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§ 328. Payment for care and treatment 

(a) Persons liable; scope of liability; compromise 
or waiver; investigations; judicial proceed-
ings 

Any person hospitalized under section 324 of 

this title or his estate, shall be liable to pay or 

contribute toward the payment of the costs or 

charges for his care and treatment to the same 

extent as such person would, if resident in the 

District of Columbia, be liable to pay, under the 

laws of the District of Columbia, for his care and 

maintenance in a hospital for the mentally ill in 

that jurisdiction. The Secretary may, in his dis-

cretion, where in his judgment substantial jus-

tice will be best served thereby or the probable 

recovery will not warrant the expense of collec-

tion, compromise or waive the whole or any por-

tion of any claim under this section. In carrying 

out this section, the Secretary may make or 

cause to be made such investigations as may be 

necessary to determine the ability of any person 

hospitalized under section 324 of this title to pay 

or contribute toward the cost of his hospitaliza-

tion. All collections or reimbursement on ac-

count of the costs and charges for the care of the 

eligible person shall be deposited in the Treas-

ury as miscellaneous receipts. Any judicial pro-

ceedings to recover such costs or charges shall 

be brought in the name of the United States in 

any court of competent jurisdiction. 

(b) ‘‘Costs or charges’’ defined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘costs or 

charges’’ means, in the case of hospitalization at 

a hospital under the jurisdiction of the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services, a per diem 

rate prescribed by the Secretary on a basis com-

parable to that charged for any other paying pa-

tients and, in the case of persons hospitalized 

elsewhere, the contract rate or a per diem rate 

fixed by the Secretary on the basis of the con-

tract rate. 

(Pub. L. 86–571, § 8, July 5, 1960, 74 Stat. 310; Pub. 

L. 96–88, title V, § 509(b), Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 

695.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Department of Health and Human Services’’ sub-

stituted in text for ‘‘Department of Health, Education, 

and Welfare’’ pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 96–88 

which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Edu-

cation. 

§ 329. Availability of appropriations for transpor-
tation 

Appropriations for carrying out this chapter 

shall also be available for the transportation of 

any eligible person and necessary attendants to 

or from a hospital (including any hospital of a 

State or political subdivision to which an eligi-

ble person is released under section 323 of this 

title), to the place where a relative to whom any 

person is released under section 323 of this title 

resides, or to a person’s home upon his discharge 

from hospitalization under this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 86–571, § 9, July 5, 1960, 74 Stat. 310.)  
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§ 401. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter: 

(1) The term ‘‘Retirement Home’’ means the 

Armed Forces Retirement Home established 

under section 411(a) of this title. 

(2) The term ‘‘Retirement Home Board’’ 

means the Armed Forces Retirement Home 

Board. 

(3) The term ‘‘Local Board’’ means a Board 

of Trustees established for each facility of the 

Retirement Home maintained as a separate es-

tablishment of the Retirement Home for ad-

ministrative purposes. 

(4) The term ‘‘Director’’ means a Director of 

the Armed Forces Retirement Home appointed 

under section 417(a) of this title. 

(5) The term ‘‘Fund’’ means the Armed 

Forces Retirement Home Trust Fund estab-

lished under section 419(a) of this title. 

(6) The term ‘‘Armed Forces’’ does not in-

clude the Coast Guard when it is not operating 

as a service in the Navy. 

(7) The term ‘‘chief personnel officers’’ 

means— 

(A) the Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel 

of the Army; 

(B) the Chief of Naval Personnel; 

(C) the Deputy Chief of Staff, Manpower 

and Personnel of the Air Force; and 

(D) the Deputy Chief of Staff for Manpower 

of the Marine Corps. 

(8) The term ‘‘senior noncommissioned offi-

cers’’ means the following: 

(A) The Sergeant Major of the Army. 

(B) The Master Chief Petty Officer of the 

Navy. 

(C) The Chief Master Sergeant of the Air 

Force. 

(D) The Sergeant Major of the Marine 

Corps. 

(Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title XV, § 1502, Nov. 5, 

1990, 104 Stat. 1722.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this title’’, meaning title XV of Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, 

Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1722, as amended, which is classi-

fied principally to this chapter. For complete classi-

fication of title XV to the Code, see Short Title note 

below and Tables. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 1541 of title XV of div. A of Pub. L. 101–510, 

as amended by Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title III, § 366(f), 

Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1632, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except where otherwise specified, 

this title [see Short Title note below] and the amend-

ments made by this title shall take effect one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 5, 

1990]. 

‘‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF FUND.—Sections 1519, 1531, 

and 1533(c)(1) [enacting sections 419 and 431 of this title 

and amending section 1321 of Title 31, Money and Fi-

nance] shall take effect on the date of the enactment of 

this Act [Nov. 5, 1990]. 

‘‘(c) APPOINTMENT OF BOARD.—The provisions of sec-

tion 1515 [enacting section 415 of this title] relating to 

the appointment and designation of members of the Re-

tirement Home Board and Local Boards shall take ef-

fect on October 1, 1991. 

‘‘(d) APPLICABILITY.—Section 1520 of this Act [enact-

ing section 420 of this title] shall apply to the estate of 

each resident of the Armed Forces Retirement Home, 

including the United States Soldiers’ and Airmen’s 

Home and the Naval Home, who dies after November 29, 

1989.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1501 of title XV of div. A of Pub. L. 101–510 

provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting this chapter, 

amending section 6a of this title, sections 1089, 2575, 

2772, 4624, 4712, 9624, and 9712 of Title 10, Armed Forces, 

section 1321 of Title 31, Money and Finance, section 1007 

of Title 37, Pay and Allowances of the Uniformed Serv-

ices, and section 906 of Title 44, Public Printing and 

Documents, repealing sections 21a to 25, 41 to 43, 44b, 45 

to 46b, 48 to 50, 54, and 59 of this title and sections 4713 

and 9713 of Title 10, and enacting provisions set out as 

notes above and under section 2772 of Title 10] may be 

cited as the ‘Armed Forces Retirement Home Act of 

1991’.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER I—ESTABLISHMENT AND 

OPERATION OF RETIREMENT HOME 

§ 411. Establishment of Armed Forces Retirement 
Home 

(a) Inclusion of existing homes 

The United States Soldiers’ and Airmen’s 

Home and the Naval Home are hereby incor-

porated into an independent establishment in 

the Executive branch of the Federal Govern-

ment to be known as the Armed Forces Retire-

ment Home. 

(b) Purpose 

The purpose of the Retirement Home is to pro-

vide, through the United States Soldiers’ and 

Airmen’s Home and the Naval Home, a residence 

and related services for certain retired and 

former members of the Armed Forces. 

(c) Operation 

Each facility of the Retirement Home main-

tained as a separate establishment of the Retire-

ment Home for administrative purposes shall be 

operated by a Director under the overall super-

vision of the Armed Forces Retirement Home 

Board. 

(d) Property and facilities 

(1) The Retirement Home shall consist of such 

property and facilities as may be transferred to 

the Retirement Home or acquired by the Retire-

ment Home Board for inclusion in the Retire-

ment Home. 

(2) On the effective date specified in section 

1541(a), the property and facilities known and 

operated as the Naval Home and the United 

States Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home shall be 

transferred to, and made a part of, the Retire-

ment Home. 

(e) Department of Defense support 

The Secretary of Defense may make available 

to the Retirement Home, on a nonreimbursable 


