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title, amending sections 2111 and 2112 of this title, and 

enacting provisions set out as notes under section 2201 

of this title] may be cited as the ‘Presidential Records 

Act of 1978’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 94–575, § 1, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2723, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 2107, 2112, 2115, 2116, 

2901, 2902, 2904, 2906, 2907, 3102, 3103, 3107, 3301, and 3302 

of this title, repealing section 2910 of this title, and en-

acting provisions set out as a note under section 2901 of 

this title] may be cited as the ‘Federal Records Man-

agement Amendments of 1976’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 93–526, title II, § 201, Dec. 19, 1974, 88 Stat. 1698, 

provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting sections 3315 to 3324 

of this title] may be cited as the ‘Public Documents 

Act’.’’ 

§ 102. Joint Committee on Printing: succession; 
powers during recess 

The members of the Joint Committee on 
Printing who are reelected to the succeeding 
Congress shall continue as members of the com-
mittee until their successors are chosen. The 
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives shall, on the last day 
of a Congress, appoint members of their respec-
tive Houses who have been elected to the suc-
ceeding Congress to fill vacancies which may 
then be about to occur on the Committee, and 
the appointees and members of the Committee 
who have been reelected shall continue until 
their successors are chosen. 

When Congress is not in session, the Joint 
Committee may exercise all its powers and du-
ties as when Congress is in session. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1238.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 2 (Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 

189, § 1, 28 Stat. 962; Mar. 3, 1917, ch. 163, § 6, 39 Stat. 

1121). 

Changes are made in phraseology. 

§ 103. Joint Committee on Printing: remedial 
powers 

The Joint Committee on Printing may use any 
measures it considers necessary to remedy ne-
glect, delay, duplication, or waste in the public 
printing and binding and the distribution of 
Government publications. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1239.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 4 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 2, 28 Stat. 601; Mar. 1, 1907, ch. 2284, § 1, 34 Stat. 1012; 

Mar. 1, 1919, ch. 86, § 11, 40 Stat. 1270). 

Only that portion of section 11 of the 1919 Act that 

precedes the proviso is included in this section. The 

balance is incorporated in section 501 of this revision. 

Changes are made in phraseology. 

PROCUREMENT OF SERVICES OF CONSULTANTS 

Pub. L. 95–94, title I, Aug. 5, 1977, 91 Stat. 669, pro-

vided in part: ‘‘That, effective October 1, 1977, the Joint 

Committee is authorized (1) to procure the temporary 

or intermittent services of individual consultants, or 

organizations thereof, in the same manner and under 

the same conditions as a standing committee of the 

Senate may procure such services under subsection (i) 

of section 202 of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 

1946, as amended [section 72a(i) of Title 2, The Con-

gress], and (2) with the prior consent of the agency con-

cerned, to use on a reimbursable basis the services of 

personnel, information, and facilities of any such agen-

cy: Provided further, That, prior to the employment of 

any consultants or the procurement of services by con-

tract relative to any review and analysis of the oper-

ation of the Government Printing Office, the Joint 

Committee shall consult with the Legislative Branch 

Appropriations Subcommittees of the House and Sen-

ate; and that periodic reports on the progress of any 

such review and analysis be submitted to the Joint 

Committee on Printing and the Legislative Branch Ap-

propriations Subcommittees of the House and Senate.’’ 
Prior similar provisions were contained in Pub. L. 

94–303, title I, June 1, 1976, 90 Stat. 616. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 1914 of this title. 

CHAPTER 3—GOVERNMENT PRINTING 
OFFICE 

Sec. 

301. Public Printer: appointment. 
302. Deputy Public Printer: appointment; duties. 
303. Public Printer and Deputy Public Printer: 

pay. 
304. Public Printer: vacancy in office. 
305. Public Printer: employees; pay. 
306. Public Printer: employment of skilled work-

men; trial of skill. 
307. Public Printer: night work. 

308. Disbursing officer; deputy disbursing officer; 

certifying officers and employees. 

309. Revolving fund for operation and mainte-

nance of Government Printing Office: cap-

italization; reimbursements and credits; ac-

counting and budgeting; reports. 

310. Payments for printing, binding, blank paper, 

and supplies. 

311. Purchases exempt from the Federal Property 

and Administrative Services Act; contract 

negotiation authority. 

312. Machinery, material, equipment, or supplies 

from other Government agencies. 

313. Examining boards: paper; bindery materials; 

machinery. 

314. Inks, glues, and other supplies furnished to 

other Government agencies: payment. 

315. Branches of Government Printing Office; lim-

itations. 

316. Detail of employees of Government Printing 

Office to other Government establishments. 

317. Special policemen. 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Pub. L. 99–151, title III, § 305(b)(2), Nov. 13, 1985, 

99 Stat. 808, inserted ‘‘; contract negotiation author-

ity’’ in item 311. 

1975—Pub. L. 94–82, title II, § 204(c)(2), Aug. 9, 1975, 89 

Stat. 421, substituted ‘‘pay’’ for ‘‘compensation’’ in 

item 303. 

1974—Pub. L. 93–459, § 1(b), Oct. 20, 1974, 88 Stat. 1385, 

substituted ‘‘Disbursing officer; deputy disbursing offi-

cer; certifying officers and employees.’’ for ‘‘Disbursing 

officer: continuation and settlement of accounts during 

vacancy in office; responsibility for accounts; disburse-

ments for Superintendent of Documents.’’ in item 308. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–310, title II, § 210(a)(3), June 6, 1972, 86 

Stat. 204, struck out ‘‘; bond’’ in item 301. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–359, § 1(b), July 31, 1970, 84 Stat. 668, 

added item 317. 

FEDERAL RECORDS MANAGEMENT PROVISIONS WITHOUT 

EFFECT ON CHAPTER 

Authority and responsibilities under chapter not lim-

ited or repealed by Federal Records Management 

Amendments of 1976, see section 5(b) of Pub. L. 94–575, 

set out as a note under section 2901 of this title. 
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§ 301. Public Printer: appointment 

The President of the United States shall nomi-
nate and, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, appoint a suitable person, who must 
be a practical printer and versed in the art of 
bookbinding, to take charge of and manage the 
Government Printing Office. His title shall be 
Public Printer. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1239; Pub. 
L. 92–310, title II, § 210(a)(1), (2), June 6, 1972, 86 
Stat. 204.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 31 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 17, 28 Stat. 603; June 12, 1917, ch. 27, § 1, 40 Stat. 173; 

Feb. 20, 1923, ch. 98, 42 Stat. 1278; Mar. 4, 1925, ch. 549, 

§ 1, 43 Stat. 1299; May 29, 1928, ch. 909, 45 Stat. 1006). 

Changes are made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Pub. L. 92–310 struck out ‘‘; bond’’ in section 

catchline, and provisions from text which required the 

Public Printer to give a bond in the sum of $25,000. 

§ 302. Deputy Public Printer: appointment; duties 

The Public Printer shall appoint a suitable 
person, who must be a practical printer and 
versed in the art of bookbinding, to be the Dep-
uty Public Printer. He shall perform the duties 
formerly required of the chief clerk, supervise 
the buildings occupied by the Government 
Printing Office, and perform any other duties re-
quired of him by the Public Printer. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1239.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 39 (May 27, 1908, ch. 

200, § 1, 35 Stat. 382). 

Phraseology is changed to conform with section 301 of 

this revision. 

§ 303. Public Printer and Deputy Public Printer: 
pay 

The annual rate of pay for the Public Printer 
shall be a rate which is equal to the rate for 
level III of the Executive Schedule of subchapter 
II of chapter 53 of Title 5. The annual rate of pay 
for the Deputy Public Printer shall be a rate 
which is equal to the rate for level IV of such 
Executive Schedule. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1239; Pub. 
L. 94–82, title II, § 204(c)(1), Aug. 9, 1975, 89 Stat. 
421; Pub. L. 101–520, title II, § 209, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2274.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 39a (Pub. L. 88–426, 

title II, § 203(c), (d), Aug. 14, 1964, 78 Stat. 415, as amend-

ed Pub. L. 90–206, title II, § 219(2), (3), Dec. 16, 1967, 81 

Stat. 639.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Levels III and IV of the Executive Schedule, referred 

to in text, are set out in sections 5314 and 5315, respec-

tively, of Title 5, Government Organization and Em-

ployees. 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–520 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘The annual 

rate of pay for the Public Printer shall be a rate which 

is equal to the rate for level IV of the Executive Sched-

ule of subchapter II of chapter 53 of title 5. The annual 

rate of pay for the Deputy Public Printer shall be a 

rate which is equal to the rate for level V of such Exec-

utive Schedule.’’ 

1975—Pub. L. 94–82 substituted ‘‘pay’’ for ‘‘compensa-

tion’’ in section catchline, and substituted provisions 

setting the rate of pay for the Public Printer at a rate 

equal to the rate for level IV of the Executive Schedule 

and the rate of pay for Deputy Public Printer at a rate 

equal to the rate for level V of such Schedule for provi-

sions setting the compensation of the Public Printer 

and the Deputy Public Printer at the rate of $28,750 and 

$27,500 per annum, respectively. 

SALARY INCREASES 

1987—Salaries of Public Printer and Deputy Public 

Printer increased respectively to $77,500 and $72,500 per 

annum, on recommendation of the President of the 

United States, see note set out under section 358 of 

Title 2, The Congress. 

1977—Salaries of the Public Printer and Deputy Pub-

lic Printer increased respectively to $50,000 and $47,500 

per annum, on recommendation of the President of the 

United States, see note set out under section 358 of 

Title 2. 

1969—Salaries of the Public Printer and Deputy Pub-

lic Printer increased respectively from $28,750 and 

$27,500 to $38,000 and $36,000 per annum, commencing on 

the first day of the pay period which begins after Feb. 

14, 1969, on recommendation of the President of the 

United States, see note set out under section 358 of 

Title 2. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 2 section 356. 

§ 304. Public Printer: vacancy in office 

In case of the death, resignation, absence, or 
sickness of the Public Printer, the Deputy Pub-
lic Printer shall perform the duties of the Public 
Printer until a successor is appointed or his ab-
sence or sickness ceases; but the President may 
direct any other officer of the Government, 
whose appointment is vested in the President by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to perform the duties of the vacant office until 
a successor is appointed, or the sickness or ab-
sence of the Public Printer ceases. A vacancy 
occasioned by death or resignation may not be 
filled temporarily under this section for longer 
than ten days, and a temporary appointment, 
designation, or assignment of another officer 
may not be made except to fill a vacancy hap-
pening during a recess of the Senate. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1239.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 32 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 36, 28 Stat. 606; May 27, 1908, ch. 200, § 1, 35 Stat. 

382.) 

§ 305. Public Printer: employees; pay 

(a) The Public Printer may employ journey-
men, apprentices, laborers, and other persons 
necessary for the work of the Government Print-
ing Office at rates of wages and salaries, includ-
ing compensation for night and overtime work, 
he considers for the interest of the Government 
and just to the persons employed, except as 
otherwise provided by this section. He may not 
employ more persons than the necessities of the 
public work require nor more than four hundred 
apprentices at one time. The minimum pay of 
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journeymen printers, pressmen, and bookbinders 
employed in the Government Printing Office 
shall be at the rate of 90 cents an hour for the 
time actually employed. Except as provided by 
the preceding part of this section the rate of 
wages, including compensation for night and 
overtime work, for more than ten employees of 
the same occupation shall be determined by a 
conference between the Public Printer and a 
committee selected by the trades affected, and 
the rates and compensation so agreed upon shall 
become effective upon approval by the Joint 
Committee on Printing. When the Public Print-
er and the committee representing the trade fail 
to agree as to wages, salaries, and compensa-
tion, either party may appeal to the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing, and the decision of the Joint 
Committee is final. The wages, salaries, and 
compensation so determined are not subject to 
change oftener than once a year. 

(b) The Public Printer may grant an employee 
paid on an annual basis compensatory time off 
from duty instead of overtime pay for overtime 
work. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1240; Pub. 
L. 91–167, Dec. 26, 1969, 83 Stat. 453; Pub. L. 
91–369, July 31, 1970, 84 Stat. 693.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 40 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, §§ 39, 49, 50, 28 Stat. 607, 608; June 6, 1900, ch. 791, § 1, 

31 Stat. 643; Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 299, § 1, 35 Stat. 1021, 1024; 

Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 355, § 1, 37 Stat. 482; July 8, 1918, ch. 

139, § 1, 40 Stat. 836; Aug. 2, 1919, ch. 30, 41 Stat. 272; Feb. 

20, 1923, ch. 98, 42 Stat. 1278; June 7, 1924, ch. 354, § 1, 43 

Stat. 658). 

Last sentence of this section was deleted as executed. 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Pub. L. 91–369 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

1969—Pub. L. 91–167 substituted ‘‘four hundred’’ for 

‘‘two hundred’’ as the number of apprentices which the 

Public Printer may employ at one time. 

REPEALS 

General repealer of provisions inconsistent with Pub. 

L. 92–392 as not repealing or affecting this section, see 

section 13 of Pub. L. 92–392, set out as a note under sec-

tion 5341 of Title 5, Government Organization and Em-

ployees. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Classification of government employees and pay rates 

and systems, including General Schedule, see sections 

5101 et seq., 5301 et seq., and section 5332 of Title 5, Gov-

ernment Organization and Employees. 

Classification of positions, provisions inapplicable to 

employees of Government Printing Office with pay 

fixed hereunder, see section 5102 of Title 5. 

Fair Labor Standards Act minimum wage and maxi-

mum hours provisions, see sections 206 and 207 of Title 

29, Labor. 

Performance rating of employees of Government 

Printing Office, see chapter 43 of Title 5, Government 

Organization and Employees. 

Superintendent of Documents, additional pay of em-

ployees for night, Sunday, holiday, and overtime work 

as determined hereunder, see section 1704 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 1704 of this title; 

title 5 sections 5102, 5349. 

§ 306. Public Printer: employment of skilled 
workmen; trial of skill 

The Public Printer shall employ workmen who 
are thoroughly skilled in their respective 
branches of industry, as shown by trial of their 
skill under his direction. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1240.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 41 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 45, 28 Stat. 607). 

§ 307. Public Printer: night work 

The Public Printer shall cause the public 
printing in the Government Printing Office to 
be done at night as well as through the day, 
when the exigencies of the public service require 
it. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1240.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 42 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 47, 28 Stat. 607). 

§ 308. Disbursing officer; deputy disbursing offi-
cer; certifying officers and employees 

(a) The Public Printer shall appoint from time 
to time a disbursing officer of the Government 
Printing Office (including the Office of the Su-
perintendent of Documents) who shall be under 
the direction of the Public Printer. The disburs-
ing officer shall (1) disburse moneys of the Gov-
ernment Printing Office only upon, and in strict 
accordance with, vouchers certified by the Pub-
lic Printer or by an officer or employee of the 
Government Printing Office authorized in writ-
ing by the Public Printer to certify such vouch-
ers, (2) make such examination of vouchers as 
may be necessary to ascertain whether they are 
in proper form, certified, and approved, and (3) 
be held accountable accordingly. However, the 
disbursing officer shall not be held accountable 
or responsible for any illegal, improper, or in-
correct payment resulting from any false, inac-
curate, or misleading certificate, the respon-
sibility for which, under subsection (c) of this 
section, is imposed upon a certifying officer or 
employee of the Government Printing Office. 

(b)(1) Upon the death, resignation, or separa-
tion from office of the disbursing officer, his ac-
counts may be continued, and payments and col-
lection may be made in his name, by any indi-
vidual designated as a deputy disbursing officer 
by the Public Printer, for a period of time not to 
extend beyond the last day of the second month 
following the month in which the death, res-
ignation, or separation occurred. Accounts and 
payments shall be allowed, audited, and settled, 
and checks signed in the name of the former dis-
bursing officer by a deputy disbursing officer 
shall be honored in the same manner as if the 
former disbursing officer had continued in of-
fice. 

(2) A former disbursing officer of the Govern-
ment Printing Office or his estate may not be 
subject to any legal liability or penalty for the 
official accounts or defaults of the deputy dis-
bursing officer acting in the name or in the 
place of the former disbursing officer. Each dep-
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uty disbursing officer is responsible for accounts 
entrusted to him under paragraph (1) of this sub-
section, and the deputy disbursing officer is lia-
ble for any default occurring during his service 
under such paragraph. 

(c)(1) The Public Printer may designate in 
writing officers and employees of the Govern-
ment Printing Office to certify vouchers for pay-
ment from appropriations and funds. Such offi-
cers and employees shall (A) be responsible for 
the existence and correctness of the facts re-
cited in the certificate or other voucher or its 
supporting papers and for the legality of the 
proposed payment under the appropriation or 
fund involved, (B) be responsible and account-
able for the correctness of the computations of 
certified vouchers, and (C) be accountable for, 
and required to make restitution to, the United 
States for the amount of any illegal, improper, 
or incorrect payment resulting from any false, 
inaccurate, or misleading certificate made by 
him, as well as for any payment prohibited by 
law or which did not represent a legal obligation 
under the appropriation or fund involved. How-
ever, the Comptroller General of the United 
States, may, at his discretion, relieve such cer-
tifying officer or employee of liability for any 
payment otherwise proper whenever he finds 
that (i) the certification was based on the offi-
cial records and that such certifying officer or 
employee did not know, and by reasonable dili-
gence and inquiry could not have ascertained, 
the actual facts, or (ii) when the obligation was 
incurred in good faith, the payment was not con-
trary to any statutory provision specifically 
prohibiting payments of the character involved, 
and the United States has received value for 
such payment. The Comptroller General shall 
relieve such certifying officer or employee of li-
ability for an overpayment for transportation 
services made to any common carrier covered by 
section 3726 of title 31, whenever he finds that 
the overpayment occurred solely because the ad-
ministrative examination made prior to pay-
ment of the transportation bill did not include a 
verification of transportation rates, freight clas-
sifications, or land grant deductions. 

(2) The liability of such certifying officers or 
employees shall be enforced in the same manner 
and to the same extent as provided by law with 
respect to the enforcement of the liability of 
disbursing and other accountable officers. Such 
certifying officers and employees shall have the 
right to apply for and obtain a decision by the 
Comptroller General on any question of law in-
volved in a payment on any vouchers presented 
to them for certification. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1240; Pub. 
L. 92–310, title II, § 210(b), June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 
204; Pub. L. 93–459, § 1(a), Oct. 20, 1974, 88 Stat. 
1384; Pub. L. 95–473, § 2(a)(5), Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 
1466; Pub. L. 97–258, § 3(m)(1), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 
Stat. 1066.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., §§ 52a, 63, 73 (part) 

(June 25, 1910, ch. 384, § 1, 36 Stat. 770; Feb. 20, 1923, ch. 

98, 42 Stat. 1278; Pub. L. 86–31, May 26, 1959, 73 Stat. 60). 

The last paragraph of this section is from former sec-

tion 73; the remainder of that section will be found in 

section 1702 of the revision. 

Paragraph (a) deleted as executed. 

AMENDMENTS 

1982—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 97–258 substituted ‘‘sec-

tion 3726 of title 31’’ for ‘‘section 244 of title 31’’. 
1978—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 95–473 substituted ‘‘sec-

tion 244 of title 31’’ for ‘‘section 66 of title 49’’. 
1974—Pub. L. 93–459 substituted ‘‘Disbursing officer; 

deputy disbursing officer; certifying officers and em-

ployees’’ for ‘‘Disbursing officer: continuation and set-

tlement of accounts during vacancy in office; respon-

sibility for accounts; disbursements for Superintendent 

of Documents’’ in section catchline. 
Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 93–459 added subsec. (a). Former 

subsec. (a) redesignated (b)(1). 
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 93–459 redesignated provisions 

of former subsec. (a) as subsec. (b)(1) and substituted 

‘‘by any individual designated as a deputy disbursing 

officer by the Public Printer’’ for ‘‘by the deputy dis-

bursing officer or officers designated by the Public 

Printer’’. 
Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 93–459 redesignated provisions 

of former subsec. (b) as subsec. (b)(2) and substituted 

‘‘paragraph (1) of this subsection’’ for ‘‘subsection (a) of 

this section’’, and ‘‘under such paragraph’’ for ‘‘under 

subsection (a) of this section’’. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93–459 added subsec. (c). Former 

subsec. (c), relating to disbursements on account of sal-

aries or other expenses of the office of the Superintend-

ent of Documents, was struck out. 
1972—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–310 struck out provisions 

which related to sureties on official bonds. 

§ 309. Revolving fund for operation and mainte-
nance of Government Printing Office: cap-
italization; reimbursements and credits; ac-
counting and budgeting; reports 

(a) The revolving fund of $1,000,000 established 
July 1, 1953, is available without fiscal year lim-
itation, for— 

the operation and maintenance of the Gov-
ernment Printing Office (except for those pro-
grams of the Superintendent of Documents 
which are funded by specific appropriations), 
including rental of buildings; 

attendance at meetings; 
maintenance and operation of the emer-

gency room; 
uniforms or uniform allowances; 
boots, coats, and gloves; 
repairs and minor alterations to buildings; 

and 
expenses authorized in writing by the Joint 

Committee on Printing for inspection of Gov-
ernment printing activities. 

In addition, the Public Printer shall provide 
capital for the fund by capitalizing, at fair and 
reasonable values as jointly determined by him 
and the Comptroller General, the current inven-
tories, plant, and building appurtenances, except 
building structures and land, equipment, and 
other assets of the Government Printing Office. 

(b) The fund shall be— 
(1) reimbursed for the cost of all services and 

supplies furnished, including those furnished 
other appropriations of the Government Print-
ing Office, at rates which include charges for 
overhead and related expenses, depreciation of 
plant and building appurtenances, except 
building structures and land, and equipment, 
and accrued leave; and 

(2) credited with all receipts including sales 
of Government publications, waste, con-
demned, and surplus property and with pay-
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ments received for losses or damage to prop-
erty. 

(c) An adequate system of accounts for the 
fund shall be maintained on the accrual method, 
and financial reports prepared on the basis of 
the accounts. The Public Printer shall prepare 
and submit an annual business-type budget pro-
gram for the operations under this fund. This 
budget program shall be considered and enacted 
as prescribed by section 9104 of title 31. 

(d) The Comptroller General shall audit the 
activities of the Government Printing Office at 
least once every 3 years and shall furnish re-
ports of such audits to the Congress and the 
Public Printer. For these purposes the Comp-
troller General shall have such access to the 
records, files, personnel, and facilities of the 
Government Printing Office as he considers nec-
essary. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1241; Pub. 
L. 93–604, title VII, § 707, Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 
1965; Pub. L. 97–258, § 3(m)(2), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 
Stat. 1066; Pub. L. 100–458, title III, § 310, Oct. 1, 
1988, 102 Stat. 2184; Pub. L. 101–163, title III, § 309, 
Nov. 21, 1989, 103 Stat. 1065; Pub. L. 101–520, title 
II, § 207, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2274; Pub. L. 
103–69, title II, § 207(a), Aug. 11, 1993, 107 Stat. 
707.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 63, 63a (Aug. 1, 1953, 

ch. 304, title I, § 101, 67 Stat. 330; Aug. 5, 1955, ch. 568, 

§ 101, 69 Stat. 519; June 27, 1956, ch. 453, § 101, 70 Stat. 

369); § 63a (July 28, 1967, Pub. L. 90–57, § 101 (part), 81 

Stat. 141). 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–69 substituted ‘‘shall 

be—’’ for ‘‘shall be:’’ in introductory provisions, in-

serted ‘‘and’’ at end of par. (1), substituted a period for 

‘‘; and’’ at end of par. (2), and struck out par. (3) which 

read as follows: ‘‘charged with payment into mis-

cellaneous receipts of the Treasury of that part of the 

receipts from the sales of Government publications re-

quired by law.’’ 
1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–520 substituted ‘‘uni-

forms or uniform allowances’’ for ‘‘uniforms, or allow-

ances therefor, as authorized by section 5901 of Title 5’’. 
1989—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–163 struck out ‘‘not to 

exceed $3,000 in any fiscal year’’ after ‘‘attendance at 

meetings’’. 
1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–458, § 310(a), substituted 

in the first sentence ‘‘(except for those programs of the 

Superintendent of Documents which are funded by spe-

cific appropriations),’’ for ‘‘, except the Office of Super-

intendent of Documents’’. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–458, § 310(b), substituted ‘‘This 

budget program shall be considered and enacted as pre-

scribed by section 9104 of title 31.’’ for ‘‘The Comptrol-

ler General shall audit the activities of the Govern-

ment Printing Office at least once in every three years 

and shall furnish reports of such audits to the Congress 

and the Public Printer. For these purposes the Comp-

troller General shall have such access to the records, 

files, personnel, and facilities of the Government Print-

ing Office as he considers necessary.’’ 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 100–458, § 310(c), amended subsec. 

(d) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (d) read as 

follows: ‘‘Commencing with the fiscal year 1969, the an-

nual business-type budget for the fund shall be consid-

ered and enacted as prescribed by section 9104 of title 

31.’’ 
1982—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 97–258 substituted ‘‘section 

9104 of title 31’’ for ‘‘section 849 of title 31’’. 
1975—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93–604 substituted provisions 

that the Comptroller General shall audit the activities 

of the Government Printing Office at least once in 

every three years and furnish reports of the audits to 

the Congress and the Public Printer for provisions that 

the General Accounting Office shall audit the activities 

of the Government Printing Office and furnish an audit 

report annually to the Congress and the Public Printer. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Section 207(c) of Pub. L. 103–69 provided that: ‘‘The 

amendments made by subsections (a) and (b) [amending 

this section and section 1708 of this title] shall take ef-

fect on October 1, 1993.’’ 

FEDERAL REGISTER PROGRAM; USE OF REVOLVING 

FUND; REIMBURSEMENT 

Title II of S. 2939, Ninety-seventh Congress, 2d Ses-

sion, as reported Sept. 22, 1982, and incorporated by ref-

erence in Pub. L. 97–276, § 101(e), Oct. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 

1189, to be effective as if enacted into law, provided in 

part: ‘‘That hereafter the revolving fund shall be avail-

able to finance the costs of printing and binding all 

other publications of the Federal Register program and 

be reimbursed from appropriated funds available there-

for’’. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Accounting and auditing, see section 3501 et seq. of 

Title 31, Money and Finance. 

Annual report of Public Printer, printing and dis-

tribution, see section 1340 of this title. 

Audit and settlement of accounts, see section 3521 et 

seq. of Title 31, Money and Finance. 

Budget process, see section 1101 et seq. of Title 31. 

Receipts from sales, disposition— 

Documents see section 1702 of this title. 

Federal Register, see section 1509 of this title. 

Government publications, additional copies, see 

section 1708 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 1509 of this title. 

§ 310. Payments for printing, binding, blank 
paper, and supplies 

An executive department or independent es-
tablishment of the Government ordering print-
ing and binding or blank paper and supplies 
from the Government Printing Office shall pay 
promptly by check to the Public Printer upon 
his written request, either in advance or upon 
completion of the work, all or part of the esti-
mated or actual cost, as the case may be, and 
bills rendered by the Public Printer are not sub-
ject to audit or certification in advance of pay-
ment. Adjustments on the basis of the actual 
cost of delivered work paid for in advance shall 
be made monthly or quarterly and as may be 
agreed by the Public Printer and the depart-
ment or establishment concerned. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1241.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 230 (Aug. 1, 1953, ch. 

304, title I, § 101, 67 Stat. 331). 

§ 311. Purchases exempt from the Federal Prop-
erty and Administrative Services Act; con-
tract negotiation authority 

(a) Purchases may be made from appropria-
tions under the ‘‘Government Printing Office’’ 
without reference to the Federal Property and 
Administrative Services Act, approved June 30, 
1949, as amended, concerning purchases for the 
Federal Government. 
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(b) In addition to the authority to negotiate 
otherwise provided by law, the Public Printer 
may negotiate purchases and contracts for sup-
plies or services for which the Public Printer de-
termines that it is impracticable to secure com-
petition by advertising. The Public Printer may 
not award a contract under this subsection un-
less he justifies the use of negotiation in writing 
and certifies the accuracy and completeness of 
the justification. The justification shall set out 
facts and circumstances that clearly and con-
vincingly establish that advertising would not 
be practicable for such contract. Such a jus-
tification is final and a copy thereof shall be 
maintained in the Government Printing Office 
for at least 6 years after the date of the deter-
mination. The Public Printer may designate one 
or more employees of the Government Printing 
Office to carry out this subsection. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1242; Pub. 
L. 99–151, title III, § 305(a), (b)(1), Nov. 13, 1985, 99 
Stat. 808.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 64 (Aug. 1, 1953, ch. 

304, title I, § 102, 67 Stat. 332). 

Reference to Printing Act of 1895 deleted as super-

seded by section 309. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Property and Administrative Services 

Act of 1949, as amended, referred to in subsec. (a), is act 

June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 377, as amended. Provi-

sions of that act relating to purchases are classified to 

subchapter IV (§ 251 et seq.) of chapter 4 of Title 41, 

Public Contracts. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-

tion 471 of Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and 

Works, and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Pub. L. 99–151, § 305(b)(1), inserted ‘‘; contract 

negotiation authority’’ in section catchline. 

Pub. L. 99–151, § 305(a), designated existing provisions 

as subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

§ 312. Machinery, material, equipment, or sup-
plies from other Government agencies 

An officer of the Government having machin-
ery, material, equipment, or supplies for print-
ing, binding, and blank-book work, including li-
thography, photolithography, and other proc-
esses of reproduction, no longer required or au-
thorized for his service, shall submit a detailed 
report of them to the Public Printer. The Public 
Printer, with the approval of the Joint Commit-
tee on Printing, may requisition such articles as 
are serviceable in the Government Printing Of-
fice, and they shall be promptly delivered to 
that office. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1242.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 59 (July 19, 1919, ch. 

24, § 3, 41 Stat. 233). 

§ 313. Examining boards: paper; bindery mate-
rials; machinery 

The Deputy Public Printer, the superintendent 
of printing, and a person designated by the Joint 
Committee on Printing, shall constitute a board 
to examine and report in writing on paper deliv-

ered under contract, or by purchase or other-
wise, at the Government Printing Office. 

The Deputy Public Printer, the superintendent 
of binding, and a person designated by the Joint 
Committee on Printing shall constitute a board 
to examine and report in writing on material, 
except paper, for the use of the bindery. 

The Deputy Public Printer, the superintendent 
of printing, and a person designated by the Joint 
Committee on Printing shall constitute a board 
of condemnation, who, upon the call of the Pub-
lic Printer, shall determine the condition of 
presses and other machinery and material used 
in the Government Printing Office, with a view 
to condemnation. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1242.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 49 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 23, 

§ 20, 28 Stat. 603; May 27, 1908, ch. 200, § 1, 35 Stat. 382; 

June 7, 1924, ch. 303, § 1, 43 Stat. 509). 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Comparison of paper and envelopes with standard 

quality, see section 513 of this title. 

Joint Committee on Printing determination of qual-

ity of paper, see section 514 of this title. 

§ 314. Inks, glues, and other supplies furnished to 
other Government agencies: payment 

Inks, glues, and other supplies manufactured 
by the Government Printing Office in connec-
tion with its work may be furnished to depart-
ments and other establishments of the Govern-
ment upon requisition, and payment made from 
appropriations available. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1242.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 62 (June 30, 1932, ch. 

314; pt. I, § 1, 47 Stat. 397). 

§ 315. Branches of Government Printing Office; 
limitations 

Money appropriated by any Act may not be 
used for maintaining more than one branch of 
the Government Printing Office in any one 
building occupied by an executive department of 
the Government, and a branch of the Govern-
ment Printing Office may not be established un-
less specifically authorized by law. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1242.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 61 (Aug. 1, 1914, ch. 

223, § 1, 38 Stat. 673). 

§ 316. Detail of employees of Government Print-
ing Office to other Government establish-
ments 

An employee of the Government Printing Of-
fice may not be detailed to duties not pertaining 
to the work of public printing and binding in an 
executive department or other Government es-
tablishment unless expressly authorized by law. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1242.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 47 (June 25, 1910, ch. 

384, § 1, 36 Stat. 770). 
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§ 317. Special policemen 

The Public Printer or his delegate may des-
ignate employees of the Government Printing 
Office to serve as special policemen to protect 
persons and property in premises and adjacent 
areas occupied by or under the control of the 
Government Printing Office. Under regulations 
to be prescribed by the Public Printer, employ-
ees designated as special policemen are author-
ized to bear and use arms in the performance of 
their duties; make arrest for violations of laws 
of the United States, the several States, and the 
District of Columbia; and enforce the regula-
tions of the Public Printer, including the re-
moval from Government Printing Office prem-
ises of individuals who violate such regulations. 
The jurisdiction of special policemen in prem-
ises occupied by or under the control of the Gov-
ernment Printing Office and adjacent areas shall 
be concurrent with the jurisdiction of the re-
spective law enforcement agencies where the 
premises are located. 

(Added Pub. L. 91–359, § 1(a), July 31, 1970, 84 
Stat. 668.) 

CHAPTER 5—PRODUCTION AND 
PROCUREMENT OF PRINTING AND BINDING 

Sec. 

501. Government printing, binding, and blank- 

book work to be done at Government Print-

ing Office. 
502. Procurement of printing, binding, and blank- 

book work by Public Printer. 
503. Printing in veterans’ hospitals. 
504. Direct purchase of printing, binding, and 

blank-book work by Government agencies. 
505. Sale of duplicate plates. 
506. Time for printing documents or reports which 

include illustrations or maps. 
507. Orders for printing to be acted upon within 

one year. 
508. Annual estimates of quantity of paper re-

quired for public printing and binding. 
509. Standards of paper; advertisements for pro-

posals; samples. 
510. Specifications in advertisements for paper. 

511. Opening bids; bonds. 

512. Approval of paper contracts; time for per-

formance; bonds. 

513. Comparison of paper and envelopes with 

standard quality. 

514. Determination of quality of paper. 

515. Default of contractor; new contracts and pur-

chase in open market. 

516. Liability of defaulting contractor. 

517. Purchase of paper in open market. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–553, § 105(a)(2), Oct. 19, 1976, 90 Stat. 

2599, struck out ‘‘; copyright’’ after ‘‘plates’’ in item 

505. 

FEDERAL RECORDS MANAGEMENT PROVISIONS WITHOUT 

EFFECT ON CHAPTER 

Authority and responsibilities under chapter not lim-

ited or repealed by Federal Records Management 

Amendments of 1976, see section 5(b) of Pub. L. 94–575, 

set out as a note under section 2901 of this title. 

§ 501. Government printing, binding, and blank- 
book work to be done at Government Print-
ing Office 

All printing, binding, and blank-book work for 
Congress, the Executive Office, the Judiciary, 

other than the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and every executive department, inde-
pendent office and establishment of the Govern-
ment, shall be done at the Government Printing 
Office, except— 

(1) classes of work the Joint Committee on 
Printing considers to be urgent or necessary 
to have done elsewhere; and 

(2) printing in field printing plants operated 
by an executive department, independent of-
fice or establishment, and the procurement of 
printing by an executive department, inde-
pendent office or establishment from allot-
ments for contract field printing, if approved 
by the Joint Committee on Printing. 

Printing or binding may be done at the Gov-
ernment Printing Office only when authorized 
by law. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1243.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 111 and 116 (part) 

(Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 23, §§ 86, 87, 28 Stat. 662; Mar. 1, 1919, 

ch. 86, § 11, 40 Stat. 1270; July 5, 1949, ch. 296, 63 Stat. 

405). 

This section incorporates only the first sentence of 

former section 116. The balance will be found in section 

1123 of the revision. 

VEGETABLE INK PRINTING 

Pub. L. 103–348, Oct. 6, 1994, 108 Stat. 3133, provided 

that: 

‘‘SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘Vegetable Ink Print-

ing Act of 1994’.’’ 

‘‘SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the following: 

‘‘(1) More than 95 percent of Federal printing in-

volving documents or publications is performed using 

lithographic inks. 

‘‘(2) Various types of oil, including petroleum and 

vegetable oil, are used in lithographic ink. 

‘‘(3) Increasing the amount of vegetable oil used in 

a lithographic ink would— 

‘‘(A) help reduce the Nation’s use of nonrenewable 

energy resources; 

‘‘(B) result in the use of products that are less 

damaging to the environment; 

‘‘(C) result in a reduction of volatile organic com-

pound emissions; and 

‘‘(D) increase the use of renewable agricultural 

products. 

‘‘(4) The technology exists to use vegetable oil in 

lithographic ink and, in some applications, to use 

lithographic ink that uses no petroleum distillates in 

the liquid portion of the ink. 

‘‘(5) Some lithographic inks have contained vegeta-

ble oils for many years; other lithographic inks have 

more recently begun to use vegetable oil. 

‘‘(6) According to the Government Printing Office, 

using vegetable oil-based ink appears to add little if 

any additional cost to Government printing. 

‘‘(7) Use of vegetable oil-based ink in Federal Gov-

ernment printing should further develop— 

‘‘(A) the commercial viability of vegetable oil- 

based ink, which could result in demand, for domes-

tic use alone, for 2,500,000,000 pounds of vegetable 

crops or 500,000,000 pounds of vegetable oil; and 

‘‘(B) a product that could help the United States 

retain or enlarge its share of the world market for 

vegetable oil-ink. 

‘‘(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to require 

that all lithographic printing using ink containing oil 

that is performed or procured by a Federal agency shall 

use ink containing the maximum amounts of vegetable 
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