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and to fill vacancies until the next annual meet-
ing of the corporation. The number of members 
of the executive council shall initially be forty- 
four, and the members of the said council shall 
initially be the persons whose names and ad-
dresses are set forth in section 341 of this title. 

(Sept. 20, 1950, ch. 958, § 3, 64 Stat. 870.) 

§ 344. Principal office; territorial scope of activi-
ties 

The corporation shall have its principal office 
in the District of Columbia and shall have the 
right to conduct its activities in the said Dis-
trict and at any other place or places in the 
United States. 

(Sept. 20, 1950, ch. 958, § 4, 64 Stat. 871.) 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

Pub. L. 86–208, Aug. 25, 1959, 73 Stat. 431, provided: 

‘‘That the American Society of International Law, in-

corporated by the Act entitled ‘An Act to incorporate 

the American Society of International Law, and for 

other purposes’, approved September 20, 1950 (Public 

Law 794, ch. 958, Eighty-first Congress, second session 

(64 Stat. 869)) [this chapter], is authorized to use the 

real estate described as lot 805 square 2512, situated in 

the city of Washington, District of Columbia, as the na-

tional headquarters of such society.’’ 

§ 345. Powers of corporation 

The corporation shall have succession by its 
corporate name and shall have power to sue and 
be sued, complain and defend in any court of 
competent jurisdiction; to adopt, use, and alter 
a corporate seal; to choose such officers, man-
agers, and agents as its business may require; to 
adopt, amend, apply, and administer a constitu-
tion, bylaws, and regulations, not inconsistent 
with the laws of the United States of America or 
any State in which the corporation is to oper-
ate, for the management of its property and the 
regulation of its affairs; to contract and be con-
tracted with; to take and hold by lease, gift, 
purchase, grant, devise, or bequest, in full title, 
in trust, or otherwise, any property, real or per-
sonal, necessary for attaining the objects and 
carrying into effect the purposes of the corpora-
tion, subject however, to applicable provisions 
of law of any State (A) governing the amount or 
kind of real and personal property which may be 
held by, or (B) otherwise limiting or controlling 
the ownership of real and personal property by a 
corporation operating in such State; to transfer 
and convey real or personal property; to borrow 
money for the purposes of the corporation, and 
issue bonds therefor, and secure the same by 
mortgage subject in every case to all applicable 
provisions of Federal or State laws; to publish a 
journal and other publications, and generally to 
do any and all such acts and things as may be 
necessary and proper in carrying into effect the 
purposes of the corporation. 

(Sept. 20, 1950, ch. 958, § 5, 64 Stat. 871.) 

§ 346. Liability for acts of officers and agents; 
agent for service of process 

The corporation shall be liable for the acts of 
its officers and agents. It shall have in the Dis-
trict of Columbia at all times a designated agent 
authorized to accept service of process for the 

corporation; and notice to or service upon such 
agent, or mailed to the business address of such 
agent, shall be deemed notice to or service upon 
the corporation. 

(Sept. 20, 1950, ch. 958, § 6, 64 Stat. 871.) 

§ 347. Prohibition against issuance of stock, pay-
ment of dividends, or loans 

The corporation shall not issue shares of 
stock, nor declare or pay dividends, nor make 
loans or advances to its officers or members of 
its executive council or any of them. Any mem-
ber of its executive council who votes for or as-
sents to the making of a loan or advance to an 
officer of the corporation or to a member of its 
executive council, and any officer or officers 
participating in the making of any such loan or 
advance, shall be jointly and severally liable to 
the corporation for the amount of such loan or 
advance until the repayment thereof. 

(Sept. 20, 1950, ch. 958, § 7, 64 Stat. 871.) 

§ 348. Books and records; inspection 

The corporation shall keep correct and com-
plete books and records of account. It shall also 
keep minutes of the proceedings of its members, 
executive council, and committees having any of 
the authority of the said council. It shall also 
keep at its principal office a record giving the 
names and addresses of its members entitled to 
vote. All books and records of the corporation 
may be inspected by any member or his agent or 
attorney, for any proper purpose, at any reason-
able time. 

(Sept. 20, 1950, ch. 958, § 8, 64 Stat. 872.) 

§ 349. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–504, § 4(15), Aug. 30, 
1964, 78 Stat. 637 

Section, act Sept. 20, 1950, ch. 958, § 9, 64 Stat. 872, re-

lated to audit of financial transactions and report of 

such audit to Congress. See sections 1101 to 1103 of this 

title. 

§ 350. Duration of corporation 

The duration of the corporation shall be per-
petual. 

(Sept. 20, 1950, ch. 958, § 10, 64 Stat. 872.) 

§ 351. Acquisition of assets and liabilities of exist-
ing association 

The corporation may and shall acquire all of 
the assets of the existing unincorporated asso-
ciation known as the American Society of Inter-
national Law, subject to any liabilities and obli-
gations of the said association. 

(Sept. 20, 1950, ch. 958, § 11, 64 Stat. 872.) 

§ 352. Reservation of right to amend or repeal 
chapter 

The right to alter, repeal, or amend this chap-
ter is expressly reserved to Congress. 

(Sept. 20, 1950, ch. 958, § 12, 64 Stat. 872.) 

CHAPTER 17—UNITED STATES OLYMPIC 
COMMITTEE 

SUBCHAPTER I—CORPORATION 

Sec. 

371. Corporation created; principal offices; meet-

ings. 
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SUBCHAPTER II—NATIONAL GOVERNING BODIES 

391. Recognition of amateur sports organizations. 
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notice and hearing. 

(b) Eligibility requirements. 

(c) Period within which to comply with 

eligibility requirements; suspension 
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392. Duties of national governing bodies. 

393. Authority of national governing bodies. 

394. Review. 
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quirements and performance of duties by 

national governing bodies. 

(a) Written complaint; exhaustion of 

remedies requirement; hearing; de-
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tion; revocation of recognition. 

(b) Replacement of incumbent national 

governing body. 
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minations. 

396. Jurisdiction of restricted amateur athletic 

competitions; national governing body 

sanction for international amateur athletic 

competitions. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 384 of this title; 

title 18 section 2320. 

SUBCHAPTER I—CORPORATION 

§ 371. Corporation created; principal offices; 
meetings 

The following persons, to wit: 
Avery Brundage, New York City, New York; 

Kenneth L. Wilson, Chicago, Illinois; Asa S. 
Bushnell, Princeton, New Jersey; Owen V. Van 
Camp, Chicago, Illinois; Gustavus T. Kirby, Bed-

ford Hills, New York; John T. McGovern, New 
York City, New York; J. Lyman Bingham, Chi-
cago, Illinois; Daniel J. Ferris, New York City, 
New York; Thomas J. Hamilton, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; Thomas W. Herren, Washington, 
District of Columbia; Willis O. Hunter, Los An-
geles, California; Jeremiah T. Mahoney, New 
York City, New York; T. Nelson Metcalf, Chi-
cago, Illinois; Charles L. Ornstein, New York 
City, New York; James A. Rhodes, Columbus, 
Ohio; Albert Sigal, Atherton, California; H. 
Jamison Swarts, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Albert F. Wheltle, Baltimore, Maryland; Robert 
A. Fetzer, Chapel Hill, North Carolina; Karl E. 
Leib, Iowa City, Iowa; Frank G. McCormick, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota; Alfred R. Masters, 
Stanford University, California; E. L. Romney, 
Salt Lake City, Utah; E. Joseph Aronoff, Wash-
ington, District of Columbia; Richard E. Cross, 
Detroit, Michigan; Charles L. Diehm, New York 
City, New York; Ralph Furey, New York City, 
New York; Harry D. Henshel, New York City, 
New York; John B. Kelly, Senior, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania; Richard C. Larkins, Columbus, 
Ohio; Fred C. Matthaei, Detroit, Michigan; Colo-
nel Frederick R. Weber, West Point, New York; 
Hugh C. Willett, Los Angeles, California; Law-
rence J. Johnson, Boston, Massachusetts; Pat-
rick J. Kelly, New York City, New York; R. Max 
Ritter, Jenkintown, Pennsylvania; Fred L. 
Steers, Chicago, Illinois; Williard N. Greim, 
Denver, Colorado; General Douglas MacArthur, 
Tokyo, Japan; Joseph E. Raycroft, Princeton, 
New Jersey; Frederick W. Rubien, Manhasset, 
New York; John J. Raskob, New York City, New 
York; Frank P. Callahan, Schenectady, New 
York; William S. Haddock, Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania; J. W. Mitchell, Little Rock, Arkansas; 
William F. Bailey, High Point, North Carolina; 
Herman J. Fischer, Chicago, Illinois; R. J. H. 
Kiphuth, New Haven, Connecticut; Edward 
Rosenblum, Washington, District of Columbia; 
Ben York, West Palm Beach, Florida; Seymour 
Leiberman, Houston, Texas; Paul Jordan, Indi-
anapolis, Indiana; Mrs. Lillian Y. Whiting, Des 
Moines, Iowa; A. Wood Hardin, New Albany, In-
diana; Douglas F. Roby, Detroit, Michigan; Mar-
ion H. Miller, Kansas City, Missouri; Edwin F. 
Schaefer, Buffalo, New York; James A. Lee, 
Cleveland, Ohio; Robert C. Greenwade, 
Blackwell, Oklahoma; Charles Gevecker, St. 
Louis, Missouri; Roscoe C. Torrance, Seattle, 
Washington; Louis G. Wilke, Denver, Colorado; 
Doctor Barry J. Barrodale, Houma, Louisiana; 
Larry Houston, Los Angeles, California; C. W. 
Striet, Junior, Birmingham, Alabama; Norton 
G. Pritchett, Charlottesville, Virginia; Dernell 
Every, New York City, New York; Vaughn S. 
Blanchard, Detroit, Michigan; Major General 
Guy V. Henry, Chevy Chase, Maryland; George 
Edwards, Columbia, Missouri; John J. Fox, 
Larchmont, New York; Harold R. Gilbert, State 
College, Pennsylvania; Frank Small, Bayside, 
Long Island, New York; Colonel John T. Cole, 
Bell Haven, Alexandria, Virginia; Miguel de 
Capriles, Pleasantville, New York; Alexis 
Thompson, New York City, New York; Henry M. 
Beatty, Cleveland, Ohio; Roy E. Moore, New 
York City, New York; Mrs. Roberta Bonniwell, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Harry Hainsworth, 
Buffalo, New York; Major General William C. 



Page 83 TITLE 36—PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES AND OBSERVANCES § 374 

Rose, Washington, District of Columbia; Major 
General M. A. Edson, Montpelier, Vermont; 
Clifford Goes, New York City, New York; Joseph 
J. Barriskill, New York City, New York; Senator 
Peter J. Miller, Chicago, Illinois; Charles O. 
Roeser, Lansdowne, Pennsylvania; Mrs. Elsie 
Veits Jennings, New York City, New York; Wil-
liam C. Ackerman, Los Angeles, California; Rob-
ert J. Kane, Ithaca, New York; Mrs. Irvin Van 
Blarcom, Wichita, Kansas; Jay Ehret Mahoney, 
New York City, New York; John Terpak, York, 
Pennsylvania; Eric F. Pohl, San Antonio, Texas; 
Thomas F. Lennon, New York City, New York; 
Dietrich Wortmann, New York City, New York; 
Reaves E. Peters, Kansas City, Missouri; John 
M. Harmon, Boston, Massachusetts; George E. 
Little, New Brunswick, New Jersey; Arthur E. 
Eilers, St. Louis, Missouri; James H. Stewart, 
Dallas, Texas; Harry N. Keighley, Evanston, Illi-
nois; Doctor G. Randolph Manning, New York 
City, New York; Harold T. Friermood, New York 
City, New York; Earl R. Yeomans, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania; and their associates and succes-
sors, are created a body corporate by the name 
of ‘‘United States Olympic Committee’’ (herein-
after referred to as the ‘‘Corporation’’). The Cor-
poration shall maintain its principal offices and 
national headquarters in such place in the 
United States as is determined by the Corpora-
tion, and may hold its annual and special meet-
ings in such places as the Corporation shall de-
termine. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 101, formerly § 1, 
64 Stat. 899; Aug. 10, 1964, Pub. L. 88–407, 78 Stat. 
383; renumbered title I, § 101, and amended Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(a), 92 Stat. 3045.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1978—Pub. L. 95–606 substituted ‘‘Corporation’’ for 
‘‘corporation’’, ‘‘such place in the United States as is 
determined by the Corporation’’ for ‘‘the city of Wash-
ington, District of Columbia’’ and ‘‘the Corporation’’ 

for ‘‘the said incorporators’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Olympic Committee’’ substituted in 

text for ‘‘United States Olympic Association’’ on au-

thority of Pub. L. 88–407, which is set out as section 383 

of this title. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Provision preceding section 1 of Pub. L. 95–606 pro-

vided: ‘‘That this Act [enacting sections 372 to 382b and 

391 to 396 of this title, amending this section, and re-

pealing former sections 372 to 382 of this title] may be 

cited as the ‘Amateur Sports Act of 1978’.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 372 of this title. 

§ 372. Completion of organization 

A majority of the persons named in section 371 
of this title, or their successors, are hereby au-
thorized to meet to complete the organization of 
the Corporation by the adoption of a constitu-
tion and bylaws, the election of officers, and by 
doing all things necessary to carry into effect 
the provisions of this chapter. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 102, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3045.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 372, act Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, § 2, 64 

Stat. 900, related to the procedure for the completion of 

the organization of the corporation, prior to repeal by 

Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b). 

§ 373. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, the term— 
(1) ‘‘amateur athlete’’ means any athlete 

who meets the eligibility standards estab-
lished by the national governing body for the 
sport in which the athlete competes; 

(2) ‘‘amateur athletic competition’’ means a 
contest, game, meet, match, tournament, re-
gatta, or other event in which amateur ath-
letes compete; 

(3) ‘‘amateur sports organization’’ means a 
not-for-profit corporation, club, federation, 
union, association, or other group organized in 
the United States which sponsors or arranges 
any amateur athletic competition; 

(4) ‘‘Corporation’’ means the United States 
Olympic Committee; 

(5) ‘‘international amateur athletic competi-
tion’’ means any amateur athletic competi-
tion between any athlete or athletes rep-
resenting the United States, either individ-
ually or as part of a team, and any athletic or 
athletes representing any foreign country; 

(6) ‘‘national governing body’’ means an 
amateur sports organization which is recog-
nized by the Corporation in accordance with 
section 391 of this title; and 

(7) ‘‘sanction’’ means a certificate of ap-
proval issued by a national governing body. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 103, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3045.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 373, act Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, § 3, 64 

Stat. 900, related to objects and purposes of corpora-

tion, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b). See section 

374 of this title. 

§ 374. Objects and purposes of Corporation 

The objects and purposes of the Corporation 
shall be to— 

(1) establish national goals for amateur ath-
letic activities and encourage the attainment 
of those goals; 

(2) coordinate and develop amateur athletic 
activity in the United States directly relating 
to international amateur athletic competi-
tion, so as to foster productive working rela-
tionships among sports-related organizations; 

(3) exercise exclusive jurisdiction, either di-
rectly or through its constituent members of 
committees, over all matters pertaining to the 
participation of the United States in the 
Olympic Games and in the Pan-American 
Games, including the representation of the 
United States in such games, and over the or-
ganization of the Olympic Games and the Pan- 
American Games when held in the United 
States; 

(4) obtain for the United States, either di-
rectly or by delegation to the appropriate na-
tional governing body, the most competent 
amateur representation possible in each com-
petition and event of the Olympic Games and 
of the Pan-American Games; 

(5) promote and support amateur athletic ac-
tivities involving the United States and for-
eign nations; 
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(6) promote and encourage physical fitness 
and public participation in amateur athletic 
activities; 

(7) assist organizations and persons con-
cerned with sports in the development of ama-
teur athletic programs for amateur athletes; 

(8) provide for the swift resolution of con-
flicts and disputes involving amateur athletes, 
national governing bodies, and amateur sports 
organizations, and protect the opportunity of 
any amateur athlete, coach, trainer, manager, 
administrator, or official to participate in 
amateur athletic competition; 

(9) foster the development of amateur ath-
letic facilities for use by amateur athletes and 
assist in making existing amateur athletic fa-
cilities available for use by amateur athletes; 

(10) provide and coordinate technical infor-
mation on physical training, equipment de-
sign, coaching, and performance analysis; 

(11) encourage and support research, devel-
opment, and dissemination of information in 
the areas of sports medicine and sports safety; 

(12) encourage and provide assistance to 
amateur athletic activities for women; 

(13) encourage and provide assistance to 
amateur athletic programs and competition 
for handicapped individuals, including, where 
feasible, the expansion of opportunities for 
meaningful participation by handicapped indi-
viduals in programs of athletic competition 
for able-bodied individuals; and 

(14) encourage and provide assistance to 
amateur athletes of racial and ethnic minori-
ties for the purpose of eliciting the participa-
tion of such minorities in amateur athletic ac-
tivities in which they are underrepresented. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 104, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3046.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 374, act Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, § 4, 64 

Stat. 900, related to powers of corporation, prior to re-

peal by Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b). See section 375 of this 

title. 
Provisions similar to those comprising this section 

were contained in former section 373 of this title prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 384 of this title. 

§ 375. Powers of Corporation 

(a) The Corporation shall have perpetual suc-
cession and power to— 

(1) serve as the coordinating body for ama-
teur athletic activity in the United States di-
rectly relating to international amateur ath-
letic competition; 

(2) represent the United States as its na-
tional Olympic committee in relations with 
the International Olympic Committee and the 
Pan-American Sports Organization; 

(3) organize, finance, and control the rep-
resentation of the United States in the com-
petitions and events of the Olympic Games 
and of the Pan-American Games, and obtain, 
either directly or by delegation to the appro-
priate national governing body, amateur rep-
resentation for such games; 

(4) recognize eligible amateur sports organi-
zations as national governing bodies for any 

sport which is included on the program of the 
Olympic Games or the Pan-American Games; 

(5) facilitate, through orderly and effective 
administrative procedures, the resolution of 
conflicts or disputes which involve any of its 
members and any amateur athlete, coach, 
trainer, manager, administrator, official, na-
tional governing body, or amateur sports orga-
nization and which arise in connection with 
their eligibility for and participation in the 
Olympic Games, the Pan-American world 
championship competition, or other protected 
competition as defined in the constitution and 
bylaws of the Corporation; 

(6) sue and be sued; 
(7) make contracts; 
(8) acquire, hold, and dispose of real and per-

sonal property as may be necessary for its cor-
porate purposes; 

(9) accept gifts, legacies, and devices in fur-
therance of its corporate purposes; 

(10) borrow money to carry out its corporate 
purposes, issue notes, bonds, or other evi-
dences of indebtedness therefor, and secure the 
same by mortgage, subject in each case to the 
laws of the United States or of any State; 

(11) provide financial assistance to any orga-
nization or association, other than a corpora-
tion organized for profit, in furtherance of the 
purposes of the Corporation; 

(12) approve and revoke membership in the 
Corporation; 

(13) adopt and alter a corporate seal; 
(14) establish and maintain offices for the 

conduct of the affairs of the Corporation; 
(15) publish a newspaper, magazine, or other 

publication consistent with its corporate pur-
poses; and 

(16) do any and all acts and things necessary 
and proper to carry out the purposes of the 
Corporation. 

(b) The Corporation shall adopt and may 
amend a constitution and bylaws not inconsist-
ent with the laws of the United States or of any 
State, except that the Corporation may amend 
its constitution only if it— 

(1) publishes in its principal publication a 
general notice of the proposed alteration of 
the constitution, including the substantive 
terms of the alteration, the time and place of 
the Corporation’s regular meeting at which 
the alteration is to be decided, and a provision 
informing interested persons that they may 
submit materials as authorized in paragraph 
(2); and 

(2) gives to all interested persons, prior to 
the adoption of any amendment, an oppor-
tunity to submit written data, views, or argu-
ments concerning the proposed amendment for 
a period of at least 60 days after the date of 
publication of the notice. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 105, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3047.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 375, act Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, § 5, 64 

Stat. 901, related to membership in the corporation, 

prior to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b). See section 376 

of this title. 
Provisions similar to those comprising this section 

were contained in former section 374 of this title prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606. 
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§ 376. Membership 

(a) Eligibility for membership in the Corpora-
tion shall be determined in accordance with the 
constitution and bylaws of the Corporation. 

(b) In its constitution and bylaws, the Cor-
poration shall establish and maintain provisions 
with respect to its governance and the conduct 
of its affairs for reasonable representation of— 

(1) amateur sports organizations recognized 
as national governing bodies in accordance 
with section 391 of this title; 

(2) amateur athletes who are actively en-
gaged in amateur athletic competition or who 
have represented the United States in inter-
national amateur athletic competition within 
the preceding 10 years; 

(3) amateur sports organizations which con-
duct a national program or regular national 
amateur athletic competition in two or more 
sports which are included on the program of 
the Olympic Games or the Pan-American 
Games on a level of proficiency appropriate for 
the selection of amateur athletes to represent 
the United States in international amateur 
athletic competition; and 

(4) individuals not affiliated or associated 
with any amateur sports organization who in 
the Corporation’s judgment represent the in-
terests of the American public in the activi-
ties of the Corporation. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 106, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3048.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 376, act Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, § 6, 64 

Stat. 901, related to nonpolitical nature of Corporation, 

prior to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b). See section 377 

of this title. 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 

were contained in former section 375 of this title prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606. 

§ 377. Nonpolitical nature of Corporation 

The Corporation shall be nonpolitical and, as 
an organization, shall not promote the can-
didacy of any person seeking public office. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 107, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3048.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 377, act Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, § 7, 64 

Stat. 901, related to prohibition against issuance of 

stock or business activities, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 

95–606, § 1(b). See section 378 of this title. 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 

were contained in former section 376 of this title prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606. 

§ 378. Prohibition against issuance of stock or 
business activities 

The Corporation shall have no power to issue 
capital stock or to engage in business for pecu-
niary profit or gain. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 108, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3048.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 378, act Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, § 8, 64 

Stat. 901, authorized Corporation to acquire assets and 

liabilities of unincorporated association known as the 

United States Olympic Association, prior to repeal by 

Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b). See section 379 of this title. 
Provisions similar to those comprising this section 

were contained in former section 377 of this title prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606. 

§ 379. Acquisition of assets and liabilities of exist-
ing association 

The Corporation may acquire any or all of the 
assets of the existing unincorporated associa-
tion, known as ‘‘The United States Olympic As-
sociation’’, upon discharging or satisfactorily 
providing for the payment and discharge of all 
the liabilities of such unincorporated associa-
tion. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 109, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3048.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 379, acts Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, § 9, 64 

Stat. 901; Aug. 10, 1964, Pub. L. 88–407, 78 Stat. 383, relat-

ed to penalty for fraudulent pretense of membership or 

use of insignia, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b). 

See section 380 of this title. 
Provisions similar to those comprising this section 

were contained in former section 378 of this title prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606. 

§ 380. Use of Olympic symbols, emblems, trade-
marks and names 

(a) Unauthorized use; civil action; lawful use 
prior to September 21, 1950 

Without the consent of the Corporation, any 
person who uses for the purpose of trade, to in-
duce the sale of any goods or services, or to pro-
mote any theatrical exhibition, athletic per-
formance, or competition— 

(1) the symbol of the International Olympic 
Committee, consisting of 5 interlocking rings; 

(2) the emblem of the Corporation, consist-
ing of an escutcheon having a blue chief and 
vertically extending red and white bars on the 
base with 5 interlocking rings displayed on the 
chief; 

(3) any trademark, trade name, sign, symbol, 
or insignia falsely representing association 
with, or authorization by, the International 
Olympic Committee or the Corporation; or 

(4) the words ‘‘Olympic’’, ‘‘Olympiad’’, 
‘‘Citius Altius Fortius’’, or any combination 
or simulation thereof tending to cause confu-
sion, to cause mistake, to deceive, or to false-
ly suggest a connection with the Corporation 
or any Olympic activity; 

shall be subject to suit in a civil action by the 
Corporation for the remedies provided in the Act 
of July 5, 1946 (60 Stat. 427; popularly known as 
the Trademark Act of 1946) [15 U.S.C. 1051 et 
seq.]. However, any person who actually used 
the emblem in subsection (a)(2) of this section, 
or the words, or any combination thereof, in 
subsection (a)(4) of this section for any lawful 
purpose prior to September 21, 1950, shall not be 
prohibited by this section from continuing such 
lawful use for the same purpose and for the same 
goods or services. In addition, any person who 
actually used, or whose assignor actually used, 
any other trademark, trade name, sign, symbol, 
or insignia described in subsections (a)(3) and (4) 
of this section for any lawful purpose prior to 
September 21, 1950 shall not be prohibited by 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘anticipates’’. 

this section from continuing such lawful use for 
the same purpose and for the same goods or 
services. 

(b) Contributors and suppliers 

The Corporation may authorize contributors 
and suppliers of goods or services to use the 
trade name of the Corporation as well as any 
trademark, symbol, insignia, or emblem of the 
International Olympic Committee or of the Cor-
poration in advertising that the contributions, 
goods, or services were donated, supplied, or fur-
nished to or for the use of, approved, selected, or 
used by the Corporation or United States Olym-
pic or Pan-American team or team members. 

(c) Exclusive right of Corporation 

The Corporation shall have exclusive right to 
use the name ‘‘United States Olympic Commit-
tee’’; the symbol described in subsection (a)(1) of 
this section; the emblem described in subsection 
(a)(2) of this section; and the words ‘‘Olympic’’, 
‘‘Olympiad’’, ‘‘Citius Altius Fortius’’ or any 
combination thereof subject to the preexisting 
rights described in subsection (a) of this section. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 110, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3048.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of July 5, 1946 (60 Stat. 427; popularly known as 

the Trademark Act of 1946), referred to in subsec. (a), 

is act July 5, 1946, ch. 540, 60 Stat. 427, as amended, also 

popularly known as the Lanham Act, which is classi-

fied generally to chapter 22 (§ 1051 et seq.) of Title 15, 

Commerce and Trade. For complete classification of 

this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 

section 1051 of Title 15 and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 380, act Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, § 10, 64 

Stat. 902, related to agents for service of process, prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b). See section 381 of this 

title. 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 

were contained in former section 379 of this title prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 15 sections 1116, 

1117; title 18 section 2320. 

§ 381. Agents for service of process 

As a condition precedent to the exercise of any 
power or privilege granted or conferred under 
this chapter, the Corporation shall file in the of-
fice of the secretary of state, or similar office, in 
each State the name and post-office address of 
an authorized agent of the Corporation in such 
State upon whom local process or demands 
against the Corporation may be served. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 111, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3049.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 381, act Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, § 11, 64 

Stat. 902, related to reservation of right to amend or re-

peal act Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, 64 Stat. 899, which com-

prises this chapter, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606, 

§ 1(b). See section 382 of this title. 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 

were contained in former section 380 of this title prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606. 

§ 382. Reservation of right to amend or repeal 
chapter 

The right to alter, amend, or repeal this chap-
ter at any time is hereby expressly reserved. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 112, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3049.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 382, acts Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, § 12, 64 

Stat. 902; Aug. 30, 1964, Pub. L. 88–504, § 4(16), 78 Stat. 

637, related to transmission of reports to Congress, 

prior to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b). See section 382a 

of this title. 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 

were contained in former section 381 of this title prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606. 

§ 382a. Annual report to President and Congress 
on operations; report to Speaker of House 
and President of Senate on authorized 
grants 

(a) The Corporation shall, on or before the 
first day of June in each year, transmit simulta-
neously to the President and to each House of 
Congress a detailed report of its operations for 
the preceding calendar year, including a full and 
complete statement of its receipts and expendi-
tures and a comprehensive description of the ac-
tivities and accomplishments of the Corporation 
during the preceding year. Copies of the report 
shall be made available by the Corporation to 
interested persons at a reasonable cost. 

(b) The Corporation shall, on or before the 
first day of June in each year, transmit simulta-
neously to the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives and to the President of the Senate 
a detailed report of those grants authorized to 
the Corporation pursuant to the provisions of 
section 211 of the Act and a full and complete 
statement of the expenditures of such funds 
made available. The report shall be referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations of each House 
and shall include a detailed and comprehensive 
description of those programs which the Cor-
poration anticipate 1 it will finance during the 
next fiscal year out of such funds made available 
pursuant to the provisions of section 211 of the 
Act. The Corporation shall continue to transmit 
the report required under this subsection (b) 
until the total sums made available under sec-
tion 211 of the Act have been expended. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 113, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3049.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 211 of the Act, referred to in subsec. (b), prob-

ably means section 210 of Senate Bill S. 2727, redesig-

nated section 211 in Senate Report No. 95–770, which 

was originally proposed by the Senate as part of the 

legislation that was enacted as Pub. L. 95–606 but was 

omitted in the final version as enacted by Congress. 

Similar statutory provisions were enacted in Pub. L. 

95–482, § 113, Oct. 18, 1978, 92 Stat. 1605, which is classi-

fied to section 384 of this title. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those comprising this section 

were contained in former section 382 of this title prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 95–606. 
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§ 382b. Resolution of disputes 

In its constitution and bylaws, the Corpora-
tion shall establish and maintain provisions for 
the swift and equitable resolution of disputes in-
volving any of its members and relating to the 
opportunity of an amateur athlete, coach, train-
er, manager, administrator, or official to par-
ticipate in the Olympic Games, the Pan-Amer-
ican Games, world championship competition, 
or other such protected competition as defined 
in such constitution and bylaws. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title I, § 114, as added Nov. 
8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 1(b), 92 Stat. 3049.) 

§ 383. Change in name of United States Olympic 
Association 

The corporation known as the United States 
Olympic Association, which was incorporated by 
this chapter, shall be known and designated on 
and after August 10, 1964, as the United States 
Olympic Committee and any reference to such 
corporation under the name of the United States 
Olympic Association shall be held to refer to 
such corporation under and by the name of the 
United States Olympic Committee. 

(Pub. L. 88–407, Aug. 10, 1964, 78 Stat. 383.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of act Sept. 21, 1950, 

ch. 975, which comprises this chapter. 

§ 384. Grants to Corporation 

(a) Authorization; development of amateur ath-
letics in United States 

The Secretary of Commerce (hereinafter in 
this section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) is 
authorized to award grants to the United States 
Olympic Committee (hereinafter in this section 
referred to as ‘‘the Corporation’’) to assist in the 
development of amateur athletics in the United 
States. The Corporation may apply to the Sec-
retary for funds available under this section, 
and shall use such funds consistent with the pro-
visions of the Amateur Sports Act of 1978. The 
Secretary may approve any application which 
meets the requirements of this section, and 
award grants to the Corporation in a total sum 
not exceeding $16,000,000 to finance the construc-
tion, improvement, and maintenance of facili-
ties for programs of amateur athletic activity 
and to defray direct operating costs of programs 
of amateur athletic activity, consistent with 
section 374 of this title. 

(b) Annual report 

The Corporation shall, on or before the first 
day of June of each year, transmit to the Con-
gress a report which shall include a detailed ac-
counting of the funds made available to the Cor-
poration by the Secretary pursuant to sub-
section (a) of this section and a comprehensive 
description of those projects which the Corpora-
tion anticipates it will finance during the next 
fiscal year with funds authorized by this section. 

(c) Application for funds; access to books, docu-
ments, etc. 

Each application for funds available under this 
section shall be in such form as the Secretary 

shall provide and shall contain provisions to as-
sure that such funds are disbursed in accordance 
with the provisions of this section. For the pur-
pose of review or audit, the Secretary shall have 
access to any books, documents, papers, and 
records which are relevant to any grant received 
under this section. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary not to exceed $16,000,000 in fiscal year 
1980, such sums to remain available until ex-
pended. 

(Pub. L. 95–482, § 113, Oct. 18, 1978, 92 Stat. 1605.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Amateur Sports Act of 1978, referred to in subsec. 

(a), is Pub. L. 95–606, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3045, which 

enacted sections 372 to 382b and 391 to 396 of this title, 

amended section 371 of this title, repealed former sec-

tions 372 to 382 of this title, and enacted a provision set 

out as a note under section 371 of this title. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 

Title of 1978 Amendment note set out under section 371 

of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of act Sept. 21, 1950, 

ch. 975, which comprises this chapter. 

SUBCHAPTER II—NATIONAL GOVERNING 
BODIES 

§ 391. Recognition of amateur sports organiza-
tions 

(a) National governing body; application; notice 
and hearing 

For any sport which is included on the pro-
gram of the Olympic Games or the Pan-Amer-
ican Games, the Corporation is authorized to 
recognize as a national governing body an ama-
teur sports organization which files an applica-
tion and is eligible for such recognition, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of subsection (b) of 
this section. The Corporation shall recognize 
only one national governing body for each sport 
for which an application is made and approved. 
Prior to the recognition of a national governing 
body under the authority granted under this 
subchapter and in accordance with the proce-
dures and requirements of this section, the Cor-
poration shall hold a hearing open to the public 
on the application for such recognition. The 
Corporation shall publish notice of the time, 
place, and nature of the hearing. Publication 
shall be made in a regular issue of the Corpora-
tion’s principal publication at least 30 days, but 
not more than 60 days, prior to the date of the 
hearing. 

(b) Eligibility requirements 

No amateur sports organization is eligible to 
be recognized or is eligible to continue to be rec-
ognized as a national governing body unless it— 

(1) is incorporated under the laws of any of 
the several States of the United States or the 
District of Columbia as a not-for-profit cor-
poration having as its purpose the advance-
ment of amateur athletic competition, and has 
the managerial and financial capability to 
plan and execute its obligations; 

(2) submits an application for recognition, in 
such form as the Corporation shall require, as 
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a national governing body and, upon applica-
tion, submits a copy of its corporate charter 
and bylaws and any additional information as 
is considered necessary or appropriate by the 
Corporation; 

(3) agrees to submit, upon demand of the 
Corporation, to binding arbitration conducted 
in accordance with the commercial rules of 
the American Arbitration Association in any 
controversy involving its recognition as a na-
tional governing body, as provided for in sec-
tion 395 of this title, or involving the oppor-
tunity of any amateur athlete, coach, trainer, 
manager, administrator or official to partici-
pate in amateur athletic competition, as pro-
vided for in the Corporation’s constitution and 
bylaws; 

(4) demonstrates that it is autonomous in 
the governance of its sport, in that it 
independently determines and controls all 
matters central to such governance, does not 
delegate such determination and control, and 
is free from outside restraint, and dem-
onstrates that it is a member of no more than 
one international sports federation which gov-
erns a sport included on the program of the 
Olympic Games or the Pan-American Games; 

(5) demonstrates that its membership is 
open to any individual who is an amateur ath-
lete, coach, trainer, manager, administrator, 
or official active in the sport for which rec-
ognition is sought, or to any amateur sports 
organization which conducts programs in the 
sport for which recognition is sought, or to 
both; 

(6) provides an equal opportunity to amateur 
athletes, coaches, trainers, managers, admin-
istrators, and officials to participate in ama-
teur athletic competition, without discrimina-
tion on the basis of race, color, religion, age, 
sex, or national origin, and with fair notice 
and opportunity for a hearing to any amateur 
athlete, coach, trainer, manager, adminis-
trator, or official before declaring such indi-
vidual ineligible to participate; 

(7) is governed by a board of directors or 
other such governing board whose members 
are selected without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, national origin or sex, except that, in 
sports where there are separate male and fe-
male programs, it provides for reasonable rep-
resentation of both males and females on such 
board of directors or other such governing 
board; 

(8) demonstrates that its board of directors 
or other such governing board includes among 
its voting members individuals who are ac-
tively engaged in amateur athletic competi-
tion in the sport for which recognition is 
sought or who have represented the United 
States in international amateur athletic com-
petition in the sport for which recognition is 
sought within the preceding 10 years, and that 
the membership and voting power held by such 
individuals is not less than 20 percent of such 
membership and voting power held in that 
board of directors or other such governing 
board; 

(9) provides for reasonable direct representa-
tion on its board of directors or other such 
governing board for any amateur sports orga-

nization which, in the sport for which recogni-
tion is sought, conducts, on a level of pro-
ficiency appropriate for the selection of ama-
teur athletes to represent the United States in 
international amateur athletic competition, a 
national program or regular national amateur 
athletic competition, and ensures that such 
representation shall reflect the nature, scope, 
quality, and strength of the programs and 
competitions of such amateur sports organiza-
tion in relation to all other such programs and 
competitions in such sport in the United 
States; 

(10) demonstrates that none of its officers 
are also officers of any other amateur sports 
organization which is recognized as a national 
governing body; 

(11) provides procedures for the prompt and 
equitable resolution of grievances of its mem-
bers; 

(12) does not have eligibility criteria relat-
ing to amateur status which are more restric-
tive than those of the appropriate inter-
national sports federation; and 

(13) demonstrates, if it is an amateur sports 
organization seeking recognition as a national 
governing body, that it is prepared to meet the 
obligations imposed on a national governing 
body under section 392 of this title. 

(c) Period within which to comply with eligi-
bility requirements; suspension or revoca-
tion of recognition 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), any 
amateur sports organization which on November 
8, 1978, is recognized by the Corporation to rep-
resent a particular sport shall be considered to 
be the national governing body for that sport. 
Such an organization is exempt for a period of 2 
years from November 8, 1978, from meeting the 
requirements of subsection (b) of this section, 
and during the 2-year period shall take the nec-
essary actions to meet such requirements if it 
desires to retain its recognition. After the expi-
ration of the 2-year period, such an organization 
shall continue as the national governing body 
for that sport unless the Corporation determines 
that such organization is not in compliance with 
the requirements of subsection (b) of this sec-
tion, in which event the Corporation shall— 

(A) suspend the recognition of such national 
governing body; 

(B) revoke the recognition of such national 
governing body; or 

(C) extend the 2-year period for not longer 
than 1 year, if the national governing body has 
proven by clear and convincing evidence that, 
through no fault of its own, it needs additional 
time to comply with such requirements. 

If, at the end of the extension period referred to 
in subparagraph (C) of this paragraph, the na-
tional governing body has not complied with 
such requirements, the Corporation shall revoke 
the recognition of such national governing body. 
Any such national governing body aggrieved by 
the Corporation’s determination under this sub-
section may submit a demand for arbitration in 
accordance with section 395(c) of this title. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of para-
graph (1), the Corporation may suspend or re-
voke the recognition of a national governing 
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body during the 2-year period if such suspension 
or revocation is for the same reason as the Cor-
poration could have revoked or suspended such 
national governing body prior to November 8, 
1978. 

(d) Recommendation of national governing body 
as United States representative to appro-
priate international sports federation 

Within 61 days after recognizing an amateur 
sports organization as a national governing 
body, in accordance with subsection (a) of this 
section, the Corporation shall recommend and 
support in any appropriate manner such na-
tional governing body to the appropriate inter-
national sports federation as the representative 
of the United States for that sport. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title II, § 201, as added 
Nov. 8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 2, 92 Stat. 3050.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 373, 376, 395 of 

this title. 

§ 392. Duties of national governing bodies 

(a) For the sport which it governs, a national 
governing body is under duty to— 

(1) develop interest and participation 
throughout the United States and be respon-
sible to the persons and amateur sports orga-
nizations it represents; 

(2) minimize, through coordination with 
other amateur sports organizations, conflicts 
in the scheduling of all practices and competi-
tions; 

(3) keep amateur athletes informed of policy 
matters and reasonably reflect the views of 
such athletes in its policy decisions; 

(4) promptly review every request submitted 
by an amateur sports organization or person 
for a sanction (A) to hold an international 
amateur athletic competition in the United 
States; or (B) to sponsor United States ama-
teur athletes to compete in international ama-
teur athletic competition held outside the 
United States, and determine whether to grant 
such sanction, in accordance with the provi-
sions of subsection (b) of this section; 

(5) allow an amateur athlete to compete in 
any international amateur athletic competi-
tion conducted under its auspices or that of 
any other amateur sports organization or per-
son, unless it establishes that its denial was 
based on evidence that the organization or 
person conducting the competition did not 
meet the requirements stated in subsection (b) 
of this section; 

(6) provide equitable support and encourage-
ment for participation by women where sepa-
rate programs for male and female athletes 
are conducted on a national basis; 

(7) encourage and support amateur athletic 
sports programs for handicapped individuals 
and the participation of handicapped individ-
uals in amateur athletic activity, including, 
where feasible, the expansion of opportunities 
for meaningful participation by handicapped 
individuals in programs of athletic competi-
tion for able-bodied individuals; 

(8) provide and coordinate technical infor-
mation on physical training, equipment de-
sign, coaching, and performance analysis; and 

(9) encourage and support research, develop-
ment, and dissemination of information in the 
areas of sports medicine and sports safety. 

(b) As a result of its review under subsection 
(a)(4) of this section, if a national governing 
body does not determine by clear and convincing 
evidence that holding or sponsoring an inter-
national amateur athletic competition would be 
detrimental to the best interest of the sport, the 
national governing body shall promptly grant to 
an amateur sports organization or person a 
sanction to— 

(1) hold an international amateur athletic 
competition in the United States, if such ama-
teur sports organization or person— 

(A) pays to the national governing body 
any required sanctioning fee, if such fee is 
reasonable and nondiscriminatory; 

(B) demonstrates that— 
(i) appropriate measures have been taken 

to protect the amateur status of athletes 
who will take part in the competition and 
to protect their eligibility to compete in 
amateur athletic competition, 

(ii) appropriate provision has been made 
for validation of records which may be es-
tablished during the competition, 

(iii) due regard has been given to any 
international amateur athletic require-
ments specifically applicable to the com-
petition, 

(iv) the competition will be conducted by 
qualified officials, 

(v) proper medical supervision will be 
provided for athletes who will participate 
in the competition, and 

(vi) proper safety precautions have been 
taken to protect the personal welfare of 
the athletes and spectators at the com-
petition, and 

(C) submits to the national governing body 
an audited or notarized financial report of 
similar events, if any, conducted by the 
amateur sports organization or person; or 

(2) sponsor United States amateur athletes 
to compete in international amateur athletic 
competition held outside the United States, if 
such amateur sports organization or person— 

(A) pays to the national governing body 
any required sanctioning fee, if such fee is 
reasonable and nondiscriminatory; 

(B) submits a letter from the appropriate 
entity which will hold the international 
amateur athletic competition certifying 
that— 

(i) appropriate measures have been taken 
to protect the amateur status of athletes 
who will take part in the competition and 
to protect their eligibility to compete in 
amateur athletic competition, 

(ii) appropriate provision has been made 
for validation of records which may be es-
tablished during the competition, 

(iii) due regard has been given to any 
international amateur athletic require-
ments specifically applicable to the com-
petition, 

(iv) the competition will be conducted by 
qualified officials, 

(v) proper medical supervision will be 
provided for athletes who will participate 
in the competition, and 
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(vi) proper safety precautions have been 
taken to protect the personal welfare of 
the athletes and spectators at the com-
petition; and 

(C) submits a report of the most recent 
trip, if any, to a foreign country which the 
amateur sports organization or person spon-
sored for the purpose of having United 
States amateur athletes compete in inter-
national amateur athletic competition. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title II, § 202, as added 
Nov. 8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 2, 92 Stat. 3052.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 391, 395 of this 

title. 

§ 393. Authority of national governing bodies 

For the sport which it governs, a national gov-
erning body is authorized to— 

(1) represent the United States in the appro-
priate international sports federation; 

(2) establish national goals and encourage 
the attainment of those goals; 

(3) serve as the coordinating body for ama-
teur athletic activity in the United States; 

(4) exercise jurisdiction over international 
amateur athletic activities and sanction inter-
national amateur athletic competition held in 
the United States and sanction the sponsor-
ship of international amateur athletic com-
petition held outside the United States; 

(5) conduct amateur athletic competition, 
including national championships, and inter-
national amateur athletic competition in the 
United States, and establish procedures for 
the determination of eligibility standards for 
participation in such competitions, except for 
that amateur athletic competition specified in 
section 396 of this title; 

(6) recommend to the Corporation individ-
uals and teams to represent the United States 
in the Olympic Games and the Pan-American 
Games; and 

(7) designate individuals and teams to rep-
resent the United States in international ama-
teur athletic competition (other than the 
Olympic Games and the Pan-American Games) 
and certify, in accordance with applicable 
international rules, the amateur eligibility of 
such individuals and teams. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title II, § 203, as added 
Nov. 8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 2, 92 Stat. 3054.) 

REPLACEMENT OF NATIONAL GOVERNING BODY 

PURSUANT TO ARBITRATION 

Pub. L. 96–304, title I, § 100, July 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 898, 

provided in part that: ‘‘none of the national governing 

body authority specified in section 203 of Public Law 

95–606 [36 U.S.C. 393] as hereby amended shall be exer-

cised by, a national governing body member of the 

Committee for a particular sport, when another ama-

teur sports organization has been declared (pursuant to 

binding arbitration proceedings prescribed by the or-

ganic documents of the Committee) entitled to replace 

such national governing body as the member of the 

Committee for that sport.’’ 

§ 394. Review 

The Corporation may review all matters relat-
ing to the continued recognition of a national 

governing body and may take such action as it 
considers appropriate, including, but not limited 
to, placing conditions upon the continued rec-
ognition of the national governing body. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title II, § 204, as added 
Nov. 8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 2, 92 Stat. 3055.) 

§ 395. Compelling compliance with eligibility re-
quirements and performance of duties by na-
tional governing bodies 

(a) Written complaint; exhaustion of remedies re-
quirement; hearing; determination by Cor-
poration; probation; revocation of recogni-
tion 

(1) Any amateur sports organization or person 
which belongs to or is eligible to belong to a na-
tional governing body may seek to compel such 
national governing body to comply with the re-
quirements of sections 391(b) and 392 of this title 
by filing a written complaint with the Corpora-
tion. Such organization or person may take such 
action only after having exhausted all available 
remedies within such national governing body 
for correcting deficiencies, unless it can be 
shown by clear and convincing evidence that 
those remedies would have resulted in unneces-
sary delay. The Corporation shall establish pro-
cedures for the filing and disposition of com-
plaints received under this subsection. A copy of 
the complaint shall also be served on the appli-
cable national governing body. 

(2) Within 30 days after the filing of the com-
plaint, the Corporation shall determine whether 
the organization has exhausted its remedies 
within the applicable national governing body, 
as provided in paragraph (1) of this subsection. If 
the Corporation determines that any such rem-
edies have not been exhausted, it may direct 
that such remedies be pursued before the Cor-
poration will further consider the complaint. 

(3)(A) Within 90 days after the filing of a com-
plaint under paragraph (1) of this subsection, if 
the Corporation determines that all such rem-
edies have been exhausted, it shall hold a hear-
ing to receive testimony for the purpose of de-
termining if such national governing body is in 
compliance with the requirements of sections 
391(b) and 392 of this title. 

(B) If the Corporation determines, as a result 
of the hearings conducted pursuant to this sub-
section, that such national governing body is in 
compliance with the requirements of sections 
391(b) and 392 of this title, it shall so notify the 
complainant and such national governing body. 

(C) If the Corporation determines, as a result 
of hearings conducted pursuant to this sub-
section, that such national governing body is 
not in compliance with the requirements of sec-
tions 391(b) and 392 of this title, it shall— 

(i) place such national governing body on 
probation for a specified period of time, not to 
exceed 180 days, which it considers necessary 
to enable such national governing body to 
comply with such requirements, or 

(ii) revoke the recognition of such national 
governing body. 

(D) If the Corporation places a national gov-
erning body on probation pursuant to this para-
graph, it may extend the probationary period if 
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the national governing body has proven by clear 
and convincing evidence that, through no fault 
of its own, it needs additional time to comply 
with such requirements. If, at the end of the pe-
riod allowed by the Corporation, the national 
governing body has not complied with such re-
quirements, the Corporation shall revoke the 
recognition of such national governing body. 

(b) Replacement of incumbent national govern-
ing body 

(b)(1) Any amateur sports organization may 
seek to replace an incumbent as the national 
governing body for a particular sport by filing 
with the Corporation a written application for 
such recognition. Such application shall be filed 
(A) within the 1-year period after the final day 
of any Olympic Games, in the case of a sport for 
which competition is held in the Olympic Games 
or in both the Olympic and Pan-American 
Games; or (B) within the 1-year period after the 
final day of any Pan-American Games, in the 
case of a sport for which competition is held in 
the Pan-American Games and not in the Olym-
pic Games. If two or more organizations file ap-
plications for the same sport, such applications 
shall be considered in a single proceeding. 

(2) Any application filed under this subsection 
shall be filed with the Corporation by registered 
mail. The Corporation shall establish procedures 
for the filing and disposition of applications re-
ceived under this subsection. A copy of any such 
application for recognition shall also be served 
on the applicable national governing body. The 
Corporation shall inform the applicant for rec-
ognition that its application has been received. 

(3) Within 180 days after receipt of an applica-
tion filed under this subsection, the Corporation 
shall conduct a formal hearing to determine the 
merits of the application. The Corporation shall 
publish notice of the time and place of such 
hearing in a regular issue of its principal publi-
cation at least 30 days, but not more than 60 
days, prior to the date of the hearing. In the 
course of such hearing, the applicant and the na-
tional governing body shall be given a reason-
able opportunity to present evidence supporting 
their respective positions. During such hearing, 
the applicant amateur sports organization must 
establish by a preponderance of the evidence 
that it meets the criteria for recognition as a 
national governing body under section 391(b) of 
this title, and that— 

(A) the national governing body does not 
meet the criteria of section 391(b) or 392 of this 
title; or 

(B) it more adequately meets the criteria of 
section 391(b) of this title, is capable of more 
adequately meeting the criteria of section 392 
of this title, and provides or is capable of pro-
viding a more effective national program of 
competition, than the national governing body 
in the sport for which it seeks recognition. 

(4) Within 30 days of the close of the hearing 
required under this subsection, the Corporation 
shall— 

(A) uphold the right of the national govern-
ing body to continue as the national governing 
body for its sport; 

(B) revoke the recognition of the national 
governing body and declare a vacancy in the 
national governing body for that sport; 

(C) revoke the recognition of the national 
governing body and recognize the applicant as 
the national governing body; or 

(D) decide to place the national governing 
body on probation of not to exceed 180 days, 
pending the compliance of the national gov-
erning body, if such national governing body 
would have retained recognition except for a 
minor deficiency in one of the requirements of 
section 391(b) or 392 of this title. 

If the national governing body does not comply 
within the prescribed time period, the Corpora-
tion shall revoke the recognition of the national 
governing body and either recognize the appli-
cant as the national governing body, or declare 
a vacancy in the national governing body for 
that sport. 

(5) Within 61 days after recognizing an ama-
teur sports organization as a national governing 
body, in accordance with this subsection, the 
Corporation shall recommend and support in 
any appropriate manner such national govern-
ing body to the appropriate international sports 
federation as the representative of the United 
States for that sport. 

(c) Arbitration of Corporation determinations 

(c)(1) The right to review by any party ag-
grieved by a determination of the Corporation 
under the requirements of this section or sec-
tion 391(c) of this title shall be to any regional 
office of the American Arbitration Association. 
Such demand for arbitration shall be submitted 
within 30 days of the determination of the Cor-
poration. Upon receipt of such a demand for ar-
bitration, the Association shall serve notice on 
the parties to the arbitration and on the Cor-
poration, and shall immediately proceed with 
arbitration according to the commercial rules of 
the Association in effect at the time of the filing 
of the demand, except that— 

(A) the arbitration panel shall consist of not 
less than three arbitrators, unless the parties 
to the proceeding mutually agree to a lesser 
number; 

(B) the arbitration hearing shall take place 
at a site selected by the Association, unless 
the parties to the proceeding mutually agree 
to the use of another site; and 

(C) the arbitration hearing shall be open to 
the public. 

(2) The arbitrators in any arbitration are em-
powered to settle any dispute arising under the 
provisions of this chapter prior to making a 
final award, if mutually agreed to by the parties 
to the proceeding and achieved in a manner not 
inconsistent with the constitution and bylaws of 
the Corporation. 

(3) Each contesting party may be represented 
by counsel or by any other duly authorized rep-
resentative at the arbitration proceeding. The 
parties may offer any evidence which they de-
sire and shall produce any additional evidence 
as the arbitrators believe necessary to an under-
standing and determination of the dispute. The 
arbitrators shall be the sole judges of the rel-
evancy and materiality of the evidence offered. 
Conformity to legal rules of evidence shall not 
be necessary. 

(4) All decisions by the arbitrators shall be by 
majority vote unless the concurrence of all is 
expressly required by the contesting parties. 
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(5) Final decision of the arbitrators shall be 
binding upon the involved parties, if such award 
is not inconsistent with the constitution and by-
laws of the Corporation. 

(6) The hearings may be reopened, by the arbi-
trators upon their own motion or upon the mo-
tion of any contesting party, at any time before 
a final decision is made, except that, if any con-
testing party makes such a motion, all parties 
to the decision must agree to reopen the hear-
ings if such reopening would result in the arbi-
trators’ decision being delayed beyond the spe-
cific period agreed upon at the beginning of the 
arbitration proceedings. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title II, § 205, as added 
Nov. 8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 2, 92 Stat. 3055.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 391 of this title. 

§ 396. Jurisdiction of restricted amateur athletic 
competitions; national governing body sanc-
tion for international amateur athletic com-
petitions 

Any amateur sports organization which con-
ducts amateur athletic competition, participa-
tion in which is restricted to a specific class of 
amateur athletes (such as high school students, 
college students, members of the Armed Forces, 
or similar groups or categories), shall have ex-
clusive jurisdiction over such competition. If 
such an amateur sports organization wishes to 
conduct international amateur athletic com-
petition to be held in the United States, or spon-
sor international amateur athletic competition 
to be held outside the United States, it shall ob-
tain a sanction from the appropriate national 
governing body. 

(Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 975, title II, § 206, as added 
Nov. 8, 1978, Pub. L. 95–606, § 2, 92 Stat. 3058.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 393 of this title. 

CHAPTER 18—NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
STATE SOCIETIES, WASHINGTON, DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Sec. 

401. Corporation created. 

402. Purposes of corporation. 

403. Powers of corporation. 

404. Headquarters and principal office; territorial 

scope of activities; agent for service of proc-

ess. 

405. Membership. 

406. Officers. 

407. Board of representatives. 

(a) Composition; powers. 

(b) Election of officers; tenure. 

(c) Composition of initial board. 

408. Acquisition of assets and liabilities of exist-

ing organization. 

409. Distribution of income or assets to members. 

410. Propaganda activities prohibited. 

411. Nonpolitical nature of corporation. 

412. Liability for acts of officers and agents. 

413. Books and records; inspection. 

414. Prohibition against issuance of stock or pay-

ment of dividends. 

415. Loans to officers; liability. 

416. Repealed. 

417. Use of assets on dissolution or liquidation. 

Sec. 

418. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and 

badges. 
419. Agents for service of process. 
420. ‘‘State’’ defined. 
421. Reservation of right to amend or repeal chap-

ter. 

§ 401. Corporation created 

The following named persons: 
Honorable Albert Rains, Gadsden, Alabama; 

Miss Ruth James, Gadsden, Alabama; Hoyt G. 
Irving, 512 Hoatson Street, Warren, Arizona; 
Miss Mary Capps, Nogales, Arizona; Claude M. 
Hirst, Prescott, Arkansas; Mrs. Gertrude Scott, 
1123 Stratford Avenue, South Pasadena, Califor-
nia; Howard W. Scott, Box 122, Palisade, Colo-
rado; Benjamin Sherman, Hartford, Connecticut; 
Miss Catherine Flynn, Meriden, Connecticut; 
Honorable J. Caleb Boggs, 1250 Kynlyn Drive, 
Wilmington, Delaware; Mrs. Ruth F. Henderson, 
Seaford, Delaware; Charles A. Henderson, 
Seaford, Delaware; Charles G. Lavin, Jackson-
ville, Florida; Miss Utha Gray Smith, Orange 
Court Hotel, Orlando, Florida; Colonel K. N. 
Parkinson, Blackfoot, Idaho; Honorable Addison 
T. Smith, Twin Falls, Idaho; 

Arnold M. Lederer, 5222 North Christiana Ave-
nue, Chicago, Illinois; Miss Charlotte A. Marr, 
6327 North Okato Avenue, Chicago, Illinois; Hon-
orable Ralph Harvey, Rural Route 4, Newcastle, 
Indiana; Honorable Charles A. Halleck, 604 Jef-
ferson Street, Rensselaer, Indiana; Mrs. Esther 
Costa, Indianapolis, Indiana; Honorable Bourke 
Blakemore Hickenlooper, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; 
Honorable Ben Franklin Jensen, Exira, Iowa; 
Honorable Andrew F. Schoeppel, 115 South 
Rutan Avenue, Wichita, Kansas; Charles H. 
Helsper, 1199 West Street, Topeka, Kansas; Rob-
ert W. Salyers, 1801 South Third Street, Louis-
ville, Kentucky; F. M. Broussard, Lafayette, 
Louisiana; Paul Jones, Winfield, Louisiana;
Honorable Homer E. Capehart, Capehart 
Farms, Washington, Indiana; Miss Pauline Pino, 
2507 Boulevard, Las Vegas, New Mexico; 

Honorable Charles P. Nelson, Waterville, 
Maine; Charles LeRoy Haines, 21 Pine Street, 
Ellsworth, Maine; Miss Dorothy Bigelow, Eas-
ton, Maine; Donald Larabee, Gorham, Maine; 
Mrs. Winifred H. Grant, Wayside, Maryland; Wil-
liam R. Clay, 3 Pooks Hill Lane, Bethesda, 
Maryland; Charles F. Sharkey, 31 Thurston 
Street, Somerville, Massachusetts; Mrs. Leona 
K. Knight, Bloomfield Hill, Michigan; Miss Hazel 
Ireman, 922 South State Street, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan; Honorable Ruth Thompson, 816 Divi-
sion Street, White Hall, Michigan; James A. 
Davis, 2027 Twenty-ninth Avenue, Meridian, Mis-
sissippi; Mrs. Donald Osborne Hays, Flora, Mis-
sissippi; Paul D. Best, Tunica, Mississippi; 

Eric G. Jannson, 5738 Walsh Street, Saint 
Louis, Missouri; Clarence McCune, 6425 McGee 
Boulevard, Kansas City, Missouri; Lawrence 
Scheewe, 540 Hillsdale Avenue, Helena, Mon-
tana; Miss Molly Clasby, Missoula, Montana; 
Miss Jessie Stearns, Lincoln, Nebraska; Walter 
R. Johnson, Omaha, Nebraska; William F. 
McMenamin, 1131 Ralston Street, Reno, Nevada; 
Miss Mildred Latham, 29 East First Street, 
Reno, Nevada; William J. Fleming, 45 North 
Stenton Street, Atlantic City, New Jersey; 
Ralph G. Denn, Rio Grande, New Jersey; Arthur 
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