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1 Section catchline amended by Pub. L. 98–497 without cor-

responding amendment of analysis. 

any instructions given him by the incumbent President 

or his designee unless otherwise directed by a final 

court order. The Archivist shall notify the incumbent 

and former Presidents of his determination at least 30 

days prior to disclosure of the Presidential records, un-

less a shorter time period is required in the circum-

stances set forth in section 1270.44 of the NARA regula-

tions. Copies of the notice for the incumbent President 

shall be delivered to the President (through the Coun-

sel to the President) and the Attorney General 

(through the Assistant Attorney General for the Office 

of Legal Counsel). The copy of the notice for the former 

President shall be delivered to the former President or 

his designated representative. 

SEC. 5. Judicial Review. This Order is intended only to 

improve the internal management of the Executive 

branch and is not intended to create any right or bene-

fit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law by a 

party against the United States, its agencies, its offi-

cers, or any person. 

RONALD REAGAN. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 2205, 2206 of this 

title; title 22 section 4352. 

§ 2205. Exceptions to restricted access 

Notwithstanding any restrictions on access 
imposed pursuant to section 2204— 

(1) the Archivist and persons employed by 
the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration who are engaged in the performance of 
normal archival work shall be permitted ac-
cess to Presidential records in the custody of 
the Archivist; 

(2) subject to any rights, defenses, or privi-
leges which the United States or any agency 
or person may invoke, Presidential records 
shall be made available— 

(A) pursuant to subpena or other judicial 
process issued by a court of competent juris-
diction for the purposes of any civil or 
criminal investigation or proceeding; 

(B) to an incumbent President if such rec-
ords contain information that is needed for 
the conduct of current business of his office 
and that is not otherwise available; and 

(C) to either House of Congress, or, to the 
extent of matter within its jurisdiction, to 
any committee or subcommittee thereof if 
such records contain information that is 
needed for the conduct of its business and 
that is not otherwise available; and 

(3) the Presidential records of a former 
President shall be available to such former 
President or his designated representative. 

(Added Pub. L. 95–591, § 2(a), Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 
2527; amended Pub. L. 98–497, title I, § 107(b)(7), 
Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2287.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Par. (1). Pub. L. 98–497 substituted ‘‘National 

Archives and Records Administration’’ for ‘‘National 

Archives and Records Service of the General Services 

Administration’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–497 effective Apr. 1, 1985, 

see section 301 of Pub. L. 98–497, set out as a note under 

section 2102 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 2206 of this title. 

§ 2206. Regulations 

The Archivist shall promulgate in accordance 
with section 553 of title 5, United States Code, 
regulations necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of this chapter. Such regulations shall in-
clude— 

(1) provisions for advance public notice and 
description of any Presidential records sched-
uled for disposal pursuant to section 2203(f)(3); 

(2) provisions for providing notice to the 
former President when materials to which ac-
cess would otherwise be restricted pursuant to 
section 2204(a) are to be made available in ac-
cordance with section 2205(2); 

(3) provisions for notice by the Archivist to 
the former President when the disclosure of 
particular documents may adversely affect 
any rights and privileges which the former 
President may have; and 

(4) provisions for establishing procedures for 
consultation between the Archivist and appro-
priate Federal agencies regarding materials 
which may be subject to section 552(b)(7) of 
title 5, United States Code. 

(Added Pub. L. 95–591, § 2(a), Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 
2527.) 

§ 2207. Vice-Presidential records 

Vice-Presidential records shall be subject to 
the provisions of this chapter in the same man-
ner as Presidential records. The duties and re-
sponsibilities of the Vice President, with respect 
to Vice-Presidential records, shall be the same 
as the duties and responsibilities of the Presi-
dent under this chapter with respect to Presi-
dential records. The authority of the Archivist 
with respect to Vice-Presidential records shall 
be the same as the authority of the Archivist 
under this chapter with respect to Presidential 
records, except that the Archivist may, when 
the Archivist determines that it is in the public 
interest, enter into an agreement for the deposit 
of Vice-Presidential records in a non-Federal ar-
chival depository. Nothing in this chapter shall 
be construed to authorize the establishment of 
separate archival depositories for such Vice- 
Presidential records. 

(Added Pub. L. 95–591, § 2(a), Nov. 4, 1978, 92 Stat. 
2527.)  
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AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–497, title II, § 202(c), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 

Stat. 2294, amended item 2302 generally. 


