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Sec.
SUBCHAPTER V—RESIDENT COMMISSIONER

891. Resident Commissioner; election.

892. Qualifications of Commissioner; appointment
to fill vacancy.

893. Salary of Commissioner; allowances; franking
privilege.

894. Salary and traveling expenses; payment.

SUBCHAPTER VI—SLUM CLEARANCE AND URBAN
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

910. Slum clearance and urban redevelopment and
renewal projects; powers of government.

910a. Authorization of loans, conveyances, etc., by
government and municipalities.

910b. Ratification of prior acts.

SUBCHAPTER VII—LOW RENT HOUSING

PROJECTS AND ELIMINATION OF SUB-STAND-
ARD HOUSING

911. Legislative authorization to create authori-
ties.

912. Authority to appoint commissioners; powers
of authorities.

913. Authorization of loans, conveyances, etc., by
municipalities.

914. Issuance of bonds and obligations.

915. Bonds as public debt.

916. Ratification of previous legislation.

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in sections 1469a—-1 of this
title; title 16 section 1453.

SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERAL PROVISIONS

§731. Territory included under name Puerto
Rico

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to
the island of Puerto Rico and to the adjacent is-
lands belonging to the United States and waters
of those islands; and the name Puerto Rico, as
used in this chapter, shall be held to include not
only the island of that name, but all the adja-
cent islands as aforesaid.

(Mar. 2, 1917, ch. 145, §1, 39 Stat. 951; May 17,
1932, ch. 190, 47 Stat. 158.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“‘this Act’’, meaning act Mar. 2, 1917, ch. 145, 39 Stat.
951, as amended, known as the Puerto Rican Federal
Relations Act and also popularly known as the Jones
Act, which is classified principally to this chapter. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out below and Tables.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in act Apr. 12, 1900, ch. 191, 31 Stat. 77, which is
popularly known as the ‘‘Foraker Act’ and also as the
“Puerto Rico Civil Code”’.

Section 1 of act Apr. 12, 1900, was similar to this sec-
tion, except that it described the adjacent islands and
waters of those islands as those lying east of the sev-
enty-fourth meridian of longitude west of Greenwich,
which were ceded to the United States by the Govern-
ment of Spain by the treaty of Dec. 10, 1898, 30 Stat.
1754.

CHANGE OF NAME

“Puerto Rico’ substituted in text for ‘“Porto Rico”
pursuant to act May 17, 1932, which is classified to sec-
tion 731a of this title.

SHORT TITLE

Act July 3, 1950, ch. 446, §4, 64 Stat. 319, provided, in
part, that the act of Mar. 2, 1917, ch. 145, 39 Stat. 951
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[enacting this chapter, section 1019 of this title, section
46 of Title 2, The Congress, and section 358 of Title 8,
Aliens and Nationality, and amending sections 325, 327,
and 328 of former Title 39, Postal Service], may be cited
as the ““Puerto Rican Federal Relations Act’’. The act
of Mar. 2, 1917, is also popularly known as the ‘‘Jones
Act”.

UNITED STATES-PUERTO RICO COMMISSION ON THE
STATUS OF PUERTO RICO

Pub. L. 88-271, Feb. 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 17, as amended by
Pub. L. 89-84, July 24, 1965, 79 Stat. 261, established a
United States-Puerto Rico Commission on the Status
of Puerto Rico to study all factors, including but not
limited to applicable laws, treaties, constitutions, and
agreements having a bearing on the relationship be-
tween the United States and Puerto Rico. The Commis-
sion was required to render its report to the President
of the United States, the Congress of the United States,
the Governor of Puerto Rico, and the Legislative As-
sembly of Puerto Rico not later than Sept. 30, 1966.

ADMINISTRATION OF GOVERNMENT

The administration of the Government of Puerto
Rico was transferred from the Bureau of Insular Affairs
to the Office of Territories (formerly the Division of
Territories and Island Possessions and now the Office of
Territorial Affairs), in the Department of the Interior
by Executive Order No. 6726, eff. May 29, 1934, eff. Mar.
2, 1935. For present government of the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, see section 731d of this title.

§ 731a. Change of name; Puerto Rico

From and after May 17, 1932, the island des-
ignated ‘“‘Porto Rico’ in the Act entitled ‘““‘An
Act to provide a civil government for Porto
Rico, and for other purposes,” approved March 2,
1917, as amended, shall be known and designated
as ‘‘Puerto Rico.” All laws, regulations, and
public documents and records of the United
States in which such island is designated or re-
ferred to under the name of ‘“Porto Rico’ shall
be held to refer to such island under and by the
name of ‘“‘Puerto Rico.”

(May 17, 1932, ch. 190, 47 Stat. 158.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Act approved March 2, 1917, as amended, referred to
in text, is act Mar. 2, 1917, ch. 145, 39 Stat. 951, as
amended, known as the Puerto Rican Federal Relations
Act and also popularly known as the Jones Act, which
is classified principally to this chapter. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 731 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was not enacted as part of the Puerto Rican
Federal Relations Act which comprises this chapter.

§ 731b. Organization of a government pursuant to
a constitution

Fully recognizing the principle of government
by consent, sections 731b to 731le of this title are
now adopted in the nature of a compact so that
the people of Puerto Rico may organize a gov-
ernment pursuant to a constitution of their own
adoption.

(July 3, 1950, ch. 446, §1, 64 Stat. 319.)

CODIFICATION

Section was not enacted as part of the Puerto Rican
Federal Relations Act which comprises this chapter.



