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§ 18a. Right to acquire, hold, and dispose of prop-
erty; constitution, bylaws, and seal; head-
quarters or principal office 

The society is authorized to acquire by pur-
chase, gift, devise, or bequest and to hold, con-
vey, or otherwise dispose of such property, real 
or personal, as may be convenient or necessary 
for its lawful purposes, and may adopt a con-
stitution and make bylaws not inconsistent with 
law, and may adopt a seal. Said society shall 
have its headquarters or principal office at 
Washington, in the District of Columbia. 

(Feb. 20, 1896, ch. 23, § 2, 29 Stat. 9; Mar. 3, 1915, 
ch. 89, 38 Stat. 955; Feb. 5, 1926, ch. 11, 44 Stat. 4; 
July 30, 1951, ch. 255, 65 Stat. 130; Oct. 1, 1976, 
Pub. L. 94–443, § 1, 90 Stat. 1475.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–443 substituted provision authorizing 

the society to acquire, by purchase, gift, devise or be-

queath, real and personal property, and to hold, convey 

or otherwise dispose of it for provision which author-

ized the society to hold real and personal property in 

the United States in an amount not to exceed 

$10,000,000. 

1951—Act July 30, 1951, substituted ‘‘$10,000,000’’ for 

‘‘$5,000,000’’. 

1926—Act Feb. 5, 1926, substituted ‘‘$5,000,000’’ for 

‘‘$1,000,000’’. 

1915—Act Mar. 3, 1915, substituted ‘‘$1,000,000’’ for 

‘‘$500,000’’. 

§ 18b. Annual report; historical material 

The Society shall report annually to the Sec-
retary of the Smithsonian Institution concern-
ing its proceedings, and said Secretary shall 
communicate to Congress such portion thereof 
as he may deem of national interest and impor-
tance. The Regents of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion are authorized to permit said national soci-
ety to deposit its collections, manuscripts, 
books, pamphlets, and other material for his-
tory in the Smithsonian Institution or in the 
National Museum, at their discretion, upon such 
conditions and under such rules as they shall 
prescribe. 

(Feb. 20, 1896, ch. 23, § 3, 29 Stat. 9.) 

§ 18c. Exclusive use of name, emblems, seals, and 
badges 

The society and its subordinate divisions shall 
have the sole and exclusive right to use the 
name ‘‘National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution’’. The society shall have 
the exclusive and sole right to use, or to allow 
or refuse the use of, such emblems, seals, and 
badges as have heretofore been adopted or used 
by the National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. 

(Feb. 20, 1896, ch. 23, § 4, as added Oct. 1, 1976, 
Pub. L. 94–443, § 2, 90 Stat. 1475.) 

CHAPTER 1B—AMERICAN HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION 

Sec. 

20. Corporation created; purposes; right to hold 

property; constitution, by-laws, and seal; 

principal office; reports; historical mate-

rial. 

§ 20. Corporation created; purposes; right to hold 
property; constitution, by-laws, and seal; 
principal office; reports; historical material 

Andrew D. White, of Ithaca, in the State of 
New York; George Bancroft, of Washington, in 
the District of Columbia; Justin Winsor, of Cam-
bridge, in the State of Massachusetts; William 
F. Poole, of Chicago, in the State of Illinois; 
Herbert B. Adams, of Baltimore, in the State of 
Maryland; Clarence W. Bowen, of Brooklyn, in 
the State of New York, their associates and suc-
cessors, are created in the District of Columbia 
a body corporate and politic, by the name of the 
American Historical Association, for the pro-
motion of historical studies, the collection and 
preservation of historical manuscripts, and for 
kindred purposes in the interest of American 
history and of history in America. Said associa-
tion is authorized to hold real and personal es-
tate in the District of Columbia so far only as 
may be necessary to its lawful ends, to adopt a 
constitution, and to make by-laws not inconsist-
ent with law. Said association shall have its 
principal office at Washington, in the District of 
Columbia, and may hold its annual meetings in 
such places as the said incorporators shall deter-
mine. Said association shall report annually to 
the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution 
concerning its proceedings and the condition of 
historical study in America. Said Secretary 
shall communicate to Congress the whole of 
such reports, or such portion thereof as he shall 
see fit. The Regents of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion are authorized to permit said association to 
deposit its collections, manuscripts, books, pam-
phlets, and other material for history in the 
Smithsonian Institution or in the National Mu-
seum; at their discretion, upon such conditions 
and under such rules as they shall prescribe. 

(Jan. 4, 1889, ch. 20, 25 Stat. 640; July 3, 1957, Pub. 
L. 85–83, § 1, 71 Stat. 276.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1957—Pub. L. 85–83 substituted ‘‘as may be necessary 

to its lawful ends’’ for ‘‘only as may be necessary to its 

lawful ends to an amount not exceeding five hundred 

thousand dollars’’. 

TAX EXEMPTION OF REAL PROPERTY 

Section 2 of Pub. L. 85–83 provided that: ‘‘The real 

property situated in Square 817, in the city of Washing-

ton, District of Columbia, described as lot 23, owned, 

occupied, and used by the American Historical Associa-

tion, is exempt from all taxation so long as the same 

is so owned and occupied, and not used for commercial 

purposes, subject to the provisions of sections 2, 3, and 

5 of the Act entitled ‘An Act to define the real property 

exempt from taxation in the District of Columbia’, ap-

proved December 24, 1942 (56 Stat. 1089; D.C. Code, secs. 

47–801b, 47–801c, and 47–801e) [47–1005, 47–1007, and 

47–1009].’’ 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Smithsonian Institution— 
Distribution of reports, see section 1341 of Title 44, 

Public Printing and Documents. 
Duties of Secretary, see sections 44 and 46 of Title 

20, Education. 
Regents, see sections 42 to 44 of Title 20. 

CHAPTER 1C—SONS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION 

Sec. 

20a. Corporation created. 
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Sec. 

20b. Purposes and objects of corporation. 
20c. Powers of corporation; restriction. 
20d. Trustees. 
20e. First meeting. 
20f. Charter. 
20g. Reservation of right to amend or repeal chap-

ter. 

§ 20a. Corporation created 

Francis Henry Appleton, of Massachusetts; 
Lucius P. Deming, of Connecticut; William Sew-
ard Webb, of Vermont; Horace Porter, of New 
York; Joseph C. Breckinridge, of Washington, 
District of Columbia; Franklin Murphy, of New 
Jersey; Walter S. Logan, of New York; Edwin 
Warfield, of Maryland; Edwin S. Greeley, of Con-
necticut; James D. Hancock, of Pennsylvania; 
Morris B. Beardsley, of Connecticut; John C. 
Lewis, of Kentucky; Henry Stockbridge, of 
Maryland; Nelson A. McClary, of Illinois; A. 
Howard Clark, of Washington, District of Co-
lumbia; Isaac W. Birdseye, of Connecticut; Wil-
liam K. Wickes, of New York; J. W. Atwood, of 
Ohio; J. W. Whiting, of Alabama; Ricardo E. 
Miner, of Arizona; Joseph M. Hill, of Arkansas; 
Alexander G. Eells, of California; Clarkson N. 
Guyer, of Colorado; Jonathan Trumbull, of Con-
necticut; Thomas F. Bayard, of Delaware; Wil-
liam H. Bayly, of Washington, District of Co-
lumbia; William S. Keyser, of Florida; Charles 
M. Cook, of Hawaii; Inman H. Fowler, of Indi-
ana; Eugene Secor, of Iowa; John M. Meade, of 
Kansas; Peter F. Pescud, of Louisiana; Waldo 
Pettengill, of Maine; James D. Iglehart, of 
Maryland; Moses G. Parker, of Massachusetts; 
Rufus W. Clark, of Michigan; James C. Haynes, 
of Minnesota; Ashley Cabell, of Missouri; Ogden 
A. Southmayd, of Montana; Amos Field, of Ne-
braska; Daniel C. Roberts, of New Hampshire; J. 
Franklin Fort, of New Jersey; William A. Mar-
ble, of New York; Isaac F. Mack, of Ohio; Henry 
H. Edwards, of Oklahoma; Thomas M. Anderson, 
of Oregon; William L. Jones, of Pennsylvania; 
John E. Studely, of Rhode Island; Theodore G. 
Carter, of South Dakota; J. A. Cartwright, of 
Tennessee; I. M. Standifer, of Texas; Fred A. 
Hale, of Utah; Henry D. Holton, of Vermont; 
Lunsford L. Lewis, of Virginia; Cornelius H. 
Hanford, of Washington; J. Franklin Pierce, of 
Wisconsin; Truman G. Avery, of New York; Wil-
liam W. J. Warren, of New York; Henry V. A. 
Joslin, of Rhode Island; John Paul Earnest, of 
Washington, District of Columbia; A. S. Hub-
bard, of California, and all such other persons as 
may from time to time be associated with them, 
and their successors, are hereby constituted a 
body corporate and politic, in the city of Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbia, by the name 
of the National Society of the Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution. 

(June 9, 1906, ch. 3065, § 1, 34 Stat. 227.) 

§ 20b. Purposes and objects of corporation 

The purposes and objects of corporation are 
declared to be patriotic, historical, and edu-
cational, and shall include those intended or de-
signed to perpetuate the memory of the men 
who, by their services or sacrifices during the 
war of the American Revolution, achieved the 
independence of the American people; to unite 

and promote fellowship among their descend-
ants; to inspire them and the community at 
large with a more profound reverence for the 
principles of the Government founded by our 
forefathers; to encourage historical research in 
relation to the American Revolution; to acquire 
and preserve the records of the individual serv-
ices of the patriots of the war, as well as docu-
ments, relics, and landmarks; to mark the 
scenes of the Revolution by appropriate memori-
als; to celebrate the anniversaries of the promi-
nent events of the war and of the Revolutionary 
period; to foster true patriotism; to maintain 
and extend the institutions of American free-
dom, and to carry out the purposes expressed in 
the preamble to the Constitution of our country 
and the injunctions of Washington in his fare-
well address to the American people. 

(June 9, 1906, ch. 3065, § 2, 34 Stat. 227.) 

§ 20c. Powers of corporation; restriction 

The corporation shall have power to receive, 
purchase, hold, sell, and convey real and per-
sonal estate, so far only as may be necessary or 
convenient for its lawful purposes; to sue and be 
sued, complain and defend in any court; to adopt 
a common seal, and to alter the same at pleas-
ure; to make and adopt a constitution, by-laws, 
rules, and regulations for admission, govern-
ment, suspension, and expulsion of its members, 
and from time to time to alter and repeal such 
constitution, by-laws, rules, and regulations, 
and to adopt others in their places; to provide 
for the election of its officers and to define their 
duties; to provide for State societies or chapters 
with rules for their conduct, and to regulate and 
provide for the management, safe-keeping, and 
protection of its property and funds: Provided al-

ways, That such constitution, by-laws, rules, 
and regulations be not inconsistent with the 
laws of the United States or any of the States 
thereof. 

(June 9, 1906, ch. 3065, § 3, 34 Stat. 228; Sept. 8, 
1961, Pub. L. 87–214, 75 Stat. 489.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1961—Pub. L. 87–214 struck out ‘‘to an amount not ex-

ceeding at any one time in the aggregate $500,000’’ after 

‘‘convenient for its lawful purposes’’. 

§ 20d. Trustees 

The property and affairs of said corporation 
shall be managed by not less than forty trustees, 
who shall be elected annually at such time as 
shall be fixed by the by-laws, and at least one 
trustee shall be elected annually from a list of 
nominees to be made by each of the State soci-
eties and submitted in this society at least thir-
ty days before the annual meeting, in accord-
ance with the general provisions regulating such 
nominations as may be adopted by this society. 

(June 9, 1906, ch. 3065, § 4, 34 Stat. 228; Feb. 6, 
1925, ch. 142, 43 Stat. 808.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1925—Act Feb. 6, 1925, struck out ‘‘more than sixty 

nor’’ before ‘‘less than forty trustees’’. 

§ 20e. First meeting 

The first meeting of this corporation shall be 
held on a call issued by any fifteen of the above- 


