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§317. Special pay: officers in critical acquisition
positions extending period of active duty

(a) BONUS AUTHORIZED.—An officer described
in subsection (b) who executes a written agree-
ment to remain on active duty in a critical ac-
quisition position for at least one year may,
upon the acceptance of the agreement by the
Secretary concerned, be paid a retention bonus
as provided in this section.

(b) COVERED OFFICERS.—An officer referred to
in subsection (a) is an officer of the Army, Navy,
Air Force, or Marine Corps who—

(1) is a member of an Acquisition Corps se-
lected to serve in, or serving in, a critical ac-
quisition position designated under section
1733 of title 10; and

(2) is eligible to retire, or is assigned to such
position for a period that will extend beyond
the date on which the officer will be eligible to
retire, under any provision of law.

(c) AMOUNT OF BONUS.—The amount of a bonus
paid under this section for each year a member
agrees to remain on active duty may not be
more than 15 percent of the annual rate of basic
pay paid to the member at the time the member
executes a written agreement under this sec-
tion.

(d) PAYMENT OF BONUS.—Upon the acceptance
of a written agreement under subsection (a) by
the Secretary concerned, the total amount pay-
able pursuant to the agreement becomes fixed
and may be paid by the Secretary in either a
lump sum or installments.

(e) ADDITIONAL PAY.—A bonus paid under this
section is in addition to other pay and allow-
ances to which an officer is entitled.

(f) REPAYMENT OF BONUS.—(1) If an officer who
has entered into a written agreement under sub-
section (a) and who has received all or part of a
bonus under this section fails to complete the
total period of active duty specified in the
agreement, the Secretary concerned may re-
quire the officer to repay the United States, on
a pro rata basis and to the extent that the Sec-
retary determines conditions and circumstances
warrant, all sums paid under this section.

(2) An obligation to repay the United States
imposed under paragraph (1) is for all purposes a
debt owed to the United States.

(3) A discharge in bankruptcy under title 11
that is entered less than 5 years after the termi-
nation of a written agreement entered into
under subsection (a) does not discharge the offi-
cer signing the agreement from a debt arising
under such agreement or under paragraph (1).
This paragraph applies to any case commenced
under title 11 after January 1, 1991.

(g) PERIOD OF COMMITMENT.—The period of ac-
tive duty agreed upon by an officer in a written
agreement under this section is in addition to
any other service commitment of the officer, ex-
cept that any period of active duty agreed upon
in a written agreement under subsection (a)(2)
or (b)(2) of section 1734 of title 10 by the officer
may be counted concurrently with the commit-
ment under this section.

(h) REGULATIONS.—The Secretaries concerned
shall prescribe regulations to carry out this sec-
tion. Regulations prescribed by the Secretary of

a military department shall be subject to the
approval of the Secretary of Defense.

(Added Pub. L. 101-510, div. A,
§1203(a)(1), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1656.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section 1203(b) of Pub. L. 101-510 provided that: ‘‘Sec-
tion 317 of title 37, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a), shall take effect as of October 1, 1991.”
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412. Appropriations for travel: may not be used for
attendance at certain meetings.

413. Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

414. Personal money allowance.

415. Uniform allowance: officers; initial allow-
ance.

416. Uniform allowance: officers; additional allow-
ances.

417. Uniform allowance: officers; general provi-
sions.

418. Clothing allowance: enlisted members.

419. Civilian clothing allowance.

420. Allowances while participating in inter-
national sports.

421. Allowances: no increase while dependent is
entitled to basic pay.

422. Cadets and midshipmen.

423. Validity of allowance payments based on pur-
ported marriages.

424. Band leaders.

425. United States Navy Band; United States Ma-
rine Band: allowances while on concert
tour.?

[426. Repealed.]

4217. Family separation allowance.

428. Allowance for recruiting expenses.

429. Travel and transportation allowances: minor
dependent schooling.

430. Travel and transportation: dependent chil-
dren of members stationed overseas.

431. Benefits for certain members assigned to the
Defense Intelligence Agency.

432. Travel and transportation: members escort-
ing certain dependents.

433. Allowance for muster duty.

434. Subsistence reimbursement relating to es-
corts of foreign arms control inspection
teams.
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23, 1992, 106 Stat. 2423, added item 434.
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and renumbered Pub. L. 95-561, §1407(c)(1)(B). See 1978
Amendment note below.

1989—Pub. L. 101-189, div. A, title V, §502(b)(2), title
VI, §624(a)(2), Nov. 29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1437, 1448, added
items 406c and 433.

1987—Pub. L. 100-180, div. A, title VI, §§611(a)(2),
614(a)(2), (d)(3), 615(a)(2), title XIII, §1314(c)(2), Dec. 4,
1987, 101 Stat. 1093-1096, 1176, substituted ‘‘leave be-
tween consecutive overseas tours’ for ‘‘certain leave”
in item 411b, added items 411g and 411h, inserted ‘‘and
Vice Chairman’ in item 413, added item 419, and redes-
ignated former items 419 and 420 as 420 and 421, respec-
tively.

Pub. L. 100-26, §8(b)(1), Apr. 21, 1987, 101 Stat. 285, re-
designated item 431 ‘“‘Travel and transportation: mem-
bers escorting certain dependents’ as item 432.
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Stat. 359, added item 428.
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Stat. 1071, substituted ‘‘Cadets and midshipmen” for
‘‘Cadets, midshipmen, and naval officer candidates’ in
item 422.

1963—Pub. L. 88-238, §1(2), Dec. 23, 1963, 77 Stat. 476,
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§401. Definitions

(a) DEPENDENT DEFINED.—In this chapter, the
term ‘‘dependent’’, with respect to a member of
a uniformed service, means the following per-
sons:

(1) The spouse of the member.
(2) An unmarried child of the member who—

(A) is under 21 years of age;

(B) is incapable of self-support because of
mental or physical incapacity and is in fact
dependent on the member for more than one-
half of the child’s support; or

(C) is under 23 years of age, is enrolled in
a full-time course of study in an institution
of higher education approved by the Sec-
retary concerned for purposes of this sub-
paragraph, and is in fact dependent on the
member for more than one-half of the child’s
support.

(3) A parent of the member if—

(A) the parent is in fact dependent on the
member for more than one-half of the par-
ent’s support;



