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CHAPTER 38—DISCRIMINATION BASED ON
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§1681. Sex

(a) Prohibition against discrimination; excep-
tions

No person in the United States shall, on the
basis of sex, be excluded from participation in,
be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to dis-
crimination under any education program or ac-
tivity receiving Federal financial assistance, ex-
cept that:

(1) Classes of educational institutions subject
to prohibition

in regard to admissions to educational insti-
tutions, this section shall apply only to insti-
tutions of vocational education, professional
education, and graduate higher education, and
to public institutions of undergraduate higher
education;

(2) Educational institutions
planned change in admissions

commencing

in regard to admissions to educational insti-
tutions, this section shall not apply (A) for
one year from June 23, 1972, nor for six years
after June 23, 1972, in the case of an edu-
cational institution which has begun the proc-
ess of changing from being an institution
which admits only students of one sex to being
an institution which admits students of both
sexes, but only if it is carrying out a plan for
such a change which is approved by the Sec-
retary of Education or (B) for seven years
from the date an educational institution be-
gins the process of changing from being an in-
stitution which admits only students of only
one sex to being an institution which admits
students of both sexes, but only if it is carry-
ing out a plan for such a change which is ap-
proved by the Secretary of Education, which-
ever is the later;

(3) Educational institutions of religious organi-
zations with contrary religious tenets

this section shall not apply to an edu-
cational institution which is controlled by a
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religious organization if the application of
this subsection would not be consistent with
the religious tenets of such organization;

(4) Educational institutions training individ-
uals for military services or merchant ma-
rine

this section shall not apply to an edu-
cational institution whose primary purpose is
the training of individuals for the military
services of the United States, or the merchant
marine;

(5) Public educational institutions with tradi-
tional and continuing admissions policy

in regard to admissions this section shall
not apply to any public institution of under-
graduate higher education which is an institu-
tion that traditionally and continually from
its establishment has had a policy of admit-
ting only students of one sex;

(6) Social fraternities or sororities; voluntary
youth service organizations

this section shall not apply to membership
practices—

(A) of a social fraternity or social sorority
which is exempt from taxation under section
501(a) of title 26, the active membership of
which consists primarily of students in at-
tendance at an institution of higher edu-
cation, or

(B) of the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion, Young Women’s Christian Association,
Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Camp Fire Girls,
and voluntary youth service organizations
which are so exempt, the membership of
which has traditionally been limited to per-
sons of one sex and principally to persons of
less than nineteen years of age;

(7) Boy or Girl conferences

this section shall not apply to—

(A) any program or activity of the Amer-
ican Legion undertaken in connection with
the organization or operation of any Boys
State conference, Boys Nation conference,
Girls State conference, or Girls Nation con-
ference; or

(B) any program or activity of any second-
ary school or educational institution specifi-
cally for—

(i) the promotion of any Boys State con-
ference, Boys Nation conference, Girls
State conference, or Girls Nation con-
ference; or

(ii) the selection of students to attend
any such conference;

(8) Father-son or mother-daughter activities at
educational institutions

this section shall not preclude father-son or
mother-daughter activities at an educational
institution, but if such activities are provided
for students of one sex, opportunities for rea-
sonably comparable activities shall be pro-
vided for students of the other sex; and
(9) Institution of higher education scholarship

awards in “beauty” pageants

this section shall not apply with respect to
any scholarship or other financial assistance
awarded by an institution of higher education



