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Native corporations are deemed to have vested 
in the respective corporations as of March 23, 
1989. This section shall take effect with respect 
to each Alaska Native corporation only upon its 
irrevocable election to accept an interim con-
veyance of such land and notice of such election 
has been formally transmitted to the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XIV, § 1438, as added Pub. L. 
101–380, title VIII, § 8301, Aug. 18, 1990, 104 Stat. 
572.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, referred 
to in text, is Pub. L. 92–203, Dec. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 688, 
as amended, which is classified generally to chapter 33 
(§ 1601 et seq.) of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 1601 of this title and Tables. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to incidents occurring after Aug. 
18, 1990, see section 1020 of Pub. L. 101–380, set out as a 
note under section 2701 of Title 33, Navigation and Nav-
igable Waters. 

CHAPTER 34—TRANS-ALASKA PIPELINE 

Sec. 

1651. Congressional findings and declaration. 
1652. Authorizations for construction. 

(a) Congressional declaration of purpose. 
(b) Issuance, administration, and en-

forcement of rights-of-way, permits, 
leases, and other authorizations. 

(c) Applicability of statutes governing 
rights-of-way for pipelines through 
Federal lands; other statutory 
terms and conditions; waiver of pro-
cedural requirements; supersedure 
of administrative authorizations for 
construction. 

(d) National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 bypassed; issuance of authoriza-
tions for construction and operation 
not to be subject to judicial review; 
time limits on charges of invalidity 
or unconstitutionality; jurisdiction; 
hearings; review. 

(e) Amendment or modification of rights- 
of-way, permits, leases, or other au-
thorizations. 

1653. Liability for damages. 
(a) Activities along or in vicinity of pipe-

line right-of-way; strict liability; 
limitation on liability; subrogation; 
emergency subsistence and other 
aid; exemption for State of Alaska. 

(b) Control and removal of pollutants at 
expense of right-of-way holder. 

(c) Discharges of oil from vessels loaded 
at terminal facilities of pipeline; 
strict liability; limitation on liabil-
ity; apportionment of liability; es-
tablishment and operation of Trans- 
Alaska Pipeline Liability Fund. 

1654. Antitrust laws. 
1655. Roads and airports. 
1656. Civil penalties. 

(a) Penalty. 
(b) Persons liable. 
(c) Amount. 
(d) Procedures. 
(e) State law. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in title 33 sections 2702, 
2707, 2735. 

§ 1651. Congressional findings and declaration 

The Congress finds and declares that: 
(a) The early development and delivery of oil 

and gas from Alaska’s North Slope to domestic 
markets is in the national interest because of 
growing domestic shortages and increasing de-
pendence upon insecure foreign sources. 

(b) The Department of the Interior and other 
Federal agencies, have, over a long period of 
time, conducted extensive studies of the tech-
nical aspects and of the environmental, social, 
and economic impacts of the proposed trans- 
Alaska oil pipeline, including consideration of a 
trans-Canada pipeline. 

(c) The earliest possible construction of a 
trans-Alaska oil pipeline from the North Slope 
of Alaska to Port Valdez in that State will 
make the extensive proven and potential re-
serves of low-sulfur oil available for domestic 
use and will best serve the national interest. 

(d) A supplemental pipeline to connect the 
North Slope with a trans-Canada pipeline may 
be needed later and it should be studied now, but 
it should not be regarded as an alternative for a 
trans-Alaska pipeline that does not traverse a 
foreign country. 

(Pub. L. 93–153, title II, § 202, Nov. 16, 1973, 87 
Stat. 584.) 

SHORT TITLE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–380, title VIII, § 8001, Aug. 18, 1990, 104 
Stat. 564, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting sections 
1642 and 1656 of this title, amending sections 1350 and 
1653 of this title and section 3145 of Title 16, Conserva-
tion, and enacting provisions set out as notes under 
this section and section 1653 of this title] may be cited 
as the ‘Trans-Alaska Pipeline System Reform Act of 
1990’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 201 of title II of Pub. L. 93–153 provided that: 
‘‘This title [enacting this chapter] may be cited as the 
‘Trans-Alaska Pipeline Authorization Act’.’’ 

SEPARABILITY 

Section 411 of Pub. L. 93–153 provided that: ‘‘If any 
provision of this Act [enacting this chapter, section 
1456a of this title, and section 3512 of Title 44, Public 
Printing and Documents, amending section 1608 of this 
title, sections 45, 46, 53, and 56 of Title 15, Commerce 
and Trade, section 185 of Title 30, Mineral Lands and 
Mining, section 3502 of Title 44, and section 391a of 
former Title 46, Shipping, and enacting provisions set 
out as notes under sections 1608 and 1651 of this title, 
section 1904 of Title 12, Banks and Banking, section 45 
of Title 15, section 791a of Title 16, Conservation, and 
section 1221 of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Wa-
ters] or the applicability thereof is held invalid the re-
mainder of this Act shall not be affected thereby.’’ 

PRESIDENTIAL TASK FORCE 

Pub. L. 101–380, title VIII, § 8103, Aug. 18, 1990, 104 
Stat. 567, established a Presidential Task Force on the 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline System, to conduct an audit of 
the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System and make recom-
mendations to the President, Congress, and the Gov-
ernor of Alaska, authorized appropriations for the Task 
Force, and required it to transmit its final report to 
the President, Congress, and the Governor no later 
than 2 years after the date on which funding was made 
available. 

NORTH SLOPE CRUDE OIL; REPORT ON EQUITABLE 
ALLOCATION 

Pub. L. 94–586, § 18, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2916, directed 
that the President, within 6 months of Oct. 22, 1976, de-


