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(Pub. L. 103–400, § 3, Oct. 22, 1994, 108 Stat. 4169.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 290n–2 of this 
title. 

§ 290n–2. Other authorized functions 

In addition to the duties described in section 
290n–1 of this title, the Commission should be 
authorized to perform the following functions as 
the Commission determines to be appropriate— 

(1) to conduct or support investigations, re-
search, or studies designed to identify, study, 
and monitor, on an on-going basis, health 
problems that affect the general population in 
the United States-Mexico Border Area; 

(2) to conduct or support a binational, pub-
lic-private effort to establish a comprehensive 
and coordinated system, which uses advanced 
technologies to the maximum extent possible, 
for gathering health-related data and monitor-
ing health problems in the United States-Mex-
ico Border Area; and 

(3) to provide financial, technical, or admin-
istrative assistance to public or private non-
profit entities who act to prevent or resolve 
such problems or who educate the population 
concerning such health problems. 

(Pub. L. 103–400, § 4, Oct. 22, 1994, 108 Stat. 4169.) 

§ 290n–3. Membership 

(a) Number and appointment of United States 
section 

The United States section of the Commission 
should be composed of 13 members. The section 
should consist of the following members: 

(1) The Secretary of Health and Human 
Services or the Secretary’s delegate. 

(2) The commissioners of health or chief 
health officer from the States of Texas, New 
Mexico, Arizona, and California or such com-
missioners’ delegates. 

(3) Two individuals residing in United 
States-Mexico Border Area in each of the 
States of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and 
California who are nominated by the chief ex-
ecutive officer of the respective States and ap-
pointed by the President from among individ-
uals who have demonstrated ties to commu-
nity-based organizations and have dem-
onstrated interest and expertise in health is-
sues of the United States-Mexico Border Area. 

(b) Commissioner 

The Commissioner of the United States sec-
tion of the Commission should be the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services or such individ-
ual’s delegate to the Commission. The Commis-
sioner should be the leader of the section. 

(c) Compensation 

Members of the United States section of the 
Commission who are not employees of the 
United States or any State— 

(1) shall each receive compensation at a rate 
of not to exceed the daily equivalent of the an-
nual rate of basic pay payable for positions at 
GS–15 of the General Schedule under section 
5332 of title 5 for each day such member is en-
gaged in the actual performance of the duties 
of the Commission; and 

(2) shall be allowed travel expenses, includ-
ing per diem in lieu of subsistence at rates au-
thorized for employees of agencies under sub-
chapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, while away 
from their homes or regular places of business 
in the performance of services of the Commis-
sion. 

(Pub. L. 103–400, § 5, Oct. 22, 1994, 108 Stat. 4170.) 

§ 290n–4. Regional offices 

The Commission may designate or establish 
one border health office in each of the States of 
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California. 
Such office should be located within the United 
States-Mexico Border Area, and should be coor-
dinated with— 

(1) State border health offices; and 
(2) local nonprofit organizations designated 

by the State’s chief executive officer and di-
rectly involved in border health issues. 

If feasible to avoid duplicative efforts, the Com-
mission offices should be located in existing 
State or local nonprofit offices. The Commission 
should provide adequate compensation for coop-
erative efforts and resources. 

(Pub. L. 103–400, § 6, Oct. 22, 1994, 108 Stat. 4170.) 

§ 290n–5. Reports 

Not later than February 1 of each year that 
occurs more than 1 year after the date of the es-
tablishment of the Commission, the Commission 
should submit an annual report to both the 
United States Government and the Government 
of Mexico regarding all activities of the Com-
mission during the preceding calendar year. 

(Pub. L. 103–400, § 7, Oct. 22, 1994, 108 Stat. 4171.) 

§ 290n–6. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter: 

(1) Commission 

The term ‘‘Commission’’ means the United 
States-Mexico Border Health Commission. 

(2) Health problem 

The term ‘‘health problem’’ means a disease 
or medical ailment or an environmental condi-
tion that poses the risk of disease or medical 
ailment. The term includes diseases, ailments, 
or risks of disease or ailment caused by or re-
lated to environmental factors, control of ani-
mals and rabies, control of insect and rodent 
vectors, disposal of solid and hazardous waste, 
and control and monitoring of air quality. 

(3) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services. 

(4) United States-Mexico Border Area 

The term ‘‘United States-Mexico Border 
Area’’ means the area located in the United 
States and Mexico within 100 kilometers of the 
border between the United States and Mexico. 

(Pub. L. 103–400, § 8, Oct. 22, 1994, 108 Stat. 4171.) 

CHAPTER 8—FOREIGN SERVICE BUILDINGS 

Sec. 

291. Lease of buildings, etc., for offices, living 
quarters, heat, light, and equipment. 
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Sec. 

292. Acquisition of sites and buildings for diplo-
matic and consular establishments; allot-
ment of space; credit of payments without 
regard to limitations of amounts. 

(a) Authority of Secretary of State. 
(b) Payments from other than appro-

priated funds for acquisition of 
property. 

292a. Demonstration of solar and other renewable 
energy technologies in foreign countries. 

(a) Use of renewable energy systems in 
United States buildings in foreign 
countries. 

(b) Implementation of renewable energy 
projects by Secretary. 

(c) Planning for use of renewable energy 
systems in construction of new 
buildings. 

(d) Availability of sums previously au-
thorized to be appropriated. 

293. Repealed. 
294. Manner of use of buildings; contracts for con-

struction, etc. 
294a. Contracts requiring payment in foreign cur-

rency. 
295. Authorization of appropriations; Foreign 

Service Building Fund; expenditures; for-
eign currencies. 

295a, 295b. Omitted. 
296. Duties of Secretary of State with respect to 

commission and properties. 
296a. Maintenance management of overseas prop-

erty. 
297. Acquisition of property by lease. 
297a, 298. Omitted. 
299. Short title. 
300. Dispositions of property; damage payments; 

acceptance of gifts or services. 
(a) Authority of Secretary of State. 
(b) Disposition of proceeds; report to 

Congress. 
(c) Proceeds from sale of furniture, fur-

nishings, and equipment. 
301. Lease or rental arrangements of not less than 

ten years; approval by Secretary; delega-
tion of authority; information to Congress. 

(a) Leases. 
(b) Advance payments for long-term 

leases and lease purchase. 
302. Award of contracts. 

(a) Eligibility limitation for construc-
tion, etc., abroad. 

(b) Foreign laws and regulations; com-
petitive status and adequacy; bidder 
qualifications. 

(c) Contracts for construction, etc., in 
United States. 

(d) Discretionary determinations by Sec-
retary of State. 

(e) Termination of requirements. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 2701, 2703, 4304 
of this title; title 7 section 1765d; title 40 sections 474, 
511. 

§ 291. Lease of buildings, etc., for offices, living 
quarters, heat, light, and equipment 

The Secretary of State may lease or rent, for 
periods not exceeding ten years, such buildings 
and grounds for the use of the Foreign Service 
as may be necessary; and he may, in accordance 
with existing practice without cost to them, and 
within the limit of any appropriation made by 
Congress, furnish the officers and employees in 
the Foreign Service with living quarters, heat, 
light, and household equipment in Government- 

owned or rented buildings, at places where, in 
his judgment, it would be in the public interest 
to do so, notwithstanding the provisions of sec-
tion 5536 of title 5; and appropriations for ‘‘Con-
tingent expenses, foreign missions,’’ and ‘‘Con-
tingent expenses, consulates,’’ are made avail-
able for such purposes. 

(Apr. 18, 1930, ch. 184, title I, 46 Stat. 177.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Foreign Serv-
ice Buildings Act, 1926, which comprises this chapter. 

‘‘Section 5536 of title 5’’ substituted in text for ‘‘sec-
tion 1765 of the Revised Statutes (U.S.C., title 5, sec. 70; 
U.S.C., Supp. III, title 5, sec. 70)’’ on authority of Pub. 
L. 89–554, § 7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, the first sec-
tion of which enacted Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Gifts of buildings for diplomatic and consular service, 
see section 2697 of this title. 

§ 292. Acquisition of sites and buildings for diplo-
matic and consular establishments; allotment 
of space; credit of payments without regard 
to limitations of amounts 

(a) Authority of Secretary of State 

The Secretary of State is empowered to ac-
quire by purchase or construction in the manner 
hereinafter provided, within the limits of appro-
priations made to carry out this chapter, by ex-
change, in whole or in part, of any building or 
grounds of the United States in foreign coun-
tries and under the jurisdiction and control of 
the Secretary of State, sites and buildings in 
foreign capitals and in other foreign cities, and 
to alter, repair, and furnish such buildings for 
the use of the diplomatic and consular establish-
ments of the United States, or for the purpose of 
consolidating within one or more buildings, the 
embassies, legation, consulates, and other agen-
cies of the United States Government there 
maintained. The space in such buildings shall be 
allotted by the Secretary of State among the 
several agencies of the United States Govern-
ment. 

(b) Payments from other than appropriated 
funds for acquisition of property 

Payments made for rent or otherwise by the 
United States from funds other than appropria-
tions made to carry out this chapter may be 
credited toward the acquisition of property 
under this chapter without regard to limitations 
of amounts imposed by this chapter. 

(May 7, 1926, ch. 250, § 1, 44 Stat. 403; May 29, 1928, 
ch. 876, § 1, 45 Stat. 971; Aug. 12, 1963, Pub. L. 
88–94, § 2(b), 77 Stat. 122; Oct. 10, 1966, Pub. L. 
89–636, § 2, 80 Stat. 881; Aug. 17, 1977, Pub. L. 
95–105, title I, § 106(a), 91 Stat. 845.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–105, § 106(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘to carry out’’ for ‘‘pursuant to’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–105, § 106(a)(2), substituted ‘‘to 
carry out’’ for ‘‘under authority of’’. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–636 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

1963—Pub. L. 88–94 struck out ‘‘, subject to the direc-
tion of the commission hereinafter established,’’ after 
‘‘is empowered’’, ‘‘under such terms and conditions as 


