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denying or reducing the financial assistance or
other benefits to which such household or mem-
ber would otherwise be entitled under the Social
Security Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.] or, except for
per capita shares in excess of $2,000, any Federal
or federally assisted program.
(Pub. L. 98-500, §8, Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2319.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Social Security Act, referred to in text, is act
Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620, as amended, which is
classified generally to chapter 7 (§301 et seq.) of Title
42, The Public Health and Welfare. For complete classi-

fication of this Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title
42 and Tables.
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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in section 1621h of this
title.

SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 2401. Congressional findings

The Congress finds and declares that—

(1) the Federal Government has a historical
relationship and unique legal and moral re-
sponsibility to Indian tribes and their mem-
bers,

(2) included in this responsibility is the trea-
ty, statutory, and historical obligation to as-
sist the Indian tribes in meeting the health
and social needs of their members,

(3) alcoholism and alcohol and substance
abuse is the most severe health and social
problem facing Indian tribes and people today
and nothing is more costly to Indian people
than the consequences of alcohol and sub-
stance abuse measured in physical, mental, so-
cial, and economic terms,

(4) alcohol and substance abuse is the lead-
ing generic risk factor among Indians, and In-
dians die from alcoholism at over 4 times the
age-adjusted rates for the United States popu-
lation and alcohol and substance misuse re-
sults in a rate of years of potential life lost
nearly 5 times that of the United States,

(5) 4 of the top 10 causes of death among In-
dians are alcohol and drug related injuries (18
percent of all deaths), chronic liver disease
and cirrhosis (b percent), suicide (3 percent),
and homicide (3 percent),

(6) primarily because deaths from uninten-
tional injuries and violence occur dispropor-
tionately among young people, the age-spe-
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