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(Pub. L. 95–608, title IV, § 402, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 
Stat. 3078.) 

§ 1963. Severability 

If any provision of this chapter or the applica-
bility thereof is held invalid, the remaining pro-
visions of this chapter shall not be affected 
thereby. 

(Pub. L. 95–608, title IV, § 403, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 
Stat. 3078.) 
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1, 1979, 43 F.R. 36037, 92 Stat. 3783; Pub. L. 96–46, Aug. 6, 

1979, 93 Stat. 338; Pub. L. 96–88, Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 668; 
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Part B of title XI of the Act is shown herein, however, 

as having been added by Pub. L. 103–382 without ref-
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extensive amendment of the part’s provisions by Pub. 

L. 103–382, title III, § 381, Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 3979. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 2503, 2504, 2505 

of this title; title 20 section 3489. 

§ 2001. Standards for basic education of Indian 
children in Bureau of Indian Affairs schools 

(a) Purpose 

(1) The purpose of the standards developed 
under this section shall be to afford Indian stu-
dents being served by a Bureau funded school 
with the same opportunities as all other stu-
dents to achieve the National Education Goals 
embodied in the Goals 2000: Educate America 
Act [20 U.S.C. 5801 et seq.]. Consistent with the 
provisions of this section and section 2011 of this 
title, the Secretary shall take such actions as 
are necessary to coordinate standards developed 
and implemented under this section with those 
in the State improvement plans developed and 
implemented pursuant to the Goals 2000: Edu-
cate America Act for the States in which each 
Bureau funded school operates. In developing 

and reviewing such standards and coordination, 
the Secretary shall utilize the findings and rec-
ommendations of the panel established in sec-
tion 315(b)(4) 1 of such Act. 

(2) The Secretary shall take immediate steps 
to encourage school boards of Bureau funded 
schools to engage their communities in adopting 
declarations of purposes of education in their 
communities, analyzing the implications of such 
purposes for their schools, and determining how 
such purposes may be made to motivate stu-
dents and faculties and otherwise animate their 
schools by May 1, 1995. Such declarations shall 
represent the aspirations of a community for 
the kinds of persons such community wants its 
children to increasingly become, and shall in-
clude such purposes as assuring that all learners 
are becoming accomplished in ways important 
to themselves and respected by their parents 
and communities, shaping worthwhile and satis-
fying lives for themselves, exemplifying the best 
values of the community and humankind, and 
becoming increasingly effective in shaping the 
character and quality of the world all learners 
share. 

(b) Studies and surveys 

Within 18 months of the publication of the vol-
untary national content standards described in 
section 203(a)(2) of the Goals 2000: Educate 
America Act [20 U.S.C. 5823(a)(2)], the Secretary, 
in consultation with the Secretary of Education 
and Indian organizations and tribes, shall carry 
out or cause to be carried out by contract with 
an Indian organization such studies and surveys, 
making the fullest use possible of other existing 
studies, surveys, and plans, as are necessary to 
establish and revise standards for the basic edu-
cation of Indian children attending Bureau fund-
ed schools. Such studies and surveys shall take 
into account factors such as academic needs, 
local cultural differences, type and level of lan-
guage skills, geographic isolation, and appro-
priate teacher-student ratios for such children, 
and shall be directed toward the attainment of 
equal educational opportunity for such children. 

(c) Revision of minimum academic standards 

(1) The Secretary shall revise the minimum 
academic standards published in the Federal 
Register of September 9, 1985 (50 Fed. Reg. 174) 
for the basic education of Indian children in ac-
cordance with the purpose described in sub-
section (a) of this section and the findings of the 
studies and surveys described in subsection (b) 
of this section, and shall publish such revised 
standards in the Federal Register for the pur-
pose of receiving comments from the tribes and 
other interested parties. Within 21 months of 
October 20, 1994, the Secretary shall establish 
final standards, distribute such standards to all 
the tribes and publish such final standards in 
the Federal Register. The Secretary shall revise 
such final standards periodically as necessary. 
Prior to any revision of such final standards, the 
Secretary shall distribute such proposed revi-
sion to all the tribes, and publish such proposed 
revision in the Federal Register, for the purpose 
of receiving comments from the tribes and other 
interested parties. 


