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Secretary shall notify the Attorney General, 
who may apply to the United States district 
court in which such dealer, carrier, exhibitor, or 
intermediate handler resides or conducts busi-
ness for a temporary restraining order or injunc-
tion to prevent any such person from operating 
in violation of this chapter or the regulations 
and standards prescribed under this chapter. 

(b) Issuance 

The court shall, upon a proper showing, issue 
a temporary restraining order or injunction 
under subsection (a) of this section without 
bond. Such injunction or order shall remain in 
effect until a complaint pursuant to section 2149 
of this title is issued and dismissed by the Sec-
retary or until an order to cease and desist made 
thereon by the Secretary has become final and 
effective or is set aside on appellate review. At-
torneys of the Department of Agriculture may, 
with the approval of the Attorney General, ap-
pear in the United States district court rep-
resenting the Secretary in any action brought 
under this section. 

(Pub. L. 89–544, § 29, as added Pub. L. 101–624, 
title XXV, § 2503(2), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4067.) 
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Sec. 

2238. Use of field work funds for purchase of arms 
and ammunition. 

2239. Funds for printing, binding, and scientific and 
technical article reprint purchases. 

2240. Reimbursement of appropriation for salaries 
and compensation of employees in mechani-
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ucts. 

2242. Repealed. 
2242a. User fees for reports, publications, and soft-

ware. 
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(b) Consistency of charges with provi-

sions of section 9701 of title 31. 
(c) Use and disposition of moneys. 
(d) Investment. 

2242b. Translation of publications into foreign lan-
guages. 

2243. Sale of photographic prints and maps. 
2244. Repealed. 
2245. Sale of prints and lantern slides. 
2246. Loan, rental, or sale of films. 
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2250. Construction and repair of buildings and pub-

lic improvements. 
2250a. Erection of buildings and other structures on 

non-Federal lands; duration of use of such 
lands; removal of structures after termi-
nation of use; availability of funds for ex-
penses of acquiring long-term leases or 
other agreements. 

2251. Reimbursement of Production and Marketing 
Administration appropriations for expenses 
of maintaining registers of indebtedness 
and making set-offs. 

2252. Reimbursement of Production and Marketing 
Administration appropriations for costs of 
procuring agricultural commodities for 
nongovernmental agencies or foreign gov-
ernments. 

2253. Adjustment by Secretary of titles to lands ac-
quired by Government and subject to his 
control. 

2254. Operation, maintenance and purchase of air-
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construction and repair of buildings. 

2255. Membership in International Wheat Advisory 
Committee, International Sugar Council, 
etc. 

2255a. Financial assistance to national and inter-
national conferences. 

2256. Inspections, analyses, and tests for other 
Government departments and agencies; re-
imbursement. 
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expenses and general expenses. 
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evidence. 
2260. Inspection or quarantine services involving 

overtime furnished upon a reimbursable 
basis. 

2261. Credit of donations and proceeds from exhibi-
tions to appropriations concerned with for-
eign market development programs. 

2262. Employee liability insurance on motor vehi-
cles in foreign countries. 

2263. Transfer of funds. 
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gifts, bequests, or devises; conditional gifts. 
2265. Deposit of money accepted for benefit of Na-

tional Agricultural Library; disbursement. 
2266. Congressional reaffirmation of policy to fos-

ter and encourage family farms; annual re-
port to Congress. 

2267. Repealed. 

Sec. 

2268. Public lands; relinquishment. 
2269. Gifts of property; acceptance and administra-

tion by Secretary of Agriculture; Federal 
tax law consideration; separate fund in 
Treasury; regulations. 

2270. Authority of Office of Inspector General. 
2271. Marketing education programs for small and 

medium size family farm operations. 
2271a. Advanced marketing training for farmers and 

ranchers. 
2272. Volunteers for Department of Agriculture 

programs. 
(a) Establishment of program. 
(b) Acceptance of personnel. 
(c) Federal employee status. 

2272a. Funds for incidental expenses and pro-
motional items relating to volunteers. 

2273. Local search and rescue operations. 
2274. Firearm authority of employees engaged in 

animal quarantine enforcement. 
2275. Repealed. 
2276. Confidentiality of information. 

(a) Authorized disclosure. 
(b) Duty of Secretary; immunity from 

disclosure; necessary consent. 
(c) Violations; penalties. 
(d) Specific provisions for collection of 

information. 
2277. Contracts by Animal and Plant Health In-

spection Service for services to be per-
formed abroad. 

2278. Consistency with international obligations of 
United States. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Compliance with U.S. international 

obligations. 
(c) Construction. 

2279. Outreach and assistance for socially dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers. 

(a) Outreach and assistance. 
(b) Designation of Federal personnel. 
(c) Report to Congress. 
(d) Affirmative action, appeals, and con-

tracting review. 
(e) Definitions. 
(f) Omitted. 
(g) Reservations. 

2279a. Fair and equitable treatment of socially dis-
advantaged producers. 

(a) Fair crop acreage bases and farm pro-
gram payment yields. 

(b) Fair application of Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act. 

(c) Report on treatment of socially dis-
advantaged producers. 

(d) ‘‘Socially disadvantaged producer’’ 
defined. 

§ 2201. Establishment of Department 

There shall be at the seat of government a De-
partment of Agriculture, the general design and 
duties of which shall be to acquire and to diffuse 
among the people of the United States useful in-
formation on subjects connected with agri-
culture, rural development, aquaculture, and 
human nutrition, in the most general and com-
prehensive sense of those terms, and to procure, 
propagate, and distribute among the people new 
and valuable seeds and plants. 

(R.S. § 520; Pub. L. 92–419, title VI, § 603(a), Aug. 
30, 1972, 86 Stat. 675; Pub. L. 95–113, title XV, 
§ 1502(a), Sept. 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 1021.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 520 derived from act May 15, 1862, ch. 72, § 1, 12 
Stat. 387. 
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Section was formerly classified to section 511 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Pub. L. 95–113 inserted references to aqua-
culture and human nutrition. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–419 substituted ‘‘agriculture and 
rural development’’ and ‘‘those terms’’ for ‘‘agri-
culture’’ and ‘‘that word’’, respectively. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–113 effective Oct. 1, 1977, 
see section 1901 of Pub. L. 95–113, set out as a note 
under section 1307 of this title. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 96–355, § 1, Sept. 24, 1980, 94 Stat. 1171, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 2204b and 2211b of 
this title, amending sections 1926, 2204, 2204a, 2663, and 
2667 of this title, section 5314 of Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees, and section 3122 of Title 42, 
The Public Health and Welfare, and enacting provisions 
set out as a note under section 2204b of this title] may 
be cited as the ‘Rural Development Policy Act of 1980’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Act Aug. 3, 1956, § 1, provided that: ‘‘This Act [enact-
ing sections 428a, 1040, 2228, 2229 and 2333 of this title, 
and sections 579b and 590h–4 of Title 16, Conservation, 
and amending sections 1004, 1392, 1516, and 1766 of this 
title, sections 590k and 590n of Title 16, and sections 
114a and 114c of Title 21, Food and Drugs] may be cited 
as the ‘Department of Agriculture Organic Act of 
1956’.’’ 

ESTABLISHMENT OF PERSONNEL CEILING FOR FISCAL 
YEARS 1982, 1983, AND 1984 

Pub. L. 97–35, title I, § 125, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 369, 
provided that: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the total full-time equivalent staff year personnel 
ceiling for the United States Department of Agri-
culture shall not exceed one hundred and seventeen 
thousand staff years (including overtime) for each of 
the fiscal years ending September 30, 1982, September 
30, 1983, and September 30, 1984.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS FROM SECRETARY OF INTERIOR 
TO SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

Pub. L. 86–509, June 11, 1960, 74 Stat. 205, which en-
acted provisions of Reorganization Plan Numbered 1 of 
1959, provided: ‘‘That, except as otherwise provided in 
section 2 hereof, the following functions are hereby 
transferred to the Secretary of Agriculture: 

‘‘(a) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of March 20, 1922, 42 Stat. 465, as amended 
(16 U.S.C. 485, 486), with respect to exchanges of non- 
Federal lands for national forest lands or timber. 

‘‘(b) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of February 2, 1922 (42 Stat. 362), with re-
spect to exchanges of lands in private ownership within 
or within six miles of the Deschutes National Forest 
for national forest lands, or for timber from any na-
tional forest, in the State of Oregon. 

‘‘(c) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of June 7, 1924 (43 Stat. 643), except sec-
tion 2 thereof, with respect to exchanges of privately 
owned lands for national forest timber in New Mexico. 

‘‘(d) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of January 12, 1925 (43 Stat. 739), except 
section 2 thereof, with respect to exchanges of pri-
vately owned lands for national forest timber in New 
Mexico. 

‘‘(e) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of April 21, 1926 (44 Stat. 303), except sec-
tion 2 thereof, with respect to exchanges of privately 
owned lands for national forest lands or timber in New 
Mexico and Arizona. 

‘‘(f) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under section 2 of the Act of May 26, 1926 (44 Stat. 655; 
16 U.S.C. 38), with respect to exchanges of lands held in 
private or State ownership for national forest lands or 
timber in Montana. 

‘‘(g) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of June 15, 1926 (44 Stat. 746), with re-
spect to exchanges of State lands for national forest 
lands in New Mexico. 

‘‘(h) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of December 7, 1942 (56 Stat. 1042), with 
respect to exchange transactions in which lands under 
the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture are ex-
changed for State lands in Minnesota which are to be 
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture 
after their acquisition by the United States. 

‘‘(i) The function of the Secretary of the Interior 
(originally vested in the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office) under section 6 of the Act of April 28, 1930 
(46 Stat. 257; 43 U.S.C. 872), with respect to execution of 
quitclaim deeds for lands conveyed to the United 
States in connection with exchange transactions in-
volving lands under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

‘‘(j) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under section 2(b) of the Joint Resolution of August 8, 
1947 (61 Stat. 921), with respect to appraisals and sales 
of certain lands within the Tongass National Forest. 

‘‘(k) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under section 10 of the Act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 962; 
16 U.S.C. 519), with respect to sales of small tracts of 
acquired national forest lands found chiefly valuable 
for agriculture. 

‘‘(l) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under section 402 of Reorganization Plan Numbered 3 of 
1946 (60 Stat. 1099), section 3 of the Act of September 1, 
1949 (63 Stat. 683; 30 U.S.C. 192c), the Act of June 30, 1950 
(64 Stat. 311; 16 U.S.C. 508b), section 3 of the Act of June 
28, 1952 (66 Stat. 285), or otherwise, with respect to the 
use and disposal from lands under the jurisdiction of 
the Secretary of Agriculture of those mineral materials 
which the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to dis-
pose of from other lands under his jurisdiction under 
the Act of July 31, 1947 (61 Stat. 681), as amended by the 
Act of July 23, 1955 (69 Stat. 367; 30 U.S.C. 601 and the 
following). 

‘‘SEC. 2(a). In no case covered by subsections (a), (b), 
(e), (g), and (h) of section 1 hereof shall the exchange 
provide for the patenting of land by the United States 
without a reservation of minerals (1) unless the Sec-
retary of Agriculture has obtained the advice of the 
Secretary of the Interior that the land is nonmineral in 
character, or (2) unless the Secretary of the Interior ap-
proves of the valuation and disposition of the minerals 
in the lands to be patented. A sale of land covered by 
subsection (j) of section 1 hereof shall be made by the 
Secretary of Agriculture without a reservation of min-
erals only after consultation with, and the approval of, 
the Secretary of the Interior as to the valuation and 
disposition of the minerals. No lands of the United 
States shall be exchanged in any case covered by sub-
section (f) of section 1 hereof unless the Secretary of 
Agriculture has obtained the advice of the Secretary of 
the Interior that such lands are nonmineral in char-
acter. 

‘‘(b) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to author-
ize the Secretary of Agriculture to determine or adju-
dicate the validity or invalidity of any mining claim or 
part thereof. 

‘‘(c) Nothing in subsection (1) of section 1 hereof shall 
be construed to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture 
to dispose of coal, phosphate, sodium, potassium, oil, 
oil shale, gas, or sulfur, or to dispose of any minerals 
which would be subject to disposal under the mining 
laws if said laws were applicable to the lands in which 
the minerals are situated. 

‘‘(d) Upon approval by the Secretary of Agriculture 
pursuant to the provisions of this Act of any exchange 
or sale, respectively, of national forest lands under the 
provisions of law referred to in subsections (a), (b), (e), 
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(f), (g), and (j) of section 1, hereof, the Secretary of the 
Interior, upon the recommendation of the Secretary of 
Agriculture, shall issue the patent therefor. 

‘‘(e) All conveyances under the Act referred to in sub-
section (h) of section 1 hereof of national forest lands 
reserved from the public domain shall, upon recom-
mendation of the Secretary of Agriculture, be made by 
the Secretary of the Interior.’’ 

REORGANIZATION PLAN NO. 2 OF 1953 

Eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, as amend-
ed Oct. 15, 1982, Pub. L. 97–325, § 8(d), 96 Stat. 1606; 
Oct. 13, 1994, Pub. L. 103–354, title II, § 218(e)(1), 108 
Stat. 3213 

Prepared by the President and transmitted to the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives in Congress as-
sembled, March 25, 1953, pursuant to the provisions of 
the Reorganization Act of 1949, approved June 20, 
1949, as amended [see 5 U.S.C. 901 et seq.]. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

SECTION 1. TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS TO THE 
SECRETARY 

(a) Subject to the exceptions specified in subsection 
(b) of this section, there are hereby transferred to the 
Secretary of Agriculture all functions not now vested 
in him of all other officers, and of all agencies and em-
ployees, of the Department of Agriculture. 

(b) This section shall not apply to the functions vest-
ed by the Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 1001 
et seq.) [5 U.S.C. 551 et seq. and 701 et seq.] in hearing 
examiners employed by the Department of Agriculture 
nor to the functions of (1) corporations of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, (2) the boards of directors and offi-
cers of such corporations, (3) the Advisory Board of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation, or (4) the Farm Credit 
Administration or any agency, officer, or entity of, 
under, or subject to the supervision of the said adminis-
tration. 

SEC. 2. ASSISTANT SECRETARIES OF AGRICULTURE 

[Repealed. Pub. L. 103–354, title II, § 218(e)(1), Oct. 13, 
1994, 108 Stat. 3213. Section authorized the appointment 
of two additional Assistant Secretaries of Agriculture. 
See section 6918 of this title.] 

SEC. 3. ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

[Repealed. Pub. L. 97–325, § 8(d), Oct. 15, 1982, 96 Stat. 
1606. Section authorized the appointment of an Admin-
istrative Assistant Secretary of Agriculture. See sec-
tion 2212c of this title. 

SEC. 4. DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture may from time to 
time make such provisions as he shall deem appro-
priate authorizing the performance by any other offi-
cer, or by any agency or employee, of the Department 
of Agriculture of any function of the Secretary, includ-
ing any function transferred to the Secretary by the 
provisions of this reorganization plan. 

(b) To the extent that the carrying out of subsection 
(a) of this section involves the assignment of major 
functions or major groups of functions to major con-
stituent organizational units of the Department of Ag-
riculture, now or hereafter existing, or to the heads or 
other officers thereof, and to the extent deemed prac-
ticable by the Secretary, he shall give appropriate ad-
vance public notice of delegations of functions proposed 
to be made by him and shall afford appropriate oppor-
tunity for interested persons and groups to place before 
the Department of Agriculture their views with respect 
to such proposed delegations. 

(c) In carrying out subsection (a) of this section the 
Secretary shall seek to simplify and make efficient the 
operation of the Department of Agriculture, to place 
the administration of farm programs close to the State 
and local levels, and to adapt the administration of the 

programs of the Department to regional, State, and 
local conditions. 

SEC. 5. INCIDENTAL TRANSFERS 

The Secretary of Agriculture may from time to time 
effect such transfers within the Department of Agri-
culture of any of the records, property, and personnel 
affected by this reorganization plan and such transfers 
of unexpended balances (available or to be made avail-
able for use in connection with any affected function or 
agency) of appropriations, allocations, and other funds 
of such Department, as he deems necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this reorganization plan; but such un-
expended balances so transferred shall be used only for 
the purposes for which such appropriation was origi-
nally made. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 3125a of this 
title. 

§ 2202. Executive Department; Secretary 

The Department of Agriculture shall be an ex-
ecutive department, under the supervision and 
control of a Secretary of Agriculture, who shall 
be appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. The provisions 
of title 4 of the Revised Statutes, including all 
amendments thereto, shall be applicable to said 
department; and all laws and parts of laws relat-
ing to the Department of Agriculture in exist-
ence February 9, 1889, as far as the same are ap-
plicable and not in conflict with this section, 
and only so far, are continued in full force and 
effect. 

(Feb. 9, 1889, ch. 122, §§ 1, 4, 25 Stat. 659.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Title 4 of the Revised Statutes, referred to in text, 
was entitled ‘‘Provisions Applicable to All Executive 
Departments, and consisted of R.S. §§ 158 to 198. For 
provisions of the Code derived from such title 4, see sec-
tions 101, 301, 303, 304, 503, 2952, 3101, 3106, 3341, 3345 to 
3349, 5535, 5536 of Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees; section 207 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal 
Procedure; sections 514, 520 of Title 28, Judiciary and 
Judicial Procedure; section 3321 of Title 31, Money and 
Finance. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 512 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

ORDER OF SUCCESSION 

For order of succession in case of absence, sickness, 
resignation, or death of Secretary, see Ex. Ord. No. 
11793, July 10, 1974, 39 F.R. 25631, set out as a note under 
section 3347 of Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Annual rate of basic compensation of Secretary, see 
section 5312 of Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

§ 2203. Seal 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized and 
directed to procure a proper seal, with such suit-
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able inscriptions and devices as he may approve, 
to be known as the official seal of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and to be kept and used to 
verify official documents, under such rules and 
regulations as he may prescribe. 

(Aug. 8, 1894, ch. 238, 28 Stat. 272.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 513 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2204. General duties of Secretary; advisory 
functions; research and development 

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture shall procure 
and preserve all information concerning agri-
culture, rural development, aquaculture, and 
human nutrition which he can obtain by means 
of books and correspondence, and by practical 
and scientific experiments, accurate records of 
which experiments shall be kept in his office, by 
the collection of statistics, and by any other ap-
propriate means within his power; he shall col-
lect new and valuable seeds and plants; shall 
test, by cultivation, the value of such of them as 
may require such tests; shall propagate such as 
may be worthy of propagation; and shall distrib-
ute them among agriculturists; and he shall ad-
vise the President, other members of his Cabi-
net, and the Congress on policies and programs 
designed to improve the quality of life for people 
living in the rural and nonmetropolitan regions 
of the Nation. 

(b) The Secretary is authorized to initiate or 
expand research and development efforts related 
to solution of problems of rural water supply, 
rural sewage and solid waste management, rural 
housing, rural industrialization, and technology 
appropriate to small- and moderate-sized family 
farming operations, and any other problem that 
the Secretary may determine has an effect upon 
the economic development or the quality of life 
in rural areas. 

(R.S. § 526; Feb. 9, 1889, ch. 122, §§ 1, 4, 25 Stat. 659; 
Aug. 30, 1972, Pub. L. 92–419, title VI, § 603(b), 86 
Stat. 675; Apr. 21, 1976, Pub. L. 94–273, § 7(4), 90 
Stat. 378; Sept. 29, 1977, Pub. L. 95–113, title XV, 
§ 1502(b), 91 Stat. 1021; Sept. 24, 1980, Pub. L. 
96–355, § 5, 94 Stat. 1174.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 526 derived from act May 15, 1862, ch. 72, § 3, 12 
Stat. 387. 

Section was formerly classified to section 514 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96–355 inserted provisions 
relating to technology appropriate to small- and mod-
erate-sized family farming operations, and struck out 
provisions relating to the national rural development 
program and goals, and accompanying annual report. 

1977—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 95–113 inserted references to 
aquaculture and human nutrition. 

1976—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–273 substituted ‘‘Decem-
ber’’ for ‘‘September’’. 

1972—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–419, § 603(b)(1)–(3), des-
ignated existing provisions as subsec. (a), provided for 
information concerning rural development, and pre-

scribed advisory functions of the Secretary, respec-
tively. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–419, § 603(b)(4), added subsec. 
(b). 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Secretary of Agriculture substituted for Commis-
sioner of Agriculture in text pursuant to sections 1 and 
4 of act Feb. 9, 1889, which are classified to section 2202 
of this title. See, also, section 2205 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–355 effective Oct. 1, 1980, 
see section 10 of Pub. L. 96–355, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 2204b of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–113 effective Oct. 1, 1977, 
see section 1901 of Pub. L. 95–113, set out as a note 
under section 1307 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

Functions of Secretary of Agriculture administered 
through Bureau of Biological Survey relating to con-
servation of wildlife, game, and migratory birds trans-
ferred to Secretary of the Interior by 1939 Reorg. Plan 
No. II, § 4(f), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1433, 
set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees. 

Delegation of authority to Secretary with respect to 
nation’s food program during war emergency, see Ex. 
Ord. No. 9280, set out as a note under section 452 of this 
title. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUNCTIONS 

For assignment of certain emergency preparedness 
functions to Secretary of Agriculture, see Parts 1, 2, 
and 3 of Ex. Ord. No. 12656, Nov. 18, 1988, 53 F.R. 47491, 
set out as a note under section 5195 of Title 42, The 
Public Health and Welfare. 

AVIATION INSPECTIONS 

Pub. L. 103–354, title III, § 306, Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 
3241, provided that: 

‘‘(a) STUDY OF AIRCRAFT INSPECTIONS.— 
‘‘(1) INTENT OF STUDY.—The intent of the study re-

quired by this subsection is to examine the cost effi-
ciencies of conducting inspections of aircraft and pi-
lots by one Federal agency without reducing aircraft, 
passenger, or pilot safety standards or lowering mis-
sion preparedness. 

‘‘(2) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of Transportation shall 
jointly conduct a study of the inspection specifica-
tions and procedures by which aircraft and pilots con-
tracted by the Department are certified to determine 
the cost efficiencies of eliminating duplicative De-
partment inspection requirements and transferring 
some or all inspection requirements to the Federal 
Aviation Administration, while ensuring that neither 
aircraft, passenger, nor pilot safety is reduced and 
that mission preparedness is maintained. 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the 
study, the Secretaries shall evaluate current inspec-
tion specifications and procedures mandated by the 
Department and the Forest Service, taking into con-
sideration the unique requirements and risks of par-
ticular Department and Forest Service missions that 
may require special inspection specifications and pro-
cedures to ensure the safety of Department and For-
est Service personnel and their contractees. 

‘‘(4) MAINTENANCE OF STANDARDS AND PREPARED-
NESS.—In making recommendations to transfer in-
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spection authority or otherwise change Department 
inspection specifications and procedures, the Sec-
retaries shall ensure that the implementation of any 
such recommendations does not lower aircraft or 
pilot standards or preparedness for Department or 
Forest Service missions. 

‘‘(5) SUBMISSION OF RESULTS.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 
13, 1994], the Secretaries shall submit to Congress the 
results of the study, including any recommendations 
to transfer inspection authority or otherwise change 
Department inspection specifications and procedures 
and a cost-benefit analysis of such recommendations. 
‘‘(b) REVIEW OF RECENTLY ADOPTED AIRCRAFT POL-

ICY.— 
‘‘(1) REVIEW REQUIRED.—The Secretaries shall re-

view the policy initiated by the Secretary of Agri-
culture on July 1, 1994, to accept Federal Aviation 
Administration inspections on aircraft and pilots 
that provide ‘airport to airport’ service for the Forest 
Service. The policy is currently being cooperatively 
developed by the Department and the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and is intended to reduce dupli-
cative inspections and to reduce Government costs, 
while maintaining aircraft, passenger, and pilot safe-
ty standards, specifications and procedures currently 
required by the Department and the Forest Service. 

‘‘(2) EXPANSION OF POLICY.—As part of the review, 
the Secretaries shall examine the feasibility and de-
sirability of applying this policy on a Government- 
wide basis. 

‘‘(3) SUBMISSION OF RESULTS.—Not later than one 
year after the date of the implementation of the pol-
icy, the Secretary of Agriculture shall submit to Con-
gress the results of the review, including any recom-
mendations that the Secretary considers appro-
priate.’’ 

ORDER OF SUCCESSION 

Order of succession upon death, absence, sickness, or 
resignation of Secretary of Agriculture, see Ex. Ord. 
No. 11793, July 10, 1974, 39 F.R. 25631, set out as a note 
under section 3347 of Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Purchase of seeds and plants for distribution, see sec-
tion 415 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 2276 of this title. 

§ 2204a. Rural development; utilization of non- 
Federal offices; location of field units; inter-
change of personnel and facilities 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall utilize to 
the maximum extent practicable State, re-
gional, district, county, local, or other Depart-
ment of Agriculture offices to enhance rural de-
velopment, and shall to the maximum extent 
practicable provide directly, or, in the case of 
agencies outside of the Department of Agri-
culture, through arrangements with the heads of 
such agencies, for— 

(1) the location of all field units of the Fed-
eral Government concerned with rural devel-
opment in the appropriate Department of Ag-
riculture offices covering the geographical 
areas most similar to those covered by such 
field units, and 

(2) the interchange of personnel and facili-
ties in each such office to the extent necessary 
or desirable to achieve the most efficient utili-
zation of such personnel and facilities and pro-
vide the most effective assistance in the devel-
opment of rural areas in accordance with 
State rural development plans. 

(Pub. L. 92–419, title VI, § 603(c), Aug. 30, 1972, 86 
Stat. 675; Pub. L. 96–355, § 4(5), Sept. 24, 1980, 94 
Stat. 1174.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Pub. L. 96–355 struck out designation for former 
par. (1) and, in such par., redesignated former subpars. 
(A) and (B) as pars. (1) and (2), respectively, and struck 
out former par. (2) which related to contents of report 
submitted under section 2204(b) of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–355 effective Oct. 1, 1980, 
see section 10 of Pub. L. 96–355, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 2204b of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Powers, duties, and assets of agencies, offices, and 
other entities within Department of Agriculture relat-
ing to rural development functions transferred to Rural 
Development Administration by section 2302(b) of Pub. 
L. 101–624. 

§ 2204b. Rural development policy 

(a) Coordination of nationwide rural develop-
ment program using services of executive 
branch departments and agencies and State 
and local governments 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall provide 
leadership within the executive branch for, and 
shall assume responsibility for coordinating, a 
nationwide rural development program using 
the services of executive branch departments 
and agencies, including, but not limited to, the 
agencies, bureaus, offices, and services of the 
Department of Agriculture, in coordination with 
rural development programs of State and local 
governments. 

(b) Policy development; systematic review of 
Federal programs; access to information; de-
velopment of process to receive and assess 
needs, goals, etc.; cooperative efforts with 
Federal departments and agencies; public 
hearings and comments 

(1) The Secretary shall conduct a systematic 
review of Federal programs affecting rural areas 
to (A) determine whether such areas are benefit-
ing from such programs in an equitable propor-
tion to the benefits received by urban areas and 
(B) identify any factors that may restrict acces-
sibility to such programs in rural areas or limit 
participation in such programs. 

(2) Subject to the Privacy Act of 1974 [5 U.S.C. 
552a], the Secretary may secure directly from 
any Federal department or agency information 
necessary to carry out the Secretary’s duties 
under this section. Upon request of the Sec-
retary under this paragraph, the head of any 
such Federal department or agency shall furnish 
such information to the Secretary. 

(3) The Secretary shall develop a process 
through which multistate, State, substate, and 
local rural development needs, goals, objectives, 
plans, and recommendations can be received and 
assessed on a continuing basis. Such process 
may include the use of those rural development 
experts, advisors, and consultants that the Sec-
retary deems appropriate, as well as the estab-
lishment of temporary advisory committees 
under the terms of the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act. 
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(4) The Secretary may undertake cooperative 
efforts with other Federal departments and 
agencies to improve the coordination and effec-
tiveness of Federal programs, services, and ac-
tions affecting rural areas. The Secretary may 
request the heads of other Federal departments 
and agencies to participate in any working 
groups that the Secretary deems necessary to 
carry out the purposes of this section. 

(5) The Secretary may hold public hearings 
and receive comments on any matter that the 
Secretary determines may have a significant 
impact on rural development or the economic 
development of rural communities. 

(c) Rural development strategy and annual up-
dates; preparation and scope; purposes; time 
for updates; public hearings and suggestions 
and recommendations; transmittal to Con-
gressional committees; analysis of budgetary 
considerations and factors; evaluation and 
recommendations regarding implementation 
and revisions 

(1) The Secretary shall prepare a comprehen-
sive rural development strategy based on the 
needs, goals, objectives, plans, and recommenda-
tions of local communities, substate areas, 
States, and multistate regions, which is de-
signed to— 

(A) maximize the effectiveness, increase the 
responsiveness, and improve the delivery of 
Federal programs to rural areas; 

(B) increase the coordination of Federal pro-
grams with the development needs, objectives, 
and resources of local communities, substate 
areas, States, and multistate regions; and 

(C) achieve the most effective combinations 
of Federal, State, and local resources to meet 
the needs of rural areas for orderly growth and 
development. 

(2) The rural development strategy shall take 
into account the need to— 

(A) improve the economic well-being of all 
rural residents and alleviate the problems of 
low income, elderly, minority, and otherwise 
disadvantaged rural residents; 

(B) improve the business and employment 
opportunities, occupational training and em-
ployment services, health care services, edu-
cational opportunities, energy utilization and 
availability, housing, transportation, commu-
nity services, community facilities, water sup-
plies, sewage and solid waste management sys-
tems, credit availability, and accessibility to 
and delivery of private and public financial re-
sources in the maintenance and creation of 
jobs in rural areas; 

(C) improve State and local government 
management capabilities, institutions, and 
programs related to rural development and ex-
pand educational and training opportunities 
for State and local officials, particularly in 
small rural communities; 

(D) strengthen the family farm system; and 
(E) maintain and protect the environment 

and natural resources of rural areas. 

(3) The rural development strategy developed 
under this subsection shall be for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1982, and updated for each 
fiscal year thereafter. 

(4) The Secretary shall hold public hearings 
and receive such suggestions and recommenda-
tions as the Secretary deems appropriate during 
the preparation of the rural development strat-
egy and the annual updates to the strategy. 

(5) The rural development strategy and the an-
nual updates to the strategy shall be transmit-
ted to the House Committee on Agriculture and 
the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry by January 31 of the calendar 
year immediately preceding the beginning of the 
appropriate fiscal year. 

(6) The rural development strategy and each 
annual update of the strategy shall contain an 
analysis of the budget recommendations of the 
President for the fiscal year following the trans-
mittal of the strategy or update of the strategy 
and of all the available budget projections of the 
President for subsequent fiscal years, and pro-
jections regarding the budget that are relevant 
or essential to the rural development policy and 
the rural development strategy developed under 
this subsection. Each annual update shall also 
contain a detailed statement of the findings and 
conclusions of the Secretary regarding the im-
plementation during the preceding fiscal year of 
the rural development strategy, including any 
revisions of the strategy, any recommended leg-
islation to improve the rural development effort 
of the Federal Government, and an evaluation of 
and recommendations regarding the rural devel-
opment information system required under sec-
tion 1926(a)(12) of this title. 

(d) Strategy implementation; goals 

The Secretary shall ensure the effective im-
plementation of the rural development strategy 
and maximize coordination of Federal programs 
affecting rural areas through a systematic effort 
to— 

(1) improve communication and encourage 
cooperation among Federal departments and 
agencies in the administration of rural devel-
opment programs; 

(2) eliminate conflicts, duplication, and gaps 
in program coverage, and resolve contradic-
tions and inconsistencies in the objectives, ad-
ministration, and effects of rural development 
programs; 

(3) facilitate the sharing or common location 
of field offices of Federal agencies administer-
ing similar or complementary programs and 
unification of delivery systems, where fea-
sible, to maximize convenience and accessibil-
ity of such agencies and programs to rural 
residents; 

(4) facilitate and expedite joint funding of 
rural projects through Federal programs; 

(5) correct administrative problems in Fed-
eral programs that delay or hinder the effec-
tive delivery of services, assistance, or bene-
fits to rural areas; and 

(6) simplify, standardize, and reduce the 
complexity of applications, reports, and other 
forms required under Federal rural develop-
ment programs. 

(Pub. L. 92–419, title VI, § 607, as added Pub. L. 
96–355, § 2, Sept. 24, 1980, 94 Stat. 1171.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Privacy Act of 1974, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), 
is Pub. L. 93–579, Dec. 31, 1974, 88 Stat. 1896, as amended, 
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which enacted section 552a of Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees, and provisions set out as 
notes under section 552a of Title 5. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 552a of Title 5 and Tables. 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
subsec. (b)(3), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 
as amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 
5. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 10 of Pub. L. 96–355 provided that: ‘‘The provi-
sions of this Act [enacting this section and section 
2211b of this title, amending sections 1926, 2204, 2204a, 
2663, and 2667 of this title, section 5314 of Title 5, Gov-
ernment Organization and Employees, and section 3122 
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, and enact-
ing provisions set out as a note under section 2201 of 
this title] shall become effective October 1, 1980.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Powers, duties, and assets of agencies, offices, and 
other entities within Department of Agriculture relat-
ing to rural development functions transferred to Rural 
Development Administration by section 2302(b) of Pub. 
L. 101–624. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 12720 

Ex. Ord. No. 12720, July 16, 1990, 55 F.R. 29337, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 12783, Dec. 17, 1991, 56 F.R. 
65977, which established the President’s Council on 
Rural America, was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 12869, § 4(c), 
Sept. 30, 1993, 58 F.R. 51751, formerly set out as a note 
under section 14 of the Federal Advisory Committee 
Act in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 926 of this title. 

§ 2204c. Water management for rural areas 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized, di-
rectly or in coordination with any other Federal 
agency, entity, corporation, department, unit of 
State or local government, cooperative, confed-
eration, individual, public or private organiza-
tion, Indian tribe, or university, to— 

(1) conduct research and demonstration 
projects; 

(2) provide technical assistance and exten-
sion services; 

(3) make grants, loans, and loan guarantees; 
and 

(4) provide other forms of assistance, for the 
purpose of helping rural areas make better and 
more efficient use of water resources and to 
alleviate problems arising in such areas from 
droughts or lack of water. 

(b) Activities 

The Secretary is authorized to provide assist-
ance under this section for the promotion or es-
tablishment of irrigation, watersheds, and other 
water management and drought management 
activities, including water transmission, appli-
cation, and activation. 

(c) Cooperation 

In implementing this section, the Secretary— 
(1) should address the general, special, and 

unique problems of water management exist-
ing in rural areas; 

(2) may take action independently or in co-
operation with Federal, State, public, or pri-
vate entities and agencies; and 

(3) shall cooperate with— 
(A) cooperatives, public or private organi-

zations, confederations, authorities, or other 
entities (including such entities that may be 
organized under multiple State agreements 
or compacts and entities created under 
State law) to carry out projects authorized 
under this section; and 

(B) water, watershed, and sewer authori-
ties, rural electric cooperatives, Federal 
agencies, and other State or local govern-
ments or agencies. 

(d) Regulations 

(1) The Secretary shall issue regulations to 
carry out this section. 

(2) Such regulations shall— 
(A) specify the terms and conditions that the 

entities described in subsections (a) and (c) of 
this section must meet in order to participate 
in programs carried out under this section; 

(B) establish a procedure under which enti-
ties described in subsections (a) and (c) of this 
section may apply for assistance under this 
section; and 

(C) foster cooperation between such entities 
and other Federal, State, or local agencies for 
the purposes of carrying out the provisions of 
this section. 

(e) ‘‘University’’ defined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘university’’ 
means— 

(1) a land grant university established under 
the Act of July 2, 1862 (known as the ‘‘First 
Morrill Act’’; 12 Stat. 503, chapter 130; 7 U.S.C. 
301 et seq.); 

(2) a land grant university established under 
the Act of August 30, 1890 (known as the ‘‘Sec-
ond Morrill Act’’; 26 Stat. 419, chapter 841; 7 
U.S.C. 321 et seq.); 

(3) the Tuskegee Institute; and 
(4) any other support research organization. 

(f) Funding 

(1) There are authorized to be appropriated 
each fiscal year such sums as are necessary to 
carry out this section. 

(2) The Secretary is authorized to accept funds 
from non-Federal sources to carry out the ac-
tivities authorized by this section. 

(g) No waivers 

Nothing in this section shall authorize the 
waiver of a cost-share requirement under a pro-
gram established under any other provision of 
law. 

(Pub. L. 100–387, title IV, § 401, Aug. 11, 1988, 102 
Stat. 956.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of July 2, 1862, referred to in subsec. (e)(1), is act 
July 2, 1862, ch. 130, 12 Stat. 503, as amended, popularly 
known as the First Morrill Act, which is classified gen-
erally to subchapter I (§ 301 et seq.) of chapter 13 of this 
title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 301 of 
this title and Tables. 

Act of August 30, 1890, referred to in subsec. (e)(2), is 
act Aug. 30, 1890, ch. 841, 26 Stat. 417, as amended, popu-
larly known as the Agricultural College Act of 1890 and 
also as the Second Morrill Act, which is classified gen-
erally to subchapter II (§ 321 et seq.) of chapter 13 of 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

this title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 321 of 
this title and Tables. 

§ 2204d. Encouragement of private contracting 

(a) In general 

For the purpose of promoting local job cre-
ation and private sector investment in rural 
communities, the Secretary of Agriculture is en-
couraged, where appropriate and feasible, to use 
private enterprise concerns located in rural 
areas, rather than government employees or 
government enterprises, to provide commercial 
activities or products to carry out the purposes 
of this title.1 

(b) Plan required 

The Secretary shall develop and implement a 
plan that will result in increasing the use of 
contracts awarded to private firms by the De-
partment of Agriculture, and maximizing the 
use of grant, loan, or other financial assistance 
made for the purpose of rural development to 
provide the goods and services purchased to 
carry out the purposes of this title.1 

(Pub. L. 101–624, title XXIII, § 2394, Nov. 28, 1990, 
104 Stat. 4057.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This title, referred to in text, is title XXIII of Pub. L. 
101–624, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3979, known as the Rural 
Economic Development Act of 1990. For complete clas-
sification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 
1990 Amendment note set out under section 1921 of this 
title and Tables. 

§ 2204e. Office of Risk Assessment and Cost-Bene-
fit Analysis 

(a) Office of Risk Assessment and Cost-Benefit 
Analysis 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall establish in 
the Department of Agriculture an Office of Risk 
Assessment and Cost-Benefit Analysis, which 
shall be under the direction of a Director ap-
pointed by the Secretary. 

(b) Functions 

The Director shall ensure that any regulatory 
analysis that is conducted under this section in-
cludes a risk assessment and cost-benefit analy-
sis that is performed consistently and uses rea-
sonably obtainable and sound scientific, tech-
nical, economic, and other data. 

(1) In general 

Effective six months after October 13, 1994, 
the Secretary of Agriculture shall publish in 
the Federal Register, for each proposed major 
regulation the primary purpose of which is to 
regulate issues of human health, human safe-
ty, or the environment that is promulgated by 
the Department after October 13, 1994, an 
analysis with as much specificity as prac-
ticable, of— 

(A) the risk, including the effect of the 
risk, to human health, human safety, or the 
environment, and any combination thereof, 
addressed by the regulation, including, 
where applicable and practicable, the health 

and safety risks to persons who are dis-
proportionately exposed or particularly sen-
sitive; 

(B) the costs associated with the imple-
mentation of, and compliance with, the reg-
ulation; 

(C) where appropriate and meaningful, a 
comparison of that risk relative to other 
similar risks regulated by the Department 
or other Federal Agency, resulting from 
comparable activities and exposure path-
ways (such comparisons should consider rel-
evant distinctions among risks, such as the 
voluntary or involuntary nature of risks and 
the preventability or nonpreventability of 
risks); and 

(D) the quantitative and qualitative bene-
fits of the regulation, including the reduc-
tion or prevention of risk expected from the 
regulation. 

Where such a regulatory analysis is not prac-
ticable because of compelling circumstances, 
the Director shall provide an explanation in 
lieu of conducting an analysis under this sec-
tion. 

(2) Evaluation 

The regulatory analysis referred to in para-
graph (1) should also contain a statement that 
the Secretary of Agriculture evaluated— 

(A) whether the regulation will advance 
the purpose of protecting against the risk 
referred to in paragraph (1)(A); and 

(B) whether the regulation will produce 
benefits and reduce risks to human health, 
human safety, or the environment, and any 
combination thereof, in a cost-effective 
manner as a result of the implementation of 
and compliance with the regulation, by 
local, State, and Federal Government and 
other public and private entities, as esti-
mated in paragraph (1)(B). 

(3) Construction 

This section shall not be construed to 
amend, modify, or alter any statute and shall 
not be subject to judicial review. This section 
shall not be construed to grant a cause of ac-
tion to any person. The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall perform the analyses required in 
this section in such a manner that does not 
delay the promulgation or implementation of 
regulations mandated by statute or judicial 
order. 

(c) ‘‘Major regulation’’ defined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘major regu-
lation’’ means any regulation that the Sec-
retary of Agriculture estimates is likely to have 
an annual impact on the economy of the United 
States of $100,000,000 in 1994 dollars. 

(Pub. L. 103–354, title III, § 304, Oct. 13, 1994, 108 
Stat. 3239.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 6912 of this title. 

§ 2205. Duties of former Commissioner of Agri-
culture transferred to Secretary 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized and 
directed to perform all the duties named in all 
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Acts of Congress in force on February 8, 1889, to 
be performed by the Commissioner of Agri-
culture. 

(Mar. 2, 1889, ch. 373, 25 Stat. 840; July 14, 1890, 
ch. 707, 26 Stat. 288.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 515 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 2206. Custody of property and records 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall have 
charge, in the building and premises appro-
priated to the department, of the library, fur-
niture, fixtures, records, and other property ap-
pertaining to it, or acquired for use in its busi-
ness. 

(R.S. § 525; Feb. 9, 1889, ch. 122, §§ 1, 4, 25 Stat. 
659.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 525 derived from act May 15, 1862, ch. 72, § 3, 12 
Stat. 387 and Res. Dec. 15, 1868, No. 1, 15 Stat. 343. 

Section was formerly classified to section 516 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Agriculture’’ substituted in text for 
‘‘Commissioner of Agriculture’’ pursuant to sections 1 
and 4 of act Feb. 9, 1889, which are classified to section 
2202 of this title. See, also, section 2205 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 2207. Reports 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall annually 
make a general report in writing of his acts to 
the President, in which he may recommend the 
publication of papers forming parts of or accom-
panying his report. He shall also make special 
reports on particular subjects whenever required 
to do so by the President or either House of Con-
gress, or when he shall think the subject in his 
charge requires it. 

(R.S. §§ 528, 529; Feb. 9, 1889, ch. 122, §§ 1, 4, 25 
Stat. 659; May 29, 1928, ch. 901, § 1(101), 45 Stat. 
993; Aug. 30, 1954, ch. 1076, § 1(6), 68 Stat. 966.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. §§ 528 and 529 derived from the following acts: 
May 15, 1862, ch. 72, § 3, 12 Stat. 387; Mar. 2, 1867, § 1, 14 
Stat. 440, 445. 

Section was formerly classified to section 557 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1954—Act Aug. 30, 1954, struck out provision in first 
sentence which required that the annual report should 
contain an account of all moneys received and ex-
pended by the Secretary. 

1928—Act May 29, 1928, struck out requirement that 
there be included a statement of expenditures from 
contingent appropriations. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Agriculture’’ substituted in text for 
‘‘Commissioner of Agriculture’’ pursuant to sections 1 
and 4 of act Feb. 9, 1889, which are classified to section 
2202 of this title. See, also, section 2205 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

UNAVAILABILITY OF DEPARTMENT FUNDS TO PRODUCE 
PART 2 OF ANNUAL REPORT 

Pub. L. 103–111, title I, Oct. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 1048, pro-
vided in part: ‘‘That hereafter, none of the funds avail-
able to the Department of Agriculture may be used to 
produce part 2 of the annual report of the Secretary 
(known as the Yearbook of Agriculture).’’ 

§ 2207a. Reports to Congress on obligation and 
expenditure 

(a)(1) Not later than 20 days after the end of 
each fiscal year, the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall (A) submit to Congress a report on the 
amounts obligated and expended by the Depart-
ment during that fiscal year for the procure-
ment of advisory and assistance services, and 
(B) transmit a copy of such report to the Comp-
troller General of the United States. 

(2) Each report submitted under paragraph (1) 
shall include a list with the following informa-
tion: 

(A) All contracts awarded for the procure-
ment of advisory and assistance services dur-
ing the fiscal year and the amount of each 
contract. 

(B) The purpose of each contract. 
(C) The justification for the award of each 

contract and the reason the work cannot be 
performed by civil servants. 

(b) The Comptroller General of the United 
States shall review the reports submitted under 
subsection (a) of this section and transmit to 
Congress any comments and recommendations 
the Comptroller General considers appropriate 
regarding the matter contained in such reports. 

(Pub. L. 101–161, title VI, § 641, Nov. 21, 1989, 103 
Stat. 986.) 

§ 2208. Expenditure of appropriations; account-
ing 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall direct and 
superintend the expenditure of all money appro-
priated to the Department and render accounts 
thereof. 

(R.S. § 3677; Feb. 9, 1889, ch. 122, §§ 1, 4, 25 Stat. 
659.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 3677 derived act May 15, 1882, ch. 72, § 3, 12 Stat. 
388. 
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Section was formerly classified to section 557a of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Agriculture’’ substituted in text for 
‘‘Commissioner of Agriculture’’ pursuant to sections 1 
and 4 of act Feb. 9, 1889, which are classified to section 
2202 of this title. See, also, section 2205 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 2209. Additional statement of expenditures 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall furnish 
proper vouchers and accounts for the sums ap-
propriated for the Department of Agriculture to 
the General Accounting Office. 

(Mar. 3, 1885, ch. 338, § 2, 23 Stat. 356; Aug. 11, 
1916, ch. 313, 39 Stat. 492; June 10, 1921, ch. 18 
§ 301, 42 Stat. 23; May 29, 1928, ch. 901, § 1(88), 45 
Stat. 992.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 558 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

‘‘General Accounting Office’’ substituted in text for 
‘‘accounting officers of the Treasury’’ on authority of 
act June 10, 1921. 

AMENDMENTS 

1928—Act May 29, 1928, struck out requirement that 
Secretary of Agriculture present to Congress a detailed 
statement of the expenditure of all appropriations for 
the Department for the preceding fiscal year. 

1916—Act Aug. 11, 1916, amended section generally. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 2209a. Advances to chiefs of field parties 

On and after October 28, 1991, advances of 
money to chiefs of field parties from any appro-
priation for the Department of Agriculture may 
be made by authority of the Secretary of Agri-
culture. 

(Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 706, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 911.) 

§ 2209b. Availability of appropriations 

New obligational authority provided for the 
following appropriation items in this Act shall 
remain available until expended (7 U.S.C. 2209b): 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, the 
contingency fund to meet emergency conditions, 
and integrated systems acquisition project; Con-
solidated Farm Service Agency, salaries and ex-
penses funds made available to county commit-
tees; and Foreign Agricultural Service, middle- 
income country training program. 

New obligational authority for the boll weevil 
program; up to 10 percent of the screwworm pro-

gram of the Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service; Food Safety and Inspection Service, 
field automation and information management 
project; funds appropriated for rental payments; 
funds for the Native American institutions en-
dowment fund in the Cooperative State Re-
search, Education, and Extension Service, and 
funds for the competitive research grants (7 
U.S.C. 450i(b)) shall remain available until ex-
pended. 

(Pub. L. 104–37, title VII, § 705, Oct. 21, 1995, 109 
Stat. 329.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 104–37, Oct. 21, 
1995, 109 Stat. 299, known as the Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1996. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the appropriation act cited as the 
credit to this section. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 103–330, title VII, § 705, Sept. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 
2466. 

Pub. L. 103–111, title VII, § 706, Oct. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 
1078. 

Pub. L. 102–341, title VII, § 706, Aug. 14, 1992, 106 Stat. 
907. 

Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 708, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 
911. 

Pub. L. 101–506, title VI, § 608, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1346. 

Pub. L. 101–161, title VI, § 608, Nov. 21, 1989, 103 Stat. 
982. 

Pub. L. 100–460, title VI, § 608, Oct. 1, 1988, 102 Stat. 
2260. 

Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(k) [title VI, § 608], Dec. 22, 1987, 
101 Stat. 1329–322, 1329–354. 

Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(a) [title VI, § 608], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1783, 1783–27, and Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(a) [title VI, 
§ 608], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341, 3341–27. 

Pub. L. 99–190, § 101(a) [H.R. 3037, title VI, § 608], Dec. 
19, 1985, 99 Stat. 1185. 

Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(a) [H.R. 5743, title VI, 
§ 608], Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 1837. 

Pub. L. 98–151, § 101(d) [H.R. 3223, title VI, § 608], Nov. 
14, 1983, 97 Stat. 972. 

Pub. L. 97–370, title VI, § 608, Dec. 18, 1982, 96 Stat. 
1810. 

Pub. L. 97–103, title VI, § 608, Dec. 23, 1981, 95 Stat. 
1488. 

Pub. L. 96–528, title VI, § 608, Dec. 15, 1980, 94 Stat. 
3116. 

Pub. L. 96–108, title VI, § 607, Nov. 9, 1979, 93 Stat. 841. 
Pub. L. 95–448, title VI, § 607, Oct. 11, 1978, 92 Stat. 

1092. 
Pub. L. 95–97, title VI, § 608, Aug. 12, 1977, 91 Stat. 828. 
Pub. L. 94–351, title VI, § 608, July 12, 1976, 90 Stat. 868. 
Pub. L. 94–122, title VI, § 611, Oct. 21, 1975, 89 Stat. 667. 

§ 2209c. Use of funds for one-year contracts to be 
performed in two fiscal years 

On and after October 28, 1991, funds appro-
priated to the Department of Agriculture and 
the Food and Drug Administration may be used 
for one-year contracts which are to be per-
formed in two fiscal years so long as the total 
amount for such contracts is obligated in the 
year for which the funds are appropriated. 

(Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 725, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 913.) 
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§ 2209d. Statement of percentage and dollar 
amount of Federal funding 

On and after October 28, 1991, the Department 
of Agriculture, when issuing statements, press 
releases, requests for proposals, bid solicita-
tions, and other documents describing projects 
or programs funded in whole or in part with Fed-
eral money, all grantees receiving Federal 
funds, including but not limited to State and 
local governments, shall clearly state (1) the 
percentage of the total cost of the program or 
project which will be financed with Federal 
money, and (2) the dollar amount of Federal 
funds for the project or program. 

(Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 733, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 914.) 

§ 2209e. Prohibition on payments to parties in-
volved with prohibited drug-producing 
plants 

On and after October 21, 1993, none of the funds 
available to the Department of Agriculture may 
be used to make production or other payments 
to a person, persons, or corporations upon a 
final finding by court of competent jurisdiction 
that such party is guilty of growing, cultivating, 
harvesting, processing or storing marijuana, or 
other such prohibited drug-producing plants on 
any part of lands owned or controlled by such 
persons or corporations. 

(Pub. L. 103–111, title VII, § 704, Oct. 21, 1993, 107 
Stat. 1078.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 102–341, title VII, § 704, Aug. 14, 1992, 106 Stat. 
907. 

Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 705, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 Stat. 
911. 

Pub. L. 101–506, title VI, § 605, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1346. 

Pub. L. 101–161, title VI, § 605, Nov. 21, 1989, 103 Stat. 
982. 

Pub. L. 100–460, title VI, § 605, Oct. 1, 1988, 102 Stat. 
2259. 

Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(k) [title VI, § 605], Dec. 22, 1987, 
101 Stat. 1329–322, 1329–353. 

§ 2210. Deputy Secretary of Agriculture; appoint-
ment 

There is established in the Department of Ag-
riculture the position of Deputy Secretary of 
Agriculture, to be appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate. 

(Mar. 26, 1934, ch. 89, title I, 48 Stat. 467; Oct. 19, 
1976, Pub. L. 94–561, § 1(c)(1), 90 Stat. 2643.) 

CODIFICATION 

Provisions of this section which prescribed the basic 
compensation of the Under Secretary were omitted to 
conform to the provisions of act July 31, 1956. See sec-
tion 5314 of Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees. 

Section was formerly classified to section 514a of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–561 substituted ‘‘Deputy Secretary of 
Agriculture’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary of Agriculture’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–561 effective Oct. 19, 1976, 
see section 5 of Pub. L. 94–561, set out as a note under 
section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953, Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

STATUS OF INCUMBENT UNDER SECRETARY OF 
AGRICULTURE 

Section 1(d) of Pub. L. 94–561 provided that: ‘‘The offi-
cer occupying the position of Under Secretary of Agri-
culture, on the date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 19, 
1976], may assume the duties of the Deputy Secretary 
of Agriculture. The individual assuming such duties 
shall not be required to be reappointed by reason of the 
enactment of this Act.’’ 

§ 2211. Powers and duties of Deputy Secretary of 
Agriculture 

The Deputy Secretary of Agriculture is au-
thorized to exercise the functions and perform 
the duties of the first assistant of the Secretary 
of Agriculture within the meaning of section 
3345 of title 5 and shall perform such other du-
ties as may be required by law or prescribed by 
the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(June 5, 1939, ch. 181, 53 Stat. 809; Oct. 19, 1976, 
Pub. L. 94–561, § 1(c)(2), 90 Stat. 2643.) 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘Section 3345 of title 5’’ substituted in text for ‘‘sec-
tion 177 of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
(U.S.C., title 5, sec. 4)’’ on authority of Pub. L. 89–554, 
§ 7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, the first section of 
which enacted Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

Section was formerly classified to section 514b of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–561 substituted ‘‘Deputy Secretary of 
Agriculture’’ for Under Secretary of Agriculture. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 94–561 effective Oct. 19, 1976, 
see section 5 of Pub. L. 94–561, set out as a note under 
section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

§ 2211a. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 95–501, title V, § 501(a), Oct. 21, 1978, 
92 Stat. 1691, which related to establishment in Depart-
ment of Agriculture of position of Under Secretary of 
Agriculture for International Affairs and Commodity 
Programs, was omitted in the complete revision of Pub. 
L. 95–501 by Pub. L. 101–624, title XV, § 1531, Nov. 28, 
1990, 104 Stat. 3668. See section 5691 of this title. 

REDESIGNATION OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF AGRI-
CULTURE FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND COMMOD-
ITY PROGRAMS 

Section 501(c) of Pub. L. 95–501, which prohibited the 
use of the designation of ‘‘Assistant Secretary of Agri-
culture for International Affairs and Commodity Pro-
grams’’ after Oct. 21, 1978, was omitted in the complete 



Page 1163 TITLE 7—AGRICULTURE § 2217 

revision of Pub. L. 95–501 by Pub. L. 101–624, title XV, 
§ 1531, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3668. 

§§ 2211b to 2212c. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–354, title 
II, §§ 218(e)(2)–(6), 231(f)(1), Oct. 13, 1994, 108 
Stat. 3213, 3219 

Section 2211b, Pub. L. 96–355, § 3(a), Sept. 24, 1980, 94 
Stat. 1173, authorized appointment of an Under Sec-
retary of Agriculture for Small Community and Rural 
Development. 

Section 2212, acts Feb. 9, 1889, ch. 122, § 2, 25 Stat. 659; 
June 30, 1906, ch. 3913, 34 Stat. 670, authorized appoint-
ment of an Assistant Secretary of Agriculture. 

Section 2212a, Pub. L. 92–419, title VI, § 604(a), Aug. 30, 
1972, 86 Stat. 676, authorized appointment of an addi-
tional Assistant Secretary of Agriculture. 

Section 2212b, Pub. L. 94–561, § 2, Oct. 19, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2643, authorized appointment of an additional Assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture. 

Section 2212c, Pub. L. 97–325, § 8(a), Oct. 15, 1982, 96 
Stat. 1605, authorized appointment of an additional As-
sistant Secretary of Agriculture. 

§ 2213. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, acts June 5, 1952, ch. 369, ch. XI, § 1101, 66 
Stat. 121; 1953 Reorg. Plan No. 2, § 3, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 
F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633; June 28, 1955, ch. 189, § 12(c)(16), 
69 Stat. 182; Aug. 14, 1964, Pub. L. 88–426, title III, § 307, 
78 Stat. 432, related to the position of Assistant Sec-
retary of Agriculture for Administration established by 
section 3 of Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1953. Section 3 of 
Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1953 was repealed by Pub. L. 97–325, 
§ 8(d), Oct. 15, 1982, 96 Stat. 1606. See section 2212c of 
this title. 

Section was formerly classified to section 517b of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2214. General Counsel; appointment 

(a) The President shall appoint on and after 
July 31, 1956, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, a General Counsel of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

(b) The existing office of General Counsel of 
the Department of Agriculture shall be abol-
ished effective upon the appointment and quali-
fication of the General Counsel provided for by 
subsection (a) of this section or April 1, 1957, 
whichever is earlier. 

(July 31, 1956, ch. 804, title III, § 301, 70 Stat. 742.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on that part of section 301 of act 
July 31, 1956, relating to the General Counsel of the De-
partment of Agriculture. That part of such section 301 
relating to the General Counsel of the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare [now Health and 
Human Services], is classified to section 3504 of Title 
42, The Public Health and Welfare. That part of such 
section 301 relating to the General Counsel of the Post 
Office Department was enacted as section 307 of Title 39 
by Pub. L. 86–682, Sept. 2, 1960, 74 Stat. 580. Such provi-
sions were eliminated from Title 39 by the Postal Reor-
ganization Act, Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 719. 

Section was formerly classified to section 518a of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Compensation of General Counsel, see section 5315 of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 2215. Chief clerk 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall appoint a 
chief clerk. 

(R.S. § 523; Feb. 9, 1889, ch. 122, §§ 1, 4, 25 Stat. 659; 
Feb. 10, 1925, ch. 200, 43 Stat. 822.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 523 derived from act May 15, 1862, ch. 72, § 4, 12 
Stat. 388. 

Section was formerly classified to section 519 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Agriculture’’ substituted in text for 
‘‘Commissioner of Agriculture’’ pursuant to sections 1 
and 4 of act Feb. 9, 1889, which are classified to section 
2202 of this title. See, also, section 2205 of this title. 

§ 2216. Repealed. Pub. L. 92–310, title II, § 221(a), 
June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 205 

Section, R.S. § 524; acts Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 177, § 5, 28 
Stat. 807; May 10, 1934, ch. 277, § 512(b), 48 Stat. 759, re-
lated to the bond of the chief clerk of the Department 
of Agriculture. 

Section was formerly classified to section 520 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2217. Oaths, affirmations, and affidavits taken 
by officers, agents, or employees of Depart-
ment; use and effect 

Such officers, agents, or employees of the De-
partment of Agriculture of the United States as 
are designated by the Secretary of Agriculture 
for the purpose are authorized and empowered to 
administer to or take from any person an oath, 
affirmation, or affidavit whenever such oath, af-
firmation, or affidavit is for use in any prosecu-
tion or proceeding under or in the enforcement 
of any law committed to or which may be com-
mitted to the Secretary of Agriculture or the 
Department of Agriculture or any bureau or sub-
division thereof for administration. Any such 
oath, affirmation, or affidavit administered or 
taken by or before such officer, agent, or em-
ployee when certified under his hand and au-
thenticated by the seal of the Department of Ag-
riculture may be offered or used in any court of 
the United States and shall have like force and 
effect as if administered or taken before a clerk 
of such court without further proof of the iden-
tity or authority of such officer, agent, or em-
ployee. 

(Jan. 31, 1925, ch. 124, § 1, 43 Stat. 803.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 521 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR PERSONNEL 

Provisions of this section were made applicable to 
such officers, agents, or employees of Department of 
the Interior performing functions of former Bureau of 
Biological Survey as are designated by Secretary of the 
Interior for purposes named herein by 1939 Reorg. Plan 
No. II, § 4(g), eff. July 1, 1939, 4 F.R. 2731, 53 Stat. 1433, 
set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organi-
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zation and Employees. See also sections 401 to 404 of 
said plan for provisions relating to transfer of func-
tions, records, property, personnel, and funds. Bureau 
of Biological Survey was subsequently consolidated 
with Bureau of Fisheries into Fish and Wildlife Service 
in Department of the Interior by 1940 Reorg. Plan No. 
III, § 3, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2107, 54 Stat. 1232, also 
set out in the Appendix to Title 5. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Power to administer oaths, examine witnesses, or re-
quire production of books, etc., in performance of du-
ties required of Bureau of Agricultural Economics, see 
section 420 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 2218 of this title. 

§ 2218. Fee for administering or taking oaths, af-
firmations, and affidavits 

No officer, agent, or employee of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture shall demand or accept any 
fee or compensation whatsoever for administer-
ing or taking any oath, affirmation, or affidavit 
under the authority conferred by section 2217 of 
this title. 

(Jan. 31, 1925, ch. 124, § 2, 43 Stat. 803.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 522 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR PERSONNEL 

Application to Department of the Interior employees, 
see note under section 2217 of this title. 

§ 2219. Salaries; how paid 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized and 
directed to pay the salary of each employee 
from the roll of the bureau, independent divi-
sion, or office in which the employee is working, 
and no other. 

(Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1280.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 528 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2220. Certain officials and employees of Depart-
ment and others not subject to restriction on 
payment of compensation to Government of-
ficials and employees 

The officials and the employees of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture engaged in the activities 
described in section 450b of this title and paid in 
whole or in part out of funds contributed as pro-
vided therein, and the persons, corporations, or 
associations making contributions as therein 
provided, shall not be subject to the provisions 
of section 209 of title 18; nor shall any official or 
employee engaged in the cooperative activities 

of the Forest Service, or the persons, corpora-
tions, or associations contributing to such ac-
tivities be subject to such section. 

(July 24, 1919, ch. 26, 41 Stat. 270; Sept. 3, 1954, 
ch. 1263, § 5, 68 Stat. 1227.) 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘Section 209 of title 18’’ substituted in text for ‘‘sec-
tion 1914 of title 18’’ on authority of section 2 of Pub. 
L. 87–849, Oct. 23, 1962, 76 Stat. 1126, which repealed sec-
tion 1914 and supplanted it with section 209, and which 
provided that exemptions from section 1914 shall be 
deemed exemptions from section 209. For further de-
tails, see Exemptions note set out under section 281 of 
Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

Section was formerly classified to sections 67 and 564 
of Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment 
of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. Thereafter, 
section was classified to section 450h of this title prior 
to its transfer to this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1954—Act Sept. 3, 1954, substituted ‘‘section 1914 of 
title 18’’ for reference to proviso in Act of March 3, 1917 
(5 U.S.C. 66). 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 16 section 743. 

§ 2221. Details of persons from or to office of Sec-
retary 

Details may be made from or to the office of 
the Secretary when necessary and the services 
of the person whom it is proposed to detail are 
not required in that office. 

(Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1280.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 530 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2222. Details of law clerks 

Law clerks may be detailed by the Secretary 
of Agriculture for service in or out of Washing-
ton. 

(Mar. 4, 1911, ch. 238, 36 Stat. 1236.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 531 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2223. Details of employees from and to library 
and bureaus and offices 

Employees of the library may be temporarily 
detailed by the Secretary of Agriculture for li-
brary service in the bureaus and offices of the 
department, and employees of the bureaus and 
offices of the department engaged in library 
work may also be temporarily detailed to the li-
brary. 

(Mar. 4, 1911, ch. 238, 36 Stat. 1261.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The library, referred to in text, is the library of the 
Department of Agriculture, known as the National Ag-
ricultural Library. 
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CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 532 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 2224. Details of employees from and to Division 
of Accounts and Disbursements and bureaus 
and offices; traveling expenses 

Employees of the Division of Accounts and 
Disbursements may be detailed by the Secretary 
of Agriculture for accounting and disbursing 
work in any of the bureaus and offices of the de-
partment for duty in or out of the city of Wash-
ington, and employees of the bureaus and offices 
of the department may also be detailed to the 
Division of Accounts and Disbursements for 
duty in or out of the city of Washington, travel-
ing expenses of employees so detailed to be paid 
from the appropriation of the bureau or office in 
connection with which such travel is performed. 

(Aug. 10, 1912, ch. 284, 37 Stat. 294.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Division of Accounts and Disbursements, referred 
to in text, was a division of the Department of Agri-
culture at the time of enactment of this section. The 
activities of that Division are now performed by the 
various departmental offices in the Department of Ag-
riculture under the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture 
for Administration. In a similar consolidation of oper-
ations, but one carried out in a different department, 
the Division of Disbursement and certain other offices 
and agencies and their functions in the Treasury De-
partment were consolidated into the Fiscal Service of 
the Treasury Department by 1940 Reorg. Plan No. III, 
§ 1(a), eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2107, 54 Stat. 1231, set out 
in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 533 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 2224a. Utilization of employees of agencies for 
part-time and intermittent assistance to 
other agencies; exclusion of overtime result-
ing from natural disasters from staff year 
ceilings 

On and after October 28, 1991, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, employees of the 
agencies of the Department of Agriculture, in-
cluding employees of the Agricultural Stabiliza-
tion and Conservation county committees, may 
be utilized to provide part-time and intermit-
tent assistance to other agencies of the Depart-
ment, without reimbursement, during periods 

when they are not otherwise fully utilized, and 
ceilings on full-time equivalent staff years es-
tablished for or by the Department of Agri-
culture shall exclude overtime as well as staff 
years expended as a result of carrying out pro-
grams associated with natural disasters, such as 
forest fires, droughts, floods, and other acts of 
God. 

(Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 711, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 912.) 

§ 2225. Employment of temporary personnel 

The Department of Agriculture may employ 
persons or organizations, on a temporary basis, 
by contract or otherwise: Provided, That no ex-
penditures for such temporary employment 
shall be made unless provision is made therefor 
in the applicable appropriation and the cost 
thereof is not in excess of limitations prescribed 
therein. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title VII, § 706(a), 58 Stat. 
742; Ex. Ord. No. 9577, June 29, 1945, 10 F.R. 4253.) 

CODIFICATION 

This section was enacted as a part of the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 

First sentence of section which related to the author-
ity of the War Food Administrator to employ personnel 
was omitted on the authority of Ex. Ord. No. 9577, 
which terminated the War Food Administration. 

The exception from ‘‘the Classification Act of 1923, as 
amended’’ was omitted as obsolete. Sections 1202 and 
1204 of the Classification Act of 1949 (63 Stat. 972, 973) 
repealed the 1923 Act and all laws or parts of laws in-
consistent with the 1949 Act. While section 1106(a) of 
the 1949 Act provided that references in other laws to 
the 1923 Act should be held and considered to mean the 
1949 Act, it did not have the effect of continuing the ex-
ception contained in this section because of section 
1106(b) that provided that the application of the 1949 
Act to any position, officer, or employee shall not be 
affected by section 1106(a). The Classification Act of 
1949 was repealed by Pub. L. 89–544, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 
80 Stat. 632 (section 1 of which revised and enacted 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, into 
law). Section 5102 of Title 5 now contains the applica-
bility provisions of the 1949 Act. 

Section was formerly classified to section 574 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Employment of personnel by the Agriculture Adjust-
ment Agency, see section 610 of this title. 

Temporary or intermittent employment of experts 
and consultants, see section 3109 of Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees. 

§ 2225a. Contracts for consulting services 

On and after October 28, 1991, the expenditure 
of any appropriation for the Department of Ag-
riculture for any consulting service through pro-
curement contract, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3109, 
shall be limited to those contracts where such 
expenditures are a matter of public record and 
available for public inspection, except where 
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otherwise provided under existing law, or under 
existing Executive order issued pursuant to ex-
isting law. 

(Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 701, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 911.) 

§ 2225b. Personal service contracts for veterinar-
ians 

On and after October 28, 1991, provisions of law 
prohibiting or restricting personal services con-
tracts shall not apply to veterinarians employed 
by the Department to take animal blood sam-
ples, test and vaccinate animals, and perform 
branding and tagging activities on a fee-for- 
service basis. 

(Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 723, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 913.) 

§ 2226. Employment of persons for forest fire 
fighting, pest control, and handling of ani-
mals 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, 
the Department is authorized on and after Au-
gust 31, 1951, to employ or otherwise contract 
with persons at regular rates of pay for nec-
essary hours of work for emergency forest fire 
fighting and pest control and for handling of 
animals, including dairy cattle, without regard 
to Sundays, Federal holidays, and the regular 
workweek. 

(Aug. 31, 1951, ch. 374, title IV, § 407, 65 Stat. 246.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 574a of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2227. Traveling expenses 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
purchase from appropriations made for traveling 
expenses for employees of the Department of Ag-
riculture, mileage and mileage books, at com-
mercial rates, in the manner in which such mile-
age or mileage books are usually purchased. 

(Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1281.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 538 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

REPEAL 

Insofar as the provisions of this section relating to 
subsistence may conflict with those of sections 821 to 
823, and 827 to 833 of former Title 5, which are now cov-
ered by sections 102, 105, 2105, 2106, 5701, 5705, 5707 and 
5708 of Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees, they were repealed by section 829 of former Title 5, 
which is now covered by section 5708 of Title 5. 

§ 2228. Emergency subsistence for employees 

The Department of Agriculture is authorized 
to furnish subsistence to employees without 
consideration as, or deduction from, the com-
pensation of such employees where warranted by 
emergency condition connected with the work 
under such regulations as the Secretary of Agri-
culture may prescribe. 

(Aug. 3, 1956, ch. 950, § 5, 70 Stat. 1033.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 541d of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2229. Travel and per diem expenses of tem-
porary or seasonal employees 

Under such regulations as may be prescribed 
by the Secretary of Agriculture, funds available 
to the Department of Agriculture may be used 
for the payment of transportation expenses and 
per diem in lieu of subsistence expenses, in ac-
cordance with subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 
5, for travel between places of recruitment and 
duty, and while at places of duty, of persons ap-
pointed for temporary or seasonal services in in-
spection, classing or grading agricultural com-
modities. 

(Aug. 3, 1956, ch. 950, § 12, 70 Stat. 1034.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 541e of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

‘‘Subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘the Travel Expense Act of 1949’’ on authority 
of Pub. L. 89–554, § 7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, the 
first section of which enacted Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees. 

§ 2230. Employees in Alaska; subsistence, equip-
ment, and supplies 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
furnish subsistence to employees of the United 
States Department of Agriculture in the Terri-
tory of Alaska, and to purchase personal equip-
ment and supplies for them, and to make deduc-
tions to meet the cost thereof from any money 
appropriated for salary payments or otherwise 
due such employees. 

(Feb. 16, 1931, ch. 200, 46 Stat. 1162.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 543a of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

REPEAL 

Insofar as the provisions of this section relating to 
subsistence may conflict with those of sections 821 to 
823, and 827 to 833 of former Title 5, which are now cov-
ered by sections 102, 105, 2105, 2106, 5701, 5705, 5707 and 
5708 of Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees, they were repealed by section 829 of former Title 5, 
which is now covered by section 5708 of Title 5. 

ADMISSION OF ALASKA AS STATE 

Admission of Alaska into the Union was accom-
plished Jan. 3, 1959, on issuance of Proc. No. 3269, Jan. 
3, 1959, 24 F.R. 81, 73 Stat. c16, as required by sections 
1 and 8(c) of Pub. L. 85–508, July 7, 1958, 72 Stat 339, set 
out as notes preceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories 
and Insular Possessions. 

§ 2231. Official expenses of employees stationed 
abroad 

Employees of the Department of Agriculture 
stationed abroad may, with the approval of the 
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Secretary of Agriculture, enter into leases for 
official quarters, for periods not exceeding one 
year, and may pay rent, telephone, subscriptions 
to publications, and other charges incident to 
the conduct of their offices and the discharge of 
their duties, in advance, in any foreign country 
where custom or practice requires payment in 
advance. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title VII, § 705(c), 58 Stat. 
742.) 

CODIFICATION 

This section was enacted as part of the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 

Section was formerly classified to section 543b of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following Department of Agriculture Ap-
propriation Acts: 

June 28, 1944, ch. 296, 58 Stat. 426. 
July 12, 1943, ch. 215, 57 Stat. 393. 
July 22, 1942, ch. 516, 56 Stat. 665. 
July 1, 1941, ch. 267, 55 Stat. 409. 
June 25, 1940, ch. 421, 54 Stat. 532. 
June 30, 1939, ch. 253, title I, 53 Stat. 940. 
June 16, 1938, ch. 464, title I, 52 Stat. 711. 
June 29, 1937, ch. 404, 50 Stat. 395. 

§ 2231a. Reimbursement of employees for costs of 
State licenses and certification fees 

On and after October 28, 1991, notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, any appropriations 
or funds available to the agencies of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture may be used to reimburse 
employees for the cost of State licenses and cer-
tification fees pursuant to their Department of 
Agriculture position and that are necessary to 
comply with State laws, regulations, and re-
quirements. 

(Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 738, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 915.) 

§ 2231b. First amendment rights of employees of 
the United States Department of Agriculture 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
no employee of the United States Department of 
Agriculture shall be peremptorily removed, on 
or after February 15, 1994, from the position of 
the employee without an opportunity for a pub-
lic or nonpublic hearing, at the option of the 
employee, because of remarks made during per-
sonal time in opposition to policies, or proposed 
policies, of the Department, including policies 
or proposed policies regarding homosexuals. Any 
employee removed on or after February 15, 1994, 
without the opportunity for such a hearing shall 
be reinstated to the position of the employee 
pending such a hearing. 

(Pub. L. 103–354, title III, § 302, Oct. 13, 1994, 108 
Stat. 3239.) 

§ 2232. Stenographic reporting service 

The Department of Agriculture is authorized 
to contract for stenographic reporting services. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title VII, § 705(b), 58 Stat. 
742.) 

CODIFICATION 

This section was enacted as part of the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 

Section was formerly classified to section 520a of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following Department of Agriculture Ap-
propriation Acts, and were repealed by Pub. L. 89–554, 
§ 8(a), Sept 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 632: 

June 28, 1944, ch. 296, 58 Stat. 426. 
July 12, 1943, ch. 215, 57 Stat. 392. 
July 22, 1942, ch. 516, 56 Stat. 665. 
July 1, 1941, ch. 267, 55 Stat. 408. 
June 25, 1940, ch. 421, 54 Stat. 532. 
June 30, 1939, ch. 253, title I, 53 Stat. 940. 
June 16, 1938, ch. 464, title I, 52 Stat. 711. 
June 29, 1937, ch. 404, 50 Stat. 395. 
June 4, 1936, ch. 489, 49 Stat. 1421. 
May 17, 1935, ch. 131, title I, § 1, 49 Stat. 248. 
Mar. 26, 1934, ch. 89, 48 Stat. 468. 
Mar. 3, 1933, ch. 203, 47 Stat. 1432. 
July 7, 1932, ch. 443, 47 Stat. 610. 
Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 278, 46 Stat. 1243. 
May 27, 1930, ch. 341, 46 Stat. 393. 
Feb. 16, 1929, ch. 227, 45 Stat. 1190. 
May 16, 1928, ch. 572, 45 Stat. 540. 
Jan. 18, 1927, ch. 39, 44 Stat. 977. 
May 11, 1926, ch. 286, 44 Stat. 500. 

§ 2233. Funds available for expenses of advisory 
committees 

Funds available for carrying out the activities 
of the Department of Agriculture shall be avail-
able for expenses of advisory committees, in-
cluding travel expenses in accordance with the 
provisions of section 5703 of title 5. 

(Aug. 3, 1956, ch. 950, § 4, 70 Stat. 1033.) 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘Section 5703 of title 5’’ substituted in text for ‘‘sec-
tion 5 of the Administrative Expenses Act of 1946, as 
amended’’ on authority of Pub. L. 89–554, § 7(b), Sept. 6, 
1966, 80 Stat. 631, the first section of which enacted 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

Section was formerly classified to section 541c of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2234. Purchases for bureaus from appropria-
tions for contingent expenses 

The Secretary of Agriculture may purchase 
stationery, supplies, furniture, and miscellane-
ous materials from this appropriation for con-
tingent expenses and transfer the same at actual 
cost to the various bureaus, divisions, and of-
fices of the Department of Agriculture in the 
city of Washington, reimbursement therefor to 
be made to such appropriation by said bureaus, 
divisions, and offices from their lump-fund ap-
propriations by transfer settlements through 
the Treasury Department. 

(Aug. 10, 1912, ch. 284, 37 Stat. 296.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 542 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Budgetary appropriations for Department of Agri-
culture, see section 101 et seq. of Title 31, Money and 
Finance. 
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General Accounting Office to exercise some of func-
tions formerly exercised by Treasury Department, see 
section 701 et seq. of Title 31, Money and Finance. 

§ 2235. Working capital fund established; use of 
central services by bureaus, etc., of the De-
partment 

A working capital fund of $400,000 is estab-
lished without fiscal year limitation, for the 
payment of salaries and other expenses nec-
essary to the maintenance and operation of (1) 
central duplicating, photographic, and tabulat-
ing services, (2) a central motor-transport serv-
ice for the maintenance, repair, and operation of 
motor-transport vehicles and other equipment, 
(3) a central supply service for the purchase, 
storage, handling, issuance, packing, or shipping 
of stationery, supplies, equipment, blank forms, 
and miscellaneous materials, for which stocks 
thereof, not to exceed $200,000 in value (except 
for the value of blank forms) at the close of any 
fiscal year, may be maintained sufficient to 
meet, in whole or in part, requirements of the 
bureaus and offices of the Department in the 
city of Washington and elsewhere, and (4) such 
other services as the Secretary, with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, determines may be performed 
more advantageously as central services; said 
fund to be credited with advances or reimburse-
ments from applicable funds of bureaus, offices, 
and agencies for which services are performed on 
the basis of rates which shall include estimated 
or actual charges for personal services, mate-
rials, equipment (including maintenance, re-
pairs, and depreciation) and other expenses: Pro-

vided, That such advances shall not be available 
for any period beyond that provided by the Act 
appropriating the funds: Provided further, That 
such central services shall, to the fullest extent 
practicable, be used to make unnecessary the 
maintenance of separate like services in the bu-
reaus, offices, and agencies of the department. 

(July 12, 1943, ch. 215, 57 Stat. 393; Aug. 4, 1965, 
Pub. L. 89–106, § 7, 79 Stat. 432; 1970 Reorg. Plan 
No. 2, § 102, eff. July 1, 1970, 35 F.R. 7959, 84 Stat. 
2085.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 542–1 of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1965—Pub. L. 89–106 substituted ‘‘credited with ad-
vances or reimbursements’’ for ‘‘reimbursed’’ and in-
serted ‘‘That such advances shall not be available for 
any period beyond that provided by the Act appropriat-
ing the funds: Provided further,’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions vested by law (including reorganization 
plan) in Bureau of the Budget or Director of Bureau of 
the Budget transferred to President by section 101 of 
1970 Reorg. Plan No. 2. Section 102 of 1970 Reorg. Plan 
No. 2, redesignated Bureau of the Budget as Office of 
Management and Budget and offices of Director, Dep-
uty Director, and Assistant Directors of Bureau of the 
Budget as Director, Deputy Director, and Assistant Di-
rectors of Office of Management and Budget, respec-
tively. Section 103 of 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 2, transferred 
records, property, personnel and funds of Bureau of the 

Budget to Office of Management and Budget. See Part 
I of Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1970, set out in the Ap-
pendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees. 

§ 2236. Working capital fund for Agricultural Re-
search Center; establishment 

There is established a working capital fund of 
$300,000, to be available without fiscal year limi-
tation, for expenses necessary for furnishing fa-
cilities and services by the Agricultural Re-
search Center to Government agencies. Said 
fund shall be reimbursed from applicable appro-
priations or other funds to cover the charges for 
such facilities and services, including handling 
and related charges, for equipment rentals (in-
cluding depreciation, maintenance, and repairs), 
for supplies, equipment and materials, stores of 
which may be maintained at the Center, and for 
building construction, alterations, and repairs, 
and applicable appropriations or other funds 
may also be charged their proportionate share of 
the necessary general expenses of the Center not 
covered by the annual appropriation. 

(Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, Ch. VI, title I, § 101, 64 
Stat. 658.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 542–2 of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2237. Use of field work funds for employment of 
men with equipment, etc. 

Funds available for field work in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture shall be available for em-
ployment by contract or otherwise of men with 
equipment, boats, work animals, animal-drawn, 
and motor-propelled vehicles. 

(June 4, 1936, ch. 489, 49 Stat. 1422.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 542a of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2238. Use of field work funds for purchase of 
arms and ammunition 

Funds available for field work in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture may be used for the pur-
chase of arms and ammunition whenever the in-
dividual purchase does not exceed $50, and for 
individual purchases exceeding $50, when such 
arms and ammunition cannot advantageously be 
supplied by the Secretary of the Army pursuant 
to section 4655 of title 10. 

(June 4, 1936, ch. 489, 49 Stat. 1422.) 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘Section 4655 of title 10’’ substituted in text for ‘‘the 
Act of March 3, 1879 (20 Stat. 412)’’ on authority of sec-
tion 49(b) of act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 640, sec-
tion 1 of which enacted Title 10, Armed Forces. 

Section was formerly classified to section 542b of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

The Department of War was designated the Depart-
ment of the Army and the title of the Secretary of War 
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was changed to Secretary of the Army by section 205(a) 
of act July 26, 1947, ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 
205(a) of act July 26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of 
act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act 
Aug. 10, 1956, enacted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which 
in sections 3010 to 3013 continued the military Depart-
ment of the Army under the administrative supervision 
of a Secretary of the Army. 

§ 2239. Funds for printing, binding, and scientific 
and technical article reprint purchases 

Funds available to the Department of Agri-
culture may be used for printing and binding, in-
cluding the purchase of reprints of scientific and 
technical articles. 

(Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, Ch. VI, title IV, § 406, 64 
Stat. 679.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 542c of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2240. Reimbursement of appropriation for sala-
ries and compensation of employees in me-
chanical shops 

The Secretary of Agriculture may, by transfer 
settlements through the General Accounting Of-
fice, reimburse any appropriation made for the 
salaries and compensation of employees in the 
mechanical shops of the department from the 
appropriation made for the bureau, office, or di-
vision for which any work in said shops is per-
formed, and such reimbursement shall be at the 
actual cost of labor for such work. 

(May 11, 1922, ch. 185, 42 Stat. 508.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 543 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2241. Sale or exchange of animals or animal 
products 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
sell in the open market or to exchange for other 
livestock such animals or animal products as 
cease to be needed in the work of the depart-
ment, and all moneys received from the sale of 
such animals or animal products or as a bonus 
in the exchange of the same shall be deposited in 
the Treasury of the United States as miscellane-
ous receipts. 

(Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 144, 38 Stat. 1114.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 549 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2242. Repealed. Pub. L. 101–624, title XVI, 
§ 1606(b)(1), (2), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3715 

Section, acts May 23, 1908, ch. 192, 35 Stat. 264, 266; 
Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 144, 38 Stat. 1109, provided for sale of 
copies of card index of publications. See section 3125a of 
this title. 

§ 2242a. User fees for reports, publications, and 
software 

(a) Authority of Secretary 

The Secretary of Agriculture may— 
(1) furnish, on request, copies of software 

programs, pamphlets, reports, or other publi-
cations, regardless of their form, including 
electronic publications, prepared in the De-
partment of Agriculture in carrying out any of 
its missions or programs; and 

(2) charge such fees therefor as the Sec-
retary determines are reasonable. 

(b) Consistency of charges with provisions of sec-
tion 9701 of title 31 

The imposition of such charges shall be con-
sistent with section 9701 of title 31. 

(c) Use and disposition of moneys 

All moneys received in payment for work or 
services performed, or for software programs, 
pamphlets, reports, or other publications pro-
vided, under this section— 

(1) shall be available until expended to pay 
directly the costs of such work, services, soft-
ware programs, pamphlets, reports, or publica-
tions; and 

(2) may be credited to appropriations or 
funds that incur such costs. 

(d) Investment 

Any fees collected, late payment penalties, 
and interest earned shall be credited to the ac-
count referred to in this section and may be in-
vested by the Secretary of Agriculture in in-
sured or fully-collateralized interest-bearing ac-
counts or, at the discretion of the Secretary of 
Agriculture, by the Secretary of the Treasury in 
United States Government debt instruments. 
Fees and charges, including late payment pen-
alties and interest earned from the investment 
of such funds shall be credited to such account. 

(Pub. L. 97–98, title XI, § 1121, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1273; Pub. L. 99–198, title XVII, § 1769, Dec. 
23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1656; Pub. L. 101–624, title XXV, 
§ 2510, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4073.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–624 added subsec. (d). 
1985—Pub. L. 99–198, in amending section generally, 

divided existing provisions into subsecs. (a), (b), and (c) 
and inserted references to software programs and elec-
tronic publications. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Dec. 22, 1981, see section 1801 of Pub. 
L. 97–98, set out as a note under section 4301 of this 
title. 

§ 2242b. Translation of publications into foreign 
languages 

On and after October 28, 1991, funds appro-
priated to the Department of Agriculture by this 
Act may be used for translation of publications 
of the Department of Agriculture into foreign 
languages when determined by the Secretary to 
be in the public interest. 

(Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 721, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 913.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 102–142, Oct. 
28, 1991, 105 Stat. 878, known as the Agriculture, Rural 
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Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 1992. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

§ 2243. Sale of photographic prints and maps 

The Secretary of Agriculture may dispose of 
photographic prints (including bromide enlarge-
ments), lantern slides, transparencies, blue-
prints, and forest maps at cost and 10 per cen-
tum additional, and condemned property or ma-
terials under his charge in the same manner as 
provided by law for other bureaus. 

(Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1270.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 552 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2244. Repealed. Pub. L. 101–624, title XVI, 
§ 1606(b)(3), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3715 

Section, act Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title VII, § 708, 58 
Stat. 742, provided for manufacture and sale of copies of 
bibliographies, photographic reproductions of books, 
and library supplies. See section 3125a of this title. 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following Department of Agriculture Ap-
propriation Acts: 

June 28, 1944, ch. 296, 58 Stat. 429. 
July 12, 1943, ch. 215, 57 Stat. 396. 
July 22, 1942, ch. 516, 56 Stat. 665. 

§ 2245. Sale of prints and lantern slides 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
furnish, upon application, prints and lantern 
slides from negatives in the possession of the de-
partment and to charge for the same a price to 
cover the cost of preparation, such price to be 
determined and established by the Secretary of 
Agriculture, and the money received from such 
sales to be deposited in the Treasury of the 
United States. 

(Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1281.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 553 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2246. Loan, rental, or sale of films 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized, 
under such rules and regulations and subject to 
such conditions as he may prescribe, to loan, 
rent, or sell copies of films. In the sale or rental 
of films educational institutions or associations 
for agricultural education not organized for 
profit shall have preference; all moneys received 
from such rentals or sales to be covered into the 
Treasury of the United States as miscellaneous 
receipts. 

(Mar. 4, 1917, ch. 179, 39 Stat. 1157; May 31, 1920, 
ch. 217, 41 Stat. 718.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 554 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2247. Sale of samples of pure sugars 

The Secretary of Agriculture may furnish, 
upon application, samples of pure sugars, naval 
stores, microscopical specimens, and other prod-
ucts to State and municipal officers, edu-
cational institutions, and other parties and 
charge for the same a price to cover the cost 
thereof, such price to be determined and estab-
lished by the Secretary, and the money received 
from sales to be deposited in the Treasury of the 
United States as miscellaneous receipts. 

(Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 144, 38 Stat. 1101.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 555 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2248. Statistics relating to turpentine and rosin 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized and 
directed to collect and/or compile and publish 
annually, and at such other times, and in such 
form and on such date or dates as he shall pre-
scribe, statistics and essential information re-
lating to spirits of turpentine and rosin pro-
duced, held, and used in the domestic and for-
eign commerce of the United States. 

(Aug. 15, 1935, ch. 548, 49 Stat. 653.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 556b of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 2276 of this title. 

§ 2249. Amount and character of cooperation 

Unless otherwise provided by the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944 or by other 
statute, the measure and character of coopera-
tion authorized by said Act on the part of the 
Federal Government and on the part of the co-
operator shall be such as may be prescribed by 
the Secretary, unless otherwise provided for in 
the applicable appropriation. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title VII, § 711, 58 Stat. 
743.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Department of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944, 
referred to in text, is act Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, 58 Stat. 
734, as amended. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

This section was enacted as part of the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 

Section was formerly classified to section 564a of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 
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TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 2250. Construction and repair of buildings and 
public improvements 

The Department of Agriculture is authorized 
to erect, alter, and repair such buildings and 
other public improvements as may be necessary 
to carry out its authorized work: Provided, That 
no building or improvement shall be erected or 
altered under this authority unless provision is 
made therefor in the applicable appropriation 
and the cost thereof is not in excess of limita-
tions prescribed therein. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title VII, § 703, 58 Stat. 
742.) 

CODIFICATION 

This section was enacted as part of the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 

Section was formerly classified to section 565a of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 2254 of this title. 

§ 2250a. Erection of buildings and other struc-
tures on non-Federal lands; duration of use 
of such lands; removal of structures after ter-
mination of use; availability of funds for ex-
penses of acquiring long-term leases or other 
agreements 

Notwithstanding the provisions of existing 
law, except the Commodity Credit Corporation 
Charter Act [15 U.S.C. 714 et seq.] and without 
regard to section 255 of title 40, but within the 
limitations of cost otherwise applicable, appro-
priations of the Department of Agriculture may 
be expended for the erection of buildings and 
other structures on land owned by States, coun-
ties, municipalities, or other political subdivi-
sions, corporations, or individuals: Provided, 
That prior to such erection there is obtained the 
right to use the land for the estimated life of or 
need for the structure, including the right to re-
move any such structure within a reasonable 
time after the termination of the right to use 
the land: Provided further, That appropriations 
and funds available to the Department of Agri-
culture shall be available for expenses in con-
nection with acquiring the right to use land for 
such purposes under long-term lease or other 
agreement. 

(Pub. L. 89–106, § 1, Aug. 4, 1965, 79 Stat. 431.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act, re-
ferred to in text, is act June 29, 1948, ch. 704, 62 Stat. 
1070, as amended, and is classified generally to sub-
chapter II (§ 714 et seq.) of chapter 15 of Title 15, Com-
merce and Trade. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 714 of Title 15 and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 565b of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 

Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2251. Reimbursement of Production and Mar-
keting Administration appropriations for ex-
penses of maintaining registers of indebted-
ness and making set-offs 

Beginning with the fiscal year 1942, each ap-
propriation to enable the Secretary of Agri-
culture to carry into effect any program admin-
istered through the Production and Marketing 
Administration may, in the discretion of the 
Secretary, be reimbursed out of the then current 
appropriation for the agency affected, for a fair 
share of the administrative expense, as esti-
mated periodically or in advance by the Produc-
tion and Marketing Administration of maintain-
ing registers of indebtedness and making, out of 
such Production and Marketing Administration 
appropriation, set-offs under the order entered 
by the Secretary on May 8, 1937, as heretofore or 
hereafter amended, in favor of any other agency 
of the Government. 

(July 22, 1942, ch. 516, 56 Stat. 691; 1946 Reorg. 
Plan No. 3, § 501(a), eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7875, 
60 Stat. 1100.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 566 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Production and Marketing Administration functions 
transferred to other units of Department of Agriculture 
under Secretary’s memorandum 1320, supp. 4, of Nov. 2, 
1953. 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

Agriculture Adjustment Administration consolidated 
into Production and Marketing Administration by Sec-
retary of Agriculture’s Memorandum No. 1118, Aug. 18, 
1945, which consolidation was ratified by 1946 Reorg. 
Plan No. 3, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees. 

§ 2252. Reimbursement of Production and Mar-
keting Administration appropriations for 
costs of procuring agricultural commodities 
for nongovernmental agencies or foreign 
governments 

Applicable appropriations available to the 
Production and Marketing Administration cur-
rent at the time services are rendered or pay-
ment therefore is received may be reimbursed by 
nongovernmental agencies or foreign govern-
ments (by advance credits or reimbursements) 
for the actual or estimated costs, as determined 
by the Production and Marketing Administra-
tion, incident to procuring agricultural com-
modities for such nongovernmental agencies or 
foreign governments. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title IV, § 402, 58 Stat. 738; 
Ex. Ord. No. 9577, June 29, 1945, 10 F.R. 4253.) 

CODIFICATION 

This section was enacted as part of the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 
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Section was formerly classified to section 569 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Production and Marketing Administration functions 
transferred to other units in Department of Agriculture 
under Secretary’s memorandum 1320, supp. 4, of Nov. 2, 
1953. 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

War Food Administration terminated by Ex. Ord. No. 
9577, and all functions transferred to Secretary of Agri-
culture, who established Production and Marketing Ad-
ministration, under authority of said Ex. Ord. No. 9577, 
to administer functions of many of marketing and pro-
duction agencies, including those functions of former 
War Food Administration. 

§ 2253. Adjustment by Secretary of titles to lands 
acquired by Government and subject to his 
control 

If the Secretary of Agriculture shall find after 
the acquisition by the United States of any land 
or interest therein which is subject to his ad-
ministration, custody, or control, other than 
land acquired by exchange of public domain land 
or resources, that the title thereto is legally in-
sufficient for the purposes for which such land 
or interest was acquired and no consideration 
therefor has been paid by the United States, or 
that title or color of title to such land or inter-
est was acquired through mistake, misunder-
standing, error, or inadvertence, he is author-
ized to execute and deliver on behalf of and in 
the name of the United States to the person 
from whom the title was acquired or to the per-
son whom he finds entitled thereto a quitclaim 
deed to such land or interest: Provided, however, 
That if the person to whom such deed is made is 
the same person from whom the United States 
acquired title, or his successor in interest, any 
consideration given by the United States for 
such land or interest shall be restored or, in lieu 
thereof, the value equivalent of such consider-
ation as determined by the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall be paid to the United States; and 
any consideration or value equivalent so re-
stored or paid shall, so far as is practicable, be 
restored to the jurisdiction, or deposited to the 
credit, of the department, agency, appropria-
tion, or fund from which the consideration was 
transferred or paid at the time of the acquisi-
tion of title by the United States. 

(July 8, 1943, ch. 197, 57 Stat. 388; Mar. 3, 1952, ch. 
72, 66 Stat. 11; Oct. 23, 1962, Pub. L. 87–869, § 2, 76 
Stat. 1157.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 567 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1962—Pub. L. 87–869 struck out ‘‘within twenty years’’ 
after ‘‘shall find’’. 

1952—Act Mar. 3, 1952, increased period of limitation 
during which Secretary may adjust land titles from ten 
to twenty years. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Option to purchase lands, see section 428a of this 
title. 

§ 2254. Operation, maintenance and purchase of 
aircraft by Agricultural Research Service; 
construction and repair of buildings 

Appropriations for the Agricultural Research 
Service shall be available for the operation and 
maintenance of aircraft and the purchase of not 
to exceed one for replacement only and pursuant 
to section 2250 of this title for the construction, 
alteration, and repair of buildings and improve-
ments. 

(Oct. 21, 1995, Pub. L. 104–37, title I, 109 Stat. 
303.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the appropriation act cited as the 
credit to this section. 

Section was formerly classified to section 568a of 
Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation acts: 

Sept. 30, 1994, Pub. L. 103–330, title I, 108 Stat. 2439. 
Oct. 21, 1993, Pub. L. 103–111, title I, 107 Stat. 1050. 
Aug. 14, 1992, Pub. L. 102–341, title I, 106 Stat. 877. 
Oct. 28, 1991, Pub. L. 102–142, title I, 105 Stat. 882. 
Nov. 5, 1990, Pub. L. 101–506, title I, 104 Stat. 1319. 
Nov. 21, 1989, Pub. L. 101–161, title I, 103 Stat. 955, 956. 
Oct. 1, 1988, Pub. L. 100–460, title I, 102 Stat. 2233. 
Dec. 22, 1987, Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(k) [title I], 101 Stat. 

1329–322, 1329–327. 
Oct. 18, 1986, Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(a) [title I], 100 Stat. 

1783, 1783–4, and Oct. 30, 1986, Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(a) 
[title I], 100 Stat. 3341, 3341–4. 

Dec. 19, 1985, Pub. L. 99–190, § 101(a) [H.R. 3037, title I], 
99 Stat. 1185. 

Oct. 12, 1984, Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(a) [H.R. 5743, 
title I], 98 Stat. 1837. 

Nov. 14, 1983, Pub. L. 98–151, § 101(d) [H.R. 3223, title I], 
97 Stat. 972. 

Dec. 18, 1982, Pub. L. 97–370, title I, 96 Stat. 1789. 
Dec. 23, 1981, Pub. L. 97–103, title I, 95 Stat. 1469. 
Dec. 15, 1980, Pub. L. 96–528, title I, 94 Stat. 3097. 
Nov. 9, 1979, Pub. L. 96–108, title I, 93 Stat. 822. 
Oct. 11, 1978, Pub. L. 95–448, title I, 92 Stat. 1074. 
Aug. 12, 1977, Pub. L. 95–97, title I, 91 Stat. 811, 812. 
July 12, 1976, Pub. L. 94–351, title I, 90 Stat. 852. 
Oct. 21, 1975, Pub. L. 94–122, title I, 89 Stat. 642, 643. 
Dec. 31, 1974, Pub. L. 93–563, title I, 88 Stat. 1823. 
Oct. 24, 1973, Pub. L. 93–135, title I, 87 Stat. 470. 
Aug. 22, 1972, Pub. L. 92–399, title I, 86 Stat. 593. 
Aug. 10, 1971, Pub. L. 92–73, title I, 85 Stat. 184. 
Dec. 22, 1970, Pub. L. 91–566, title I, 84 Stat. 1480. 
Nov. 26, 1969, Pub. L. 91–127, title I, 83 Stat. 245. 
Aug. 8, 1968, Pub. L. 90–463, title I, 82 Stat. 639. 
Oct. 24, 1967, Pub. L. 90–113, title I, 81 Stat. 320. 
Sept. 7, 1966, Pub. L. 89–556, title I, 80 Stat. 689. 
Nov. 2, 1965, Pub. L. 89–316, title I, 79 Stat. 1165. 
Sept. 2, 1964, Pub. L. 88–573, title I, 78 Stat. 862. 
Dec. 30, 1963, Pub. L. 88–250, title I, 77 Stat. 820. 
Oct. 24, 1962, Pub. L. 87–879, title I, 76 Stat. 1203. 
July 26, 1961, Pub. L. 87–112, title I, 75 Stat. 226. 
June 29, 1960, Pub. L. 86–532, title I, 74 Stat. 232. 
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July 8, 1959, Pub. L. 86–80, title I, 73 Stat. 167. 
June 13, 1958, Pub. L. 85–459, title I, 72 Stat. 188. 
Aug. 2, 1957, Pub. L. 85–118, title I, 71 Stat. 329. 
June 4, 1956, ch. 355, title I, 70 Stat. 229. 
May 23, 1955, ch. 43, title I, 69 Stat. 51. 
June 29, 1954, ch. 409, title I, 68 Stat. 304. 
July 28, 1953, ch. 251, title I, 67 Stat. 206. 
July 5, 1952, ch. 574, title I, 66 Stat. 336. 
Aug. 31, 1951, ch. 374, title I, 65 Stat. 226. 
Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, Ch. VI, title I, 64 Stat. 658. 
June 29, 1949, ch. 280, title I, 63 Stat. 329. 
June 19, 1948, ch. 543, 62 Stat. 513. 
July 30, 1947, ch. 356, title I, 61 Stat. 528. 
June 22, 1946, ch. 445, 60 Stat. 276. 
May 5, 1945, ch. 109, 59 Stat. 142. 

§ 2255. Membership in International Wheat Advi-
sory Committee, International Sugar Coun-
cil, etc. 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
expend funds, available for agricultural con-
servation, adjustment, and land use programs, 
for the share of the United States as a member 
of the International Wheat Advisory Committee, 
the International Sugar Council, or like events 
or bodies concerned with the objectives of said 
program, together with traveling and other nec-
essary expenses relating thereto: Provided, That 
expenditures under this authority shall not be 
made unless provision is made therefor in the 
applicable appropriation and the cost thereof is 
not in excess of limitations prescribed therein. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title VII, § 701(a), 58 Stat. 
741.) 

CODIFICATION 

This section was enacted as part of the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 

Section was formerly classified to sections 570 and 574 
of Title 5 prior to the general revision and enactment 
of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, by 
Pub. L. 89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 2255a. Financial assistance to national and 
international conferences 

On and after October 21, 1993, appropriations 
available to the Department of Agriculture can 
be used to provide financial assistance to the or-
ganizers of national and international con-
ferences, if such conferences are in support of 
agency programs. 

(Pub. L. 103–111, title I, Oct. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 
1050.) 

§ 2256. Inspections, analyses, and tests for other 
Government departments and agencies; re-
imbursement 

The head of any department or independent 
establishment of the Government requiring in-
spections, analyses, and tests of food and other 
products, within the scope of the functions of 
the Department of Agriculture and which that 
Department is unable to perform within the lim-
its of its appropriations, may, with the approval 
of the Secretary, transfer to the Department for 

direct expenditure such sums as may be nec-
essary for the performance of such work. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title VII, § 702(a), 58 Stat. 
741.) 

CODIFICATION 

This section was enacted as part of the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 

Section was formerly classified to section 571 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2257. Interchangeability of funds for mis-
cellaneous expenses and general expenses 

Not to exceed 7 per centum of the amounts ap-
propriated for any fiscal year for the miscellane-
ous expenses of the work of any bureau, division, 
or office of the Department of Agriculture shall 
be available interchangeably for expenditures on 
the objects included within the general expenses 
of such bureau, division, or office, but no more 
than 7 per centum shall be added to any one 
item of appropriation except in cases of extraor-
dinary emergency. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title VII, § 702(b), 58 Stat. 
741.) 

CODIFICATION 

This section was enacted as part of the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 

Section was formerly classified to section 572 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2258. Purchase of newspapers 

The Department of Agriculture is authorized 
to subscribe for such newspapers as may be nec-
essary to carry out its authorized work: Pro-

vided, That purchases under this authority shall 
not be made unless provision is made therefor in 
the applicable appropriation and the cost there-
of is not in excess of limitations prescribed 
therein. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title VII, § 704, 58 Stat. 
742.) 

CODIFICATION 

This section was enacted as part of the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 

Section was formerly classified to section 573 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2259. Market-inspection certificates as prima 
facie evidence 

Market-inspection certificates issued by au-
thorized agents of the Department of Agri-
culture shall be received in all courts of the 
United States as prima facie evidence of the 
truth of the statements therein contained. 

(Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title IV, § 401(c), 58 Stat. 
738.) 

CODIFICATION 

This section was enacted as part of the Department 
of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944. 

Section was formerly classified to section 575 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
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5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2260. Inspection or quarantine services involv-
ing overtime furnished upon a reimbursable 
basis 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
pay employees of the United States Department 
of Agriculture performing inspection or quar-
antine services relating to imports into and ex-
ports from the United States, for all overtime, 
night, or holiday work performed by them at 
any place where such inspection and quarantine 
services are performed, at such rates as he may 
determine, and to accept from persons for whom 
such work is performed reimbursement for any 
sums paid out by him for such work. 

(Aug. 28, 1950, ch. 815, 64 Stat. 561.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 576 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2261. Credit of donations and proceeds from ex-
hibitions to appropriations concerned with 
foreign market development programs 

In the conduct of foreign market development 
programs, the Secretary of Agriculture is au-
thorized to credit contributions from individ-
uals, firms, associations, agencies, and other 
groups, and the proceeds received from space 
rentals, and sales of products and materials at 
exhibitions, to the appropriations charged with 
the cost of acquiring such space, products, and 
materials. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title II, § 203, Aug. 8, 1961, 75 Stat. 
307.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 577 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2262. Employee liability insurance on motor ve-
hicles in foreign countries 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
obtain insurance to cover the liability of any 
employee of the Department of Agriculture for 
damage to or loss of property or personal injury 
or death caused by the act or omission of any 
such employee while acting within the scope of 
his office or employment and while operating a 
motor vehicle belonging to the United States in 
a foreign country. 

(Pub. L. 89–106, § 3, Aug. 4, 1965, 79 Stat. 431.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 578 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2263. Transfer of funds 

Subject to limitations applicable with respect 
to each appropriation concerned, each appro-
priation available to the Department of Agri-
culture may be charged, at any time during a 

fiscal year, for the benefit of any other appro-
priation available to the Department, for the 
purpose of financing the procurement of mate-
rials and services, or financing activities or 
other costs, for which funds are available both 
in the financing appropriation so charged and in 
the appropriation so benefited; except that such 
expenses so financed shall be charged on a final 
basis, as of a date not later than the close of 
such fiscal year, to the appropriations so bene-
fited, with appropriate credit to the financing 
appropriation. 

(Pub. L. 89–106, § 8, Aug. 4, 1965, 79 Stat. 432.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 579 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

§ 2264. National Agricultural Library; acceptance 
of gifts, bequests, or devises; conditional gifts 

The Secretary of Agriculture is hereby author-
ized to accept, receive, hold, and administer on 
behalf of the United States gifts, bequests, or 
devises of real and personal property made un-
conditionally for the benefit of the National Ag-
ricultural Library or for the carrying out of any 
of its functions. Conditional gifts may be ac-
cepted and used in accordance with their provi-
sions provided that no gift may be accepted 
which is conditioned on any expenditure not to 
be met therefrom or from the income thereof 
unless such expenditure has been approved by 
Act of Congress. 

(Pub. L. 91–591, § 2, Dec. 28, 1970, 84 Stat. 1588.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 2265 of this title. 

§ 2265. Deposit of money accepted for benefit of 
National Agricultural Library; disbursement 

Any gift of money accepted pursuant to the 
authority granted in section 2264 of this title, or 
the net proceeds from the liquidation of any 
other property so accepted, or the proceeds of 
any insurance on any gift property not used for 
its restoration shall be deposited in the Treas-
ury of the United States for credit to a separate 
account and shall be disbursed upon order of the 
Secretary of Agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 91–591, § 3, Dec. 28, 1970, 84 Stat. 1588.) 

§ 2266. Congressional reaffirmation of policy to 
foster and encourage family farms; annual 
report to Congress 

(a) Congress reaffirms the historical policy of 
the United States to foster and encourage the 
family farm system of agriculture in this coun-
try. Congress believes that the maintenance of 
the family farm system of agriculture is essen-
tial to the social well-being of the Nation and 
the competitive production of adequate supplies 
of food and fiber. Congress further believes that 
any significant expansion of nonfamily owned 
large-scale corporate farming enterprises will be 
detrimental to the national welfare. It is neither 
the policy nor the intent of Congress that agri-
cultural and agriculture-related programs be ad-
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ministered exclusively for family farm oper-
ations, but it is the policy and the express in-
tent of Congress that no such program be admin-
istered in a manner that will place the family 
farm operation at an unfair economic disadvan-
tage. 

(b)(1) In order that Congress may be better in-
formed regarding the status of the family farm 
system of agriculture in the United States, the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall submit to Con-
gress, by July 1 of each year, a written report 
containing current information on trends in 
family farm operations and comprehensive na-
tional and State-by-State data on nonfamily 
farm operations in the United States. 

(2) The Secretary shall also include in each 
such report— 

(A) information on how existing agricultural 
and agriculture-related programs are being ad-
ministered to enhance and strengthen the 
family farm system of agriculture in the 
United States; 

(B) an assessment of how tax, credit, and 
other current Federal income, excise, estate, 
and other tax laws, and proposed changes in 
such laws, may affect the structure and orga-
nization of, returns to, and investment oppor-
tunities by family and nonfamily farm owners 
and operators, both foreign and domestic; 

(C) identification and analysis of new food 
and agricultural production and processing 
technological developments, especially in the 
area of biotechnology, and evaluation of the 
potential effect of such developments on— 

(i) the economic structure of the family 
farm system; 

(ii) the competitive status of domestically- 
produced agricultural commodities and 
foods in foreign markets; and 

(iii) the achievement of Federal agricul-
tural program objectives; 

(D) an assessment of the credit needs of fam-
ily farms and the extent to which those needs 
are being met, and an analysis of the effects of 
the farm credit situation on the economic 
structure of the family farm system; 

(E) an assessment of how economic policies 
and trade policies of the United States affect 
the financial operation of, and prospects for, 
family farm operations; 

(F) an assessment of the effect of Federal 
farm programs and policies on family farms 
and non-family farms that— 

(i) derive the majority of their income 
from non-farm sources; and 

(ii) derive the majority of their income 
from farming operations; and 

(G) such other information as the Secretary 
considers appropriate or determines would aid 
Congress in protecting, preserving, and 
strengthening the family farm system of agri-
culture in the United States. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title I, § 102, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 918; Pub. L. 97–98, title XVI, § 1608, Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1347; Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, 
§ 1441, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1560.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 99–198 designated first and 
second sentences as pars. (1) and (2), respectively, and 

amended par. (2), as so designated, generally. Prior to 
redesignation and amendment, second sentence read as 
follows: ‘‘The Secretary shall also include in each such 
report (1) information on how existing agricultural and 
agriculture-related programs are being administered to 
enhance and strengthen the family farm system of agri-
culture in the United States, (2) an assessment of how 
tax, credit, and other Federal laws may encourage the 
growth of nonfamily farm operations and investment in 
agriculture by nonfamily farm interests, both foreign 
and domestic, and (3) such other information as the 
Secretary deems appropriate or determines would aid 
Congress in protecting, preserving, and strengthening 
the family farm system of agriculture in the United 
States.’’ 

1981—Pub. L. 97–98 substantially reenacted existing 
provisions, and inserted reference to tax and credit 
laws, and investment in agriculture by nonfamily farm 
interests, foreign and domestic. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1977, see section 1901 of Pub. 
L. 95–113, set out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amend-
ment note under section 1307 of this title. 

STUDY OF IMPACT OF PROHIBITIONS ON PAYMENTS TO 
CERTAIN CORPORATIONS UNDER WHEAT, FEED GRAINS, 
COTTON, AND RICE PROGRAMS; REPORT BY JANUARY 
1, 1979 

Section 103 of Pub. L. 95–113 provided that in further-
ance of the policy stated in section 102 of this Act [this 
section], the Secretary of Agriculture was to conduct a 
study and report to Congress no later than January 1, 
1979, on the impact on participation in the wheat, feed 
grain, cotton, and rice programs and the production of 
such commodities in carrying out a statutory provision 
such as that included in the Food and Agriculture Act 
of 1977, as passed by the Senate on May 24, 1977 [see 
Short Title of 1977 Amendment note set out under sec-
tion 1281 of this title], prohibiting the making of pay-
ments to certain corporations and other entities under 
such programs, which study was to assess the impact of 
extending the prohibition against making commodity 
program payments to tenants on land owned by such 
corporations and other entities which would be ex-
cluded from payments under such a provision, and was 
to utilize the information on commodity program pay-
ments compiled by the Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service in determining payment eligi-
bility under section 101 of the Agricultural Act of 1970, 
as amended [section 1307 of this title], and section 101 
of this Act [section 1308 of this title]. The Secretary 
was authorized to collect such other information as 
necessary to determine the impact of such a statutory 
provision and to identify the number and characteris-
tics of producers that would be affected by such a pro-
vision. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 1961 of this title. 

§ 2267. Repealed. Pub. L. 100–387, title I, 
§ 101(b)(1), Aug. 11, 1988, 102 Stat. 931 

Section, Pub. L. 95–113, title XI, § 1105, Sept. 29, 1977, 
91 Stat. 955; Pub. L. 97–98, title XI, § 1111(b), Dec. 22, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1267; Pub. L. 99–198, title XVII, § 1763(a), 
Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1651, related to an emergency feed 
program. See section 1471 et seq. of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective 15 days after Aug. 11, 1988, see sec-
tion 101(c)(1) of Pub. L. 100–387, set out as an Effective 
and Termination Dates of 1988 Amendment note under 
section 1427 of this title. 
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§ 2268. Public lands; relinquishment 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Secretary of Agriculture may, whenever he 
considers it desirable, relinquish to a State all 
or part of the legislative jurisdiction of the 
United States over lands or interests under his 
control in that State. Relinquishment of legisla-
tive jurisdiction under this section may be ac-
complished (1) by filing with the Governor of the 
State concerned a notice of relinquishment to 
take effect upon acceptance thereof, or (2) as the 
laws of the State may otherwise provide. 

(Pub. L. 95–441, Oct. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 1064.) 

§ 2269. Gifts of property; acceptance and admin-
istration by Secretary of Agriculture; Federal 
tax law consideration; separate fund in 
Treasury; regulations 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to ac-
cept, receive, hold, utilize, and administer on be-
half of the United States gifts, bequests, or de-
vises of real and personal property made for the 
benefit of the United States Department of Agri-
culture or for the carrying out of any of its func-
tions. For the purposes of the Federal income, 
estate, and gift tax laws, property accepted 
under the authority of this section shall be con-
sidered as a gift, bequest, or devise to the United 
States. Any gift of money accepted pursuant to 
the authority granted in this section, or the net 
proceeds from the liquidation of any property so 
accepted, or the proceeds of any insurance on 
any gift property not used for its restoration 
shall be deposited in the Treasury of the United 
States for credit to a separate fund and shall be 
disbursed upon order of the Secretary of Agri-
culture. The Secretary of Agriculture may pro-
mulgate regulations to carry out the provisions 
of this section. 

(Pub. L. 95–442, Oct. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 1065.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 3152 of this title. 

§ 2270. Authority of Office of Inspector General 

Any person who is employed in the Office of 
the Inspector General, Department of Agri-
culture, who conducts investigations of alleged 
or suspected felony criminal violations of stat-
utes, including but not limited to the Food 
Stamp Act of 1977 [7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.], admin-
istered by the Secretary of Agriculture or any 
agency of the Department of Agriculture and 
who is designated by the Inspector General of 
the Department of Agriculture may— 

(1) make an arrest without a warrant for any 
such criminal felony violation if such viola-
tion is committed, or if such employee has 
probable cause to believe that such violation 
is being committed, in the presence of such 
employee; 

(2) execute a warrant for an arrest, for the 
search of premises, or the seizure of evidence 
if such warrant is issued under authority of 
the United States upon probable cause to be-
lieve that such violation has been committed; 
and 

(3) carry a firearm; 

in accordance with rules issued by the Secretary 
of Agriculture, while such employee is engaged 
in the performance of official duties under the 
authority provided in section 6, or described in 
section 9, of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App. 6, 9). The Attorney General of the 
United States may disapprove any designation 
made by the Inspector General under this sec-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 97–98, title XIII, § 1337, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1294.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Food Stamp Act of 1977, referred to in text, is 
Pub. L. 88–525, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 703, as amended, 
which is classified generally to chapter 51 (§ 2011 et seq.) 
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under 2011 of this 
title and Tables. 

Sections 6 and 9 of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
referred to in text, are sections 6 and 9 of Pub. L. 95–452, 
which are set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on such date as the Secretary of Ag-
riculture may prescribe, taking into account the need 
for orderly implementation, see section 1338 of Pub. L. 
97–98, set out as an Effective Date of 1981 Amendment 
note under section 2012 of this title. 

§ 2271. Marketing education programs for small 
and medium size family farm operations 

In carrying out marketing research and edu-
cation programs, the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall take such steps as may be necessary to in-
crease the efforts of the Department of Agri-
culture in providing marketing education pro-
grams for persons engaged in small and medium 
size family farm operations. 

(Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, § 1445, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1327.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Dec. 22, 1981, see section 1801 of Pub. 
L. 97–98, set out as a note under section 4301 of this 
title. 

§ 2271a. Advanced marketing training for farm-
ers and ranchers 

The Secretary of Agriculture may establish a 
program to train farmers and ranchers in ad-
vanced techniques for the marketing of agricul-
tural commodities, livestock, and aquacultural 
products produced by such farmers and ranchers, 
including (where appropriate as determined by 
the Secretary) training in the use of futures and 
options markets. 

(Pub. L. 99–641, title II, § 206(b), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 
Stat. 3564.) 

STUDY AND REPORT OF MARKETING PRACTICES OF 
APPLICANTS AND BORROWERS OF FARM LOANS 

Section 206(a) of Pub. L. 99–641 provided that: 
‘‘(1) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of the United 

States shall conduct a study of marketing practices 
used by applicants for and borrowers of farm loans 
made, insured, or guaranteed under the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1921 et 
seq.). The study shall include an examination of the 
methods used by the applicants and borrowers in mar-
keting agricultural commodities, livestock, and aqua-
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cultural products and the extent to which the appli-
cants and borrowers use advanced marketing tech-
niques for such sales. 

‘‘(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of 
enactment of this Act [Nov. 10, 1986], the Comptroller 
General shall submit to the Committee on Agriculture 
of the House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate a re-
port describing the results of the study conducted 
under paragraph (1), together with any appropriate rec-
ommendations.’’ 

§ 2272. Volunteers for Department of Agriculture 
programs 

(a) Establishment of program 

The Secretary of Agriculture (hereafter re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
may establish a program to use volunteers in 
carrying out the programs of the Department of 
Agriculture. 

(b) Acceptance of personnel 

The Secretary may accept, subject to regula-
tions issued by the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, voluntary service for the Department of 
Agriculture for such purpose if the service: 

(1) is to be without compensation; and 
(2) will not be used to displace any employee 

of the Department of Agriculture including 
the local, county, and State committees estab-
lished under section 590h(b) of title 16. 

(c) Federal employee status 

Any individual who provides voluntary service 
under this section shall not be considered a Fed-
eral employee, except for purposes of chapter 81 
of title 5 (relating to compensation for injury), 
and sections 2671 through 2680 of title 28 (relat-
ing to tort claims). 

(Pub. L. 97–98, title XV, § 1526, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1337.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Dec. 22, 1981, see section 1801 of Pub. 
L. 97–98, set out as a note under section 4301 of this 
title. 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Section 1527 of Pub. L. 97–98 provided that: ‘‘There are 
authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out the provisions of this subtitle [en-
acting this section], such sums to remain available 
until expended.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 2272a of this 
title. 

§ 2272a. Funds for incidental expenses and pro-
motional items relating to volunteers 

On and after October 28, 1991, funds appro-
priated to the Department of Agriculture may 
be used for incidental expenses such as transpor-
tation, uniforms, lodging, and subsistence for 
volunteers serving under the authority of sec-
tion 2272 of this title, when such volunteers are 
engaged in the work of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture; and for promotional items of nomi-
nal value relating to the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture Volunteer Programs. 

(Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 739, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 915.) 

§ 2273. Local search and rescue operations 

The Secretary of Agriculture may assist, 
through the use of Soil Conservation Service 
personnel, vehicles, communication equipment, 
and other equipment or materials available to 
the Secretary, in local search and rescue oper-
ations when requested by responsible local pub-
lic authorities. Such assistance may be provided 
in emergencies caused by tornadoes, fires, 
floods, snowstorms, earthquakes, and similar 
disasters. 

(Pub. L. 97–98, title XV, § 1550, Dec. 22, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1344.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Dec. 22, 1981, see section 1801 of Pub. 
L. 97–98, set out as a note under section 4301 of this 
title. 

§ 2274. Firearm authority of employees engaged 
in animal quarantine enforcement 

Any employee of the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture designated by the Secretary 
of Agriculture and the Attorney General of the 
United States may carry a firearm and use a 
firearm when necessary for self-protection, in 
accordance with rules and regulations issued by 
the Secretary of Agriculture and the Attorney 
General of the United States, while such em-
ployee is engaged in the performance of the em-
ployee’s official duties to (1) carry out any law 
or regulation related to the control, eradication, 
or prevention of the introduction or dissemina-
tion of communicable disease of livestock or 
poultry into the United States or (2) perform 
any duty related to such disease control, eradi-
cation, or prevention, subject to the direction of 
the Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 97–312, § 1, Oct. 14, 1982, 96 Stat. 1461.) 

§ 2275. Repealed. Pub. L. 101–624, title XV, 
§ 1572(3), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3702 

Section, Pub. L. 99–198, title XI, § 1151, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1497, provided for trade consultation between the 
Foreign Agricultural Service and other Federal agen-
cies. See section 5674 of this title. 

§ 2276. Confidentiality of information 

(a) Authorized disclosure 

In the case of information furnished under a 
provision of law referred to in subsection (d) of 
this section, neither the Secretary of Agri-
culture, any other officer or employee of the De-
partment of Agriculture or agency thereof, nor 
any other person may— 

(1) use such information for a purpose other 
than the development or reporting of aggre-
gate data in a manner such that the identity 
of the person who supplied such information is 
not discernible and is not material to the in-
tended uses of such information; or 

(2) disclose such information to the public, 
unless such information has been transformed 
into a statistical or aggregate form that does 
not allow the identification of the person who 
supplied particular information. 

(b) Duty of Secretary; immunity from disclosure; 
necessary consent 

(1) In carrying out a provision of law referred 
to in subsection (d) of this section, no depart-
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsection’’. 

ment, agency, officer, or employee of the Fed-
eral Government, other than the Secretary of 
Agriculture, shall require a person to furnish a 
copy of statistical information provided to the 
Department of Agriculture. 

(2) A copy of such information— 
(A) shall be immune from mandatory disclo-

sure of any type, including legal process; and 
(B) shall not, without the consent of such 

person, be admitted as evidence or used for 
any purpose in any action, suit, or other judi-
cial or administrative proceeding. 

(c) Violations; penalties 

Any person who shall publish, cause to be pub-
lished, or otherwise publicly release information 
collected pursuant to a provision of law referred 
to in subsection (d) of this section, in any man-
ner or for any purpose prohibited in section 1 (a) 
of this section, shall be fined not more than 
$10,000 or imprisoned for not more than 1 year, 
or both. 

(d) Specific provisions for collection of informa-
tion 

For purposes of this section, a provision of law 
referred to in this subsection means— 

(1) the first section of the Act entitled ‘‘An 
Act authorizing the Secretary of Agriculture 
to collect and publish statistics of the grade 
and staple length of cotton’’, approved March 
3, 1927 (7 U.S.C. 471) (commonly referred to as 
the ‘‘Cotton Statistics and Estimates Act’’); 

(2) the first section of the Act entitled ‘‘An 
Act to provide for the collection and publica-
tion of statistics of tobacco by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’’, approved January 14, 
1929 (7 U.S.C. 501); 

(3) the first section of the Act entitled ‘‘An 
Act to provide for the collection and publica-
tion of statistics of peanuts by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’’, approved June 24, 1936 (7 
U.S.C. 951); 

(4) section 203(g) of the Agricultural Market-
ing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1622(g)); 

(5) section 526(a) of the Revised Statutes (7 
U.S.C. 2204(a)); 

(6) the Act entitled ‘‘An Act providing for 
the publication of statistics relating to spirits 
of turpentine and resin’’, approved August 15, 
1935 (7 U.S.C. 2248); 

(7) section 42 of title 13; 
(8) section 4 of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to 

establish the Department of Commerce and 
Labor’’, approved February 14, 1903 (15 U.S.C. 
1516); or 

(9) section 2 of the joint resolution entitled 
‘‘Joint resolution relating to the publication 
of economic and social statistics for Ameri-
cans of Spanish origin or descent’’, approved 
June 16, 1976 (15 U.S.C. 1516a). 

(Pub. L. 99–198, title XVII, § 1770, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1657.) 

§ 2277. Contracts by Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service for services to be performed 
abroad 

Funds available to the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) under this 

and subsequent appropriations shall be available 
for contracting with individuals for services to 
be performed outside of the United States, as de-
termined by APHIS to be necessary or appro-
priate for carrying out programs and activities 
abroad. Such individuals shall not be regarded 
as officers or employees of the United States 
under any law administered by the Office of Per-
sonnel Management. 

(Pub. L. 102–142, title VII, § 737, Oct. 28, 1991, 105 
Stat. 915.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation act: 

Pub. L. 101–506, title VI, § 641, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1350. 

§ 2278. Consistency with international obliga-
tions of United States 

(a) In general 

Prior to the promulgation of, or amendment 
to, any order or plan under a research and pro-
motion program relating to research and pro-
motion of any agricultural commodity or prod-
uct, after November 28, 1990, where such order or 
plan would provide for an assessment on im-
ports, the Secretary of Agriculture shall consult 
with the United States Trade Representative re-
garding the consistency of the provisions of the 
order or plan with the international obligations 
of the United States. 

(b) Compliance with U.S. international obliga-
tions 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall take all 
steps necessary and appropriate to ensure that 
any order or plan or amendment to such order or 
plan, and the implementation and enforcement 
of any order or plan or amendment to such order 
or plan, or program as it relates to imports is 
nondiscriminatory and in compliance with the 
international obligations of the United States, 
as interpreted by the United States Trade Rep-
resentative. 

(c) Construction 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
providing for a cause of action under this sec-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 101–624, title XIX, § 1999T, Nov. 28, 1990, 
104 Stat. 3928.) 

§ 2279. Outreach and assistance for socially dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers 

(a) Outreach and assistance 

(1) In general 

The Secretary of Agriculture (hereafter re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall provide outreach and technical assist-
ance to encourage and assist socially dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers to own and 
operate farms and ranches and to participate 
in agricultural programs. This assistance 
should include information on application and 
bidding procedures, farm management, and 
other essential information to participate in 
agricultural programs. 

(2) Grants and contracts 

The Secretary may make grants and enter 
into contracts and other agreements in the 
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furtherance of this section with the following 
entities— 

(A) any community based organization 
that— 

(i) has demonstrated experience in pro-
viding agricultural education or other ag-
riculturally related services to socially 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers; 

(ii) provides documentary evidence of its 
past experience of working with socially 
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers dur-
ing the two years preceding its application 
for assistance under this section; and 

(iii) does not engage in activities prohib-
ited under section 501(c)(3) of title 26; and 

(B) 1890 Land-Grant Colleges including 
Tuskegee Institute, Indian tribal commu-
nity colleges and Alaska native cooperative 
colleges, Hispanic serving post-secondary 
educational institutions, and other post-sec-
ondary educational institutions with dem-
onstrated experience in providing agri-
culture education or other agriculturally re-
lated services to socially disadvantaged fam-
ily farmers and ranchers in their region. 

(3) Funding 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
$10,000,000 for each fiscal year to carry out this 
subsection. 

(b) Designation of Federal personnel 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall designate from existing 
Federal personnel resources in the county or 
region a qualified person who shall, in co-
operation with the State cooperative exten-
sion services, implement the policies and pro-
grams established or modified in accordance 
with this section. 

(2) Additional personnel 

In counties or regions in which the number 
of socially disadvantaged farmers and ranch-
ers exceeds 25 percent of the total number of 
farmers and ranchers in the county or region, 
the Secretary shall designate additional per-
sonnel to implement the policies and programs 
established or modified in accordance with 
this section. 

(c) Report to Congress 

(1) In general 

Not later than September 30, 1992, and every 
two years thereafter, the Secretary shall re-
port to the Committee on Agriculture of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the 
Senate, regarding— 

(A) the efforts of the Secretary to enhance 
participation by members of socially dis-
advantaged groups in agricultural programs; 

(B) the specific participation goals estab-
lished for each agricultural program; 

(C) the results achieved for each agricul-
tural program; and 

(D) the progress of the Department to-
wards meeting each of the purposes de-
scribed in paragraph (2)(C). 

(2) Contents 

In addition to the information specified in 
paragraph (1), the report required by para-
graph (1) shall include— 

(A) a comparison of the participation goals 
and the actual participation rates of mem-
bers of socially disadvantaged groups in each 
agricultural program; 

(B) an analysis and explanation of the rea-
sons for the success or failure of the Sec-
retary to achieve the goals, and the overall 
purposes of this section; 

(C) a listing, on a State-by-State and coun-
ty-by-county basis, of— 

(i) the amount of funds loaned to mem-
bers of socially disadvantaged groups; and 

(ii) the amount of funds used to guaran-
tee loans to members of socially disadvan-
taged groups compared to the total 
amount of such guarantees; 

(D) a breakdown in allocation of crop base 
in each program crop compared to the target 
participation rates established pursuant to 
sections 355(a)(1) and 355(c) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act [7 
U.S.C. 2003(a)(1), 2003(c)], on a State-by-State 
and county-by-county basis; and 

(E) a review and analysis of participation 
by members of socially disadvantaged 
groups, compared to participation by all 
others, in agricultural programs, on a State- 
by-State and county-by-county basis, in-
cluding a survey representative of all farm-
ers and ranchers, including socially dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers, to iden-
tify reasons for participation and nonpar-
ticipation in agricultural programs. 

(d) Affirmative action, appeals, and contracting 
review 

(1) Purpose 

It is the purpose of this subsection to direct 
the Secretary to analyze within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture the design and implemen-
tation of affirmative action programs and 
policies, the appeals process for complaints of 
discrimination, and contracting and purchas-
ing practices employed by the Department. 

(2) Scope 

The study shall include— 
(A) an assessment of the successes and 

failures of these affirmative action programs 
and policies; 

(B) a review of the reasons for the suc-
cesses and failures described in subpara-
graph (A); 

(C) a review of procurement, contracting, 
and purchasing policies of the Department, 
the level of participation of socially dis-
advantaged businesses in such activities, 
and the impact of those policies on the par-
ticipation of members of socially disadvan-
taged groups in such contracting with the 
Department; 

(D) a review of the reasons for participa-
tion or lack of participation of businesses 
owned by members of socially disadvantaged 
groups in the activities described in subpara-
graph (C); and 

(E) a review of the appeals process for all 
complaints or allegations regarding acts, 
practices, or patterns of discrimination filed 
with the Department by individuals or any 
other entities that shall include— 
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(i) the number of complaints or allega-
tions regarding acts, practices, or patterns 
of discrimination; 

(ii) the manner in which the complaints 
were investigated and resolved by the De-
partment; and 

(iii) the longest, shortest, and average 
periods of time taken to investigate and 
resolve the complaints or allegations re-
garding acts, practices, or patterns of dis-
crimination. 

(3) Report 

Not later than November 28, 1991, the Sec-
retary shall prepare and submit to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate 
a report containing the information described 
in paragraph (2). 

(e) Definitions 

(1) Socially disadvantaged group 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘socially 
disadvantaged group’’ means a group whose 
members have been subjected to racial or eth-
nic prejudice because of their identity as 
members of a group without regard to their in-
dividual qualities. 

(2) Socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘socially 
disadvantaged farmer or rancher’’ means a 
farmer or rancher who is a member of a so-
cially disadvantaged group. 

(3) Agriculture programs 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘agri-
culture programs’’ are those established or au-
thorized by— 

(A) the Agricultural Act of 1949 [7 U.S.C. 
1421 et seq.]; 

(B) the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act [7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.]; 

(C) the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 
1938 [7 U.S.C. 1281 et seq.]; 

(D) the Soil Conservation Act; 
(E) the Domestic Allotment Assistance 

Act; 
(F) the Food Security Act of 1985; and 
(G) other such Acts as the Secretary deems 

appropriate. 

(f) Omitted 

(g) Reservations 

(1) Consolidated suboffice 

The Secretary shall require the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service, Soil 
Conservation Service, and Farmers Home Ad-
ministration offices, and such other offices 
and functions the Secretary may choose to in-
clude, in each county that has a reservation 
within its borders, to establish a consolidated 
suboffice at the tribal headquarters of said 
reservation and to staff said suboffice as need-
ed, using existing staff, but no less than one 
day a week or under such other arrangement 
agreed to by the tribe and the Department of 
Agriculture offices. The tribe shall be required 
to provide the necessary office space if it wish-
es to participate in this program. 

(2) Cooperative agreements 

For those reservations that are located in 
more than one county, the Secretary, the rel-
evant county offices and the tribe shall enter 
into a cooperative agreement to provide the 
services required by paragraph (1) that avoids 
duplication of effort. 

(Pub. L. 101–624, title XXV, § 2501, Nov. 28, 1990, 
104 Stat. 4062; Pub. L. 102–237, title X, § 1003, Dec. 
13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1894.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Agricultural Act of 1949, referred to in subsec. 
(e)(3)(A), is act Oct. 31, 1949, ch. 792, 63 Stat. 1051, as 
amended, which is classified principally to chapter 35A 
(§ 1421 et seq.) of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 1421 of this title and Tables. 

The Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, 
referred to in subsec. (e)(3)(B), is title III of Pub. L. 
87–128, Aug. 8, 1961, 75 Stat. 307, as amended, which is 
classified principally to chapter 50 (§ 1921 et seq.) of this 
title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1921 of 
this title and Tables. 

The Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938, referred to 
in subsec. (e)(3)(C), is act Feb. 16, 1938, ch. 30, 52 Stat. 
31, as amended, which is classified principally to chap-
ter 35 (§ 1281 et seq.) of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see section 1281 of this 
title and Tables. 

The Soil Conservation Act and the Domestic Allot-
ment Assistance Act, referred to in subsec. (e)(3)(D) and 
(E), respectively, probably mean the Soil Conservation 
and Domestic Allotment Act, act Apr. 27, 1935, ch. 85, 49 
Stat. 163, as amended, which is classified generally to 
chapter 3B (§ 590a et seq.) of Title 16, Conservation. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see sec-
tion 590q of Title 16 and Tables. 

The Food Security Act of 1985, referred to in subsec. 
(e)(3)(F), is Pub. L. 99–198, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1354, as 
amended. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title of 1985 Amendment note set out 
under section 1281 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 2501 of Pub. L. 101–624. 
Subsec. (f) of section 2501 of Pub. L. 101–624 amended 
section 2003 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1991—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 102–237, § 1003(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘subsection’’ for ‘‘section’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1)(C). Pub. L. 102–237, § 1003(2), inserted 
‘‘program’’ after ‘‘agricultural’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 102–237, § 1003(3), substituted 
‘‘November 28, 1991’’ for ‘‘1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act’’. 

§ 2279a. Fair and equitable treatment of socially 
disadvantaged producers 

(a) Fair crop acreage bases and farm program 
payment yields 

If the Secretary of Agriculture determines 
that crop acreage bases or farm program pay-
ment yields established for farms owned or oper-
ated by socially disadvantaged producers are not 
established in accordance with title V of the Ag-
ricultural Act of 1949 (7 U.S.C. 1461 et seq.), the 
Secretary shall adjust the bases and yields to 
conform to the requirements of such title and 
make available any appropriate commodity pro-
gram benefits. 
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(b) Fair application of Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act 

If the Secretary of Agriculture determines 
that application of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1921 et seq.) 
with respect to socially disadvantaged producers 
is not consistent with the requirements of such 
Act, the Secretary shall make such changes in 
the administration of such Act as the Secretary 
considers necessary to provide for the fair and 
equitable treatment of socially disadvantaged 
producers under such Act. 

(c) Report on treatment of socially disadvan-
taged producers 

(1) Report required 

The Comptroller General of the United 
States shall prepare a report to determine— 

(A) whether socially disadvantaged pro-
ducers are underrepresented on State, coun-
ty, area, or local committees established 
under section 590h(b)(5) of title 16 or local re-
view committees established under section 
1363 of this title because of racial, ethnic, or 
gender prejudice; and 

(B) if such underrepresentation exists, 
whether it inhibits or interferes with the 
participation of socially disadvantaged pro-
ducers in programs of the Department of Ag-
riculture. 

(2) Submission of report 

Not later than February 1, 1995, the Comp-
troller General shall submit the report re-
quired by this subsection to the Committee on 
Agriculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate. 

(d) ‘‘Socially disadvantaged producer’’ defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘so-
cially disadvantaged producer’’ means a pro-
ducer who is a member of a group whose mem-
bers have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or 
gender prejudice because of their identity as 
members of a group without regard to their indi-
vidual qualities. 

(Pub. L. 103–354, title III, § 305, Oct. 13, 1994, 108 
Stat. 3240.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Agricultural Act of 1949, referred to in subsec. 
(a), is act Oct. 31, 1949, ch. 792, 63 Stat. 1051, as amend-
ed. Title V of the Act is classified generally to sub-
chapter IV (§ 1461 et seq.) of chapter 35A of this title. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 1421 of this title 
and Tables. 

The Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, 
referred to in subsec. (b), is title III of Pub. L. 87–128, 
Aug. 8, 1961, 75 Stat. 307, as amended, which is classified 
principally to chapter 50 (§ 1921 et seq.) of this title. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 1921 of this title 
and Tables.  

CHAPTER 55A—DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Sec. 

2281. Congressional declaration of purpose. 
2282. Definitions. 
2283. Membership on advisory committees. 

Sec. 

(a) Simultaneous service. 
(b) Service by more than one officer or 

employee of corporation or non- 
Federal entity. 

(c) Maximum length. 
2284. Annual reports. 
2285. Budget prohibitions. 
2286. Termination of committees. 
2287 to 2289. Omitted. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 450i, 3152 of this 
title; title 19 section 2155. 

§ 2281. Congressional declaration of purpose 

The purposes of this chapter are to— 
(1) require strict financial and program ac-

counting by advisory committees of the De-
partment of Agriculture; 

(2) assure balance and objectivity in the 
membership of such advisory committees; and 

(3) prevent the formation or continuation of 
unnecessary advisory committees by the De-
partment of Agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XVIII, § 1801, Sept. 29, 1977, 
91 Stat. 1041; Pub. L. 97–98, title XI, § 1116(a), 
Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1270.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–98 reenacted section without change. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–98 effective Dec. 22, 1981, 
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 4301 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective Oct. 1, 1977, see section 1901 of Pub. 
L. 95–113, set out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amend-
ment note under section 1307 of this title. 

SOYBEAN RESEARCH ADVISORY INSTITUTE; 
ESTABLISHMENT, COMPOSITION, ETC. 

Section 1446 of Pub. L. 97–98 provided for the estab-
lishment of a Soybean Research Advisory Institute for 
the purpose of preparing and submitting to Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry and 
House Committee on Agriculture, not later than Mar. 
1, 1983, a comprehensive report, with appropriate rec-
ommendations, on the findings of the Institute regard-
ing research on soybean production and utilization, 
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–198, title XIV, § 1434, Dec. 
23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1557. 

§ 2282. Definitions 

When used in this chapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of Agriculture of the United States; 
(2) the term ‘‘Department of Agriculture’’ 

means the United States Department of Agri-
culture; and 

(3) the term ‘‘advisory committee’’ means 
any committee, board, commission, council, 
conference, panel, task force, or other similar 
group, or any subcommittee or other subgroup 
thereof that is established or utilized by the 
Department of Agriculture in the interest of 
obtaining advice or recommendations for the 
President or the Department of Agriculture, 
except that such term excludes any committee 
which (A) is composed wholly of full-time offi-
cers or employees of the Federal Government, 


