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1 Chapter heading amended by Pub. L. 100–424 without cor-

responding amendment of subtitle analysis. 2 So in original. Only first word should be capitalized. 

rights and duties that matured, penalties that were in-

curred, and proceedings that were begun before Aug. 26, 

1983, and except as provided by section 2 of Pub. L. 

98–89, set out as notes above and notes under sections 

3101, 3302, 3715, and 6301 of this title. 

TITLE REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This title is referred to in title 7 section 5602; title 19 

section 1609; title 26 section 415; title 33 section 59aa; 

title 42 section 9607. 

[Subtitle I—General] 

[NO PRESENT SECTIONS] 

Subtitle II—Vessels and Seamen 

PART A—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Chap. Sec. 

21. General .................................................. 2101 
23. Operation of vessels generally ........ 2301 

PART B—INSPECTION AND REGULATION OF VESSELS 

31. General .................................................. 3101 
33. Inspection generally ........................... 3301 
35. Carriage of passengers ...................... 3501 
37. Carriage of liquid bulk dangerous 

cargoes ............................................... 3701 
39. Carriage of animals ............................ 3901 
41. Uninspected vessels generally ......... 4101 
43. Recreational vessels ........................... 4301 
45. Fish processing vessels 1 ................... 4501 
47. Abandonment of barges ..................... 4701 

PART C—LOAD LINES OF VESSELS 

51. Load lines .............................................. 5101 

PART D—MARINE CASUALTIES 

61. Reporting marine casualties ............ 6101 
63. Investigating marine casualties ...... 6301 

PART E—MERCHANT SEAMEN LICENSES, CERTIFICATES, 

AND DOCUMENTS 

71. Licenses and certificates of reg-
istry ..................................................... 7101 

73. Merchant mariners’ documents ...... 7301 
75. General procedures for licensing, 

certification, and documentation 7501 
77. Suspension and revocation .............. 7701 

PART F—MANNING OF VESSELS 

81. General .................................................. 8101 
83. Masters and officers ........................... 8301 
85. Pilots ...................................................... 8501 
87. Unlicensed personnel ......................... 8701 
89. Small vessel manning ......................... 8901 
91. Tank vessel manning standards ...... 9101 
93. Great Lakes pilotage .......................... 9301 

PART G—MERCHANT SEAMEN PROTECTION AND RELIEF 

101. General .................................................. 10101 
103. Foreign and intercoastal voyages ... 10301 
105. Coastwise voyages .............................. 10501 
106. Fishing voyages ................................... 10601 
107. Effects of deceased seamen .............. 10701 
109. Proceedings on unseaworthiness ... 10901 
111. Protection and relief .......................... 11101 
113. Official logbooks .................................. 11301 
115. Offenses and penalties ....................... 11501 

PART H—IDENTIFICATION OF VESSELS 

121. Documentation of vessels ................. 12101 

123. Numbering undocumented vessels 12301 
125. Vessel Identification System 2 .......... 12501 

PART I—STATE BOATING SAFETY PROGRAMS 

131. Recreational boating safety ............. 13101 

PART J—MEASUREMENT OF VESSELS 

141. General .................................................. 14101 
143. Convention measurement ................. 14301 
145. Regulatory measurement .................. 14501 
147. Penalties ................................................ 14701 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–587, title V, § 5304, Nov. 4, 1992, 106 

Stat. 5083, added item 47. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–710, title I, § 101(b), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 

Stat. 4738, added item 125. 

Pub. L. 100–424, § 6(b), Sept. 9, 1988, 102 Stat. 1592, 

added item 106. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–509, title V, § 5101(1), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 

Stat. 1913, inserted items for parts C and J. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–36, § 1(a)(9)(A), May 15, 1985, 99 Stat. 

67, substituted ‘‘Merchant Seamen Licenses, Certifi-

cations, and’’ for ‘‘Licenses, Certificates, and Merchant 

Mariners’ ’’ in heading for part E. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–364, title IV, § 402(7)(A), July 17, 1984, 

98 Stat. 446, inserted ‘‘generally’’ in item 41, reenacted 

item 43 without change, and added item 45. 

PART A—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Part A contains general provisions that apply 

throughout the subtitle and provisions that apply gen-

erally to the operation of all vessels. 

PART REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This part is referred to in section 14305 of this title. 

CHAPTER 21—GENERAL 

Sec. 

2101. General definitions. 

2102. Limited definitions. 

2103. Superintendence of the merchant marine. 

2104. Delegation. 

2105. Report. 

2106. Liability in rem. 

2107. Civil penalty procedures. 

2108. Refund of penalties. 

2109. Public vessels. 

2110. Fees. 

2111. Pay for overtime services. 

2112. Authority to change working hours. 

2113. Authority to exempt certain vessels. 

2114. Protection of seamen against discrimination. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Chapter 21 contains definitions that are general in 

nature and applicable to all references within Subtitle 

II—Vessels and Seamen. The chapter provides the basic 

authority and responsibility for the enforcement and 

administration of this subtitle with appropriate delega-

tion and reporting requirements. 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–508, title X, § 10401(b), Nov. 5, 1990, 

104 Stat. 1388–398, substituted ‘‘Fees’’ for ‘‘Fees prohib-

ited’’ in item 2110. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–557, § 13(b), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2864, 

added item 2114. 

§ 2101. General definitions 

In this subtitle— 
(1) ‘‘associated equipment’’— 


