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title 18 section 3672; title 20 sections 1034, 1070a–11, 

1132d–1, 2012, 2106, 4513, 4710, 5608, 5708, 8508; title 21 sec-

tions 360ii, 872; title 22 sections 272a, 280b, 280i, 280k, 

287e, 287r, 289c, 290b, 2103, 2179, 2509, 4024; title 23 sec-

tions 140, 307, 321; title 24 sections 322, 324; title 25 sec-

tion 450j; title 28 sections 524, 604, 624, 753; title 29 sec-

tion 671; title 30 section 556; title 31 sections 781, 9703; 

title 33 sections 1123, 1254; title 38 sections 1966, 3720, 

7317, 7802, 8122, 8201; title 40 sections 71a, 212a–4, 216c, 

276a–7, 481, 484, 609, 758; title 42 sections 238m, 242k, 

242m, 285a–2, 285b–3, 285n, 289c, 289e, 290aa–9, 295o, 299c–3, 

300c–22, 300u, 300cc–41, 1395u, 1395ww, 1480, 1532, 1543, 

1563, 1592d, 1592h, 1870, 2051, 2061, 2063, 2075, 2096, 2210, 

2293, 2295, 2310, 2349, 2362, 3211, 3535, 4081, 4082, 4101, 4372, 

6616, 7403, 7404, 7412, 10303; title 45 section 361; title 46 

App. section 1295d; title 49 sections 1113, 5334, 10721, 

13712, 15504, 47305; title 50 sections 198, 1902; title 50 App. 

section 1918. 

§ 5a. Definitions 

The word ‘‘department’’ as used in this Act 
shall be construed to include independent estab-
lishments, other agencies, wholly owned Gov-
ernment corporations (the transactions of which 
corporations shall be subject to the authoriza-
tions and limitations of this Act, except that 
section 5 of this title shall apply to their admin-
istrative transactions only), and the govern-
ment of the District of Columbia, but shall not 
include the Senate, House of Representatives, or 
office of the Architect of the Capitol, or the offi-
cers or employees thereof. The words ‘‘continen-
tal United States’’ as used herein shall be con-
strued to mean the forty-eight States and the 
District of Columbia. The word ‘‘Government’’ 
shall be construed to include the government of 
the District of Columbia. The word ‘‘appropria-
tion’’ shall be construed as including funds made 
available by legislation under section 9104 of 
title 31. 

(Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 744, § 18, 60 Stat. 811.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, means act Aug. 2, 1946, 

ch. 744, 60 Stat. 806. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘Section 9104 of title 31’’ substituted in text for ‘‘sec-

tion 104 of the Government Corporation Control Act, 

approved December 6, 1945 [31 U.S.C. 849]’’ on authority 

of Pub. L. 97–258, § 4(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1067, the 

first section of which enacted Title 31, Money and Fi-

nance. 

Section was formerly classified to section 73b–4 of 

title 5 prior to the general revision and reenactment of 

Title 5, Government Organization and Employees by 

Pub. L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 1966 80 Stat. 378. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 31 section 1344. 

§ 6. Repealed. Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, § 1(98)–(105), 
65 Stat. 705 

Section, acts Oct. 10, 1940, ch. 851, § 1, 54 Stat. 1109; 

June 28, 1941, ch. 258, titles II, III, IV, 55 Stat. 281, 289, 

292, 302; June 8, 1942, ch. 396, 56 Stat. 347; July 2, 1942, 

ch. 472, titles II, III, IV, 56 Stat. 483, 500, 505; June 28, 

1943, ch. 173, titles I, II, 57 Stat. 236, 243; June 26, 1944, 

ch. 277, titles I, II, 58 Stat. 351, 358; June 13, 1945, ch. 189, 

59 Stat. 256; July 1, 1946, ch. 530, 60 Stat. 405; June 30, 

1947, ch. 166, title II, § 204, 61 Stat. 208; June 30, 1949, ch. 

288, title I, §§ 103, 104(a), 63 Stat. 380, which excepted 

from provisions of section 5 of this title a number of 

specified Government departments and agencies, when 

purchases or services were not in excess of certain spec-

ified amounts up to $500. 

Another provision of title III of act July 2, 1942, ch. 

472, 56 Stat. 493, which also had been shown as one of 

the sources of this former section, made an exception 

with respect to purchases or services rendered for the 

Office of the Administrator of Civil Aeronautics, when 

the aggregate amount involved did not exceed $100. 

That provision was not repealed, but, if it did not ex-

pire with that act, which was an appropriation act, it 

was superseded by section 5 of this title, as amended. 

A prior section 6, acts Feb. 27, 1893, ch. 168, 27 Stat. 

485; Mar. 1, 1899, ch. 325, 30 Stat. 957; Mar. 2, 1911, ch. 

192, 36 Stat. 975; May 18, 1916, ch. 125, 39 Stat. 126; Mar. 

1, 1919, ch. 86, 40 Stat. 1262; May 29, 1920, ch. 214, 41 Stat. 

677; June 12, 1922, ch. 218, 42 Stat. 638; Feb. 13, 1923, ch. 

72, 42 Stat. 1244; Feb. 15, 1934, ch. 13, 48 Stat. 351, related 

to exceptions to the requirements of section 5 of this 

title, prior to repeal by act Oct. 10, 1940, ch. 851, § 4, 54 

Stat. 1111. See sections 5, 6a, and 6b of this title. 

§ 6a. Advertisements for proposals for purchases 
and contracts for supplies or services for 
Government departments; limited to particu-
lar agencies under specified circumstances 

Section 5 of this title shall not be construed to 
apply under any appropriation Act to the follow-
ing departments and independent offices under 
the circumstances specified herein: 

(a) American Battle Monuments Commission— 
to any leases in foreign countries for office or 
garage space. 

(b) to (e) Repealed. Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, 
§ 1(107), 65 Stat. 705. 

(f) The Bureau of Interparliamentary Union 
for Promotion of International Arbitration—to 
stenographic reporting services by contract if 
deemed necessary. 

(g) Repealed. Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, § 1(107), 65 
Stat. 705. 

(h) Department of State—when the purchase 
or service relates to the packing of personal and 
household effects of Diplomatic, Consular, and 
Foreign Service officers and clerks for foreign 
shipment. 

(i) Repealed. Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, § 1(107), 65 
Stat. 705. 

(j) The International Committee of Aerial 
Legal Experts—to stenographic and other serv-
ice by contract as deemed necessary. 

(June 12, 1917, ch. 27, 40 Stat. 144; May 13, 1926, 
ch. 294, 44 Stat. 547; Oct. 10, 1940, ch. 851, § 2, 54 
Stat. 1110; June 28, 1941, ch. 259, 55 Stat. 344; Oct. 
31, 1951, ch. 654, §§ 1(106)–(108), 3(8), (9), 4(9), 65 
Stat. 705, 708, 709; July 1, 1957, Pub. L. 85–75, 71 
Stat. 251.) 

CODIFICATION 

Opening par., and subsecs. (a), (f), (h), and (j) of this 

section are from act Oct. 10, 1940, § 2, opening par., and 

pars. (a), (f), and (j). Remainder of paragraphs of sec-

tion 2 were repealed. See 1951 amendment note set out 

under this section. 

Subsec. (o) of this section, which was from Act May 

13, 1926, ch. 294, § 1, 44 Stat. 547, made section 5 of this 

title inapplicable to the Architect of the Capitol in the 

purchase of supplies and equipment and procurement of 

services when the aggregate amount thereof did not ex-

ceed $1,000 in any instance and was omitted as super-

seded by section 6a–1 of this title. 

Subsec. (p) of this section, which was from act June 

12, 1917, ch. 27, § 1, 40 Stat. 144, made section 5 of this 

title inapplicable to expenditures not exceeding $50 by 
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the United States Geological Survey and was repealed 

by act Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, § 1(106), 66 Stat. 705. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 6a, acts Jan. 25, 1929, ch. 102, title IV, 

45 Stat. 1136; Apr. 18, 1930, ch. 184, title IV, 46 Stat. 215; 

Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 280, title IV, 46 Stat. 1352; July 1, 1932, 

ch. 361, title IV, 47 Stat. 520; Mar. 1, 1933, ch. 144, title 

IV, 47 Stat. 1409; Apr. 7, 1934, ch. 104, title IV, 48 Stat. 

568; Mar. 22, 1935, ch. 39, § 1, 49 Stat. 102; May 15, 1936, 

ch. 405, 49 Stat. 1347; June 16, 1937, ch. 359, title IV, 50 

Stat. 298; Apr. 27, 1938, ch. 180, title IV, 52 Stat. 285; 

June 29, 1939, ch. 249, 53 Stat. 921; June 26, 1940, ch. 428, 

title I, 54 Stat. 575, excepted Department of Labor from 

the provisions of section 5 of this title, prior to repeal 

by act Oct. 10, 1940, ch. 851, § 4, 54 Stat. 1111. 

AMENDMENTS 

1957—Subsec. (o). Pub. L. 85–75 substituted ‘‘$1,000’’ 

for ‘‘$500’’. 
1951—Subsec. (a). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 3(8), struck out 

‘‘to any purchases when the aggregate amount involved 

does not exceed $500, nor’’ before ‘‘to any leases’’. 
Subsec. (b). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 1(107), repealed subsec. 

(b) which related to Botanic Garden. 
Subsec. (c). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 1(107), repealed subsec. 

(c) which also related to Botanic Garden. 
Subsec. (d). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 1(107), repealed subsec. 

(d) which related to Bureau of the Budget. 
Subsec. (e). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 1(107), repealed subsec. 

(e) which related to Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 

Commerce. 
Subsec. (g). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 1(107), repealed subsec. 

(g) which related to Department of the Interior. 
Subsec. (h). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 3(9), struck out ‘‘to any 

purchase or service when the aggregate amount does 

not exceed $100, or with respect to articles, materials, 

or supplies for use outside the United States when the 

aggregate amount involved does not exceed $300; or’’ 

before ‘‘when the purchase’’. 
Subsec. (i). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 1(107), repealed subsec. 

(i) which related to Federal Communications Commis-

sion. 
Subsec. (k). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 1(107), repealed subsec. 

(k) which related to Medical Department of the Army. 
Subsec. (l). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 1(107), repealed subsec. 

(l) which related to Social Security Board. 
Subsec. (m). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 1(107), repealed subsec. 

(m) which related to Bureau of Mines. 
Subsec. (n). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 1(107), repealed subsec. 

(n) which related to Bureau of Reclamation. 
Subsec. (o). Act Oct. 31, 1951, § 4(9), increased the max-

imum from $200 to $500. 
1941—Subsec. (m). Act June 28, 1941, reaffirmed provi-

sion respecting Bureau of Mines. 

REPEALS 

Section 1(108) of act Oct. 31, 1951, repealed the proviso 

in act June 28, 1941, cited as a credit to this section, 

which excepted expenditures not exceeding $500 by the 

Bureau of Mines from section 5 of this title. 
Section 1(106) of act Oct. 31, 1951, repealed the proviso 

in act June 12, 1917, cited as a credit to this section, 

which excepted expenditures not exceeding $50 by the 

United States Geological Survey from section 5 of this 

title. 
Section 4(a) of act Oct. 10, 1940, provided for repeal of 

all prior laws, which are covered by that act and that 

any rights or liabilities existing under those repealed 

sections or parts of sections shall not be affected by 

their repeal. 

LEASES FOR FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICES 

Provisions contained in annual appropriation acts for 

the Department of State authorizing the Secretary of 

State to enter into leases for Foreign Service offices 

and grounds for periods not exceeding ten years with-

out regard to section 5 of this title were made perma-

nent, and are covered by section 2670 of Title 22, For-

eign Relations and Intercourse. 

BUREAU OF EMPLOYEES’ COMPENSATION 

Section 5 of this title not applicable to any purchase 

or service of the Bureau of Employees’ Compensation 

outside continental United States when the aggregate 

amount involved does not exceed $500 under acts July 

8, 1947, ch. 210, title II, 61 Stat. 264; June 14, 1948, ch. 465, 

title II, 62 Stat. 396; June 29, 1949, ch. 275, title II, 63 

Stat. 284. This Bureau, with its functions, transferred 

from Federal Security Agency to Department of Labor 

by Reorg. Plan No. 19, of 1950, § 1, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 

F.R. 3178, 64 Stat. 1271, set out in the Appendix to Title 

5, Government Organization and Employees. 

GOVERNMENT-OWNED FURNITURE REMOVED TO 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Act July 30, 1947, ch. 359, title I, 61 Stat. 594, provided 

in part: ‘‘That removal to the seat of government of 

Government-owned or leased furniture, equipment, sup-

plies, and other property and household goods and per-

sonal effects of employees, and costs of restoration of 

leased office space when required, may be accomplished 

without regard to section 3709 of the Revised Statutes 

[section 5 of this title]’’. 

SECTION INAPPLICABLE TO ARMED SERVICES AND 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

Section inapplicable to procurement of supplies or 

services by Armed Services and National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration, see section 2314 of Title 10, 

Armed Forces. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Exemption of all purchases and contracts when the 

amount involved does not exceed specified amount, see 

section 5 of this title. 

General Services Administration, section inapplica-

ble to procurement of property or services by, see sec-

tion 260 of this title. 

§ 6a–1. Architect of the Capitol, exception from 
advertisement requirements 

On and after July 27, 1965, the purchase of sup-
plies and equipment and the procurement of 
services for all branches under the Architect of 
the Capitol may be made in the open market 
without compliance with section 5 of this title 
in the manner common among businessmen, 
when the aggregate amount of the purchase or 
the service does not exceed $25,000 in any in-
stance. 

(Pub. L. 89–90, July 27, 1965, 79 Stat. 276; Pub. L. 
93–356, § 2, July 25, 1974, 88 Stat. 390; Pub. L. 
98–191, § 9(c), Dec. 1, 1983, 97 Stat. 1332.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 6a–1, acts June 25, 1910, ch. 431, § 23, 36 

Stat. 861; May 18, 1916, ch. 125, § 1, 39 Stat. 126; Jan. 12, 

1927, ch. 27, 44 Stat. 936, related to purchase of Indian 

supplies, prior to repeal by act Oct. 10, 1940, ch. 851, § 4, 

54 Stat. 1111. 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Pub. L. 98–191 substituted ‘‘$25,000’’ for 

‘‘$10,000’’. 

1974—Pub. L. 93–356 substituted ‘‘$10,000’’ for ‘‘$2,500’’. 

§ 6a–2. Architect of the Capitol, authority for per-
sonal services contracts with legal entities 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Architect of the Capitol is authorized to 
contract for personal services with any firm, 
partnership, corporation, association, or other 
legal entity in the same manner as he is author-
ized to contract for personal services with indi-


