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1 So in original. The period probably should be a semicolon. 

(Pub. L. 92–522, title IV, § 409, formerly title III, 
§ 309, as added Pub. L. 102–587, title III, § 3003(a), 
Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat. 5066; renumbered title IV, 
§ 409, and amended Pub. L. 103–238, § 24(b), (c)(7), 
(8), Apr. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 565, 566.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Par. (1). Pub. L. 103–238, § 24(c)(7), made tech-

nical amendment to reference to section 1421d(a) of this 

title to reflect renumbering of corresponding section of 

original act. 
Par. (5). Pub. L. 103–238, § 24(c)(8), made technical 

amendment to reference to section 1421f(a) of this title 

to reflect renumbering of corresponding section of 

original act.  
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§ 1431. Findings, purposes, and policies 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) this Nation historically has recognized 

the importance of protecting special areas of 
its public domain, but these efforts have been 
directed almost exclusively to land areas 
above the high-water mark; 

(2) certain areas of the marine environment 
possess conservation, recreational, ecological, 
historical, research, educational, or esthetic 
qualities which give them special national, 
and in some cases international, significance; 

(3) while the need to control the effects of 
particular activities has led to enactment of 
resource-specific legislation, these laws can-
not in all cases provide a coordinated and 
comprehensive approach to the conservation 
and management of special areas of the ma-
rine environment; 

(4) a Federal program which identifies spe-
cial areas of the marine environment will con-
tribute positively to marine resources con-
servation, research, and management; 

(5) such a Federal program will also serve to 
enhance public awareness, understanding, ap-
preciation, and wise use of the marine envi-
ronment; and 

(6) protection of these special areas can con-
tribute to maintaining a natural assemblage 
of living resources for future generations. 

(b) Purposes and policies 

The purposes and policies of this chapter are— 
(1) to identify and designate as national ma-

rine sanctuaries areas of the marine environ-
ment which are of special national signifi-
cance; 

(2) to provide authority for comprehensive 
and coordinated conservation and manage-
ment of these marine areas, and activities af-
fecting them, in a manner which complements 
existing regulatory authorities.1 

(3) to support, promote, and coordinate sci-
entific research on, and monitoring of, the re-
sources of these marine areas, especially long- 
term monitoring and research of these areas; 

(4) to enhance public awareness, understand-
ing, appreciation, and wise use of the marine 
environment; 

(5) to facilitate to the extent compatible 
with the primary objective of resource protec-
tion, all public and private uses of the re-
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