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(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title VII, § 712, as added 
Nov. 16, 1988, Pub. L. 100–667, title II, § 203, 102 
Stat. 3958; amended Oct. 25, 1994, Pub. L. 103–414, 
title III, § 304(a)(17), 108 Stat. 4297.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–414 struck out ‘‘, within 

120 days after January 1, 1989,’’ after ‘‘The Federal 

Communications Commission shall’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 1989, see section 206 of Pub. 

L. 100–667, set out as a note under section 119 of Title 

17, Copyrights. 

§ 613. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–414, title III, 
§ 304(a)(18), Oct. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 4297 

Section, act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title VII, § 713, as 

added Nov. 16, 1988, Pub. L. 100–667, title II, § 203, 102 

Stat. 3958, related to report to Congress on discrimina-

tion. 

CHAPTER 6—COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE 
SYSTEM 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

701. Congressional declaration of policy and pur-

pose. 

(a) Policy. 

(b) Availability of telecommunication 

services. 

(c) Private enterprise; access; competi-

tion. 

(d) Domestic use; additional systems. 

702. Definitions. 

SUBCHAPTER II—FEDERAL COORDINATION, 

PLANNING, AND REGULATION 

721. Implementation of policy. 

(a) Executive functions; execution of na-

tional program; review; agency co-

ordination; supervision of foreign 

relationships; foreign participation; 

use for general governmental pur-

poses; separate systems; compatibil-

ity with domestic and foreign facili-

ties. 

(b) Administration functions; technical 

advice to Commission; cooperation 

in research and development and 

technical consultation with cor-

poration; assistance and launching, 

associated services and other serv-

ices to corporation on reimbursable 

basis. 

(c) Commission functions; competitive 

bidding; consultation with Small 

Business Administration; discrimi-

nation; just and reasonable charges, 

classifications, practices, regula-

tions and other terms and condi-

tions; allocation of facilities; estab-

lishment of communication to par-

ticular foreign point; technical 

compatibility of system and sta-

tions; accounting; rates; technical 

approval; construction and oper-

ation authorizations; financing of 

corporation; additions; rules and 

regulations. 

SUBCHAPTER III—COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE 

CORPORATION 

731. Creation of corporation. 

732. Applicable laws. 

733. Directors and officers. 

Sec. 

(a) Board of directors; qualifications; 

chairman; appointment by Presi-

dent; term; election by stockhold-

ers; percentage of stock ownership 

determining right to elect; cumu-

lative voting; amendment of arti-

cles of incorporation; bylaws for na-

tional emergencies. 
(b) President of corporation; designation 

and appointment of other officers; 

compensation; United States citi-

zenship of officers; dual salary pro-

hibition. 
734. Financing of corporation. 

(a) Capital stock; amount of issue; no par 

value shares; voting rights; divi-

dends; price and public distribution 

of initial offering; shareholder eligi-

bility. 
(b) ‘‘Authorized carrier’’ defined; share-

holder eligibility; voting rights lim-

itation of authorized carriers and 

other stockholders. 
(c) Nonvoting security issues and certifi-

cates of indebtedness; rate base. 
(d) Alien share ownership limitation. 
(e) Inspection and copying rights. 
(f) Transfer and distribution of shares 

among authorized carriers. 
735. Powers of corporation. 

(a) Authorized powers. 
(b) Specific corporate activities. 
(c) Usual powers of stock corporation. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

741. Common carrier status of corporation; laws 

applicable to corporation; common carrier 

activity; conflict of laws. 
742. Foreign business negotiations of corporation; 

notice to Department of State; advice and 

assistance from Department of State. 
743. Sanctions. 

(a) Petition of Attorney General for equi-

table relief; venue. 
(b) Punishment, liability or sanction 

under other provisions. 
(c) Duty of compliance with provisions of 

chapter and rules and regulations. 
744. Reports to Congress. 

SUBCHAPTER V—INTERNATIONAL MARITIME 

SATELLITE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

751. Congressional declaration of policy and pur-

pose. 
(a) Development and operation of global 

system to serve needs of United 

States and foreign countries. 
(b) Corporate participation; private en-

tity status; non-Government agen-

cy. 
752. Corporation’s status as designated operating 

entity. 
(a) Statement of purpose; signature au-

thorization. 
(b) Powers of corporation. 
(c) Financial obligation. 
(d) Sole ownership or/and operation of 

satellite earth terminal station for 

training of personnel pursuant to 

authorization of responsible execu-

tive department or Commission. 
(e) Additional noncorporation ownership 

of satellite earth terminal stations 

for enhancement of maritime sat-

ellite services in the public interest. 
(f) Operational arrangements for inter-

connection of satellite earth termi-

nal stations and facilities with com-

mon carriers and private commu-

nications systems for extension of 

services. 
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Sec. 

(g) Articles of incorporation provision for 

business transactions during na-

tional emergency with less than 

requisite number of directors. 

753. Implementation of policy. 

(a) Administrative functions; agency co-

ordination; use for general govern-

mental purposes; separate systems; 

spectrum and orbital space use; 

compatibility with domestic and 

foreign facilities; interests and 

needs of ultimate users; Federal 

views on utilization and user needs. 

(b) Executive functions; supervision and 

instructions for foreign relation-

ships and activities. 

(c) Commission functions; institution of 

proceedings; recommendations for 

issuance of executive instructions; 

public space segment channel, con-

struction, operation and other au-

thorizations; review; rules. 

(d) Commission regulatory instructions; 

conflicting and prevailing instruc-

tions of President. 

754 to 756. Repealed. 

757. Definitions. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 902 of this title; 

title 26 sections 168, 883. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 701. Congressional declaration of policy and 
purpose 

(a) Policy 

The Congress declares that it is the policy of 
the United States to establish, in conjunction 
and in cooperation with other countries, as ex-
peditiously as practicable a commercial commu-
nications satellite system, as part of an im-
proved global communications network, which 
will be responsive to public needs and national 
objectives, which will serve the communication 
needs of the United States and other countries, 
and which will contribute to world peace and 
understanding. 

(b) Availability of telecommunication services 

The new and expanded telecommunication 
services are to be made available as promptly as 
possible and are to be extended to provide global 
coverage at the earliest practicable date. In ef-
fectuating this program, care and attention will 
be directed toward providing such services to 
economically less developed countries and areas 
as well as those more highly developed, toward 
efficient and economical use of the electro-
magnetic frequency spectrum, and toward the 
reflection of the benefits of this new technology 
in both quality of services and charges for such 
services. 

(c) Private enterprise; access; competition 

In order to facilitate this development and to 
provide for the widest possible participation by 
private enterprise, United States participation 
in the global system shall be in the form of a 
private corporation, subject to appropriate gov-
ernmental regulation. It is the intent of Con-
gress that all authorized users shall have non-
discriminatory access to the system; that maxi-
mum competition be maintained in the provi-

sion of equipment and services utilized by the 
system; that the corporation created under this 
chapter be so organized and operated as to main-
tain and strengthen competition in the provi-
sion of communications services to the public; 
and that the activities of the corporation cre-
ated under this chapter and of the persons or 
companies participating in the ownership of the 
corporation shall be consistent with the Federal 
antitrust laws. 

(d) Domestic use; additional systems 

It is not the intent of Congress by this chapter 
to preclude the use of the communications sat-
ellite system for domestic communication serv-
ices where consistent with the provisions of this 
chapter nor to preclude the creation of addi-
tional communications satellite systems, if re-
quired to meet unique governmental needs or if 
otherwise required in the national interest. 

(Pub. L. 87–624, title I, § 102, Aug. 31, 1962, 76 
Stat. 419.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal antitrust laws, referred to in subsec. (c), 

are classified generally to chapter 1 (§ 1 et seq.) of Title 

15, Commerce and Trade. 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 101 of Pub. L. 87–624 provided that: ‘‘This Act 

[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Commu-

nications Satellite Act of 1962’.’’ 
For short title of title V of Pub. L. 87–624, as added 

by Pub. L. 95–564, Nov. 1, 1978, 92 Stat. 2392, which en-

acted subchapter V of this chapter, see note set out 

under section 751 of this title. 

STYLISTIC CONSISTENCY 

Pub. L. 103–414, title III, § 303(f), Oct. 25, 1994, 108 Stat. 

4296, provided that: ‘‘The Communications Act of 1934 

[47 U.S.C. 151 et seq.] and the Communications Satellite 

Act of 1962 [47 U.S.C. 701 et seq.] are amended so that 

the section designation and section heading of each 

section of such Acts shall be in the form and typeface 

of the section designation and heading of this section 

[108 Stat. 4294].’’ 

INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE 

ORGANIZATION 

Pub. L. 99–93, title I, § 146, Aug. 16, 1985, 99 Stat. 425, 

provided that: 
‘‘(a) POLICY.—The Congress declares that it is the pol-

icy of the United States— 
‘‘(1) as a party to the International Telecommuni-

cations Satellite Organization (hereafter in this sec-

tion referred to as ‘Intelsat’), to foster and support 

the global commercial communications satellite sys-

tem owned and operated by Intelsat; 
‘‘(2) to make available to consumers a variety of 

communications satellite services utilizing the space 

segment facilities of Intelsat and any additional such 

facilities which are found to be in the national inter-

est and which— 
‘‘(A) are technically compatible with the use of 

the radio frequency spectrum and orbital space by 

the existing or planned Intelsat space segment, and 
‘‘(B) avoid significant economic harm to the glob-

al system of Intelsat; and 
‘‘(3) to authorize use and operation of any addi-

tional space segment facilities only if the obligations 

of the United States under article XIV(d) of the 

Intelsat Agreement have been met. 
‘‘(b) PRECONDITIONS FOR INTELSAT CONSULTATION.—Be-

fore consulting with Intelsat for purposes of coordina-

tion of any separate international telecommunications 

satellite system under article XIV(d) of the Intelsat 

Agreement, the Secretary of State shall— 


