Office of Legisla-
tive Counsel of the House of Representatives. 

AMENDMENTS 

1941—Act Sept. 20, 1941, substituted ‘‘President pro 
tempore of the Senate’’ for ‘‘President of the Senate’’. 

SENIOR COUNSEL 

Pub. L. 85–75, July 1, 1957, 71 Stat. 251, provided in 
part that: ‘‘No more than three employees in the Office 
of the Legislative Counsel of the Senate may be des-
ignated as Senior Counsel, whose compensation shall be 
$15,500 gross per annum each.’’ 

ADDITIONAL SENIOR COUNSEL 

Pub. L. 95–391, title I, § 102, Sept. 30, 1978, 92 Stat. 771, 
provided that: ‘‘Effective October 1, 1978, the number of 
employees in the Office of the Legislative Counsel of 
the Senate who may be designated as, and receive the 
compensation of, a Senior Counsel is increased to five.’’ 

Pub. L. 88–248, Dec. 30, 1963, 77 Stat. 804, provided in 
part: ‘‘That effective July 1, 1963, one additional em-
ployee in the Office of the Legislative Counsel of the 
Senate may be designated as Senior Counsel, and the 
compensation of the additional employee so designated 
shall be equal to the gross per annum rate presently 
authorized for other employees so designated.’’ 

INCREASES IN COMPENSATION OF FOUR SENIOR 
COUNSELS 

Pub. L. 94–59, title I, § 105, July 25, 1975, 89 Stat. 275, 
eff. July 1, 1975, provided in part that the four Senior 
Counsels in the Office of the Legislative Counsel of the 
Senate shall each be paid at an annual rate of com-
pensation of $39,000. 

Pub. L. 93–371, § 4, Aug. 13, 1974, 88 Stat. 429, eff. July 
1, 1974, provided in part that the four Senior Counsels 
in the Office of the Legislative Counsel of the Senate 
shall each be paid at an annual rate of compensation of 
$37,620. 

1974 ADJUSTMENT IN COMPENSATION NOT TO SUPERSEDE 
ADJUSTMENTS IN COMPENSATION OR LIMITATIONS BY 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE 

Adjustment in compensation by Pub. L. 93–371 not to 
supersede order of President pro tempore of the Senate 
authorizing higher rate of compensation or any author-
ity of the President pro tempore to adjust rates of com-
pensation or limitations under section 4 of the Federal 
Pay Comparability Act of 1970, see section 4 of Pub. L. 
93–371, set out in part as a note under section 61a of this 
title. 

INCREASES IN COMPENSATION 

Increases in compensation for officers and employees 
of the Senate under authority of the Federal Pay Com-
parability Act of 1970 (Pub. L. 91–656), see Salary Direc-
tives of the President pro tempore of the Senate, set 
out as notes under section 60a–1 of this title. 

§ 275. Functions 

The Office of the Legislative Counsel shall aid 
in drafting public bills and resolutions or 
amendments thereto on the request of any com-
mittee of the Senate but the Committee on 
Rules and Administration of the Senate may de-
termine the preference, if any, to be given to 
such requests of the committees. The Legisla-
tive Counsel shall, from time to time, prescribe 
rules and regulations for the conduct of the 
work of the Office for the committees, subject to 
the approval of such Committee on Rules and 
Administration. 

(Feb. 24, 1919, ch. 18, § 1303(b), (d), 40 Stat. 1141; 
June 2, 1924, ch. 234, title XI, § 1101, 43 Stat. 353; 
Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 753, title I, §§ 102, 121, 60 Stat. 
814, 822.) 

CODIFICATION 

Provisions setting forth functions of office of legisla-
tive counsel with respect to the House of Representa-
tives and the committees thereof were omitted in view 
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of nonapplicability of section to Speaker, employee, 
etc., of the House of Representatives pursuant to sec-
tion 531 of Pub. L. 91–510, set out as a note under sec-
tion 281 of this title. See section 281b of this title for 
functions of Office of Legislative Counsel of House of 
Representatives. 

AMENDMENTS 

1946—Act Aug. 2, 1946, substituted ‘‘Committee on 
Rules and Administration’’ for ‘‘Library Committee of 
the Senate’’ and ‘‘Committee on House Administra-
tion’’ for ‘‘Library Committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1946 AMENDMENT 

Section 142 of act Aug. 2, 1946, provided that the 
amendment made by that act is effective Jan. 2, 1947. 

§ 276. Disbursement of appropriations 

All appropriations for the Office of the Legis-
lative Counsel shall be disbursed by the Sec-
retary of the Senate. 

(Feb. 24, 1919, ch. 18, § 1303(c), (d), 40 Stat. 1142; 
June 2, 1924, ch. 234, title XI, § 1101, 43 Stat. 353.) 

CODIFICATION 

As originally enacted, section provided for disburse-
ment of one-half of appropriations for office of legisla-
tive counsel by Secretary of Senate and one-half by 
Clerk of House of Representatives. In view of nonappli-
cability of section to Speaker, employee, etc., of the 
House of Representatives pursuant to section 531 of 
Pub. L. 91–510, set out as a note under section 281 of 
this title, section has been revised to limit application 
to Office of the Legislative Counsel of the Senate. See 
section 282c of this title for provisions relating to ex-
penditures by Legislative Counsel of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

§ 276a. Expenditures 

With the approval of the President Pro Tem-
pore of the Senate, the Legislative Counsel of 
the Senate may make such expenditures as may 
be necessary or appropriate for the functioning 
of the Office of the Legislative Counsel of the 
Senate. 

(Pub. L. 98–51, title I, § 105, July 14, 1983, 97 Stat. 
267.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Congressional Op-
erations Appropriation Act, 1984, which is title I of the 
Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 1984, and not as 
part of section 1303 of act Feb. 24, 1919 which comprises 
this subchapter. 

§ 276b. Travel and related expenses 

Funds expended by the Legislative Counsel of 
the Senate for travel and related expenses shall 
be subject to the same regulations and limita-
tions (insofar as they are applicable) as those 
which the Senate Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration prescribes for application to travel 
and related expenses for which payment is au-
thorized to be made from the contingent fund of 
the Senate. 

(Pub. L. 98–51, title I, § 106, July 14, 1983, 97 Stat. 
267.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Congressional Op-
erations Appropriation Act, 1984, which is title I of the 

Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 1984, and not as 
part of section 1303 of act Feb. 24, 1919 which comprises 
this subchapter. 

Section, as it relates to funds expended by the Senate 
Legal Counsel, is classified to section 288n of this title. 

§ 277. Repealed. Pub. L. 93–191, § 13, Dec. 18, 1973, 
87 Stat. 746 

Section, act Feb. 24, 1919, ch. 18, § 1303(d), as added 
June 2, 1924, ch. 234, title XI, § 1101, 43 Stat. 353, pro-
vided for free transmission of official mail matter of 
legislative counsel. Official mail matter of Legislative 
Counsel of House of Representatives is covered by sec-
tion 282d of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Dec. 18, 1973, see section 14 of Pub. L. 
93–191, set out as an Effective Date of 1973 Amendment 
note under section 3210 of Title 39, Postal Service.  

SUBCHAPTER II—HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES  

PART I—PURPOSE, POLICY, AND FUNCTION 

§ 281. Establishment 

There is established in the House of Rep-
resentatives an office to be known as the Office 
of the Legislative Counsel, referred to herein-
after in this subchapter as the ‘‘Office’’. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title V, § 501, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1201.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subchapter effective Oct. 26, 1970, see section 601(5) of 
Pub. L. 91–510, set out as an Effective Date of 1970 
Amendment note under section 72a of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS; NONAPPLICABILITY OF 
SECTIONS 271 TO 277 TO THE HOUSE 

Section 531 of Pub. L. 91–510 provided that: ‘‘Any indi-
vidual who on the date of the enactment of this Act 
[Oct. 26, 1970] is serving under an appointment by the 
Speaker as Legislative Counsel of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall continue as Legislative Counsel of 
the House of Representatives in accordance with this 
subtitle [this subchapter]. All personnel, positions, 
property, records, and unexpended balances of appro-
priations of or for that part of the Office of the Legisla-
tive Counsel established under section 1303 of the Reve-
nue Act of 1918 (2 U.S.C., ch. 9) [sections 271 to 277 of 
this title] employed or held in or for the House of Rep-
resentatives shall be transferred to the Office estab-
lished under this subtitle; and, effective upon the date 
of enactment of this Act, the provisions of section 1303 
of the Revenue Act of 1918 shall have no further appli-
cability of any kind to the Speaker or to any commit-
tee, officer, employee, or property of the House of Rep-
resentatives.’’ 

§ 281a. Purpose and policy 

The purpose of the Office shall be to advise 
and assist the House of Representatives, and its 
committees and Members, in the achievement of 
a clear, faithful, and coherent expression of leg-
islative policies. The Office shall maintain im-
partiality as to issues of legislative policy to be 
determined by the House of Representatives, 
and shall not advocate the adoption or rejection 
of any legislation except when duly requested by 
the Speaker or a committee to comment on a 
proposal directly affecting the functions of the 
Office. The Office shall maintain the attorney- 
client relationship with respect to all commu-
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nications between it and any Member or com-
mittee of the House. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title V, § 502, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1202.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 281b of this title. 

§ 281b. Functions 

The functions of the Office shall be as follows: 
(1) Upon request of the managers on the part 

of the House at any conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses, to advise 
and assist the managers on the part of the 
House in the course of the conference, and to 
assist the committee of conference in the 
preparation of the conference report and any 
accompanying explanatory statement. 

(2) Upon request of any committee of the 
House, or any joint committee having author-
ity to report legislation to the House, to ad-
vise and assist the committee in the consider-
ation of any legislation before it, and to assist 
the committee in the preparation of drafts of 
any such legislation, amendments thereto, and 
reports thereon. 

(3) Upon request of any Member having con-
trol of time during the consideration of any 
legislation by the House, to have in attend-
ance on the floor of the House not more than 
two members of the staff of the Office (and, in 
his discretion, the Legislative Counsel) to ad-
vise and assist such Member and, to the extent 
feasible, any other Member, in the course of 
such consideration. 

(4) Upon request of any Member, subject to 
such reasonable restrictions as the Legislative 
Counsel may impose with the approval of the 
Speaker on the proportion of the resources of 
the Office which may be devoted to the re-
quests of any one Member, to prepare drafts of 
legislation and to furnish drafting advice with 
respect to drafts of legislation prepared by 
others. 

(5) At the direction of the Speaker, to per-
form on behalf of the House of Representatives 
any legal services which are within the capa-
bilities of the Office and the performance of 
which would not be inconsistent with the pro-
visions of section 281a of this title or the pre-
ceding provisions of this section. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title V, § 503, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1202.) 

PART II—ADMINISTRATION 

§ 282. Legislative Counsel 

The management, supervision, and adminis-
tration of the Office are vested in the Legisla-
tive Counsel, who shall be appointed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives with-
out regard to political affiliation and solely on 
the basis of fitness to perform the duties of the 
position. Any person so appointed shall serve at 
the pleasure of the Speaker. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title V, § 521, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1202.) 

§ 282a. Staff; Deputy Legislative Counsel; delega-
tion of functions 

(a) With the approval of the Speaker, or in ac-
cordance with policies and procedures approved 
by the Speaker, the Legislative Counsel shall 
appoint such attorneys and other employees as 
may be necessary for the prompt and efficient 
performance of the functions of the Office. Any 
such appointment shall be made without regard 
to political affiliation and solely on the basis of 
fitness to perform the duties of the position. 
Any person so appointed may be removed by the 
Legislative Counsel with the approval of the 
Speaker, or in accordance with policies and pro-
cedures approved by the Speaker. 

(b)(1) One of the attorneys appointed under 
subsection (a) of this section shall be designated 
by the Legislative Counsel as Deputy Legisla-
tive Counsel. During the absence or disability of 
the Legislative Counsel, or when the office is va-
cant, the Deputy Legislative Counsel shall per-
form the functions of the Legislative Counsel. 

(2) The Legislative Counsel may delegate to 
the Deputy Legislative Counsel and to other em-
ployees appointed under subsection (a) of this 
section such of his functions as he considers nec-
essary or appropriate. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title V, § 522, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1203; Pub. L. 92–51, § 101, July 9, 1971, 85 
Stat. 132.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1971—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–51 substituted provisions 
for designation of one attorney as Deputy Legislative 
Counsel to perform functions of Legislative Counsel 
during his absence or disability or when office is vacant 
and for delegation of functions to Deputy Legislative 
Counsel and other employees for former provisions for 
appointment of full-time Office Administrator to exer-
cise management, supervisory, and administrative 
functions of the Office as delegated to him by the Leg-
islative Counsel. 

§ 282b. Compensation 

(a) The Legislative Counsel shall be paid at a 
per annum gross rate equal to the rate of basic 
pay, as in effect from time to time, for level III 
of the Executive Schedule of section 5314 of title 
5. 

(b) Members of the staff of the Office other 
than the Legislative Counsel shall be paid at per 
annum gross rates fixed by the Legislative 
Counsel with the approval of the Speaker or in 
accordance with policies approved by the Speak-
er, but not in excess of the rate of basic pay for 
one pay level above the maximum pay level for 
employees of the House of Representatives pro-
vided under clause 6(c) of Rule XI of the Rules of 
the House of Representatives. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title V, § 523, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1203; Pub. L. 95–94, title I, § 115, Aug. 5, 1977, 
91 Stat. 668.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Clause 6(c) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of 
Representatives, referred to in text, was amended gen-
erally for the One Hundred First Congress and, as so 
amended, does not refer to specific pay levels. 

CODIFICATION 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–94 is based on par. (2) of 
House Resolution No. 8, Ninety-fifth Congress, Jan. 4, 
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1977, which was enacted into permanent law by Pub. L. 
95–94. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

House Resolution 312, 89th Congress, Mar. 31, 1965, 
which was enacted into permanent law by section 103 of 
Pub. L. 89–90, July 27, 1965, 79 Stat. 281, provided that 
effective Apr. 1, 1965, the compensation of the Legisla-
tive Counsel of the House of Representatives shall be at 
a gross per annum rate which is equal to the gross per 
annum rate of compensation of the Legislative Counsel 
of the Senate, and that the additional sums necessary 
to carry out this resolution shall be paid out of the 
contingent fund of the House until otherwise provided 
by law. 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–94 substituted provisions 
authorizing compensation at a rate not in excess of the 
rate of basic pay for one pay level above the maximum 
pay level for House employees provided under cl. 6(c) of 
Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives, 
for provisions authorizing compensation at per annum 
gross rates not in excess of a per annum gross rate 
equal to the rate of basic pay for level V of the Execu-
tive Schedule of section 5316 of title 5. 

INCREASES IN COMPENSATION 

Increases in compensation for House officers and em-
ployees under authority of Federal Salary Act of 1967 
(Pub. L. 90–206), Federal Pay Comparability Act of 1970 
(Pub. L. 91–656), and Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 1988 (Pub. L. 100–202), see sections 60a–2 and 60a–2a 
of this title, and Salary Directives of Speaker of the 
House, set out as notes under those sections. 

§ 282c. Expenditures 

In accordance with policies and procedures ap-
proved by the Speaker, the Legislative Counsel 
may make such expenditures as may be nec-
essary or appropriate for the functioning of the 
Office. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title V, § 524, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1203.) 

§ 282d. Official mail matter 

The Legislative Counsel may send the official 
mail matter of the Office as franked mail under 
section 3210 of title 39. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title V, § 525, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1203; Pub. L. 92–51, § 101, July 9, 1971, 85 
Stat. 132.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1971—Pub. L. 92–51 substituted provision for Legisla-
tive Counsel to send official mail matter of the Office 
as franked mail under section 3210 of title 39, for former 
provision granting the Office the same privilege of free 
transmission of official mail matter as other offices of 
the United States Government. 

§ 282e. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated, for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1971, and for each 
fiscal year thereafter, such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out this subchapter and to in-
crease the efficiency of the Office and the qual-
ity of the services which it provides. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title V, § 526, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1203.)  

CHAPTER 9A—OFFICE OF LAW REVISION 
COUNSEL 

Sec. 

285. Establishment. 

Sec. 

285a. Purpose and policy. 
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285c. Law Revision Counsel. 
285d. Staff; Deputy Law Revision Counsel; delega-

tion of functions. 
285e. Compensation. 
285f. Expenditures. 
285g. Availability of contingent fund of House. 

§ 285. Establishment 

There is established in the House of Rep-
resentatives an office to be known as the Office 
of the Law Revision Counsel, referred to herein-
after in this chapter as the ‘‘Office’’. 

(Pub. L. 93–554, title I, ch. III, § 101, Dec. 27, 1974, 
88 Stat. 1777.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 205(a) of House Resolution 
No. 988, Ninety-third Congress, Oct. 8, 1974, which was 
enacted into permanent law by Pub. L. 93–554. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 101 of Pub. L. 93–554 provided that the enact-
ment of House Resolution No. 988, Ninety-third Con-
gress, Oct. 8, 1974, into permanent law is effective on 
Jan. 2, 1975. This chapter is derived from enactment 
into permanent law of section 205 of House Resolution 
No. 988. 

§ 285a. Purpose and policy 

The principal purpose of the Office shall be to 
develop and keep current an official and positive 
codification of the laws of the United States. 
The Office shall maintain impartiality as to is-
sues of legislative policy to be determined by 
the House. 

(Pub. L. 93–554, title I, ch. III, § 101, Dec. 27, 1974, 
88 Stat. 1777.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 205(b) of House Resolution 
No. 988, Ninety-third Congress, Oct. 8, 1974, which was 
enacted into permanent law by Pub. L. 93–554. 

§ 285b. Functions 

The functions of the Office shall be as follows: 
(1) To prepare, and submit to the Committee 

on the Judiciary one title at a time, a com-
plete compilation, restatement, and revision 
of the general and permanent laws of the 
United States which conforms to the under-
stood policy, intent, and purpose of the Con-
gress in the original enactments, with such 
amendments and corrections as will remove 
ambiguities, contradictions, and other imper-
fections both of substance and of form, sepa-
rately stated, with a view to the enactment of 
each title as positive law. 

(2) To examine periodically all of the public 
laws enacted by the Congress and submit to 
the Committee on the Judiciary recommenda-
tions for the repeal of obsolete, superfluous, 
and superseded provisions contained therein. 

(3) To prepare and publish periodically a new 
edition of the United States Code (including 
those titles which are not yet enacted into 
positive law as well as those titles which have 
been so enacted), with annual cumulative sup-
plements reflecting newly enacted laws. 

(4) To classify newly enacted provisions of 
law to their proper positions in the Code where 
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