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ing Sept. 30, 1977, Sept. 30, 1978, Sept. 30, 1979, and Sept. 

30, 1980.  
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SEA 
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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in title 49 section 40120. 

§ 1601. Definitions 

For the purposes of this chapter— 
(1) ‘‘vessel’’ means every description of 

watercraft, including nondisplacement craft 
and seaplanes, used or capable of being used as 
a means of transportation on water; and 

(2) ‘‘high seas’’ means all parts of the sea 
that are not included in the territorial sea or 
in the internal waters of any nation. 

(Pub. L. 95–75, § 2, July 27, 1977, 91 Stat. 308.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in opening par., was in the 

original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 95–75, July 27, 

1977, 91 Stat. 308, known as the ‘‘International Naviga-

tional Rules Act of 1977’’, which enacted this chapter, 

repealed sections 1051 to 1094 of this title, enacted pro-

visions set out as notes under this section, and repealed 

provision set out as a note under section 1051 of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS; 

REPEAL OF FORMER REGULATIONS 

Section 10 of Pub. L. 95–75 provided in part that Pub. 

L. 88–131, enacting sections 1051 to 1094 of this title and 

a provision set out as a note under section 1051 of this 

title which sections included the former International 

Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, was re-

pealed effective on the date on which the International 

Regulations [promulgated pursuant to this chapter] en-

tered into force for the United States [July 15, 1977]. 

See Proclamation dated Jan. 19, 1977, set out as a note 

under section 1602 of this title. 

REFERENCES TO FORMER REGULATIONS 

Section 10 of Pub. L. 95–75 provided in part that: ‘‘The 

reference in any other law to Public Law 88–131 [enact-

ing sections 1051 to 1094 of this title and enacting a pro-

vision set out as a note under section 1051 of this title], 

or to the regulations set forth in section 4 of that Act 

[sections 1061 to 1094 of this title], shall be considered 

a reference, respectively, to this Act [this chapter], or 

to the International Regulations proclaimed hereunder 

[set out as a note under section 1602 of this title].’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 95–75 provided: ‘‘That this Act 

[enacting this chapter, repealing sections 1051 to 1094 of 

this title, enacting provisions set out as notes under 

this section, and repealing provisions set out as a note 

under section 1051 of this title] may be cited as the 

‘International Navigational Rules Act of 1977’.’’ 

TERRITORIAL SEA OF UNITED STATES 

For extension of territorial sea of United States, see 

Proc. No. 5928, set out as a note under section 1331 of 

Title 43, Public Lands. 

§ 1602. International Regulations 

(a) Proclamation by President; effective date 

The President is authorized to proclaim the 
International Regulations for Preventing Colli-
sions at Sea, 1972 (hereinafter referred to as the 
‘‘International Regulations’’). The effective date 
of the International Regulations for the United 
States shall be specified in the proclamation and 
shall be the date as near as possible to, but no 
earlier than, the date on which the Convention 
on the International Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea, 1972 (hereinafter referred to as 
the ‘‘Convention’’), signed at London, England, 
under date of October 20, 1972, enters into force 
for the United States. The International Regula-
tions proclaimed shall consist of the rules and 
other annexes attached to the Convention. 

(b) Publication of proclamation in Federal Reg-
ister 

The proclamation shall include the Inter-
national Regulations and shall be published in 
the Federal Register. On the date specified in 
the proclamation, the International Regulations 
shall enter into force for the United States and 
shall have effect as if enacted by statute. 

(c) Amendment of International Regulations 

Subject to the provisions of subsection (d) of 
this section, the President is also authorized to 
proclaim any amendment to the International 
Regulations hereafter adopted in accordance 
with the provisions of article VI of the Conven-
tion, and to which the United States does not 
object. The effective date of the amendment 
shall be specified in the proclamation and shall 
be in accordance with the provisions of the said 
article VI. The proclamation shall include the 
adopted amendment and shall be published in 
the Federal Register. On the date specified in 
the proclamation, the amendment shall enter 
into force for the United States as a constituent 
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