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Sec. 

2146. Administration and enforcement by Sec-
retary. 

(a) Investigations and inspections. 
(b) Penalties for interfering with official 

duties. 
(c) Procedures. 

2147. Inspection by legally constituted law enforce-
ment agencies. 

2148. Repealed. 
2149. Violations by licensees. 

(a) Temporary license suspension; notice 
and hearing; revocation. 

(b) Civil penalties for violation of any 
section, etc.; separate offenses; no-
tice and hearing; appeal; consider-
ations in assessing penalty; com-
promise of penalty; civil action by 
Attorney General for failure to pay 
penalty; district court jurisdiction; 
failure to obey cease and desist 
order. 

(c) Appeal of final order by aggrieved 
person; limitations; exclusive juris-
diction of United States Courts of 
Appeals. 

(d) Criminal penalties for violation; ini-
tial prosecution brought before 
United States magistrate judges; 
conduct of prosecution by attorneys 
of United States Department of Ag-
riculture. 

2150. Repealed. 
2151. Rules and regulations. 
2152. Separability. 
2153. Fees and authorization of appropriations. 
2154. Effective dates. 
2155. Annual report to the President of the Senate 

and the Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives. 

2156. Animal fighting venture prohibition. 
(a) Sponsoring or exhibiting animal in 

any fighting venture. 
(b) Buying, selling, delivering, or trans-

porting animals for participation in 
animal fighting venture. 

(c) Use of Postal Service or other inter-
state instrumentality for promoting 
or furthering animal fighting ven-
ture. 

(d) Violation of State law. 
(e) Penalties. 
(f) Investigation of violations by Sec-

retary; assistance by other Federal 
agencies; issuance of search war-
rant; forfeiture; costs recoverable in 
forfeiture or civil action. 

(g) Definitions. 
(h) Conflict with State law. 

2157. Release of trade secrets. 
(a) Release of confidential information 

prohibited. 
(b) Wrongful use of confidential informa-

tion prohibited. 
(c) Penalties. 
(d) Recovery of damages by injured per-

son; costs; attorney’s fee. 
(e) Other rights and remedies. 

2158. Protection of pets. 
(a) Holding period. 
(b) Certification. 
(c) Enforcement. 
(d) Regulation. 

2159. Authority to apply for injunctions. 
(a) Request. 
(b) Issuance. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in title 16 section 1374. 

§ 2131. Congressional statement of policy 

The Congress finds that animals and activities 
which are regulated under this chapter are ei-
ther in interstate or foreign commerce or sub-
stantially affect such commerce or the free flow 
thereof, and that regulation of animals and ac-
tivities as provided in this chapter is necessary 
to prevent and eliminate burdens upon such 
commerce and to effectively regulate such com-
merce, in order— 

(1) to insure that animals intended for use in 
research facilities or for exhibition purposes 
or for use as pets are provided humane care 
and treatment; 

(2) to assure the humane treatment of ani-
mals during transportation in commerce; and 

(3) to protect the owners of animals from the 
theft of their animals by preventing the sale 
or use of animals which have been stolen. 

The Congress further finds that it is essential to 
regulate, as provided in this chapter, the trans-
portation, purchase, sale, housing, care, han-
dling, and treatment of animals by carriers or 
by persons or organizations engaged in using 
them for research or experimental purposes or 
for exhibition purposes or holding them for sale 
as pets or for any such purpose or use. 

(Pub. L. 89–544, § 1(b), formerly § 1, Aug. 24, 1966, 
80 Stat. 350; Pub. L. 91–579, § 2, Dec. 24, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1560; renumbered and amended Pub. L. 
94–279, § 2, Apr. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 417.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–279 restated and expanded objectives 
of this chapter to include regulation of animals and ac-
tivities in, or substantially affecting, interstate or for-
eign commerce in order to prevent and eliminate bur-
dens on such commerce and to assure the humane 
treatment of animals during transportation. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–579 restated objectives to include all 
animals as defined instead of only cats and dogs and ex-
panded coverage to regulate animals intended for use 
for exhibition purposes or for use as pets. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 99–198, title XVII, § 1759, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 
1650, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle F 
(§§ 1751–1759), enacting section 2157 of this title, amend-
ing sections 2132, 2143 to 2146, and 2149 of this title, and 
enacting provisions set out as notes under this section] 
shall take effect 1 year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act [Dec. 23, 1985].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Section 23 of Pub. L. 91–579 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this Act [enacting section 2155 of 
this title, amending this section and sections 2132, 2133, 
2134, 2135, 2136, 2137, 2138, 2139, 2140, 2141, 2142, 2143, 2144, 
2145, 2146, 2147, 2149, and 2150 of this title, repealing sec-
tion 2148 of this title, and enacting provisions set out 
as notes under this section] shall take effect one year 
after the date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 24, 1970], 
except for the amendments to sections 16, 17, 19, and 20 
of the Act of August 24, 1966 [sections 2146, 2147, 2149, 
and 2150 of this title], which shall become effective 
thirty days after the date of enactment of this Act 
[Dec. 24, 1970]’’. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 94–279 provided: ‘‘That this Act 
[enacting section 2156 of this title, amending this sec-
tion, sections 2132, 2134, 2136, 2139 to 2146, 2149, 2153 to 
2155 of this title, and section 3001 of Title 39, Postal 


