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(B) amounts not so shown previously as-
sessed (or collected without assessment), 
over 

(2) the amount of rebates made. 

For purposes of paragraph (2), the term ‘‘rebate’’ 
means so much of an abatement, credit, refund, 
or other repayment, as was made on the ground 
that the tax imposed was less than the excess of 
the amount specified in paragraph (1) over the 
rebates previously made. 

(b) Penalties applicable only where return filed 

The penalties provided in this part shall apply 
only in cases where a return of tax is filed (other 
than a return prepared by the Secretary under 
the authority of section 6020(b)). 

(c) Reasonable cause exception 

(1) In general 

No penalty shall be imposed under this part 
with respect to any portion of an under-
payment if it is shown that there was a rea-
sonable cause for such portion and that the 
taxpayer acted in good faith with respect to 
such portion. 

(2) Special rule for certain valuation overstate-
ments 

In the case of any underpayment attrib-
utable to a substantial or gross valuation 
overstatement under chapter 1 with respect to 
charitable deduction property, paragraph (1) 
shall not apply unless— 

(A) the claimed value of the property was 
based on a qualified appraisal made by a 
qualified appraiser, and 

(B) in addition to obtaining such appraisal, 
the taxpayer made a good faith investiga-
tion of the value of the contributed prop-
erty. 

(3) Definitions 

For purposes of this subsection— 

(A) Charitable deduction property 

The term ‘‘charitable deduction property’’ 
means any property contributed by the tax-
payer in a contribution for which a deduc-
tion was claimed under section 170. For pur-
poses of paragraph (2), such term shall not 
include any securities for which (as of the 
date of the contribution) market quotations 
are readily available on an established secu-
rities market. 

(B) Qualified appraiser 

The term ‘‘qualified appraiser’’ means any 
appraiser meeting the requirements of the 
regulations prescribed under section 
170(a)(1). 

(C) Qualified appraisal 

The term ‘‘qualified appraisal’’ means any 
appraisal meeting the requirements of the 
regulations prescribed under section 
170(a)(1). 

(Added Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, § 7721(a), Dec. 
19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2398.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 6662 of this title. 

PART III—APPLICABLE RULES 

Sec. 

6665. Applicable rules. 

Sec. 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, § 7721(a), Dec. 19, 1989, 
103 Stat. 2398, added part heading and analysis. 

§ 6665. Applicable rules 

(a) Additions treated as tax 

Except as otherwise provided in this title— 
(1) the additions to the tax, additional 

amounts, and penalties provided by this chap-
ter shall be paid upon notice and demand and 
shall be assessed, collected, and paid in the 
same manner as taxes; and 

(2) any reference in this title to ‘‘tax’’ im-
posed by this title shall be deemed also to 
refer to the additions to the tax, additional 
amounts, and penalties provided by this chap-
ter. 

(b) Procedure for assessing certain additions to 
tax 

For purposes of subchapter B of chapter 63 (re-
lating to deficiency procedures for income, es-
tate, gift, and certain excise taxes), subsection 
(a) shall not apply to any addition to tax under 
section 6651, 6654, or 6655; except that it shall 
apply— 

(1) in the case of an addition described in 
section 6651, to that portion of such addition 
which is attributable to a deficiency in tax de-
scribed in section 6211; or 

(2) to an addition described in section 6654 or 
6655, if no return is filed for the taxable year. 

(Added Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, § 7721(a), Dec. 
19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2399.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to returns the due date for which 
(determined without regard to extensions) is after Dec. 
31, 1989, see section 7721(d) of Pub. L. 101–239, set out as 
an Effective Date of 1989 Amendment note under sec-
tion 461 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 5684, 5761 of this 
title.  

Subchapter B—Assessable Penalties 

Part 

I. General provisions. 
II. Failure to comply with certain information 

reporting requirements. 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, § 7711(b)(5), Dec. 19, 
1989, 103 Stat. 2393, substituted ‘‘Failure to comply with 
certain information reporting requirements’’ for ‘‘Fail-
ure to file certain information returns or statements’’ 
in item for part II. 

PART I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

6671. Rules for application of assessable penalties. 
6672. Failure to collect and pay over tax, or at-

tempt to evade or defeat tax. 
6673. Sanctions and costs awarded by courts. 
6674. Fraudulent statement or failure to furnish 

statement to employee. 
6675. Excessive claims with respect to the use of 

certain fuels. 
[6676. Repealed.] 
6677. Failure to file information returns with re-

spect to certain foreign trusts. 
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1 So in original. Does not conform to section catchline. 
2 So in original. Two sections 6714 have been enacted. 

Sec. 

[6678. Repealed.] 
6679. Failure to file returns, etc., with respect to 

foreign corporations or foreign partner-
ships. 

[6680, 6681. Repealed.] 
6682. False information with respect to withhold-

ing. 
6683. Failure of foreign corporation to file return 

of personal holding company tax. 
6684. Repeated liability for tax under chapter 42.1 
6685. Assessable penalty with respect to public in-

spection requirements for certain tax-ex-
empt organizations. 

6686. Failure to file returns or supply information 
by DISC or FSC. 

[6687. Repealed.] 
6688. Assessable penalties with respect to informa-

tion required to be furnished under section 
7654. 

6689. Failure to file notice of redetermination of 
foreign tax. 

6690. Fraudulent statement or failure to furnish 
statement to plan participant. 

[6691. Reserved.] 
6692. Failure to file actuarial report. 
6693. Failure to provide reports on individual re-

tirement accounts or annuities; penalties 
relating to designated nondeductible con-
tributions. 

6694. Understatement of taxpayer’s liability by in-
come tax return preparer. 

6695. Other assessable penalties with respect to the 
preparation of income tax returns for other 
persons. 

6696. Rules applicable with respect to sections 6694 
and 6695. 

6697. Assessable penalties with respect to liability 
for tax of regulated investment companies. 

6698. Failure to file partnership return. 
[6698A, 6699. Repealed.] 
6700. Promoting abusive tax shelters, etc. 
6701. Penalties for aiding and abetting understate-

ment of tax liability. 
6702. Frivolous income tax return. 
6703. Rules applicable to penalties under sections 

6700, 6701, and 6702. 
6704. Failure to keep records necessary to meet re-

porting requirements under section 6047(d). 
6705. Failure by broker to provide notice to payors. 
6706. Original issue discount information require-

ments. 
6707. Failure to furnish information regarding tax 

shelters. 
6708. Failure to maintain lists of investors in po-

tentially abusive tax shelters. 
6709. Penalties with respect to mortgage credit 

certificates. 
6710. Failure to disclose that contributions are 

nondeductible. 
6711. Failure by tax-exempt organization to dis-

close that certain information or service 
available from Federal Government. 

6712. Failure to disclose treaty-based return posi-
tions. 

6713. Disclosure or use of information by preparers 
of returns. 

6714.2 Failure to meet disclosure requirements ap-
plicable to quid pro quo contributions. 

6714.2 Dyed fuel sold for use or used in taxable use, 
etc. 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13242(b)(2), Aug. 10, 
1993, 107 Stat. 521, added item 6714 ‘‘Dyed fuel sold for 
use or used in taxable use, etc.’’. 

Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13173(c)(2), Aug. 10, 1993, 107 
Stat. 457, added item 6714 ‘‘Failure to meet disclosure 
requirements applicable to quid pro quo contribu-
tions’’. 

1989—Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, §§ 7711(b)(4), 7731(c), 
7816(v)(2), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2393, 2401, 2423, sub-
stituted ‘‘Sanctions and costs awarded by courts’’ for 
‘‘Damages assessable for instituting proceedings before 
the Tax Court primarily for delay, etc.’’ in item 6673, 
struck out items 6676 ‘‘Failure to supply identifying 
numbers’’ and 6687 ‘‘Failure to supply information with 
respect to place of residence’’, and redesignated item 
6712 ‘‘Disclosure or use of information by preparers of 
returns’’ as 6713. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–647, title I, § 1011(b)(4)(B)(ii), Nov. 10, 
1988, 102 Stat. 3457, substituted ‘‘penalties relating to’’ 
for ‘‘overstatement of’’ in item 6693. 

Pub. L. 100–647, title VI, § 6242(c), Nov. 10, 1988, 102 
Stat. 3749, added item 6712 ‘‘Disclosure or use of infor-
mation by preparers of returns’’. 

Pub. L. 100–647, title I, § 1012(aa)(5)(C)(ii), Nov. 10, 1988, 
102 Stat. 3533, added item 6712 ‘‘Failure to disclose trea-
ty-based return positions’’. 

1987—Pub. L. 100–203, title X, §§ 10701(c)(2), 10704(b)(2), 
10705(b), Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1330–459, 1330–463, 
1330–464, substituted ‘‘Assessable penalty with respect 
to public inspection requirements for certain tax-ex-
empt organizations’’ for ‘‘Assessable penalties with re-
spect to private foundation annual returns’’ in item 
6685 and added items 6710 and 6711. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–514, title VI, § 667(b)(2), title XI, 
§§ 1102(d)(2)(C), 1171(b)(7)(B), title XV, § 1501(d)(3), (4), 
title XVIII, §§ 1848(e)(3), 1862(d)(3), Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 
2306, 2416, 2513, 2740, 2858, 2884, inserted analysis of parts 
comprising subchapter B, inserted heading for Part I, 
struck out item 6678 ‘‘Failure to furnish certain state-
ments’’, inserted ‘‘; overstatement of designated non-
deductible contributions’’ in item 6693, substituted 
‘‘regulated investment companies’’ for ‘‘qualified in-
vestment entities’’ in item 6697, struck out item 6699 
‘‘Assessable penalties relating to tax credit employee 
stock ownership plan’’, substituted ‘‘section 6047(d)’’ 
for ‘‘section 6047(e)’’ in item 6704, and redesignated item 
6708, relating to penalties with respect to mortgage 
credit certificates, as 6709. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title I, §§ 41(c)(2), 141(c)(2), 
title VIII, § 801(d)(15)(B), July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 556, 680, 
997, added items 6686, 6706, and 6707. 

Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title VI, § 612(d)(2), July 18, 1984, 
98 Stat. 912, added item 6708 ‘‘Penalties with respect to 
mortgage credit certificates’’. 

Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title I, § 142(c)(2), July 18, 1984, 
98 Stat. 682, added item 6708 ‘‘Failure to maintain lists 
of investors in potentially abusive tax shelters’’. 

1983—Pub. L. 98–67, title I, § 104(c)(2), Aug. 5, 1983, 97 
Stat. 379, added item 6705. 

Pub. L. 97–424, title V, § 515(b)(11)(D), Jan. 6, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2182, struck out ‘‘or lubricating oil’’ after ‘‘cer-
tain fuels’’ in item 6675. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–248, title II, § 292(d)(2)(B), title III, 
§§ 320(b), 322(b), 324(b), 326(b), 334(c)(2), 340(b)(3), title IV, 
§ 405(c)(3), Sept. 3, 1982, 96 Stat. 574, 612, 613, 616, 617, 627, 
634, 670, as amended by Pub. L. 97–448, title III, 
§ 306(c)(2)(B), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2406, substituted 
‘‘primarily for delay, etc.’’ for ‘‘merely for delay.’’ in 
item 6673, substituted ‘‘returns, etc., with respect to 
foreign corporations or foreign partnerships’’ for ‘‘re-
turns as to organization or reorganization of foreign 
corporations and as to acquisitions of their stock’’ in 
item 6679, and added items 6700 to 6704. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–34, title VII, § 721(c), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 
Stat. 341, struck out ‘‘allowances based on itemized de-
ductions’’ after ‘‘withholding’’ in item 6682. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–603, §§ 1(e)(3), 2(d)(2), Dec. 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 3505, 3510, substituted ‘‘returns’’ for ‘‘reports’’ in 
item 6685 and added item 6689. 

Pub. L. 96–223, title IV, § 401(a), Apr. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 
299, repealed Pub. L. 94–455, § 2005(e)(4), and Pub. L. 
95–600, § 702(r)(1)(C), and the amendments made thereby, 
which resulted in striking out item 6698A ‘‘Failure to 
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file information with respect to carryover basis prop-
erty’’, which had been added as item 6694 in 1976 and re-
designated as item 6698 in 1978. Pub. L. 96–222, 
§§ 107(a)(2)(E), 201, redesignated item 6698 as 6698A, ef-
fective as if included in Pub. L. 95–600. 

Pub. L. 96–222, title I, §§ 101(a)(7)(L)(v)(X), 107(a)(2)(E), 
Apr. 1, 1980, 94 Stat. 201, 223, redesignated item 6698, re-
lating to failure to file information with respect to 
carry-over basis property, as 6698A and substituted 
‘‘tax credit employee stock ownership plan’’ for 
‘‘ESOP’’ in item 6699. 

1978—Pub. L. 95–600, title VII, § 701(r)(1)(C), Nov. 6, 
1978, 92 Stat. 2938, which redesignated item 6694 ‘‘Fail-
ure to file information with respect to carryover basis 
property’’ as item 6698, was repealed by Pub. L. 96–223, 
§ 401(a). See section 401(b), (e) of Pub. L. 96–223, set out 
as an Effective Date of 1980 Amendments and Revival of 
Prior Law note under section 1023 of this title. 

Pub. L. 95–600, title I, § 141(c)(2), title II, § 211(b), title 
III, § 362(d)(9), Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2794, 2818, 2852, sub-
stituted ‘‘qualified investment entities’’ for ‘‘real es-
tate investment trusts’’ in item 6697, and added item 
6698 ‘‘Failure to file partnership return’’ and item 6699 
‘‘Assessable penalties relating to ESOP’’. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455, title XX, § 2005(e)(4), Oct. 4, 1976, 
90 Stat. 1878, which added item 6694 ‘‘Failure to file in-
formation with respect to carryover basis property’’, 
was repealed by Pub. L. 96–223, § 401(a). See section 
401(b), (e) of Pub. L. 96–223, set out as an Effective Date 
of 1980 Amendments and Revival of Prior Law note 
under section 1023 of this title. 

Pub. L. 94–455, title XII, § 1203(i)(3), title XVI, 
§ 1601(b)(2), title XIX, § 1904(b)(10)(A)(vi)(II), (D)(ii), 
(E)(ii), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1694, 1746, 1817, struck out 
item 6680 ‘‘Failure to file interest equalization tax re-
turns’’, item 6681 ‘‘False equalization tax certificates’’ 
and item 6689 ‘‘Failure by certain foreign issuers and 
obligors to comply with United States investment 
equalization tax requirements’’ and added item 6694 
‘‘Understatement of taxpayer’s liability by income tax 
return preparer’’ and items 6695 to 6697. 

1974—Pub. L. 93–406, title II, §§ 1016(b)(3), 1031(b)(2)(B), 
1033(d), 2002(h)(4), Sept. 2, 1974, 88 Stat. 932, 946, 948, 971, 
substituted ‘‘6688’’ for ‘‘6687’’ as section number in item 
relating to assessable penalties with respect to infor-
mation required to be furnished under section 7654, and 
added items 6690, 6692, and 6693. 

1973—Pub. L. 93–17, § 3(d)(3)(B), Apr. 10, 1973, 87 Stat. 
17, added item 6689. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–606, § 1(f)(7), Oct. 31, 1972, 86 Stat. 1497, 
added item 6687 relating to assessable penalties with re-
spect to information required to be furnished under sec-
tion 7654. 

Pub. L. 92–512, title I, § 144(b)(2), Oct. 20, 1972, 86 Stat. 
936, added item 6687 relating to failure to supply infor-
mation with respect to place of residence. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–258, title II, § 207(d)(13), May 21, 1970, 
84 Stat. 249, substituted ‘‘fuels’’ for ‘‘gasoline’’ in item 
6675. 

1969—Pub. L. 91–172, title I, § 101(j)(60), Dec. 30, 1969, 83 
Stat. 532, added items 6684 and 6685. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–809, title I, § 104(h)(4)(B), Nov. 13, 1966, 
80 Stat. 1560, added item 6683. 

Pub. L. 89–368, title I, § 101(e)(4)(B), Mar. 15, 1966, 80 
Stat. 62, added item 6682. 

1965—Pub. L. 89–44, title II, § 202(c)(3)(B), June 21, 1965, 
79 Stat. 139, inserted ‘‘or lubricating oil’’ after ‘‘certain 
gasoline’’ in item 6675. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–563, § 6(c)(1), Sept. 2, 1964, 78 Stat. 847, 
added items 6680 and 6681. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–834, §§ 7(i)(3), 19(g)(2), 20(d)(3), Oct. 16, 
1962, 76 Stat. 989, 1058, 1063, added items 6677 to 6679. 

1961—Pub. L. 87–397, § 1(c)(2), Oct. 5, 1961, 75 Stat. 829, 
added item 6676. 

1956—Act June 29, 1956, ch. 462, title II, § 208(e)(8), 70 
Stat. 397, substituted ‘‘Excessive claims with respect to 
the use of certain gasoline’’ for ‘‘Excessive claims for 
gasoline used on farms’’ in item 6675. 

Act Apr. 2, 1956, ch. 160, § 4(g), 70 Stat. 91, added item 
6675. 

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This subchapter is referred to in section 6166 of this 
title. 

§ 6671. Rules for application of assessable pen-
alties 

(a) Penalty assessed as tax 

The penalties and liabilities provided by this 
subchapter shall be paid upon notice and de-
mand by the Secretary, and shall be assessed 
and collected in the same manner as taxes. Ex-
cept as otherwise provided, any reference in this 
title to ‘‘tax’’ imposed by this title shall be 
deemed also to refer to the penalties and liabil-
ities provided by this subchapter. 

(b) Person defined 

The term ‘‘person’’, as used in this subchapter, 
includes an officer or employee of a corporation, 
or a member or employee of a partnership, who 
as such officer, employee, or member is under a 
duty to perform the act in respect of which the 
violation occurs. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 828; Oct. 4, 1976, 
Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), 90 Stat. 
1834.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Failure to pay stamp tax, additions to tax for, see 
section 6653 of this title. 

Notice and demand for tax, see section 6303 of this 
title. 

Payment on notice and demand, see section 6155 of 
this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 999, 6653 of this 
title. 

§ 6672. Failure to collect and pay over tax, or at-
tempt to evade or defeat tax 

(a) General rule 

Any person required to collect, truthfully ac-
count for, and pay over any tax imposed by this 
title who willfully fails to collect such tax, or 
truthfully account for and pay over such tax, or 
willfully attempts in any manner to evade or de-
feat any such tax or the payment thereof, shall, 
in addition to other penalties provided by law, 
be liable to a penalty equal to the total amount 
of the tax evaded, or not collected, or not ac-
counted for and paid over. No penalty shall be 
imposed under section 6653 or part II of sub-
chapter A of chapter 68 for any offense to which 
this section is applicable. 

(b) Extension of period of collection where bond 
is filed 

(1) In general 

If, within 30 days after the day on which no-
tice and demand of any penalty under sub-
section (a) is made against any person, such 
person— 

(A) pays an amount which is not less than 
the minimum amount required to commence 
a proceeding in court with respect to his li-
ability for such penalty, 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(B) files a claim for refund of the amount 
so paid, and 

(C) furnishes a bond which meets the re-
quirements of paragraph (3), 

no levy or proceeding in court for the collec-
tion of the remainder of such penalty shall be 
made, begun, or prosecuted until a final reso-
lution of a proceeding begun as provided in 
paragraph (2). Notwithstanding the provisions 
of section 7421(a), the beginning of such pro-
ceeding or levy during the time such prohibi-
tion is in force may be enjoined by a proceed-
ing in the proper court. Nothing in this para-
graph shall be construed to prohibit any coun-
terclaim for the remainder of such penalty in 
a proceeding begun as provided in paragraph 
(2). 

(2) Suit must be brought to determine liability 
for penalty 

If, within 30 days after the day on which his 
claim for refund with respect to any penalty 
under subsection (a) is denied, the person de-
scribed in paragraph (1) fails to begin a pro-
ceeding in the appropriate United States dis-
trict court (or in the Court of Claims) 1 for the 
determination of his liability for such penalty, 
paragraph (1) shall cease to apply with respect 
to such penalty, effective on the day following 
the close of the 30-day period referred to in 
this paragraph. 

(3) Bond 

The bond referred to in paragraph (1) shall 
be in such form and with such sureties as the 
Secretary may by regulations prescribe and 
shall be in an amount equal to 11⁄2 times the 
amount of excess of the penalty assessed over 
the payment described in paragraph (1). 

(4) Suspension of running of period of limita-
tions on collection 

The running of the period of limitations pro-
vided in section 6502 on the collection by levy 
or by a proceeding in court in respect of any 
penalty described in paragraph (1) shall be sus-
pended for the period during which the Sec-
retary is prohibited from collecting by levy or 
a proceeding in court. 

(5) Jeopardy collection 

If the Secretary makes a finding that the 
collection of the penalty is in jeopardy, noth-
ing in this subsection shall prevent the imme-
diate collection of such penalty. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 828; Nov. 10, 1978, 
Pub. L. 95–628, § 9(a), 92 Stat. 3633; Dec. 19, 1989, 
Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, §§ 7721(c)(9), 7737(a), 103 
Stat. 2400, 2404.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Court of Claims, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), and 
the United States Court of Customs and Patent Appeals 
were merged effective Oct. 1, 1982, into a new United 
States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit by Pub. 
L. 97–164, Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 25, which also created a 
United States Claims Court [now United States Court 
of Federal Claims] that inherited the trial jurisdiction 
of the Court of Claims. See sections 48, 171 et seq., 791 
et seq., and 1491 et seq. of Title 28, Judiciary and Judi-
cial Procedure. 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7721(c)(9), inserted 
‘‘or part II of subchapter A of chapter 68’’ after ‘‘under 
section 6653’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7737(a), inserted at 
end ‘‘Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to 
prohibit any counterclaim for the remainder of such 
penalty in a proceeding begun as provided in paragraph 
(2).’’ 

1978—Pub. L. 95–628 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), added subsec. (a) heading, and added subsec. 
(b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 7721(c)(9) of Pub. L. 101–239 ap-
plicable to returns the due date for which (determined 
without regard to extensions) is after Dec. 31, 1989, see 
section 7721(d) of Pub. L. 101–239, set out as a note 
under section 461 of this title. 

Section 7737(b) of Pub. L. 101–239 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this sec-
tion and sections 6694 and 6703 of this title] shall take 
effect on the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 19, 
1989].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Section 9(c) of Pub. L. 95–628 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion and sections 7103 and 7421 of this title] shall apply 
with respect to penalties assessed more than 60 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 10, 
1978].’’ 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Liability for taxes withheld or collected, see sections 
3403 and 7501 of this title. 

Willful failure to collect or pay over tax, punishment 
for, see section 7202 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 6050C, 7103, 7421, 
7501 of this title. 

§ 6673. Sanctions and costs awarded by courts 

(a) Tax court proceedings 

(1) Procedures instituted primarily for delay, 
etc. 

Whenever it appears to the Tax Court that— 
(A) proceedings before it have been insti-

tuted or maintained by the taxpayer pri-
marily for delay, 

(B) the taxpayer’s position in such pro-
ceeding is frivolous or groundless, or 

(C) the taxpayer unreasonably failed to 
pursue available administrative remedies, 

the Tax Court, in its decision, may require the 
taxpayer to pay to the United States a penalty 
not in excess of $25,000. 

(2) Counsel’s liability for excessive costs 

Whenever it appears to the Tax Court that 
any attorney or other person admitted to 
practice before the Tax Court has multiplied 
the proceedings in any case unreasonably and 
vexatiously, the Tax Court may require— 

(A) that such attorney or other person pay 
personally the excess costs, expenses, and 
attorneys’ fees reasonably incurred because 
of such conduct, or 

(B) if such attorney is appearing on behalf 
of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
that the United States pay such excess 
costs, expenses, and attorneys’ fees in the 
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same manner as such an award by a district 
court. 

(b) Proceedings in other courts 

(1) Claims under section 7433 

Whenever it appears to the court that the 
taxpayer’s position in the proceedings before 
the court instituted or maintained by such 
taxpayer under section 7433 is frivolous or 
groundless, the court may require the tax-
payer to pay to the United States a penalty 
not in excess of $10,000. 

(2) Collection of sanctions and costs 

In any civil proceeding before any court 
(other than the Tax Court) which is brought 
by or against the United States in connection 
with the determination, collection, or refund 
of any tax, interest, or penalty under this 
title, any monetary sanctions, penalties, or 
costs awarded by the court to the United 
States may be assessed by the Secretary and, 
upon notice and demand, may be collected in 
the same manner as a tax. 

(3) Sanctions and costs awarded by a court of 
appeals 

In connection with any appeal from a pro-
ceeding in the Tax Court or a civil proceeding 
described in paragraph (2), an order of a 
United States Court of Appeals or the Su-
preme Court awarding monetary sanctions, 
penalties or court costs to the United States 
may be registered in a district court upon fil-
ing a certified copy of such order and shall be 
enforceable as other district court judgments. 
Any such sanctions, penalties, or costs may be 
assessed by the Secretary and, upon notice and 
demand, may be collected in the same manner 
as a tax. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 828; Oct. 4, 1976, 
Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), 90 Stat. 
1834; Sept. 3, 1982, Pub. L. 97–248, title II, § 292(b), 
(d)(2)(A), 96 Stat. 574; Oct. 22, 1986, Pub. L. 99–514, 
title XV, § 1552(a), 100 Stat. 2753; Nov. 10, 1988, 
Pub. L. 100–647, title VI, § 6241(b), 102 Stat. 3748; 
Dec. 19, 1989, Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, § 7731(a), 
103 Stat. 2400.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Pub. L. 101–239 substituted ‘‘Sanctions and costs 
awarded by courts’’ for ‘‘Damages assessable for insti-
tuting proceedings before the Court primarily for 
delay, etc.’’ in section catchline and amended text gen-
erally, making changes in substance and structure of 
subsecs. (a) and (b). 

1988—Pub. L. 100–647 struck out ‘‘Tax’’ after ‘‘before 
the’’ in section catchline, designated existing provi-
sions as subsec. (a), and added subsec. (b). 

1986—Pub. L. 99–514 substituted ‘‘, that the taxpayer’s 
position in such proceeding is frivolous or groundless, 
or that the taxpayer unreasonably failed to pursue 
available administrative remedies’’ for ‘‘or that the 
taxpayer’s position in such proceedings is frivolous or 
groundless’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–248, § 292(d)(2)(A), substituted ‘‘pri-
marily for delay, etc.’’ for ‘‘merely for delay’’ after 
‘‘Tax Court’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–248, § 292(b), substituted ‘‘or 
maintained by the taxpayer primarily for delay or that 
the taxpayer’s position in such proceedings is frivolous 
or groundless, damages in an amount not in excess of 
$5,000’’ for ‘‘by the taxpayer merely for delay, damages 
in an amount not in excess of $500’’ in first sentence. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Section 7731(d) of Pub. L. 101–239 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion and section 7482 of this title] shall apply to posi-
tions taken after December 31, 1989, in proceedings 
which are pending on, or commenced after such date.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Section 6241(d) of Pub. L. 100–647 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [enacting section 
7433 of this title and amending this section] shall apply 
to actions by officers or employees of the Internal Rev-
enue Service after the date of the enactment of this 
Act [Nov. 10, 1988].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Section 1552(b) of Pub. L. 99–514 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this sec-
tion] shall apply to proceedings commenced after the 
date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 22, 1986].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–248 applicable to any ac-
tion or proceeding in the Tax Court commenced after 
Dec. 31, 1982, or pending in the Tax Court on the day 120 
days after July 18, 1984, see section 292(e)(2) of Pub. L. 
97–248, as amended, set out as an Effective Date note 
under section 7430 of this title. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Assessment of deficiency found by Tax Court, see sec-
tion 6215 of this title. 

Reports and decisions of Tax Court, see section 7459 
of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 6215, 7459 of this 
title. 

§ 6674. Fraudulent statement or failure to furnish 
statement to employee 

In addition to the criminal penalty provided 
by section 7204, any person required under the 
provisions of section 6051 or 6053(b) to furnish a 
statement to an employee who willfully fur-
nishes a false or fraudulent statement, or who 
willfully fails to furnish a statement in the 
manner, at the time, and showing the informa-
tion required under section 6051 or 6053(b), or 
regulations prescribed thereunder, shall for each 
such failure be subject to a penalty under this 
subchapter of $50, which shall be assessed and 
collected in the same manner as the tax on em-
ployers imposed by section 3111. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 828; July 30, 1965, 
Pub. L. 89–97, title III, § 313(e)(2)(C), 79 Stat. 385.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1965—Pub. L. 89–97 substituted ‘‘6051 or 6053(b)’’ for 
‘‘6051’’ wherever appearing. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1965 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 313 of Pub. L. 89–97 applicable 
only with respect to tips received by employees after 
1965, see section 313(f) of Pub. L. 89–97, set out as a note 
under section 6053 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 6051, 7204 of this 
title. 



Page 2614 TITLE 26—INTERNAL REVENUE CODE § 6675 

§ 6675. Excessive claims with respect to the use 
of certain fuels 

(a) Civil penalty 

In addition to any criminal penalty provided 
by law, if a claim is made under section 6420 (re-
lating to gasoline used on farms), 6421 (relating 
to gasoline used for certain nonhighway pur-
poses or by local transit systems), or 6427 (relat-
ing to fuels not used for taxable purposes) for an 
excessive amount, unless it is shown that the 
claim for such excessive amount is due to rea-
sonable cause, the person making such claim 
shall be liable to a penalty in an amount equal 
to whichever of the following is the greater: 

(1) Two times the excessive amount; or 
(2) $10. 

(b) Excessive amount defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘exces-
sive amount’’ means in the case of any person 
the amount by which— 

(1) the amount claimed under section 6420, 
6421, or 6427, as the case may be, for any pe-
riod, exceeds 

(2) the amount allowable under such section 
for such period. 

(c) Assessment and collection of penalty 

For assessment and collection of penalty provided 
by subsection (a), see section 6206. 

(Added Apr. 2, 1956, ch. 160, § 3, 70 Stat. 90; 
amended June 29, 1956, ch. 462, title II, § 208(d)(2), 
70 Stat. 396; June 21, 1965, Pub. L. 89–44, title II, 
§ 202(c)(3)(A), 79 Stat. 139; May 21, 1970, Pub. L. 
91–258, title II, § 207(d)(8), 84 Stat. 249; Nov. 9, 
1978, Pub. L. 95–618, title II, § 233(b)(2)(D), 92 Stat. 
3191; Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97–424, title V, 
§ 515(b)(11)(A)–(C), 96 Stat. 2182.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Pub. L. 97–424, § 515(b)(11)(C), struck out ‘‘or lu-
bricating oil’’ after ‘‘fuels’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–424, § 515(b)(11)(A), struck out 
‘‘6424 (relating to lubricating oil used for certain non-
taxable purposes),’’ after ‘‘systems),’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 97–424, § 515(b)(11)(B), struck 
out ‘‘6424,’’ after ‘‘6421,’’. 

1978—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–618 substituted ‘‘used for 
certain nontaxable purposes’’ for ‘‘not used in highway 
motor vehicles’’. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–258, § 207(d)(8)(A), substituted ‘‘fuels’’ 
for ‘‘gasoline’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91–258, § 207(d)(8)(B), inserted ref-
erence to section 6427 relating to fuels not used for tax-
able purposes. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 91–258, § 207(d)(8)(C), inserted 
reference to section 6427. 

1965—Pub. L. 89–44, § 202(c)(3)(A)(i), inserted ‘‘or lubri-
cating oil’’ after ‘‘gasoline’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89–44, § 202(c)(3)(A)(ii), inserted 
reference to claims made under section 6424. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 89–44, § 202(c)(3)(A)(iii), inserted 
reference to amounts claimed under section 6424. 

1956—Act June 29, 1956, § 208(d)(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘with respect to the use of certain gasoline’’ for ‘‘for 
gasoline used on farms’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Act June 29, 1956, § 208(d)(2)(B), inserted 
reference to claims made under section 6421. 

Subsec. (b). Act June 29, 1956, § 208(d)(2)(C), inserted 
reference to amounts claimed under section 6421. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–424 applicable with respect 
to articles sold after Jan. 6, 1983, see section 515(c) of 

Pub. L. 97–424, set out as a note under section 34 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–618 effective on first day of 
first calendar month which begins more than 10 days 
after Nov. 9, 1978, see section 233(d) of Pub. L. 95–618, set 
out as a note under section 34 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–258 effective July 1, 1970, 
see section 211(a) of Pub. L. 91–258, set out as a note 
under section 4041 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1965 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 89–44 effective Jan. 1, 1966, see 
section 701(a)(1), (2) of Pub. L. 89–44, set out as a note 
under section 4161 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1956 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by act June 29, 1956, effective June 29, 
1956, see section 211 of act June 29, 1956, set out as a 
note under section 4041 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 6206, 6420, 6421, 
6427, 6504 of this title. 

[§ 6676. Repealed. Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, 
§ 7711(b)(1), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2393] 

Section, added Pub. L. 87–397, § 1(b), Oct. 5, 1961, 75 
Stat. 828; amended Pub. L. 91–172, title I, § 101(j)(52), 
Dec. 30, 1969, 83 Stat. 531; Pub. L. 93–406, title II, 
§ 1016(a)(20), Sept. 2, 1974, 88 Stat. 931; Pub. L. 97–248, 
title III, § 316(a), Sept. 3, 1982, 96 Stat. 607; Pub. L. 98–67, 
title I, § 105(a), Aug. 5, 1983, 97 Stat. 380; Pub. L. 98–369, 
div. A, title IV, § 422(c), July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 798; Pub. 
L. 99–514, title XV, §§ 1501(b), 1523(b)(3), 1524(b), Oct. 22, 
1986, 100 Stat. 2736, 2748, 2749; Pub. L. 100–647, title I, 
§ 1015(g), Nov. 10, 1988, 102 Stat. 3570, related to failure 
to supply identifying numbers. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal applicable to returns and statements the due 
date for which (determined without regard to exten-
sions) is after Dec. 31, 1989, see section 7711(c) of Pub. 
L. 101–239, set out as an Effective Date of 1989 Amend-
ment note under section 6721 of this title. 

§ 6677. Failure to file information returns with 
respect to certain foreign trusts 

(a) Civil penalty 

In addition to any criminal penalty provided 
by law, any person required to file a return 
under section 6048 who fails to file such return 
at the time provided in such section, or who 
files a return which does not show the informa-
tion required pursuant to such section, shall pay 
a penalty equal to 5 percent of the amount 
transferred to a trust (or, in the case of a failure 
with respect to section 6048(c), equal to 5 per-
cent of the value of the corpus of the trust at 
the close of the taxable year), but not more than 
$1,000, unless it is shown that such failure is due 
to reasonable cause. 

(b) Deficiency procedures not to apply 

Subchapter B of chapter 63 (relating to defi-
ciency procedures for income, estate, gift, and 
certain excise taxes) shall not apply in respect 
of the assessment or collection of any penalty 
imposed by subsection (a). 

(Added Pub. L. 87–834, § 7(g), Oct. 16, 1962, 76 Stat. 
988; amended Pub. L. 91–172, title I, § 101(j)(53), 
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Dec. 30, 1969, 83 Stat. 531; Pub. L. 93–406, title II, 
§ 1016(a)(21), Sept. 2, 1974, 88 Stat. 931; Pub. L. 
94–455, title X, § 1013(d)(2), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 
1616.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–455 inserted ‘‘(or, in the 
case of a failure with respect to section 6048(c), equal to 
5 percent of the value of the corpus of the trust at the 
close of the taxable year)’’ after ‘‘transferred to a 
trust’’. 

1974—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–406 substituted ‘‘and cer-
tain excise’’ for ‘‘chapter 42’’. 

1969—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 91–172 inserted reference to 
chapter 42 taxes. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–455 applicable to taxable 
years ending after Dec. 31, 1975, but only in the case of 
foreign trusts created after May 21, 1974 and transfer of 
property to foreign trusts after May 21, 1974, see section 
1013(f)(1) of Pub. L. 94–455, set out as a note under sec-
tion 679 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 93–406 applicable, except as 
otherwise provided in section 1017(c) through (i) of Pub. 
L. 93–406, for plan years beginning after Sept. 2, 1974, 
but, in the case of plans in existence on Jan. 1, 1974, 
amendment by Pub. L. 93–406 applicable for plan years 
beginning after Dec. 31, 1975, see section 1017 of Pub. L. 
93–406, set out as an Effective Date; Transitional Rules 
note under section 410 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1969 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–172 effective Jan. 1, 1970, 
see section 101(k)(1) of Pub. L. 91–172, set out as an Ef-
fective Date note under section 4940 of this title. 

[§ 6678. Repealed. Pub. L. 99–514, title XV, 
§ 1501(d)(2), Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2740] 

Section, added Pub. L. 87–834, § 19(e), Oct. 16, 1962, 76 
Stat. 1058; amended Pub. L. 88–272, title II, §§ 204(c)(2), 
221(b)(3), Feb. 26, 1964, 78 Stat. 37, 75; Pub. L. 94–455, 
title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1834; Pub. 
L. 96–167, § 7(b)(2), Dec. 29, 1979, 93 Stat. 1277; Pub. L. 
97–34, title VII, § 723(a)(2), (b)(2), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 
343, 344; Pub. L. 97–248, title III, §§ 309(b)(3), 311(a)(2), 
312(b), 314(b), 315(c), Sept. 3, 1982, 96 Stat. 595, 600, 602, 
605, 607; Pub. L. 97–448, title II, § 201(i)(3), Jan. 12, 1983, 
96 Stat. 2395; Pub. L. 98–67, title I, § 105(b)(2), Aug. 5, 
1983, 97 Stat. 381; Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title I, 
§§ 145(b)(3), 146(b)(3), 148(b)(3), 149(b)(2), (3), 155(b)(2)(B), 
title VII, § 714(f), (q)(3), July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 685, 686, 
689, 690, 693, 961, 966; Pub. L. 99–514, title XVIII, 
§ 1811(c)(1), Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2833, related to pen-
alties for failure to furnish certain statements. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal applicable to returns the due date for which 
(determined without regard to extensions) is after Dec. 
31, 1986, see section 1501(e) of Pub. L. 99–514, set out as 
an Effective Date note under section 6721 of this title. 

§ 6679. Failure to file returns, etc., with respect 
to foreign corporations or foreign partner-
ships 

(a) Civil penalty 

In addition to any criminal penalty provided 
by law, any person required to file a return 
under section 6035, 6046, or 6046A who fails to file 
such return at the time provided in such section, 
or who files a return which does not show the in-
formation required pursuant to such section, 
shall pay a penalty of $1,000, unless it is shown 
that such failure is due to reasonable cause. 

(b) Deficiency procedures not to apply 

Subchapter B of chapter 63 (relating to defi-
ciency procedure for income, estate, gift, and 
certain excise taxes) shall not apply in respect 
of the assessment or collection of any penalty 
imposed by subsection (a). 

(Added Pub. L. 87–834, § 20(c), Oct. 16, 1962, 76 
Stat. 1062; amended Pub. L. 91–172, title I, 
§ 101(j)(54), Dec. 30, 1969, 83 Stat. 532; Pub. L. 
93–406, title II, § 1016(a)(22), Sept. 2, 1974, 88 Stat. 
931; Pub. L. 97–248, title III, § 340(b)(1), (2), title 
IV, § 405(b), (c)(2), Sept. 3, 1982, 96 Stat. 634, 670; 
Pub. L. 97–448, title III, § 306(c)(2), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2406.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Pub. L. 97–448 amended language of Pub. L. 
97–248, § 405(b), (c)(2), to clarify an ambiguity created by 
the conflicting language of §§ 340(b)(1), (2) and 405(b), 
(c)(2) of Pub. L. 97–248. See 1982 Amendment note below. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–248, §§ 340(b)(2), 405(c)(2), as amended 
by Pub. L. 97–448, § 306(c)(2)(B), substituted ‘‘Failure to 
file returns, etc., with respect to foreign corporations 
or foreign partnerships’’ for ‘‘Failure to file returns as 
to organization or reorganization of foreign corpora-
tions and as to acquisitions of their stock’’ in section 
catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–248, §§ 340(b)(1), 405(b), as 
amended by Pub. L. 97–448, § 306(a)(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘section 6035, 6046, or 6046A’’ for ‘‘section 6046’’. 

1974—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–406 substituted ‘‘and cer-
tain excise’’ for ‘‘chapter 42’’. 

1969—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 91–172 inserted reference to 
chapter 42 taxes. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–448 effective as if included 
in the provisions of the Tax Equity and Fiscal Respon-
sibility Act of 1982, Pub. L. 97–248, to which such 
amendment relates, see section 311(d) of Pub. L. 97–448, 
set out as a note under section 31 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 340(b)(1), (2) of Pub. L. 97–248 
applicable to taxable years of foreign corporations be-
ginning after Sept. 3, 1982, see section 340(c) of Pub. L. 
97–248, set out as a note under section 6035 of this title. 

Amendment by section 405(b), (c)(2) of Pub. L. 97–248 
applicable with respect to acquisitions or dispositions 
of, or substantial changes in, interests in foreign part-
nerships occurring after Sept. 3, 1982, see section 407(b) 
of Pub. L. 97–248, set out as an Effective Date note 
under section 6046A of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 93–406 applicable, except as 
otherwise provided in section 1017(c) through (i) of Pub. 
L. 93–406, for plan years beginning after Sept. 2, 1974, 
but, in the case of plans in existence on Jan. 1, 1974, 
amendment by Pub. L. 93–406 applicable for plan years 
beginning after Dec. 31, 1975, see section 1017 of Pub. L. 
93–406, set out as an Effective Date; Transitional Rules 
note under section 410 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1969 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–172 effective Jan. 1, 1970, 
see section 101(k)(1) of Pub. L. 91–172, set out as an Ef-
fective Date note under section 4940 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 6046A of this 
title. 

[§ 6680. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, 
§ 1904(b)(10)(A)(vi)(I), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 
1817] 

Section, added Pub. L. 88–563, § 6(a), Sept. 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 845; amended Pub. L. 91–128, § 4(h)(1), Nov. 26, 1969, 
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83 Stat. 268; Pub. L. 92–9, § 3(j)(2), Apr. 1, 1971, 85 Stat. 
22, related to failure to file interest equalization tax re-
turns. 

[§ 6681. Repealed. Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, 
§ 1904(b)(10)(D)(i), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1817] 

Section, added Pub. L. 88–563, § 6(a), Sept. 2, 1964, 78 
Stat. 845; amended Pub. L. 90–59, § 4(d), July 1, 1967, 81 
Stat. 155; Pub. L. 90–73, § 2(d), Aug. 29, 1967, 81 Stat. 176; 
Pub. L. 92–9, § 3(k)(1)–(3), Apr. 1, 1971, 85 Stat. 22, related 
to false equalization tax certificates. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Section 1904(b)(10)(D)(iii) of Pub. L. 94–455 provided 
that: ‘‘The amendments made by this subparagraph [re-
pealing this section] shall apply with respect to actions 
occurring after June 30, 1974.’’ 

§ 6682. False information with respect to with-
holding 

(a) Civil penalty 

In addition to any criminal penalty provided 
by law, if— 

(1) any individual makes a statement under 
section 3402 or section 3406 which results in a 
decrease in the amounts deducted and with-
held under chapter 24, and 

(2) as of the time such statement was made, 
there was no reasonable basis for such state-
ment, 

such individual shall pay a penalty of $500 for 
such statement. 

(b) Exception 

The Secretary may waive (in whole or in part) 
the penalty imposed under subsection (a) if the 
taxes imposed with respect to the individual 
under subtitle A for the taxable year are equal 
to or less than the sum of— 

(1) the credits against such taxes allowed by 
part IV of subchapter A of chapter 1, and 

(2) the payments of estimated tax which are 
considered payments on account of such taxes. 

(c) Deficiency procedures not to apply 

Subchapter B of chapter 63 (relating to defi-
ciency procedures for income, estate, gift, and 
certain excise taxes) shall not apply in respect 
to the assessment or collection of any penalty 
imposed by subsection (a). 

(Added Pub. L. 89–368, title I, § 101(e)(4)(A), Mar. 
15, 1966, 80 Stat. 61; amended Pub. L. 91–172, title 
I, § 101(j)(55), Dec. 30, 1969, 83 Stat. 532; Pub. L. 
93–406, title II, § 1016(a)(23), Sept. 2, 1974, 88 Stat. 
931; Pub. L. 97–34, title VII, § 721(a), Aug. 13, 1981, 
95 Stat. 340; Pub. L. 97–248, title III, §§ 306(a), 
308(a), Sept. 3, 1982, 96 Stat. 588, 591; Pub. L. 
98–67, title I, §§ 102(a), 107(a), Aug. 5, 1983, 97 Stat. 
369, 382.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 98–67 inserted reference 
to section 3406 and repealed amendments made by Pub. 
L. 97–248. See 1982 Amendment note below. 

1982—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 97–248 provided that, ap-
plicable to payments of interest, dividends, and patron-
age dividends paid or credited after June 30, 1983, par. 
(1) is amended by inserting ‘‘or section 3452(f)(1)(A)’’ 
after ‘‘section 3402’’. Section 102(a), (b) of Pub. L. 98–67, 
title I, Aug. 5, 1983, 97 Stat. 369, repealed subtitle A 
(§§ 301–308) of title III of Pub. L. 97–248 as of the close of 
June 30, 1983, and provided that the Internal Revenue 

Code of 1954 [now 1986] [this title] shall be applied and 
administered (subject to certain exceptions) as if such 
subtitle A (and the amendments made by such subtitle 
A) had not been enacted. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–34 struck out ‘‘allowances based on 
itemized deductions’’ after ‘‘withholding’’ in section 
catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–34 substituted provisions relat-
ing to imposition of penalty of $500 for statement under 
section 3402 resulting in decreased amounts withheld 
under chapter 24 and no reasonable basis existed for 
making such statement at the time it was made, for 
provisions relating to imposition of penalty of $50 for 
statement under section 3402(f)(1)(F) concerning 
amount of wages under chapter 24, or itemized deduc-
tions under section 3402(m), and provisions setting 
forth conditions for mitigation of such penalty. 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 97–34 added subsec. (b) and 
redesignated former subsec. (b) as (c). 

1974—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–406 substituted ‘‘and cer-
tain excise’’ for ‘‘chapter 42.’’ 

1969—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 91–172 inserted reference to 
chapter 42 taxes. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 107(a) of Pub. L. 98–67 effec-
tive Aug. 5, 1983, see section 110(c) of Pub. L. 98–67, set 
out as a note under section 31 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Section 721(d) of Pub. L. 97–34 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending sections 
6682 and 7205 of this title] shall apply to acts and fail-
ures to act after December 31, 1981.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 93–406 applicable, except as 
otherwise provided in section 1017(c) through (i) of Pub. 
L. 93–406, for plan years beginning after Sept. 2, 1974, 
but, in the case of plans in existence on Jan. 1, 1974, 
amendment by Pub. L. 93–406 applicable for plan years 
beginning after Dec. 31, 1975, see section 1017 of Pub. L. 
93–406, set out as an Effective Date; Transitional Rules 
note under section 410 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1969 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–172 effective Jan. 1, 1970, 
see section 101(k)(1) of Pub. L. 91–172, set out as an Ef-
fective Date note under section 4940 of this title. 

§ 6683. Failure of foreign corporation to file re-
turn of personal holding company tax 

Any foreign corporation which— 
(1) is a personal holding company for any 

taxable year, and 
(2) fails to file or to cause to be filed with 

the Secretary a true and accurate return of 
the tax imposed by section 541, 

shall, in addition to other penalties provided by 
law, pay a penalty equal to 10 percent of the 
taxes imposed by chapter 1 (including the tax 
imposed by section 541) on such foreign corpora-
tion for such taxable year. 

(Added Pub. L. 89–809, title I, § 104(h)(4)(A), Nov. 
13, 1966, 80 Stat. 1560; amended Pub. L. 94–455, 
title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 
1834.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to taxable years be-
ginning after Dec. 31, 1966, see section 104(n) of Pub. L. 
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89–809, set out as an Effective Date of 1966 Amendment 
note under section 11 of this title. 

§ 6684. Assessable penalties with respect to liabil-
ity for tax under chapter 42 

If any person becomes liable for tax under any 
section of chapter 42 (relating to private founda-
tions and certain other tax-exempt organiza-
tions) by reason of any act or failure to act 
which is not due to reasonable cause and ei-
ther— 

(1) such person has theretofore been liable 
for tax under such chapter, or 

(2) such act or failure to act is both willful 
and flagrant, 

then such person shall be liable for a penalty 
equal to the amount of such tax. 

(Added Pub. L. 91–172, title I, § 101(c), Dec. 30, 
1969, 83 Stat. 519; amended Pub. L. 100–203, title 
X, § 10712(c)(4), Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1330–467.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Pub. L. 100–203 inserted ‘‘and certain other tax- 
exempt organizations’’ after ‘‘private foundations’’ in 
parenthetical. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–203 applicable to taxable 
years beginning after Dec. 22, 1987, see section 10712(d) 
of Pub. L. 100–203, set out as an Effective Date note 
under section 4955 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 1970, see section 101(k)(1) of 
Pub. L. 91–172, set out as a note under section 4940 of 
this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 4948 of this title. 

§ 6685. Assessable penalty with respect to public 
inspection requirements for certain tax-ex-
empt organizations 

In addition to the penalty imposed by section 
7207 (relating to fraudulent returns, statements, 
or other documents), any person who is required 
to comply with the requirements of subsection 
(d) or (e) of section 6104 and who fails to so com-
ply with respect to any return or application, if 
such failure is willful, shall pay a penalty of 
$1,000 with respect to each such return or appli-
cation. 

(Added Pub. L. 91–172, title I, § 101(e)(4), Dec. 30, 
1969, 83 Stat. 524; amended Pub. L. 96–603, 
§ 1(d)(4), Dec. 28, 1980, 94 Stat. 3504; Pub. L. 
100–203, title X, § 10704(b)(1), Dec. 22, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1330–462.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1987—Pub. L. 100–203 substituted current section 
catchline for ‘‘Assessable penalties with respect to pri-
vate foundation annual returns’’ and amended text gen-
erally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘In 
addition to the penalty imposed by section 7207 (relat-
ing to fraudulent returns, statements, or other docu-
ments), any person who is required to comply with the 
requirements of section 6104(d) (relating to private 
foundations’ annual returns) and who fails to so comply 
with respect to any return, if such failure is willful, 
shall pay a penalty of $1,000 with respect to each such 
return.’’ 

1980—Pub. L. 96–603 substituted in section catchline 
‘‘returns’’ for ‘‘reports’’, and in text ‘‘required to com-

ply’’ for ‘‘required to file the report and the notice re-
quired under section 6056 (relating to annual reports by 
private foundations) or to comply’’, ‘‘(relating to pri-
vate foundations’ annual returns) and who fails to so 
comply with respect to any return’’ for ‘‘(relating to 
public inspection of private foundations’ annual re-
ports) and who fails so to file or comply’’, and ‘‘each 
such return’’ for ‘‘each such report or notice’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–203 applicable to returns 
for years beginning after Dec. 31, 1986, and on and after 
Dec. 22, 1987, in case of applications submitted after 
July 15, 1987, or on or before July 15, 1987, if the organi-
zation has a copy of the application on July 15, 1987, see 
section 10704(d) of Pub. L. 100–203, set out as a note 
under section 6652 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–603 applicable to taxable 
years beginning after Dec. 31, 1980, see section 1(f) of 
Pub. L. 96–603, set out as a note under section 6033 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 1970, see section 101(k)(1) of 
Pub. L. 91–172, set out as a note under section 4940 of 
this title. 

§ 6686. Failure to file returns or supply informa-
tion by DISC or FSC 

In addition to the penalty imposed by section 
7203 (relating to willful failure to file return, 
supply information, or pay tax) any person re-
quired to supply information or to file a return 
under section 6011(c) who fails to supply such in-
formation or file such return at the time pre-
scribed by the Secretary, or who files a return 
which does not show the information required, 
shall pay a penalty of $100 for each failure to 
supply information (but the total amount im-
posed on the delinquent person for all such fail-
ures during any calendar year shall not exceed 
$25,000) or a penalty of $1,000 for each failure to 
file a return, unless it is shown that such failure 
is due to reasonable cause. 

(Added Pub. L. 92–178, title V, § 504(d), Dec. 10, 
1971, 85 Stat. 551; amended Pub. L. 94–455, title 
XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1834; 
Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title VIII, § 801(d)(15)(A), 
July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 997.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–369 substituted ‘‘Failure to file re-
turns or supply information by DISC or FSC’’ for ‘‘Fail-
ure of DISC to file returns’’ in section catchline, and in 
text substituted ‘‘section 6011(c)’’ for ‘‘section 6011(e)’’. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–369 applicable to trans-
actions after Dec. 31, 1984, in taxable years ending after 
such date, see section 805(a)(1) of Pub. L. 98–369, set out 
as an Effective Date note under section 921 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to taxable years end-
ing after Dec. 31, 1971, except that a corporation may 
not be a DISC for any taxable year beginning before 
Jan. 1, 1972, see section 507 of Pub. L. 92–178, set out as 
a note under section 991 of this title. 
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[§ 6687. Repealed. Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, 
§ 7711(b)(1), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2393] 

Section, added Pub. L. 92–512, title I, § 144(b)(1), Oct. 
20, 1972, 86 Stat. 936, related to failure to supply infor-
mation with respect to place of residence. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal applicable to returns and statements the due 
date for which (determined without regard to exten-
sions) is after Dec. 31, 1989, see section 7711(c) of Pub. 
L. 101–239, set out as an Effective Date of 1989 Amend-
ment note under section 6721 of this title. 

§ 6688. Assessable penalties with respect to infor-
mation required to be furnished under sec-
tion 7654 

In addition to any criminal penalty provided 
by law, any person described in section 7654(a) 
who is required by regulations prescribed under 
section 7654 to furnish information and who fails 
to comply with such requirement at the time 
prescribed by such regulations unless it is shown 
that such failure is due to reasonable cause and 
not to willful neglect, shall pay (upon notice and 
demand by the Secretary and in the same man-
ner as tax) a penalty of $100 for each such fail-
ure. 

(Added Pub. L. 92–606, § 1(c), Oct. 31, 1972, 86 Stat. 
1496, § 6687; renumbered § 6688, Pub. L. 93–406, 
title II, § 1016(b)(4), Sept. 2, 1974, 88 Stat. 932; 
amended Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, 
§ 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1834.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable with respect to taxable years be-
ginning after Dec. 31, 1972, see section 2 of Pub. L. 
92–606, set out in part as a note under section 931 of this 
title. 

§ 6689. Failure to file notice of redetermination 
of foreign tax 

(a) Civil penalty 

If the taxpayer fails to notify the Secretary 
(on or before the date prescribed by regulations 
for giving such notice) of a foreign tax redeter-
mination, unless it is shown that such failure is 
due to reasonable cause and not due to willful 
neglect, there shall be added to the deficiency 
attributable to such redetermination an amount 
(not in excess of 25 percent of the deficiency) de-
termined as follows— 

(1) 5 percent of the deficiency if the failure 
is for not more than 1 month, with 

(2) an additional 5 percent of the deficiency 
for each month (or fraction thereof) during 
which the failure continues. 

(b) Foreign tax redetermination defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘foreign 
tax redetermination’’ means any redetermina-
tion for which a notice is required under sub-
section (c) of section 905 or paragraph (2) of sec-
tion 404A(g). 

(Added Pub. L. 96–603, § 2(c)(2), Dec. 28, 1980, 94 
Stat. 3509.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 6689, added Pub. L. 93–17, § 3(d)(2), Apr. 
10, 1973, 87 Stat. 16, related to failure by certain foreign 

issuers and obligors to comply with United States in-
vestment equalization tax requirements, prior to repeal 
by Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, § 1904(b)(10)(E)(i), Oct. 4, 
1976, 90 Stat. 1817. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

For applicability of section with respect to employer 
contributions or accruals for taxable years beginning 
after Dec. 31, 1979, election to apply amendments retro-
actively with respect to foreign subsidiaries, allowance 
of prior deductions in case of certain funded branch 
plans, and time and manner for making elections, see 
section 2(e) of Pub. L. 96–603, set out as a note under 
section 404A of this title. 

§ 6690. Fraudulent statement or failure to furnish 
statement to plan participant 

Any person required under section 6057(e) to 
furnish a statement to a participant who will-
fully furnishes a false or fraudulent statement, 
or who willfully fails to furnish a statement in 
the manner, at the time, and showing the infor-
mation required under section 6057(e), or regula-
tions prescribed thereunder, shall for each such 
act, or for each such failure, be subject to a pen-
alty under this subchapter of $50, which shall be 
assessed and collected in the same manner as 
the tax on employers imposed by section 3111. 

(Added Pub. L. 93–406, title II, § 1031(b)(2)(A), 
Sept. 2, 1974, 88 Stat. 946.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Sept. 2, 1974, see section 1034 of Pub. 
L. 93–406, set out as a note under section 6057 of this 
title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 6057 of this title. 

[§ 6691. Reserved] 

§ 6692. Failure to file actuarial report 

The plan administrator (as defined in section 
414(g)) of each defined benefit plan to which sec-
tion 412 applies who fails to file the report re-
quired by section 6059 at the time and in the 
manner required by section 6059, shall pay a pen-
alty of $1,000 for each such failure unless it is 
shown that such failure is due to reasonable 
cause. 

(Added Pub. L. 93–406, title II, § 1033(b), Sept. 2, 
1974, 88 Stat. 948.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Sept. 2, 1974, see section 1034 of Pub. 
L. 93–406, set out as a note under section 6057 of this 
title. 

§ 6693. Failure to provide reports on individual 
retirement accounts or annuities; penalties 
relating to designated nondeductible con-
tributions 

(a) The person required by subsection (i) or (l) 
of section 408 to file a report regarding an indi-
vidual retirement account or individual retire-
ment annuity at the time and in the manner re-
quired by such subsection shall pay a penalty of 
$50 for each failure unless it is shown that such 
failure is due to reasonable cause. 
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(b) Penalties relating to nondeductible contribu-
tions 

(1) Overstatement of designated nondeductible 
contributions 

Any individual who— 
(A) is required to furnish information 

under section 408(o)(4) as to the amount of 
designated nondeductible contributions 
made for any taxable year, and 

(B) overstates the amount of such con-
tributions made for such taxable year, 

shall pay a penalty of $100 for each such over-
statement unless it is shown that such over-
statement is due to reasonable cause. 

(2) Failure to file form 

Any individual who fails to file a form re-
quired to be filed by the Secretary under sec-
tion 408(o)(4) shall pay a penalty of $50 for each 
such failure unless it is shown that such fail-
ure is due to reasonable cause. 

(c) Deficiency procedures not to apply 

Subchapter B of chapter 63 (relating to defi-
ciency procedures for income, estate, gift, and 
certain excise taxes) does not apply to the as-
sessment or collection of any penalty imposed 
by this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 93–406, title II, § 2002(f), Sept. 2, 
1974, 88 Stat. 967; amended Pub. L. 96–222, title I, 
§ 101(a)(10)(H), Apr. 1, 1980, 94 Stat. 203; Pub. L. 
98–369, div. A, title I, § 147(b), July 18, 1984, 98 
Stat. 687; Pub. L. 99–514, title XI, § 1102(d)(1), 
(2)(A), (B), Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2416; Pub. L. 
100–647, title I, § 1011(b)(4)(A), (B)(i), Nov. 10, 1988, 
102 Stat. 3456, 3457.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–647, § 1011(b)(4)(B)(i), substituted 
‘‘penalties relating to’’ for ‘‘overstatement of’’ in sec-
tion catchline. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–647, § 1011(b)(4)(A), substituted 
‘‘Penalties relating to’’ for ‘‘Overstatement of des-
ignated’’ in heading and amended text generally. Prior 
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Any individual 
who— 

‘‘(1) is required to furnish information under sec-
tion 408(o)(4) as to the amount of designated non-
deductible contributions made for any taxable year, 
and 

‘‘(2) overstates the amount of such contributions 
made for such taxable year, 

shall pay a penalty of $100 for each such overstatement 
unless it is shown that such overstatement is due to 
reasonable cause.’’ 

1986—Pub. L. 99–514, § 1102(d)(2)(B), inserted 
‘‘; overstatement of designated nondeductible contribu-
tions’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–514, § 1102(d)(1), added subsec. 
(b). Former subsec. (b) redesignated (c). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–514, § 1102(d)(1), (2)(A), redesig-
nated former subsec. (b) as (c) and substituted ‘‘this 
section’’ for ‘‘subsection (a)’’. 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–369 substituted ‘‘$50’’ for 
‘‘$10’’. 

1980—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 96–222 substituted ‘‘sub-
section (i) or (l) of section 408 to file’’ for ‘‘section 408(i) 
to file’’, and ‘‘such subsection shall pay’’ for ‘‘section 
408(i) shall pay’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–647 effective, except as 
otherwise provided, as if included in the provision of 
the Tax Reform Act of 1986, Pub. L. 99–514, to which 

such amendment relates, see section 1019(a) of Pub. L. 
100–647, set out as a note under section 1 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–514 applicable to contribu-
tions and distributions for taxable years beginning 
after Dec. 31, 1986, see section 1102(g) of Pub. L. 99–514, 
set out as a note under section 219 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–369 applicable to failures 
occurring after July 18, 1984, see section 147(d)(2) of 
Pub. L. 98–369, set out as a note under section 219 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Section 101(b)(1)(F) of Pub. L. 96–222 provided that: 
‘‘The amendment made by subparagraph (I) of sub-
section (a)(10) [probably means subpar. (H) of subsec. 
(a)(10), which amended this section] shall apply with re-
spect to failures occuring [sic] after the date of the en-
actment of this Act [Apr. 1, 1980].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 1975, see section 2002(i)(2) of 
Pub. L. 93–406, set out as a note under section 4973 of 
this title. 

PLAN AMENDMENTS NOT REQUIRED UNTIL 
JANUARY 1, 1989 

For provisions directing that if any amendments 
made by subtitle A or subtitle C of title XI [§§ 1101–1147 
and 1171–1177] or title XVIII [§§ 1800–1899A] of Pub. L. 
99–514 require an amendment to any plan, such plan 
amendment shall not be required to be made before the 
first plan year beginning on or after Jan. 1, 1989, see 
section 1140 of Pub. L. 99–514, as amended, set out as a 
note under section 401 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 408 of this title. 

§ 6694. Understatement of taxpayer’s liability by 
income tax return preparer 

(a) Understatements due to unrealistic positions 

If— 
(1) any part of any understatement of liabil-

ity with respect to any return or claim for re-
fund is due to a position for which there was 
not a realistic possibility of being sustained 
on its merits, 

(2) any person who is an income tax return 
preparer with respect to such return or claim 
knew (or reasonably should have known) of 
such position, and 

(3) such position was not disclosed as pro-
vided in section 6662(d)(2)(B)(ii) or was frivo-
lous, 

such person shall pay a penalty of $250 with re-
spect to such return or claim unless it is shown 
that there is reasonable cause for the under-
statement and such person acted in good faith. 

(b) Willful or reckless conduct 

If any part of any understatement of liability 
with respect to any return or claim for refund is 
due— 

(1) to a willful attempt in any manner to un-
derstate the liability for tax by a person who 
is an income tax return preparer with respect 
to such return or claim, or 

(2) to any reckless or intentional disregard 
of rules or regulations by any such person, 
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such person shall pay a penalty of $1,000 with re-
spect to such return or claim. With respect to 
any return or claim, the amount of the penalty 
payable by any person by reason of this sub-
section shall be reduced by the amount of the 
penalty paid by such person by reason of sub-
section (a). 

(c) Extension of period of collection where pre-
parer pays 15 percent of penalty 

(1) In general 

If, within 30 days after the day on which no-
tice and demand of any penalty under sub-
section (a) or (b) is made against any person 
who is an income tax return preparer, such 
person pays an amount which is not less than 
15 percent of the amount of such penalty and 
files a claim for refund of the amount so paid, 
no levy or proceeding in court for the collec-
tion of the remainder of such penalty shall be 
made, begun, or prosecuted until the final res-
olution of a proceeding begun as provided in 
paragraph (2). Notwithstanding the provisions 
of section 7421(a), the beginning of such pro-
ceeding or levy during the time such prohibi-
tion is in force may be enjoined by a proceed-
ing in the proper court. Nothing in this para-
graph shall be construed to prohibit any coun-
terclaim for the remainder of such penalty in 
a proceeding begun as provided in paragraph 
(2). 

(2) Preparer must bring suit in district court to 
determine his liability for penalty 

If, within 30 days after the day on which his 
claim for refund of any partial payment of any 
penalty under subsection (a) or (b) is denied 
(or, if earlier, within 30 days after the expira-
tion of 6 months after the day on which he 
filed the claim for refund), the income tax re-
turn preparer fails to begin a proceeding in the 
appropriate United States district court for 
the determination of his liability for such pen-
alty, paragraph (1) shall cease to apply with 
respect to such penalty, effective on the day 
following the close of the applicable 30-day pe-
riod referred to in this paragraph. 

(3) Suspension of running of period of limita-
tions on collection 

The running of the period of limitations pro-
vided in section 6502 on the collection by levy 
or by a proceeding in court in respect of any 
penalty described in paragraph (1) shall be sus-
pended for the period during which the Sec-
retary is prohibited from collecting by levy or 
a proceeding in court. 

(d) Abatement of penalty where taxpayer’s liabil-
ity not understated 

If at any time there is a final administrative 
determination or a final judicial decision that 
there was no understatement of liability in the 
case of any return or claim for refund with re-
spect to which a penalty under subsection (a) or 
(b) has been assessed, such assessment shall be 
abated, and if any portion of such penalty has 
been paid the amount so paid shall be refunded 
to the person who made such payment as an 
overpayment of tax without regard to any pe-
riod of limitations which, but for this sub-
section, would apply to the making of such re-
fund. 

(e) Understatement of liability defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘under-
statement of liability’’ means any understate-
ment of the net amount payable with respect to 
any tax imposed by subtitle A or any overstate-
ment of the net amount creditable or refundable 
with respect to any such tax. Except as other-
wise provided in subsection (d), the determina-
tion of whether or not there is an understate-
ment of liability shall be made without regard 
to any administrative or judicial action involv-
ing the taxpayer. 

(f) Cross reference 

For definition of income tax return preparer, see 
section 7701(a)(36). 

(Added Pub. L. 94–455, title XII, § 1203(b)(1), Oct. 
4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1689; amended Pub. L. 101–239, 
title VII, §§ 7732(a), 7737(a), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 
2402, 2404.) 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 6694, relating to failure to file infor-
mation with respect to carryover basis property, which 
was added by Pub. L. 94–455, § 2005(d)(2), was renumbered 
section 6698 by Pub. L. 95–600, renumbered section 6698A 
by Pub. L. 96–222, and repealed by Pub. L. 96–223. 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7732(a), substituted 
‘‘Understatements due to unrealistic positions’’ for 
‘‘Negligent or intentional disregard of rules and regula-
tions’’ in heading and amended text generally. Prior to 
amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘If any part of any 
understatement of liability with respect to any return 
or claim for refund is due to the negligent or inten-
tional disregard of rules and regulations by any person 
who is an income tax return preparer with respect to 
such return or claim, such person shall pay a penalty 
of $100 with respect to such return or claim.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7732(a), substituted 
‘‘Willful or reckless conduct’’ for ‘‘Willful understate-
ment of liability’’ in heading and amended text gener-
ally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘If any 
part of any understatement of liability with respect to 
any return or claim for refund is due to a willful at-
tempt in any manner to understate the liability for a 
tax by a person who is an income tax return preparer 
with respect to such return or claim, such person shall 
pay a penalty of $500 with respect to such return or 
claim. With respect to any return or claim, the amount 
of the penalty payable by any person by reason of this 
subsection shall be reduced by the amount of the pen-
alty paid by such person by reason of subsection (a).’’ 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7737(a), inserted at end 
‘‘Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to pro-
hibit any counterclaim for the remainder of such pen-
alty in a proceeding begun as provided in paragraph 
(2).’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Section 7732(b) of Pub. L. 101–239 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this sec-
tion] shall apply with respect to documents prepared 
after December 31, 1989.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 6103, 6503, 6511, 
6696, 6701, 7407, 7421 of this title. 

§ 6695. Other assessable penalties with respect to 
the preparation of income tax returns for 
other persons 

(a) Failure to furnish copy to taxpayer 

Any person who is an income tax return pre-
parer with respect to any return or claim for re-
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fund who fails to comply with section 6107(a) 
with respect to such return or claim shall pay a 
penalty of $50 for such failure, unless it is shown 
that such failure is due to reasonable cause and 
not due to willful neglect. The maximum pen-
alty imposed under this subsection on any per-
son with respect to documents filed during any 
calendar year shall not exceed $25,000. 

(b) Failure to sign return 

Any person who is an income tax return pre-
parer with respect to any return or claim for re-
fund, who is required by regulations prescribed 
by the Secretary to sign such return or claim, 
and who fails to comply with such regulations 
with respect to such return or claim shall pay a 
penalty of $50 for such failure, unless it is shown 
that such failure is due to reasonable cause and 
not due to willful neglect. The maximum pen-
alty imposed under this subsection on any per-
son with respect to documents filed during any 
calendar year shall not exceed $25,000. 

(c) Failure to furnish identifying number 

Any person who is an income tax return pre-
parer with respect to any return or claim for re-
fund and who fails to comply with section 
6109(a)(4) with respect to such return or claim 
shall pay a penalty of $50 for such failure, unless 
it is shown that such failure is due to reasonable 
cause and not due to willful neglect. The maxi-
mum penalty imposed under this subsection on 
any person with respect to documents filed dur-
ing any calendar year shall not exceed $25,000. 

(d) Failure to retain copy or list 

Any person who is an income tax return pre-
parer with respect to any return or claim for re-
fund who fails to comply with section 6107(b) 
with respect to such return or claim shall pay a 
penalty of $50 for each such failure, unless it is 
shown that such failure is due to reasonable 
cause and not due to willful neglect. The maxi-
mum penalty imposed under this subsection on 
any person with respect to any return period 
shall not exceed $25,000. 

(e) Failure to file correct information returns 

Any person required to make a return under 
section 6060 who fails to comply with the re-
quirements of such section shall pay a penalty 
of $50 for— 

(1) each failure to file a return as required 
under such section, and 

(2) each failure to set forth an item in the 
return as required under section, 

unless it is shown that such failure is due to rea-
sonable cause and not due to willful neglect. The 
maximum penalty imposed under this sub-
section on any person with respect to any return 
period shall not exceed $25,000. 

(f) Negotiation of check 

Any person who is an income tax return pre-
parer who endorses or otherwise negotiates (di-
rectly or through an agent) any check made in 
respect of the taxes imposed by subtitle A which 
is issued to a taxpayer (other than the income 
tax return preparer) shall pay a penalty of $500 
with respect to each such check. The preceding 
sentence shall not apply with respect to the de-
posit by a bank (within the meaning of section 

581) of the full amount of the check in the tax-
payer’s account in such bank for the benefit of 
the taxpayer. 

(Added Pub. L. 94–455, title XII, § 1203(f), Oct. 4, 
1976, 90 Stat. 1692; amended Pub. L. 95–600, title 
VII, § 701(cc)(1), Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2923; Pub. L. 
98–369, div. A, title I, § 179(b)(2), July 18, 1984, 98 
Stat. 718; Pub. L. 99–44, § 1(b), May 24, 1985, 99 
Stat. 77; Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, § 7733(a)–(d), 
Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2402, 2403.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Subsecs. (a) to (c). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7733(a)–(c), 
substituted ‘‘$50’’ for ‘‘$25’’ and inserted at end ‘‘The 
maximum penalty imposed under this subsection on 
any person with respect to documents filed during any 
calendar year shall not exceed $25,000.’’ 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7733(d), substituted ‘‘re-
turns’’ for ‘‘return’’ in heading and amended text gen-
erally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Any 
person required to make a return under section 6060 
who fails to comply with the requirements of such sec-
tion shall pay a penalty of— 

‘‘(1) $100 for each failure to file a return as required 
under such section, and 

‘‘(2) $5 for each failure to set forth an item in the 
return as required under such section, 

unless it is shown that such failure is due to reasonable 
cause and not due to willful neglect. The maximum 
penalty imposed under this subsection on any person 
with respect to any return period shall not exceed 
$20,000.’’ 

1985—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–44 repealed Pub. L. 
98–369, § 179(b)(2), which amended subsec. (b), and pro-
vided that the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 [now 1986] 
[this title] shall be applied and administered as if sec-
tion 179(b)(2) (and the amendments made by such sec-
tion) had not been enacted. See 1984 Amendment note 
and Effective Date of 1985 Amendment note below. 

1984—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98–369 amended subsec. (b) 
generally, substituting provisions dealing with failure 
to inform taxpayer of certain recordkeeping require-
ments of section 274(d) of this title or to sign returns, 
for provisions dealing with failure to sign returns. See 
1985 Amendment note above. 

1978—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 95–600 inserted provision re-
lating to deposits by a bank. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Section 7733(e) of Pub. L. 101–239 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion] shall apply to documents prepared after December 
31, 1989.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–44 effective as if included 
in the amendments made by section 179(b) of Pub. L. 
98–369, see section 6(a) of Pub. L. 99–44, set out as a note 
under section 274 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–369 applicable to taxable 
years beginning after Dec. 31, 1984, see section 179(d)(2) 
of Pub. L. 98–369, set out as an Effective Date note 
under section 280F of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Section 701(cc)(3) of Pub. L. 95–600 provided that: 
‘‘The amendments made by this subsection [amending 
this section and section 7701 of this title] shall apply to 
documents prepared after December 31, 1976.’’ 

REPEAL OF REGULATIONS COVERING SUBSTANTIATION BY 
ADEQUATE CONTEMPORANEOUS RECORDS 

Regulations issued before May 24, 1985, to carry out 
the amendment of subsec. (b) of this section by section 
179(b)(2) of Pub. L. 98–369 to have no force and effect, 
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see section 1(c) of Pub. L. 99–44, set out as a note under 
section 274 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 6103, 6504, 6511, 
6696, 7407 of this title. 

§ 6696. Rules applicable with respect to sections 
6694 and 6695 

(a) Penalties to be additional to any other pen-
alties 

The penalties provided by section 6694 and 6695 
shall be in addition to any other penalties pro-
vided by law. 

(b) Deficiency procedures not to apply 

Subchapter B of chapter 63 (relating to defi-
ciency procedures for income, estate, gift, and 
certain excise taxes) shall not apply with re-
spect to the assessment or collection of the pen-
alties provided by sections 6694 and 6695. 

(c) Procedure for claiming refund 

Any claim for credit or refund of any penalty 
paid under section 6694 or 6695 shall be filed in 
accordance with regulations prescribed by the 
Secretary. 

(d) Periods of limitation 

(1) Assessment 

The amount of any penalty under section 
6694(a) or under section 6695 shall be assessed 
within 3 years after the return or claim for re-
fund with respect to which the penalty is as-
sessed was filed, and no proceeding in court 
without assessment for the collection of such 
tax shall be begun after the expiration of such 
period. In the case of any penalty under sec-
tion 6694(b), the penalty may be assessed, or a 
proceeding in court for the collection of the 
penalty may be begun without assessment, at 
any time. 

(2) Claim for refund 

Except as provided in section 6694(d), any 
claim for refund of an overpayment of any 
penalty assessed under section 6694 or 6695 
shall be filed within 3 years from the time the 
penalty was paid. 

(e) Definitions 

For purposes of sections 6694 and 6695— 

(1) Return 

The term ‘‘return’’ means any return of any 
tax imposed by subtitle A. 

(2) Claim for refund 

The term ‘‘claim for refund’’ means a claim 
for refund of, or credit against, any tax im-
posed by subtitle A. 

(Added Pub. L. 94–455, title XII, § 1203(f), Oct. 4, 
1976, 90 Stat. 1693.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 6107, 6109, 6504, 
6511 of this title. 

§ 6697. Assessable penalties with respect to liabil-
ity for tax of regulated investment compa-
nies 

(a) Civil penalty 

In addition to any other penalty provided by 
law, any regulated investment company whose 

tax liability for any taxable year is deemed to 
be increased pursuant to section 860(c)(1)(A) 
shall pay a penalty in an amount equal to the 
amount of the interest (for which such company 
is liable) which is attributable solely to such in-
crease. 

(b) 50-percent limitation 

The penalty payable under this section with 
respect to any determination shall not exceed 
one-half of the amount of the deduction allowed 
by section 860(a) for such taxable year. 

(c) Deficiency procedures not to apply 

Subchapter B of chapter 63 (relating to defi-
ciency procedure for income, estate, gift, and 
certain excise taxes) shall not apply in respect 
of the assessment or collection of any penalty 
imposed by subsection (a). 

(Added Pub. L. 94–455, title XVI, § 1601(b)(1), Oct. 
4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1745; amended Pub. L. 95–600, 
title III, § 362(b), Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2851; Pub. 
L. 99–514, title VI, § 667(a), Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 
2305.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–514 substituted ‘‘regulated invest-
ment companies’’ for ‘‘real estate investment entities’’ 
in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–514 amended subsec. (a) gener-
ally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read as follows: 
‘‘In addition to any other penalty provided by law, any 
qualified investment entity (as defined in section 
860(b)) whose tax liability for any taxable year is 
deemed to be increased pursuant to section 860(c)(1)(A) 
(relating to interest and additions to tax determined 
with respect to the amount of the deduction for defi-
ciency dividends allowed) shall pay a penalty in an 
amount equal to the amount of interest (for which such 
entity is liable) which is attributable solely to such in-
crease.’’ 

1978—Pub. L. 95–600 substituted ‘‘qualified investment 
entities’’ for ‘‘real estate investment trusts’’ in section 
catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–600 substituted ‘‘qualified in-
vestment entity (as defined in section 860(b))’’ for ‘‘real 
estate investment trust’’, ‘‘section 860(c)(1)(A)’’ for 
‘‘section 859(b)(2)(A)’’, and ‘‘(for which such entity is 
liable) which’’ for ‘‘for which such trust is liable that’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–600 substituted ‘‘section 860(a)’’ 
for ‘‘section 859(a)’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 95–600 reenacted subsec. (c) with-
out change. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–514 applicable to taxable 
years beginning after Dec. 31, 1986, see section 669 of 
Pub. L. 99–514, set out as a note under section 856 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–600 applicable with respect 
to determinations (as defined in section 860(e) of this 
title) after Nov. 6, 1978, see section 362(e) of Pub. L. 
95–600, set out as an Effective Date note under section 
860 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 860 of this title. 

§ 6698. Failure to file partnership return 

(a) General rule 

In addition to the penalty imposed by section 
7203 (relating to willful failure to file return, 
supply information, or pay tax), if any partner-
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ship required to file a return under section 6031 
for any taxable year— 

(1) fails to file such return at the time pre-
scribed therefor (determined with regard to 
any extension of time for filing), or 

(2) files a return which fails to show the in-
formation required under section 6031, 

such partnership shall be liable for a penalty de-
termined under subsection (b) for each month 
(or fraction thereof) during which such failure 
continues (but not to exceed 5 months), unless it 
is shown that such failure is due to reasonable 
cause. 

(b) Amount per month 

For purposes of subsection (a), the amount de-
termined under this subsection for any month is 
the product of— 

(1) $50, multiplied by 
(2) the number of persons who were partners 

in the partnership during any part of the tax-
able year 

(c) Assessment of penalty 

The penalty imposed by subsection (a) shall be 
assessed against the partnership. 

(d) Deficiency procedures not to apply 

Subchapter B of chapter 63 (relating to defi-
ciency procedures for income, estate, gift, and 
certain excise taxes) shall not apply in respect 
of the assessment or collection of any penalty 
imposed by subsection (a). 

(Added Pub. L. 95–600, title II, § 211(a), Nov. 6, 
1978, 92 Stat. 2817.) 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 6698, formerly section 6694, relating 
to failure to file information with respect to carryover 
basis property, which was added by Pub. L. 94–455, 
§ 2005(d)(2), was renumbered section 6698 by Pub. L. 
95–600, renumbered section 6698A by Pub. L. 96–222, and 
repealed by Pub. L. 96–223. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 211(c) of Pub. L. 95–600 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [enacting this sec-
tion] shall apply with respect to returns for taxable 
years beginning after December 31, 1978.’’ 

[§ 6698A. Repealed. Pub. L. 96–223, title IV, 
§ 401(a), Apr. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 299] 

Section, added Pub. L. 94–455, title XX, § 2005(d)(2), 
Oct. 4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1878, § 6694; renumbered § 6698 and 
amended Pub. L. 95–600, title VII, § 702(r)(1)(A), (B), Nov. 
6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2938; renumbered § 6698A, Pub. L. 96–222, 
title I, § 107(a)(2)(D), Apr. 1, 1980, 94 Stat. 223, related to 
failure of an executor to file information with respect 
to carryover basis property. Repeal was achieved by re-
pealing section 2005(d)(2) of Pub. L. 94–455 and section 
702(r)(1)(A), (B) of Pub. L. 95–600 and the amendments 
made by those sections. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL AND REVIVAL OF PRIOR 
LAW 

Repeal applicable in respect of decedents dying after 
Dec. 31, 1976, and, except for certain elections, this title 
to be applied and administered as if this section had 
not been enacted, see section 401(b), (e) of Pub. L. 
96–223, set out as an Effective Date of 1980 Amendment 
and Revival of Prior Law note under section 1023 of this 
title. 

[§ 6699. Repealed. Pub. L. 99–514, title XI, 
§ 1171(b)(7)(A), Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2513] 

Section, added Pub. L. 95–600, title I, § 141(c)(1), Nov. 
6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2794; amended Pub. L. 96–222, title I, 
§ 101(a)(7)(L)(iii)(VI), (v)(IX), Apr. 1, 1980, 94 Stat. 200; 
Pub. L. 97–34, title III, § 331(c)(3), (4), Aug. 13, 1981, 95 
Stat. 293, 294; Pub. L. 97–448, title I, § 103(g)(2)(B)–(D), 
Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2379; Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title 
IV, § 491(e)(9), July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 853; Pub. L. 99–514, 
title XVIII, § 1847(b)(9), Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2857, re-
lated to assessable penalties applicable to tax credit 
employee stock ownership plans. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal applicable to compensation paid or accrued 
after Dec. 31, 1986, in taxable years ending after such 
date, but this section to continue to apply with respect 
to credits under section 41 of this title attributable to 
compensation paid or accrued before Jan. 1, 1987 (or 
under section 38 of this title with respect to qualified 
investment before Jan. 1, 1983), see section 1171(c) of 
Pub. L. 99–514, set out as an Effective Date of 1986 
Amendment note under section 38 of this title. 

§ 6700. Promoting abusive tax shelters, etc. 

(a) Imposition of penalty 

Any person who— 
(1)(A) organizes (or assists in the organiza-

tion of)— 
(i) a partnership or other entity, 
(ii) any investment plan or arrangement, 

or 
(iii) any other plan or arrangement, or 

(B) participates (directly or indirectly) in 
the sale of any interest in an entity or plan or 
arrangement referred to in subparagraph (A), 
and 

(2) makes or furnishes or causes another per-
son to make or furnish (in connection with 
such organization or sale)— 

(A) a statement with respect to the allow-
ability of any deduction or credit, the ex-
cludability of any income, or the securing of 
any other tax benefit by reason of holding an 
interest in the entity or participating in the 
plan or arrangement which the person knows 
or has reason to known is false or fraudulent 
as to any material matter, or 

(B) a gross valuation overstatement as to 
any material matter, 

shall pay, with respect to each activity de-
scribed in paragraph (1), a penalty equal to the 
$1,000 or, if the person establishes that it is less-
er, 100 percent of the gross income derived (or to 
be derived) by such person from such activity. 
For purposes of the preceding sentence, activi-
ties described in paragraph (1)(A) with respect to 
each entity or arrangement shall be treated as a 
separate activity and participation in each sale 
described in paragraph (1)(B) shall be so treated. 

(b) Rules relating to penalty for gross valuation 
overstatements 

(1) Gross valuation overstatement defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘gross 
valuation overstatement’’ means any state-
ment as to the value of any property or serv-
ices if— 

(A) the value so stated exceeds 200 percent 
of the amount determined to be the correct 
valuation, and 
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(B) the value of such property or services 
is directly related to the amount of any de-
duction or credit allowable under chapter 1 
to any participant. 

(2) Authority to waive 

The Secretary may waive all or any part of 
the penalty provided by subsection (a) with re-
spect to any gross valuation overstatement on 
a showing that there was a reasonable basis 
for the valuation and that such valuation was 
made in good faith. 

(c) Penalty in addition to other penalties 

The penalty imposed by this section shall be 
in addition to any other penalty provided by 
law. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–248, title III, § 320(a), Sept. 3, 
1982, 96 Stat. 611; amended Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, 
title I, § 143(a), July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 682; Pub. L. 
101–239, title VII, § 7734(a), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 
2403.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7734(a)(3), added 
concluding provision and struck out former concluding 
provision which read as follows: ‘‘shall pay a penalty 
equal to the greater of $1,000 or 20 percent of the gross 
income derived or to be derived by such person from 
such activity.’’ 

Subsec. (a)(1)(B). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7734(a)(1), inserted 
‘‘(directly or indirectly)’’ after ‘‘participates’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7734(a)(2), inserted ‘‘or 
causes another person to make or furnish’’ after 
‘‘makes or furnishes’’ in introductory provisions. 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–369 substituted ‘‘20 per-
cent’’ for ‘‘10 percent’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Section 7734(b) of Pub. L. 101–239 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this sec-
tion] shall apply to activities after December 31, 1989.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Section 143(c) of Pub. L. 98–369 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion and section 7408 of this title] shall take effect on 
the day after the date of the enactment of this Act 
[July 18, 1984].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 320(c) of Pub. L. 97–248 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [enacting this sec-
tion] shall take effect on the day after the date of the 
enactment of this Act [Sept. 3, 1982].’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 6701, 6703, 7408, 
7422 of this title; title 28 section 1509. 

§ 6701. Penalties for aiding and abetting under-
statement of tax liability 

(a) Imposition of penalty 

Any person— 
(1) who aids or assists in, procures, or ad-

vises with respect to, the preparation or pres-
entation of any portion of a return, affidavit, 
claim, or other document, 

(2) who knows (or has reason to believe) that 
such portion will be used in connection with 
any material matter arising under the inter-
nal revenue laws, and 

(3) who knows that such portion (if so used) 
would result in an understatement of the li-
ability for tax of another person, 

shall pay a penalty with respect to each such 
document in the amount determined under sub-
section (b). 

(b) Amount of penalty 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), the 
amount of the penalty imposed by subsection 
(a) shall be $1,000. 

(2) Corporations 

If the return, affidavit, claim, or other docu-
ment relates to the tax liability of a corpora-
tion, the amount of the penalty imposed by 
subsection (a) shall be $10,000. 

(3) Only 1 penalty per person per period 

If any person is subject to a penalty under 
subsection (a) with respect to any document 
relating to any taxpayer for any taxable pe-
riod (or where there is no taxable period, any 
taxable event), such person shall not be sub-
ject to a penalty under subsection (a) with re-
spect to any other document relating to such 
taxpayer for such taxable period (or event). 

(c) Activities of subordinates 

(1) In general 

For purposes of subsection (a), the term 
‘‘procures’’ includes— 

(A) ordering (or otherwise causing) a sub-
ordinate to do an act, and 

(B) knowing of, and not attempting to pre-
vent, participation by a subordinate in an 
act. 

(2) Subordinate 

For purposes of paragraph (1), the term 
‘‘subordinate’’ means any other person (wheth-
er or not a director, officer, employee, or 
agent of the taxpayer involved) over whose ac-
tivities the person has direction, supervision, 
or control. 

(d) Taxpayer not required to have knowledge 

Subsection (a) shall apply whether or not the 
understatement is with the knowledge or con-
sent of the persons authorized or required to 
present the return, affidavit, claim, or other 
document. 

(e) Certain actions not treated as aid or assist-
ance 

For purposes of subsection (a)(1), a person fur-
nishing typing, reproducing, or other mechani-
cal assistance with respect to a document shall 
not be treated as having aided or assisted in the 
preparation of such document by reason of such 
assistance. 

(f) Penalty in addition to other penalties 

(1) In general 

Except as provided by paragraphs (2) and (3), 
the penalty imposed by this section shall be in 
addition to any other penalty provided by law. 

(2) Coordination with return preparer pen-
alties 

No penalty shall be assessed under sub-
section (a) or (b) of section 6694 on any person 
with respect to any document for which a pen-
alty is assessed on such person under sub-
section (a). 
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(3) Coordination with section 6700 

No penalty shall be assessed under section 
6700 on any person with respect to any docu-
ment for which a penalty is assessed on such 
person under subsection (a). 

(Added Pub. L. 97–248, title III, § 324(a), Sept. 3, 
1982, 96 Stat. 615; amended Pub. L. 101–239, title 
VII, § 7735(a), (b), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2403.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7735(a)(1), struck 
out ‘‘in connection with any matter arising under the 
internal revenue laws’’ after ‘‘other document’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7735(a)(2), inserted 
‘‘(or has reason to believe)’’ after ‘‘who knows’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7735(a)(3), substituted 
‘‘would result’’ for ‘‘will result’’. 

Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7735(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘paragraphs (2) and (3)’’ for ‘‘paragraph (2)’’. 

Subsec. (f)(3). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7735(b)(1), added par. 
(3). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Section 7735(c) of Pub. L. 101–239 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion] shall take effect on December 31, 1989.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 324(c) of Pub. L. 97–248 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [enacting this sec-
tion] shall take effect on the day after the date of the 
enactment of this Act [Sept. 3, 1982].’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 6703, 7408, 7422 
of this title; title 28 section 1509; title 31 section 330. 

§ 6702. Frivolous income tax return 

(a) Civil penalty 

If— 
(1) any individual files what purports to be a 

return of the tax imposed by subtitle A but 
which— 

(A) does not contain information on which 
the substantial correctness of the self-as-
sessment may be judged, or 

(B) contains information that on its face 
indicates that the self-assessment is sub-
stantially incorrect; and 

(2) the conduct referred to in paragraph (1) is 
due to— 

(A) a position which is frivolous, or 
(B) a desire (which appears on the pur-

ported return) to delay or impede the admin-
istration of Federal income tax laws, 

then such individual shall pay a penalty of $500. 

(b) Penalty in addition to other penalties 

The penalty imposed by subsection (a) shall be 
in addition to any other penalty provided by 
law. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–248, title III, § 326(a), Sept. 3, 
1982, 96 Stat. 617.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 326(c) of Pub. L. 97–248 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [enacting this sec-
tion] shall apply with respect to documents filed after 
the date of the enactment of this Act [Sept. 3, 1982].’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 6703 of this title. 

§ 6703. Rules applicable to penalties under sec-
tions 6700, 6701, and 6702 

(a) Burden of proof 

In any proceeding involving the issue of 
whether or not any person is liable for a penalty 
under section 6700, 6701, or 6702, the burden of 
proof with respect to such issue shall be on the 
Secretary. 

(b) Deficiency procedures not to apply 

Subchapter B of chapter 63 (relating to defi-
ciency procedures) shall not apply with respect 
to the assessment or collection of the penalties 
provided by sections 6700, 6701, and 6702. 

(c) Extension of period of collection where per-
son pays 15 percent of penalty 

(1) In general 

If, within 30 days after the day on which no-
tice and demand of any penalty under section 
6700 or 6701 is made against any person, such 
person pays an amount which is not less than 
15 percent of the amount of such penalty and 
files a claim for refund of the amount so paid, 
no levy or proceeding in court for the collec-
tion of the remainder of such penalty shall be 
made, begun, or prosecuted until the final res-
olution of a proceeding begun as provided in 
paragraph (2). Notwithstanding the provisions 
of section 7421(a), the beginning of such pro-
ceeding or levy during the time such prohibi-
tion is in force may be enjoined by a proceed-
ing in the proper court. Nothing in this para-
graph shall be construed to prohibit any coun-
terclaim for the remainder of such penalty in 
a proceeding begun as provided in paragraph 
(2). 

(2) Person must bring suit in district court to 
determine his liability for penalty 

If, within 30 days after the day on which his 
claim for refund of any partial payment of any 
penalty under section 6700 or 6701 is denied (or, 
if earlier, within 30 days after the expiration 
of 6 months after the day on which he filed the 
claim for refund), the person fails to begin a 
proceeding in the appropriate United States 
district court for the determination of his li-
ability for such penalty, paragraph (1) shall 
cease to apply with respect to such penalty, 
effective on the day following the close of the 
applicable 30-day period referred to in this 
paragraph. 

(3) Suspension of running of period of limita-
tions on collection 

The running of the period of limitations pro-
vided in section 6502 on the collection by levy 
or by a proceeding in court in respect of any 
penalty described in paragraph (1) shall be sus-
pended for the period during which the Sec-
retary is prohibited from collecting by levy or 
a proceeding in court. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–248, title III, § 322(a), Sept. 3, 
1982, 96 Stat. 612; amended Pub. L. 101–239, title 
VII, §§ 7736(a), 7737(a), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 
2404.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7737(a), inserted 
at end ‘‘Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to 
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prohibit any counterclaim for the remainder of such 
penalty in a proceeding begun as provided in paragraph 
(2).’’ 

Pub. L. 101–239, § 7736(a), substituted ‘‘section 6700 or 
6701’’ for ‘‘section 6700, 6701, or 6702’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7736(a), substituted 
‘‘section 6700 or 6701’’ for ‘‘section 6700, 6701, or 6702’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Section 7736(b) of Pub. L. 101–239 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this sec-
tion] shall apply to returns filed after December 31, 
1989.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 322(c) of Pub. L. 97–248 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [enacting this sec-
tion] shall take effect on the day after the date of the 
enactment of this Act [Sept. 3, 1982].’’ 

§ 6704. Failure to keep records necessary to meet 
reporting requirements under section 
6047(d) 

(a) Liability for penalty 

Any person who— 
(1) has a duty to report or may have a duty 

to report any information under section 
6047(d), and 

(2) fails to keep such records as may be re-
quired by regulations prescribed under section 
6047(d) for the purpose of providing the nec-
essary data base for either current reporting 
or future reporting, 

shall pay a penalty for each calendar year for 
which there is any failure to keep such records. 

(b) Amount of penalty 

(1) In general 

The penalty of any person for any calendar 
year shall be $50, multiplied by the number of 
individuals with respect to whom such failure 
occurs in such year. 

(2) Maximum amount 

The penalty under this section of any person 
for any calendar year shall not exceed $50,000. 

(c) Exceptions 

(1) Reasonable cause 

No penalty shall be imposed by this section 
on any person for any failure which is shown 
to be due to reasonable cause and not to will-
ful neglect. 

(2) Inability to correct previous failure 

No penalty shall be imposed by this section 
on any failure by a person if such failure is at-
tributable to a prior failure which has been pe-
nalized under this section and with respect to 
which the person has made all reasonable ef-
forts to correct the failure. 

(3) Pre-1983 failures 

No penalty shall be imposed by this section 
on any person for any failure which is attrib-
utable to a failure occurring before January 1, 
1983, if the person has made all reasonable ef-
forts to correct such pre-1983 failure. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–248, title III, § 334(c)(1), Sept. 3, 
1982, 96 Stat. 627; amended Pub. L. 99–514, title 
XVIII, § 1848(e)(1), Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2857.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–514 substituted ‘‘section 6047(d)’’ for 
‘‘section 6047(e)’’ in section catchline and in subsec. (a). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–514 effective, except as 
otherwise provided, as if included in the provisions of 
the Tax Reform Act of 1984, Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, to 
which such amendment relates, see section 1881 of Pub. 
L. 99–514, set out as a note under section 48 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 1985, see section 334(e)(3) of 
Pub. L. 97–248, set out as a note under section 3405 of 
this title. 

PLAN AMENDMENTS NOT REQUIRED UNTIL 
JANUARY 1, 1989 

For provisions directing that if any amendments 
made by subtitle A or subtitle C of title XI [§§ 1101–1147 
and 1171–1177] or title XVIII [§§ 1800–1899A] of Pub. L. 
99–514 require an amendment to any plan, such plan 
amendment shall not be required to be made before the 
first plan year beginning on or after Jan. 1, 1989, see 
section 1140 of Pub. L. 99–514, as amended, set out as a 
note under section 401 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 6047 of this title. 

§ 6705. Failure by broker to provide notice to 
payors 

(a) In general 

Any person required under section 3406(d)(2)(B) 
to provide notice to any payor who willfully 
fails to provide such notice to such payor shall 
pay a penalty of $500 for each such failure. 

(b) Penalty in addition to other penalties 

Any penalty imposed by this section shall be 
in addition to any other penalty provided by 
law. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–67, title I, § 104(c)(1), Aug. 5, 
1983, 97 Stat. 379.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective with respect to payments made 
after Dec. 31, 1983, see section 110(a) of Pub. L. 98–67, set 
out as an Effective Date of 1983 Amendment note under 
section 31 of this title. 

§ 6706. Original issue discount information re-
quirements 

(a) Failure to show information on debt instru-
ment 

In the case of a failure to set forth on a debt 
instrument the information required to be set 
forth on such instrument under section 
1275(c)(1), unless it is shown that such failure is 
due to reasonable cause and not to willful ne-
glect, the issuer shall pay a penalty of $50 for 
each instrument with respect to which such a 
failure exists. 

(b) Failure to furnish information to Secretary 

Any issuer who fails to furnish information re-
quired under section 1275(c)(2) with respect to 
any issue of debt instruments on the date pre-
scribed therefor (determined with regard to any 
extension of time for filing) shall pay a penalty 
equal to 1 percent of the aggregate issue price of 
such issue, unless it is shown that such failure 
is due to reasonable cause and not willful ne-
glect. The amount of the penalty imposed under 
the preceding sentence with respect to any issue 
of debt instruments shall not exceed $50,000 for 
such issue. 
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(c) Deficiency procedures not to apply 

Subchapter B of chapter 63 (relating to defi-
ciency procedures for income, estate, gift, and 
certain excise taxes) shall not apply in respect 
of the assessment or collection of any penalty 
imposed by this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title I, § 41(c)(1), 
July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 555.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on day 30 days after July 18, 1984, 
see section 44(h) of Pub. L. 98–369, set out as a note 
under section 1271 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 1275 of this title. 

§ 6707. Failure to furnish information regarding 
tax shelters 

(a) Failure to register tax shelter 

(1) Imposition of penalty 

If a person who is required to register a tax 
shelter under section 6111(a)— 

(A) fails to register such tax shelter on or 
before the date described in section 
6111(a)(1), or 

(B) files false or incomplete information 
with the Secretary with respect to such reg-
istration, 

such person shall pay a penalty with respect 
to such registration in the amount determined 
under paragraph (2). No penalty shall be im-
posed under the preceding sentence with re-
spect to any failure which is due to reasonable 
cause. 

(2) Amount of penalty 

The penalty imposed under paragraph (1) 
with respect to any tax shelter shall be an 
amount equal to the greater of— 

(A) 1 percent of the aggregate amount in-
vested in such tax shelter, or 

(B) $500. 

(b) Failure to furnish tax shelter identification 
number 

(1) Sellers, etc. 

Any person who fails to furnish the identi-
fication number of a tax shelter which such 
person is required to furnish under section 
6111(b)(1) shall pay a penalty of $100 for each 
such failure. 

(2) Failure to include number on return 

Any person who fails to include an identi-
fication number on a return on which such 
number is required to be included under sec-
tion 6111(b)(2) shall pay a penalty of $250 for 
each such failure, unless such failure is due to 
reasonable cause. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title I, § 141(b), 
July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 680; amended Pub. L. 
99–514, title XV, §§ 1532(a), 1533(a), Oct. 22, 1986, 
100 Stat. 2750.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 99–514, § 1532(a), amended 
par. (2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as 
follows: ‘‘The penalty imposed under paragraph (1) with 
respect to any tax shelter shall be an amount equal to 
the greater of— 

‘‘(A) $500, or 
‘‘(B) the lesser of (i) 1 percent of the aggregate 

amount invested in such tax shelter, or (ii) $10,000. 
The $10,000 limitation in subparagraph (B) shall not 
apply where there is an intentional disregard of the re-
quirements of section 6111(a).’’ 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 99–514, § 1533(a), substituted 
‘‘$250’’ for ‘‘$50’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Section 1532(b) of Pub. L. 99–514 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by this section [amending this sec-
tion] shall apply to failures with respect to tax shelters 
interests in which are first offered for sale after the 
date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 22, 1986].’’ 

Section 1533(b) of Pub. L. 99–514 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by this section [amending this sec-
tion] shall apply to returns filed after the date of the 
enactment of this Act [Oct 22, 1986].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to tax shelters (within the mean-
ing of section 6111 of this title), any interest in which 
is first sold to any investor after Aug. 31, 1984, see sec-
tion 141(d) of Pub. L. 98–369, set out as a note under sec-
tion 6111 of this title. 

§ 6708. Failure to maintain lists of investors in 
potentially abusive tax shelters 

(a) In general 

Any person who fails to meet any requirement 
imposed by section 6112 shall pay a penalty of 
$50 for each person with respect to whom there 
is such a failure, unless it is shown that such 
failure is due to reasonable cause and not due to 
willful neglect. The maximum penalty imposed 
under this subsection for any calendar year shall 
not exceed $100,000. 

(b) Penalty in addition to other penalties 

The penalty imposed by this section shall be 
in addition to any other penalty provided by 
law. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title I, § 142(b), 
July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 682; amended Pub. L. 
99–514, title XV, § 1534(a), Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 
2750.) 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 6708 was renumbered section 6709 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–514 substituted ‘‘$100,000’’ 
for ‘‘$50,000’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Section 1534(b) of Pub. L. 99–514 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion] shall apply to failures occurring or continuing 
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 22, 
1986].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to any interest which is first sold 
to any investor after Aug. 31, 1984, see section 142(d) of 
Pub. L. 98–369, set out as a note under section 6112 of 
this title. 

§ 6709. Penalties with respect to mortgage credit 
certificates 

(a) Negligence 

If— 
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(1) any person makes a material misstate-
ment in any verified written statement made 
under penalties of perjury with respect to the 
issuance of a mortgage credit certificate, and 

(2) such misstatement is due to the neg-
ligence of such person, 

such person shall pay a penalty of $1,000 for each 
mortgage credit certificate with respect to 
which such a misstatement was made. 

(b) Fraud 

If a misstatement described in subsection 
(a)(1) is due to fraud on the part of the person 
making such misstatement, in addition to any 
criminal penalty, such person shall pay a pen-
alty of $10,000 for each mortgage credit certifi-
cate with respect to which such a misstatement 
is made. 

(c) Reports 

Any person required by section 25(g) to file a 
report with the Secretary who fails to file the 
report with respect to any mortgage credit cer-
tificate at the time and in the manner required 
by the Secretary shall pay a penalty of $200 for 
such failure unless it is shown that such failure 
is due to reasonable cause and not to willful ne-
glect. In the case of any report required under 
the second sentence of section 25(g), the aggre-
gate amount of the penalty imposed by the pre-
ceding sentence shall not exceed $2,000. 

(d) Mortgage credit certificate 

The term ‘‘mortgage credit certificate’’ has 
the meaning given to such term by section 25(c). 

(Added Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title VI, § 612(d)(1), 
July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 912, § 6708; renumbered 
§ 6709, Pub. L. 99–514, title XVIII, § 1862(d)(2), Oct. 
22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2884.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–514 effective, except as 
otherwise provided, as if included in the provisions of 
the Tax Reform Act of 1984, Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, to 
which such amendment relates, see section 1881 of Pub. 
L. 99–514, set out as a note under section 48 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to interest paid or accrued after 
Dec. 31, 1984, on indebtedness incurred after Dec. 31, 
1984, see section 612(g) of Pub. L. 98–369, set out as a 
note under section 25 of this title. 

§ 6710. Failure to disclose that contributions are 
nondeductible 

(a) Imposition of penalty 

If there is a failure to meet the requirement of 
section 6113 with respect to a fundraising solici-
tation by (or on behalf of) an organization to 
which section 6113 applies, such organization 
shall pay a penalty of $1,000 for each day on 
which such a failure occurred. The maximum 
penalty imposed under this subsection on fail-
ures by any organization during any calendar 
year shall not exceed $10,000. 

(b) Reasonable cause exception 

No penalty shall be imposed under this section 
with respect to any failure if it is shown that 
such failure is due to reasonable cause. 

(c) $10,000 limitation not to apply where inten-
tional disregard 

If any failure to which subsection (a) applies is 
due to intentional disregard of the requirement 
of section 6113— 

(1) the penalty under subsection (a) for the 
day on which such failure occurred shall be 
the greater of— 

(A) $1,000, or 
(B) 50 percent of the aggregate cost of the 

solicitations which occurred on such day and 
with respect to which there was such a fail-
ure, 

(2) the $10,000 limitation of subsection (a) 
shall not apply to any penalty under sub-
section (a) for the day on which such failure 
occurred, and 

(3) such penalty shall not be taken into ac-
count in applying such limitation to other 
penalties under subsection (a). 

(d) Day on which failure occurs 

For purposes of this section, any failure to 
meet the requirement of section 6113 with re-
spect to a solicitation— 

(1) by television or radio, shall be treated as 
occurring when the solicitation was telecast 
or broadcast, 

(2) by mail, shall be treated as occurring 
when the solicitation was mailed, 

(3) not by mail but in written or printed 
form, shall be treated as occurring when the 
solicitation was distributed, or 

(4) by telephone, shall be treated as occur-
ring when the solicitation was made. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–203, title X, § 10701(b), Dec. 22, 
1987, 101 Stat. 1330–458.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to solicitations after Jan. 31, 1988, 
see section 10701(d) of Pub. L. 100–203, set out as a note 
under section 6113 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 6711 of this title. 

§ 6711. Failure by tax-exempt organization to dis-
close that certain information or service 
available from Federal Government 

(a) Imposition of penalty 

If— 
(1) a tax-exempt organization offers to sell 

(or solicits money for) specific information or 
a routine service for any individual which 
could be readily obtained by such individual 
free of charge (or for a nominal charge) from 
an agency of the Federal Government, 

(2) the tax-exempt organization, when mak-
ing such offer or solicitation, fails to make an 
express statement (in a conspicuous and easily 
recognizable format) that the information or 
service can be so obtained, and 

(3) such failure is due to intentional dis-
regard of the requirements of this subsection, 

such organization shall pay a penalty deter-
mined under subsection (b) for each day on 
which such a failure occurred. 

(b) Amount of penalty 

The penalty under subsection (a) for any day 
on which a failure referred to in such subsection 
occurred shall be the greater of— 
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1 Another section 6714 is set out after this section. 
1 Another section 6714 is set out preceding this section. 

(1) $1,000, or 
(2) 50 percent of the aggregate cost of the of-

fers and solicitations referred to in subsection 
(a)(1) which occurred on such day and with re-
spect to which there was such a failure. 

(c) Definitions 

For purposes of this section— 

(1) Tax-exempt organization 

The term ‘‘tax-exempt organization’’ means 
any organization which— 

(A) is described in subsection (c) or (d) of 
section 501 and exempt from taxation under 
section 501(a), or 

(B) is a political organization (as defined 
in section 527(e)). 

(2) Day on which failure occurs 

The day on which any failure referred to in 
subsection (a) occurs shall be determined 
under rules similar to the rules of section 
6710(d). 

(Added Pub. L. 100–203, title X, § 10705(a), Dec. 22, 
1987, 101 Stat. 1330–463.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 10705(c) of Pub. L. 100–203 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [enacting this sec-
tion] shall apply to offers and solicitations after Janu-
ary 31, 1988.’’ 

§ 6712. Failure to disclose treaty-based return po-
sitions 

(a) General rule 

If a taxpayer fails to meet the requirements of 
section 6114, there is hereby imposed a penalty 
equal to $1,000 ($10,000 in the case of a C corpora-
tion) on each such failure. 

(b) Authority to waive 

The Secretary may waive all or any part of 
the penalty provided by this section on a show-
ing by the taxpayer that there was reasonable 
cause for the failure and that the taxpayer acted 
in good faith. 

(c) Penalty in addition to other penalties 

The penalty imposed by this section shall be 
in addition to any other penalty imposed by law. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–647, title I, § 1012(aa)(5)(B), 
Nov. 10, 1988, 102 Stat. 3532.) 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 6712 was renumbered section 6713 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to taxable periods the due date for 
filing returns for which (without extension) occurs 
after Dec. 31, 1988, see section 1012(aa)(5)(D) of Pub. L. 
100–647, set out as a note under section 6114 of this title. 

§ 6713. Disclosure or use of information by pre-
parers of returns 

(a) Imposition of penalty 

If any person who is engaged in the business of 
preparing, or providing services in connection 
with the preparation of, returns of tax imposed 
by chapter 1, or any person who for compensa-
tion prepares any such return for any other per-
son, and who— 

(1) discloses any information furnished to 
him for, or in connection with, the preparation 
of any such return, or 

(2) uses any such information for any pur-
pose other than to prepare, or assist in prepar-
ing, any such return, 

shall pay a penalty of $250 for each such disclo-
sure or use, but the total amount imposed under 
this subsection on such a person for any cal-
endar year shall not exceed $10,000. 

(b) Exceptions 

The rules of section 7216(b) shall apply for pur-
poses of this section. 

(c) Deficiency procedures not to apply 

Subchapter B of chapter 63 (relating to defi-
ciency procedures for income, estate, gift, and 
certain excise taxes) shall not apply in respect 
of the assessment or collection of any penalty 
imposed by this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–647, title VI, § 6242(a), Nov. 10, 
1988, 102 Stat. 3749, § 6712; renumbered § 6713, Pub. 
L. 101–239, title VII, § 7816(v)(1), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 
Stat. 2423.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 6242(d) of Pub. L. 100–647 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [enacting this sec-
tion and amending section 7216 of this title] shall apply 
to disclosures or uses after December 31, 1988.’’ 

§ 6714.1 Failure to meet disclosure requirements 
applicable to quid pro quo contributions 

(a) Imposition of penalty 

If an organization fails to meet the disclosure 
requirement of section 6115 with respect to a 
quid pro quo contribution, such organization 
shall pay a penalty of $10 for each contribution 
in respect of which the organization fails to 
make the required disclosure, except that the 
total penalty imposed by this subsection with 
respect to a particular fundraising event or 
mailing shall not exceed $5,000. 

(b) Reasonable cause exception 

No penalty shall be imposed under this section 
with respect to any failure if it is shown that 
such failure is due to reasonable cause. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13173(b), Aug. 
10, 1993, 107 Stat. 456.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to quid pro quo contributions 
made on or after Jan. 1, 1994, see section 13173(d) of Pub. 
L. 103–66, set out as a note under section 6115 of this 
title. 

§ 6714.1 Dyed fuel sold for use or used in taxable 
use, etc. 

(a) Imposition of penalty 

If— 
(1) any dyed fuel is sold or held for sale by 

any person for any use which such person 
knows or has reason to know is not a non-
taxable use of such fuel, 

(2) any dyed fuel is held for use or used by 
any person for a use other than a nontaxable 
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use and such person knew, or had reason to 
know, that such fuel was so dyed, or 

(3) any person willfully alters, or attempts 
to alter, the strength or composition of any 
dye or marking done pursuant to section 4082 
in any dyed fuel, 

then such person shall pay a penalty in addition 
to the tax (if any). 

(b) Amount of penalty 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), the 
amount of the penalty under subsection (a) on 
each act shall be the greater of— 

(A) $1,000, or 
(B) $10 for each gallon of the dyed fuel in-

volved. 

(2) Multiple violations 

In determining the penalty under subsection 
(a) on any person, paragraph (1) shall be ap-
plied by increasing the amount in paragraph 
(1)(A) by the product of such amount and the 
number of prior penalties (if any) imposed by 
this section on such person (or a related per-
son or any predecessor of such person or relat-
ed person). 

(c) Definitions 

For purposes of this section— 

(1) Dyed fuel 

The term ‘‘dyed fuel’’ means any dyed diesel 
fuel, whether or not the fuel was dyed pursu-
ant to section 4082. 

(2) Nontaxable use 

The term ‘‘nontaxable use’’ has the meaning 
given such term by section 4082(b). 

(d) Joint and several liability of certain officers 
and employees 

If a penalty is imposed under this section on 
any business entity, each officer, employee, or 
agent of such entity who willfully participated 
in any act giving rise to such penalty shall be 
jointly and severally liable with such entity for 
such penalty. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13242(b)(1), 
Aug. 10, 1993, 107 Stat. 520.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 1994, see section 13242(e) of 
Pub. L. 103–66, set out as an Effective Date of 1993 
Amendment note under section 4041 of this title.  

PART II—FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH CER-
TAIN INFORMATION REPORTING RE-
QUIREMENTS 

Sec. 

6721. Failure to file correct information returns. 
6722. Failure to furnish correct payee statements. 
6723. Failure to comply with other information re-

porting requirements. 
6724. Waiver; definitions and special rules. 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, § 7711(a), Dec. 19, 1989, 
103 Stat. 2388, substituted ‘‘COMPLY WITH CERTAIN 
INFORMATION REPORTING REQUIREMENTS’’ for 
‘‘FILE CERTAIN INFORMATION RETURNS OR 
STATEMENTS’’ in part heading and substituted ‘‘cor-
rect’’ for ‘‘certain’’ in items 6721 and 6722 and ‘‘comply 

with other information reporting requirements’’ for 
‘‘include correct information’’ in item 6723. 

PART REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This part is referred to in title 42 section 1320b–14. 

§ 6721. Failure to file correct information returns 

(a) Imposition of penalty 

(1) In general 

In the case of a failure described in para-
graph (2) by any person with respect to an in-
formation return, such person shall pay a pen-
alty of $50 for each return with respect to 
which such a failure occurs, but the total 
amount imposed on such person for all such 
failures during any calendar year shall not ex-
ceed $250,000. 

(2) Failures subject to penalty 

For purposes of paragraph (1), the failures 
described in this paragraph are— 

(A) any failure to file an information re-
turn with the Secretary on or before the re-
quired filing date, and 

(B) any failure to include all of the infor-
mation required to be shown on the return 
or the inclusion of incorrect information. 

(b) Reduction where correction in specified pe-
riod 

(1) Correction within 30 days 

If any failure described in subsection (a)(2) is 
corrected on or before the day 30 days after 
the required filing date— 

(A) the penalty imposed by subsection (a) 
shall be $15 in lieu of $50, and 

(B) the total amount imposed on the per-
son for all such failures during any calendar 
year which are so corrected shall not exceed 
$75,000. 

(2) Failures corrected on or before August 1 

If any failure described in subsection (a)(2) is 
corrected after the 30th day referred to in 
paragraph (1) but on or before August 1 of the 
calendar year in which the required filing date 
occurs— 

(A) the penalty imposed by subsection (a) 
shall be $30 in lieu of $50, and 

(B) the total amount imposed on the per-
son for all such failures during the calendar 
year which are so corrected shall not exceed 
$150,000. 

(c) Exception for de minimis failures to include 
all required information 

(1) In general 

If— 
(A) an information return is filed with the 

Secretary, 
(B) there is a failure described in sub-

section (a)(2)(B) (determined after the appli-
cation of section 6724(a)) with respect to 
such return, and 

(C) such failure is corrected on or before 
August 1 of the calendar year in which the 
required filing date occurs, 

for purposes of this section, such return shall 
be treated as having been filed with all of the 
correct required information. 
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(2) Limitation 

The number of information returns to which 
paragraph (1) applies for any calendar year 
shall not exceed the greater of— 

(A) 10, or 
(B) one-half of 1 percent of the total num-

ber of information returns required to be 
filed by the person during the calendar year. 

(d) Lower limitations for persons with gross re-
ceipts of not more than $5,000,000 

(1) In general 

If any person meets the gross receipts test of 
paragraph (2) with respect to any calendar 
year, with respect to failures during such tax-
able year— 

(A) subsection (a)(1) shall be applied by 
substituting ‘‘$100,000’’ for ‘‘$250,000’’, 

(B) subsection (b)(1)(B) shall be applied by 
substituting ‘‘$25,000’’ for ‘‘$75,000’’, and 

(C) subsection (b)(2)(B) shall be applied by 
substituting ‘‘$50,000’’ for ‘‘$150,000’’. 

(2) Gross receipts test 

(A) In general 

A person meets the gross receipts test of 
this paragraph for any calendar year if the 
average annual gross receipts of such person 
for the most recent 3 taxable years ending 
before such calendar year do not exceed 
$5,000,000. 

(B) Certain rules made applicable 

For purposes of subparagraph (A), the 
rules of paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 
448(c) shall apply. 

(e) Penalty in case of intentional disregard 

If 1 or more failures described in subsection 
(a)(2) are due to intentional disregard of the fil-
ing requirement (or the correct information re-
porting requirement), then, with respect to each 
such failure— 

(1) subsections (b), (c), and (d) shall not 
apply, 

(2) the penalty imposed under subsection (a) 
shall be $100, or, if greater— 

(A) in the case of a return other than a re-
turn required under section 6045(a), 6041A(b), 
6050H, 6050I, 6050J, 6050K, or 6050L, 10 percent 
of the aggregate amount of the items re-
quired to be reported correctly, 

(B) in the case of a return required to be 
filed by section 6045(a), 6050K, or 6050L, 5 per-
cent of the aggregate amount of the items 
required to be reported correctly, or 

(C) in the case of a return required to be 
filed under section 6050I(a) with respect to 
any transaction (or related transactions), 
the greater of— 

(i) $25,000, or 
(ii) the amount of cash (within the 

meaning of section 6050I(d)) received in 
such transaction (or related transactions) 
to the extent the amount of such cash does 
not exceed $100,000, and 

(3) in the case of any penalty determined 
under paragraph (2)— 

(A) the $250,000 limitation under sub-
section (a) shall not apply, and 

(B) such penalty shall not be taken into 
account in applying such limitation (or any 

similar limitation under subsection (b)) to 
penalties not determined under paragraph 
(2). 

(Added Pub. L. 99–514, title XV, § 1501(a), Oct. 22, 
1986, 100 Stat. 2732; amended Pub. L. 100–690, title 
VII, § 7601(a)(2)(A), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4503; 
Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, § 7711(a), Dec. 19, 1989, 
103 Stat. 2388; Pub. L. 101–508, title XI, § 11318(b), 
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1388–459.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (e)(2). Pub. L. 101–508 inserted ‘‘6050I,’’ 
after ‘‘6050H,’’ and struck out ‘‘or’’ at end of subpar. 
(A), substituted ‘‘or’’ for ‘‘and’’ at end of subpar. (B), 
and added subpar. (C). 

1989—Pub. L. 101–239 substituted ‘‘correct’’ for ‘‘cer-
tain’’ in section catchline and amended text generally, 
substituting subsecs. (a) to (e) for former subsec. (a) 
stating general rule and subsec. (b) relating to penalty 
in case of intentional disregard. 

1988—Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 100–690 inserted ‘‘(or, if 
greater, in the case of a return filed under section 6050I, 
10 percent of the taxable income derived from the 
transaction)’’ after ‘‘reported’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–508 applicable to amounts 
received after Nov. 5, 1990, see section 11318(e)(1) of Pub. 
L. 101–508, set out as a note under section 6050I of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Section 7711(c) of Pub. L. 101–239 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion and sections 6722 to 6724 and 7205 of this title and 
repealing sections 6017A, 6676, and 6687 of this title] 
shall apply to returns and statements the due date for 
which (determined without regard to extensions) is 
after December 31, 1989.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–690 applicable to actions 
after Nov. 18, 1988, see section 7601(a)(3) of Pub. L. 
100–690, set out as a note under section 6050I of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 1501(e) of Pub. L. 99–514 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [enacting this sec-
tion and sections 6722 to 6724 of this title, amending 
sections 219, 6031, 6033 to 6034A, 6041, 6042 to 6045, 6047, 
6049, 6050A to 6050C, 6050E to 6050I, 6050K, 6052, 6057, 6058, 
6652, and 6676 of this title, and repealing section 6678 of 
this title] shall apply to returns the due date for which 
(determined without regard to extensions) is after De-
cember 31, 1986, except that the amendments made by 
subsections (c)(2), (c)(3), and (c)(5) [amending sections 
6042, 6044, and 6049 of this title] shall apply to returns 
the due [date] for which (determined without regard to 
extensions) is after the date of the enactment of this 
Act [Oct. 22, 1986].’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 1060, 6724 of this 
title. 

§ 6722. Failure to furnish correct payee state-
ments 

(a) General rule 

In the case of each failure described in sub-
section (b) by any person with respect to a payee 
statement, such person shall pay a penalty of $50 
for each statement with respect to which such a 
failure occurs, but the total amount imposed on 
such person for all such failures during any cal-
endar year shall not exceed $100,000. 
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(b) Failures subject to penalty 

For purposes of subsection (a), the failures de-
scribed in this subsection are— 

(1) any failure to furnish a payee statement 
on or before the date prescribed therefor to 
the person to whom such statement is required 
to be furnished, and 

(2) any failure to include all of the informa-
tion required to be shown on a payee state-
ment or the inclusion of incorrect informa-
tion. 

(c) Penalty in case of intentional disregard 

If 1 or more failures to which subsection (a) 
applies are due to intentional disregard of the 
requirement to furnish a payee statement (or 
the correct information reporting requirement), 
then, with respect to each failure— 

(1) the penalty imposed under subsection (a) 
shall be $100, or, if greater— 

(A) in the case of a payee statement other 
than a statement required under section 
6045(b), 6041A(e) (in respect of a return re-
quired under section 6041A(b)), 6050H(d), 
6050J(e), 6050K(b), or 6050L(c), 10 percent of 
the aggregate amount of the items required 
to be reported correctly, or 

(B) in the case of a payee statement re-
quired under section 6045(b), 6050K(b), or 
6050L(c), 5 percent of the aggregate amount 
of the items required to be reported cor-
rectly, and 

(2) in the case of any penalty determined 
under paragraph (1)— 

(A) the $100,000 limitation under sub-
section (a) shall not apply, and 

(B) such penalty shall not be taken into 
account in applying such limitation to pen-
alties not determined under paragraph (1). 

(Added Pub. L. 99–514, title XV, § 1501(a), Oct. 22, 
1986, 100 Stat. 2733; amended Pub. L. 101–239, title 
VII, § 7711(a), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2390.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Pub. L. 101–239 substituted ‘‘correct’’ for ‘‘cer-
tain’’ in section catchline and amended text generally, 
substituting subsecs. (a) to (c) for former subsec. (a) 
stating general rule and subsec. (b) relating to failure 
to notify partnership of exchange of partnership inter-
est. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–239 applicable to returns 
and statements the due date for which (determined 
without regard to extensions) is after Dec. 31, 1989, see 
section 7711(c) of Pub. L. 101–239, set out as a note under 
section 6721 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to returns the due date for which 
(determined without regard to extensions) is after Dec. 
31, 1986, see section 1501(e) of Pub. L. 99–514, set out as 
a note under section 6721 of this title. 

§ 6723. Failure to comply with other information 
reporting requirements 

In the case of a failure by any person to com-
ply with a specified information reporting re-
quirement on or before the time prescribed 
therefor, such person shall pay a penalty of $50 
for each such failure, but the total amount im-

posed on such person for all such failures during 
any calendar year shall not exceed $100,000. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–514, title XV, § 1501(a), Oct. 22, 
1986, 100 Stat. 2733; amended Pub. L. 101–239, title 
VII, § 7711(a), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2390.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Pub. L. 101–239 substituted ‘‘comply with other 
information reporting requirements’’ for ‘‘include cor-
rect information’’ in section catchline and amended 
text generally, substituting a single par. for former 
subsec. (a) stating general rule, subsec. (b) relating to 
penalty in case of intentional disregard, and subsec. (c) 
relating to coordination with former section 6676 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–239 applicable to returns 
and statements the due date for which (determined 
without regard to extensions) is after Dec. 31, 1989, see 
section 7711(c) of Pub. L. 101–239, set out as a note under 
section 6721 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to returns the due date for which 
(determined without regard to extensions) is after Dec. 
31, 1986, see section 1501(e) of Pub. L. 99–514, set out as 
a note under section 6721 of this title. 

§ 6724. Waiver; definitions and special rules 

(a) Reasonable cause waiver 

No penalty shall be imposed under this part 
with respect to any failure if it is shown that 
such failure is due to reasonable cause and not 
to willful neglect. 

(b) Payment of penalty 

Any penalty imposed by this part shall be paid 
on notice and demand by the Secretary and in 
the same manner as tax. 

(c) Special rule for failure to meet magnetic 
media requirements 

No penalty shall be imposed under section 6721 
solely by reason of any failure to comply with 
the requirements of the regulations prescribed 
under section 6011(e)(2), except to the extent 
that such a failure occurs with respect to more 
than 250 information returns. 

(d) Definitions 

For purposes of this part— 

(1) Information return 

The term ‘‘information return’’ means— 
(A) any statement of the amount of pay-

ments to another person required by— 
(i) section 6041(a) or (b) (relating to cer-

tain information at source), 
(ii) section 6042(a)(1) (relating to pay-

ments of dividends), 
(iii) section 6044(a)(1) (relating to pay-

ments of patronage dividends), 
(iv) section 6049(a) (relating to payments 

of interest), 
(v) section 6050A(a) (relating to reporting 

requirements of certain fishing boat opera-
tors), 

(vi) section 6050N(a) (relating to pay-
ments of royalties), or 

(vii) section 6051(d) (relating to informa-
tion returns with respect to income tax 
withheld), and 
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(B) any return required by— 
(i) section 6041A(a) or (b) (relating to re-

turns of direct sellers), 
(ii) section 6045(a) or (d) (relating to re-

turns of brokers), 
(iii) section 6050H(a) (relating to mort-

gage interest received in trade or business 
from individuals), 

(iv) section 6050I(a) or (g)(1) (relating to 
cash received in trade or business, etc.), 

(v) section 6050J(a) (relating to fore-
closures and abandonments of security), 

(vi) section 6050K(a) (relating to ex-
changes of certain partnership interests), 

(vii) section 6050L(a) (relating to returns 
relating to certain dispositions of donated 
property), 

(viii) section 6050P (relating to returns 
relating to the cancellation of indebted-
ness by certain financial entities), 

(ix) section 6052(a) (relating to reporting 
payment of wages in the form of group-life 
insurance), 

(x) section 6053(c)(1) (relating to report-
ing with respect to certain tips), 

(xi) subsection (b) or (e) of section 1060 
(relating to reporting requirements of 
transferors and transferees in certain asset 
acquisitions), 

(xii) subparagraph (A) or (C) of sub-
section (c)(4) of section 4093 (relating to in-
formation reporting with respect to tax on 
diesel and aviation fuels), or 

(xiii) section 4101(d) (relating to informa-
tion reporting with respect to fuels taxes). 

(xiv) subparagraph (C) of section 
338(h)(10) (relating to information required 
to be furnished to the Secretary in case of 
elective recognition of gain or loss). 

Such term also includes any form, state-
ment, or schedule required to be filed with 
the Secretary with respect to any amount 
from which tax was required to be deducted 
and withheld under chapter 3 (or from which 
tax would be required to be so deducted and 
withheld but for an exemption under this 
title or any treaty obligation of the United 
States). 

(2) Payee statement 

The term ‘‘payee statement’’ means any 
statement required to be furnished under— 

(A) section 6031(b) or (c), 6034A, or 6037(b) 
(relating to statements furnished by certain 
pass-thru entities), 

(B) section 6039(a) (relating to information 
required in connection with certain options), 

(C) section 6041(d) (relating to information 
at source), 

(D) section 6041A(e) (relating to returns re-
garding payments of remuneration for serv-
ices and direct sales), 

(E) section 6042(c) (relating to returns re-
garding payments of dividends and corporate 
earnings and profits), 

(F) section 6044(e) (relating to returns re-
garding payments of patronage dividends), 

(G) section 6045(b) or (d) (relating to re-
turns of brokers), 

(H) section 6049(c) (relating to returns re-
garding payments of interest), 

(I) section 6050A(b) (relating to reporting 
requirements of certain fishing boat opera-
tors), 

(J) section 6050H(d) relating to returns re-
lating to mortgage interest received in trade 
or business from individuals), 

(K) section 6050I(e) or paragraph (4) or (5) 
of section 6050I(g) (relating to cash received 
in trade or business, etc.), 

(L) section 6050J(e) (relating to returns re-
lating to foreclosures and abandonments of 
security), 

(M) section 6050K(b) (relating to returns 
relating to exchanges of certain partnership 
interests), 

(N) section 6050L(c) (relating to returns re-
lating to certain dispositions of donated 
property), 

(O) section 6050N(b) (relating to returns re-
garding payments of royalties), 

(P) section 6050P(d) (relating to returns re-
lating to the cancellation of indebtedness by 
certain financial entities), 

(Q) section 6051 (relating to receipts for 
employees), 

(R) section 6052(b) (relating to returns re-
garding payment of wages in the form of 
group-term life insurance), 

(S) section 6053(b) or (c) (relating to re-
ports of tips), or 

(T) section 4093(c)(4)(B) (relating to certain 
purchasers of diesel and aviation fuels). 

Such term also includes any form, statement, 
or schedule required to be furnished to the re-
cipient of any amount from which tax was re-
quired to be deducted and withheld under 
chapter 3 (or from which tax would be required 
to be so deducted and withheld but for an ex-
emption under this title or any treaty obliga-
tion of the United States). 

(3) Specified information reporting require-
ment 

The term ‘‘specified information reporting 
requirement’’ means— 

(A) the notice required by section 
6050K(c)(1) (relating to requirement that 
transferor notify partnership of exchange), 

(B) any requirement contained in the regu-
lations prescribed under section 6109 that a 
person— 

(i) include his TIN on any return, state-
ment, or other document (other than an 
information return or payee statement), 

(ii) furnish his TIN to another person, or 
(iii) include on any return, statement, or 

other document (other than an informa-
tion return or payee statement) made with 
respect to another person the TIN of such 
person, 

(C) any requirement contained in the regu-
lations prescribed under section 215 that a 
person— 

(i) furnish his TIN to another person, or 
(ii) include on his return the TIN of an-

other person, 

(D) the requirement of section 6109(e) that 
a person include the TIN of any dependent 
on his return, and 

(E) any requirement under section 6109(f) 
that— 
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(i) a person include on his return the 
name, address, and TIN of another person, 
or 

(ii) a person furnish his TIN to another 
person. 

(4) Required filing date 

The term ‘‘required filing date’’ means the 
date prescribed for filing an information re-
turn with the Secretary (determined with re-
gard to any extension of time for filing). 

(Added Pub. L. 99–514, title XV, § 1501(a), Oct. 22, 
1986, 100 Stat. 2734; amended Pub. L. 100–418, title 
I, § 1941(b)(2)(M), Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 1323; 
Pub. L. 100–647, title I, §§ 1006(h)(3)(A), 1015(a), 
title III, § 3001(b)(1), (2), Nov. 10, 1988, 102 Stat. 
3410, 3568, 3614; Pub. L. 101–239, title VII, 
§§ 7711(a), 7811(c)(3), 7813(a), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 
Stat. 2391, 2407, 2412; Pub. L. 101–508, title XI, 
§§ 11212(e)(1), 11323(b)(2), (c)(2), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 
Stat. 1388–432, 1388–465; Pub. L. 102–486, title XIX, 
§ 1933(b), Oct. 24, 1992, 106 Stat. 3031; Pub. L. 
103–66, title XIII, § 13252(b), Aug. 10, 1993, 107 
Stat. 532; Pub. L. 103–322, title II, § 20415(b)(1), (2), 
Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1833.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (d)(1)(B)(iv). Pub. L. 103–322, § 20415(b)(1), 
amended cl. (iv) generally. Prior to amendment, cl. (iv) 
read as follows: ‘‘section 6050I(a) (relating to cash re-
ceived in trade or business),’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(K). Pub. L. 103–322, § 20415(b)(2), amend-
ed subpar. (K) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. 
(K) read as follows: ‘‘section 6050I(e) (relating to re-
turns relating to cash received in trade or business),’’. 

1993—Subsec. (d)(1)(B)(viii) to (xiv). Pub. L. 103–66, 
§ 13252(b)(1), which directed amendment of subsec. 
(d)(1)(B) by adding a new cl. (viii) after cl. (vii) and re-
designating the following cls. accordingly, was exe-
cuted by adding cl. (viii) and redesignating former cls. 
(viii), (ix), (x), (xi), (xii) (relating to section 4101(d)), 
and (xii) (relating to subpar. (C) of section 338(h)(10)) as 
(ix), (x), (xi), (xii), (xiii), and (xiv), respectively, to re-
flect the probable intent of Congress. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(P) to (T). Pub. L. 103–66, § 13252(b)(2), 
added subpar. (P) and redesignated former subpars. (P) 
through (S) as (Q) through (T), respectively. 

1992—Subsec. (d)(3)(E). Pub. L. 102–486 added subpar. 
(E). 

1990—Subsec. (d)(1)(B)(x). Pub. L. 101–508, § 11323(b)(2), 
substituted ‘‘subsection (b) or (e) of section 1060’’ for 
‘‘section 1060(b)’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1)(B)(xi). Pub. L. 101–508, § 11212(e)(1), 
which directed the striking of ‘‘, or subsection (e),’’ in 
cl. (xi) of ‘‘paragraph (1) of section 6724(d)’’, was exe-
cuted by striking ‘‘, or subsection (e),’’ after ‘‘(c)(4)’’ in 
cl. (xi) of subsec. (d)(1)(B) to reflect the probable intent 
of Congress. 

Subsec. (d)(1)(B)(xii). Pub. L. 101–508, § 11323(c)(2), 
added cl. (xii) relating to subpar. (C) of section 
338(h)(10). 

Pub. L. 101–508, § 11212(e)(1), added cl. (xii) relating to 
section 4101(d). 

1989—Pub. L. 101–239, § 7711(a), amended section gener-
ally, substituting subsecs. (a) to (d) for former subsec. 
(a) relating to reasonable cause waivers, subsec. (b) re-
lating to payment of penalty, subsec. (c) relating to 
special rules for failure to file interest and dividend re-
turns or statements, and subsec. (d) relating to defini-
tions. 

Subsec. (d)(1)(B)(viii) to (xi). Pub. L. 101–239, 
§ 7811(c)(3), amended cls. (viii) to (xi) generally. Prior to 
amendment, cls. (viii) to (xi) read as follows: 

‘‘(viii) section 6052(a) (relating to reporting payment 
of wages in the form of group-term life insurance), 

‘‘(ix) section 6053(c)(1) (relating to reporting with re-
spect to certain tips), or 

‘‘(xi) section 1060(b) (relating to reporting require-
ments of transferors and transferees in certain asset 
acquisitions). 

‘‘(xi) subparagraph (A) or (C) of subsection (c)(4), or 
subsection (d), of section 4093 (relating to information 
reporting with respect to tax on diesel and aviation 
fuels).’’ 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 101–239, § 7813(a), struck out 
‘‘or’’ after ‘‘insurance),’’ in subpar. (Q), substituted 
‘‘tips), or’’ for ‘‘tips).’’ in subpar. (R), and redesignated 
subpar. (U) as (S). 

1988—Subsec. (d)(1)(B). Pub. L. 100–647, § 3001(b)(1), 
which directed that ‘‘or’’ be struck out at end of cl. 
(ix), ‘‘, or’’ be substituted for period at end of cl. (x), 
and cl. (xi) relating to section 4093 be added, was exe-
cuted by striking out ‘‘or’’ at end of cl. (ix) and adding 
cl. (xi) in view of intervening amendments by section 
1941(b)(2)(M)(i) of Pub. L. 100–418, and by section 
1006(h)(3)(A) of Pub. L. 100–647. 

Pub. L. 100–647, § 1006(h)(3)(A), struck out ‘‘or’’ at end 
of cl. (ix), substituted ‘‘, or’’ for period at end of cl. (x), 
and added cl. (xi) relating to section 1060. 

Pub. L. 100–418, § 1941(b)(2)(M)(i), redesignated cls. (ii) 
to (x) as (i) to (ix) and struck out former cl. (i) which 
read as follows: ‘‘section 4997(a) (relating to informa-
tion with respect to windfall profit tax on crude oil),’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 100–647, § 3001(b)(2), which di-
rected that ‘‘or’’ be struck out at end of subpar. (S), 
‘‘, or’’ be substituted for period at end of subpar. (T), 
and subpar. (U) be added, was executed by adding sub-
par. (U) in view of intervening amendment by section 
1941(b)(2)(M)(ii) of Pub. L. 100–418. 

Pub. L. 100–418, § 1941(b)(2)(M)(ii), redesignated sub-
pars. (B) to (J) as (A) to (I), respectively, and struck 
out former subpar. (A) which read as follows: ‘‘section 
4997(a) (relating to records and information; regula-
tions),’’ and redesignated subpars. (L) to (T) as (J) to 
(R), respectively, and struck out former subpar. (K) 
which read as follows: ‘‘section 6050C (relating to infor-
mation regarding windfall profit tax on domestic crude 
oil),’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(B). Pub. L. 100–647, § 1015(a), substituted 
‘‘6031(b) or (c)’’ for ‘‘6031(b)’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–322 effective on 60th day 
after date on which temporary regulations are pre-
scribed under Pub. L. 103–322, § 20415(c), see section 
20415(d) of Pub. L. 103–322, set out as a note under sec-
tion 6050I of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–66 applicable, except as 
otherwise provided, to discharges of indebtedness after 
Dec. 31, 1993, see section 13252(d) of Pub. L. 103–66, set 
out as an Effective Date note under section 6050P of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–486 applicable to taxable 
years beginning after Dec. 31, 1992, see section 1933(c) of 
Pub. L. 102–486, set out as a note under section 6109 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 11212(e)(1) of Pub. L. 101–508 
effective Dec. 1, 1990, see section 11212(f)(2) of Pub. L. 
101–508, set out as a note under section 4081 of this title. 

Amendment by section 11323(b)(2), (c)(2) of Pub. L. 
101–508 applicable to acquisitions after Oct. 9, 1990, but 
not applicable to any acquisition pursuant to a written 
binding contract in effect on Oct. 9, 1990, and at all 
times thereafter before such acquisition, see section 
11323(d) of Pub. L. 101–508, set out as a note under sec-
tion 338 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 7711(a) of Pub. L. 101–239 ap-
plicable to returns and statements the due date for 
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1 Section catchline amended by Pub. L. 90–618 without cor-

responding amendment of analysis. 

which (determined without regard to extensions) is 
after Dec. 31, 1989, see section 7711(c) of Pub. L. 101–239, 
set out as a note under section 6721 of this title. 

Amendment by sections 7811(c)(3) and 7813(a) of Pub. 
L. 101–239 effective, except as otherwise provided, as if 
included in the provision of the Technical and Mis-
cellaneous Revenue Act of 1988, Pub. L. 100–647, to 
which such amendment relates, see section 7817 of Pub. 
L. 101–239, set out as a note under section 1 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENTS 

Amendment by sections 1006(h)(3)(A) and 1015(a) of 
Pub. L. 100–647 effective, except as otherwise provided, 
as if included in the provision of the Tax Reform Act 
of 1986, Pub. L. 99–514, to which such amendment re-
lates, see section 1019(a) of Pub. L. 100–647, set out as a 
note under section 1 of this title. 

Amendment by section 3001(b)(1), (2) of Pub. L. 100–647 
effective Jan. 1, 1989, see section 3001(c) of Pub. L. 
100–647, set out as a note under section 4093 of this title. 

Amendment by Pub. L. 100–418 applicable to crude oil 
removed from the premises on or after Aug. 23, 1988, see 
section 1941(c) of Pub. L. 100–418, set out as a note under 
section 164 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to returns the due date for which 
(determined without regard to extensions) is after Dec. 
31, 1986, see section 1501(e) of Pub. L. 99–514, set out as 
a note under section 6721 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 6721 of this title. 

CHAPTER 69—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
RELATING TO STAMPS 

Sec. 

6801. Authority for establishment, alteration, and 
distribution. 

6802. Supply and distribution. 
6803. Accounting and safeguarding. 
6804. Attachment and cancellation. 
6805. Redemption of stamps. 
6806. Posting occupational tax stamps.1 
6807. Stamping, marking, and branding seized 

goods. 
6808. Special provisions relating to stamps. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 6422 of this title. 

§ 6801. Authority for establishment, alteration, 
and distribution 

(a) Establishment and alteration 

The Secretary may establish, and from time 
to time alter, renew, replace, or change the 
form, style, character, material, and device of 
any stamp, mark, or label under any provision 
of the laws relating to internal revenue. 

(b) Preparation and distribution of regulations, 
forms, stamps and dies 

The Secretary shall prepare and distribute all 
the instructions, regulations, directions, forms, 
blanks, and stamps; and shall provide proper and 
sufficient adhesive stamps and other stamps or 
dies for expressing and denoting the several 
stamp taxes. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 829; Oct. 4, 1976, 
Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), 90 Stat. 

1834; Oct. 20, 1976, Pub. L. 94–569, § 2, 90 Stat. 2699; 
July 18, 1984, Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title IV, 
§ 454(c)(13), 98 Stat. 822.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98–369 struck out ‘‘, except 
that stamps required by or prescribed pursuant to the 
provisions of section 5205 or section 5235 may be pre-
pared and distributed by persons authorized by the Sec-
retary, under such controls for the protection of the 
revenue as shall be deemed necessary’’ before the pe-
riod at end. 

1976—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his 
delegate’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–455 and Pub. L. 94–569 struck 
out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’ and provided 
that stamps required by or prescribed pursuant to the 
provisions of section 5205 or section 5235 may be pre-
pared and distributed by persons authorized by the Sec-
retary, under such controls for the protection of the 
revenue as shall be deemed necessary. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–369 effective July 1, 1985, 
see section 456(b) of Pub. L. 98–369, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note under section 5101 of this title. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Attachment and cancellation, see section 6804 of this 
title. 

Penalties for offenses relating to stamps, see section 
7208 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 6804 of this title. 

§ 6802. Supply and distribution 

The Secretary shall furnish, without prepay-
ment, to— 

(1) Postmaster General 

The Postmaster General a suitable quantity 
of adhesive stamps, coupons, tickets, or such 
other devices as may be prescribed by the Sec-
retary pursuant to section 6302(b) or this chap-
ter, to be distributed to, and kept on sale by, 
the various postmasters in the United States 
in all post offices of the first and second class-
es, and such post offices of the third and 
fourth classes as— 

(A) are located in county seats, or 
(B) are certified by the Secretary to the 

Postmaster General as necessary; 

(2) Designated depositary of the United States 

Any designated depositary of the United 
States a suitable quantity of adhesive stamps 
to be kept on sale by such designated deposi-
tary. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 829; June 21, 1965, 
Pub. L. 89–44, title VI, § 601(d), 79 Stat. 154; Oct. 
4, 1976, Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, § 1906(a)(36), 
(b)(13)(A), 90 Stat. 1829, 1834.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’ wherever appearing and substituted in par. 
(2) ‘‘designated depositary.’’ for ‘‘designated deposi-
tary;’’. 

1965—Par. (1). Pub. L. 89–44, § 601(d)(1), struck out 
‘‘(other than the stamps on playing cards)’’ after 
‘‘quantity of adhesive stamps’’. 

Par. (3). Pub. L. 89–44, § 601(d)(2), struck out par. (3) 
which related to supply and distribution of stamps to 
State agents. 
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