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156. Procedure in changing rates of pay, rules, and 
working conditions. 
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158. Agreement to arbitrate; form and contents; 

signatures and acknowledgment; revoca-
tion. 

159. Award and judgment thereon; effect of chap-
ter on individual employee. 

159a. Special procedure for commuter service. 
(a) Applicability of provisions. 
(b) Request for establishment of emer-

gency board. 
(c) Establishment of emergency board. 
(d) Public hearing by National Mediation 

Board upon failure of emergency 
board to effectuate settlement of 
dispute. 

(e) Establishment of second emergency 
board. 

(f) Submission of final offers to second 
emergency board by parties. 

(g) Report of second emergency board. 
(h) Maintenance of status quo during dis-

pute period. 
(i) Work stoppages by employees subse-

quent to carrier offer selected; eligi-
bility of employees for benefits. 

(j) Work stoppages by employees subse-
quent to employees offer selected; 
eligibility of employer for benefits. 

160. Emergency board. 
161. Effect of partial invalidity of chapter. 
162. Authorization of appropriations. 
163. Repeal of prior legislation; exception. 
164. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER II—CARRIERS BY AIR 

181. Application of subchapter I to carriers by air. 
182. Duties, penalties, benefits, and privileges of 

subchapter I applicable. 
183. Disputes within jurisdiction of Mediation 

Board. 
184. System, group, or regional boards of adjust-

ment. 
185. National Air Transport Adjustment Board. 
186. Omitted. 
187. Separability. 
188. Authorization of appropriations. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 231, 351, 354, 355, 
362, 401, 404, 726, 797k, 1108, 1207 of this title; title 11 sec-
tion 1167; title 18 section 1951; title 26 section 3231; title 
29 sections 152, 182, 401, 402, 523, 630, 1002, 1415, 2108; title 
42 section 2000e; title 49 sections 10501, 20110, 24312, 
42111. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This subchapter is referred to in sections 181, 182 of 
this title; title 11 section 1113. 

§ 151. Definitions; short title 

When used in this chapter and for the purposes 
of this chapter— 

First. The term ‘‘carrier’’ includes any rail-
road subject to the jurisdiction of the Surface 
Transportation Board, and any company which 
is directly or indirectly owned or controlled by 
or under common control with any carrier by 
railroad and which operates any equipment or 
facilities or performs any service (other than 
trucking service) in connection with the trans-
portation, receipt, delivery, elevation, transfer 
in transit, refrigeration or icing, storage, and 

handling of property transported by railroad, 
and any receiver, trustee, or other individual or 
body, judicial or otherwise, when in the posses-
sion of the business of any such ‘‘carrier’’: Pro-

vided, however, That the term ‘‘carrier’’ shall not 
include any street, interurban, or suburban elec-
tric railway, unless such railway is operating as 
a part of a general steam-railroad system of 
transportation, but shall not exclude any part of 
the general steam-railroad system of transpor-
tation now or hereafter operated by any other 
motive power. The Surface Transportation 
Board is authorized and directed upon request of 
the Mediation Board or upon complaint of any 
party interested to determine after hearing 
whether any line operated by electric power 
falls within the terms of this proviso. The term 
‘‘carrier’’ shall not include any company by rea-
son of its being engaged in the mining of coal, 
the supplying of coal to a carrier where delivery 
is not beyond the mine tipple, and the operation 
of equipment or facilities therefor, or in any of 
such activities. 

Second. The term ‘‘Adjustment Board’’ means 
the National Railroad Adjustment Board cre-
ated by this chapter. 

Third. The term ‘‘Mediation Board’’ means the 
National Mediation Board created by this chap-
ter. 

Fourth. The term ‘‘commerce’’ means com-
merce among the several States or between any 
State, Territory, or the District of Columbia 
and any foreign nation, or between any Terri-
tory or the District of Columbia and any State, 
or between any Territory and any other Terri-
tory, or between any Territory and the District 
of Columbia, or within any Territory or the Dis-
trict of Columbia, or between points in the same 
State but through any other State or any Terri-
tory or the District of Columbia or any foreign 
nation. 

Fifth. The term ‘‘employee’’ as used herein in-
cludes every person in the service of a carrier 
(subject to its continuing authority to supervise 
and direct the manner of rendition of his serv-
ice) who performs any work defined as that of an 
employee or subordinate official in the orders of 
the Surface Transportation Board now in effect, 
and as the same may be amended or interpreted 
by orders hereafter entered by the Board pursu-
ant to the authority which is conferred upon it 
to enter orders amending or interpreting such 
existing orders: Provided, however, That no occu-
pational classification made by order of the Sur-
face Transportation Board shall be construed to 
define the crafts according to which railway em-
ployees may be organized by their voluntary ac-
tion, nor shall the jurisdiction or powers of such 
employee organizations be regarded as in any 
way limited or defined by the provisions of this 
chapter or by the orders of the Board. 

The term ‘‘employee’’ shall not include any in-
dividual while such individual is engaged in the 
physical operations consisting of the mining of 
coal, the preparation of coal, the handling 
(other than movement by rail with standard 
railroad locomotives) of coal not beyond the 
mine tipple, or the loading of coal at the tipple. 

Sixth. The term ‘‘representative’’ means any 
person or persons, labor union, organization, or 
corporation designated either by a carrier or 


