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fact that,’’ in first sentence, inserted ‘‘or any class of 
stone or quarry products, or any other article of any 
character whatsoever, capable of carrying any dan-
gerous plant disease or insect infection’’ after the first 
three references to ‘‘seeds, or other plant products,’’, 
and inserted ‘‘when the public interest will permit’’ 
after ‘‘That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of Ag-
riculture’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 39 section 3014. 

§ 161a. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section was from the Department of Agriculture Ap-
propriation Act, 1945, act June 28, 1944, ch. 296, 58 Stat. 
440, related to disposition of moneys from inspection 
and certification of domestic plants and plant products 
for export, and was not repeated in subsequent appro-
priation acts. Similar provisions were contained in 
prior appropriation acts as follows: 

July 12, 1943, ch. 215, 57 Stat. 408. 
July 22, 1942, ch. 516, 56 Stat. 686. 

§ 162. Rules and regulations 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall make and 
promulgate such rules and regulations as may 
be necessary for carrying out the purposes of 
this chapter. 

(Aug. 20, 1912, ch. 308, § 9, 37 Stat. 318.) 

§ 163. Violations; forgery, alterations, etc., of cer-
tificates; punishment; civil penalty 

Any person who knowingly violates any provi-
sion of this chapter or any rule or regulation 
promulgated by the Secretary of Agriculture 
under this chapter, or who knowingly forges or 
counterfeits any certificate provided for in this 
chapter or in any such rule or regulation, or 
who, knowingly and without the authority of 
the Secretary, uses, alters, defaces, or destroys 
any such certificate shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be punished by a fine not exceeding $5,000, by 
imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both. 
Any person who violates any such provision, 
rule, or regulation, or who forges or counterfeits 
any such certificate, or who, without the au-
thority of the Secretary, uses, alters, defaces, or 
destroys any such certificate, may be assessed a 
civil penalty by the Secretary not exceeding 
$1,000. The Secretary may issue an order assess-
ing such civil penalty only after notice and an 
opportunity for an agency hearing on the record. 
Such order shall be treated as a final order re-
viewable under chapter 158 of title 28. The valid-
ity of such order may not be reviewed in an ac-
tion to collect such civil penalty. 

(Aug. 20, 1912, ch. 308, § 10, 37 Stat. 318; Jan. 12, 
1983, Pub. L. 97–461, § 2, 96 Stat. 2523.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is composed of part of section 10 of act Aug. 
20, 1912. Other provisions of section 10 are classified to 

sections 164 and 164a of this title. Section is also set out 
in D.C. Code, § 6–1105. 

AMENDMENTS 

1983—Pub. L. 97–461 added the element of knowledge 
to the definition of all violations, added use and the 
lack of authority from the Secretary to the definition 
of the group of violations including alteration, deface-
ment or destruction of certificates, substituted crimi-
nal penalties of a fine not exceeding $5,000 or a year’s 
imprisonment or both for a fine of $500 or a year’s im-
prisonment or both in the discretion of the court, in-
serted provisions relating to civil penalties, and struck 
out provision that no common carrier would be deemed 
to have violated sections 152, 154, 156 to 161, and 162 of 
this title on proof that such carrier did not knowingly 
receive for transportation or transport nursery stock 
or other plants or plant products as such in the United 
States. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

District of Columbia, violation of rules and regula-
tions, see section 167 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 167 of this title. 

§ 164. Duty of United States attorneys to pros-
ecute 

It shall be the duty of the United States attor-
neys diligently to prosecute any violations of 
this chapter which are brought to their atten-
tion by the Secretary of Agriculture or which 
come to their notice by other means. 

(Aug. 20, 1912, ch. 308, § 10, 37 Stat. 318.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is composed of part of section 10 of act Aug. 
20, 1912. Other provisions of section 10 are classified to 
sections 163 and 164a of this title. Section is also set out 
in D.C. Code, § 6–1105. 

§ 164a. Enforcement of quarantine against nurs-
ery stock and plant products; search and sei-
zure 

Any employee of the Department of Agri-
culture, authorized by the Secretary of Agri-
culture to enforce the provisions of this chapter 
and furnished with and wearing a suitable badge 
for identification, who has probable cause to be-
lieve that any person coming into the United 
States, or any vehicle, receptacle, boat, ship, or 
vessel, coming from any country or countries or 
moving interstate, possesses, carries, or con-
tains any nursery stock, plants, plant products, 
or other articles the entry or movement of 
which in interstate or foreign commerce is pro-
hibited or restricted by the provisions of this 
chapter, or by any quarantine or order of the 
Secretary of Agriculture issued or promulgated 
pursuant thereto, shall have power to stop and, 
without warrant, to inspect, search, and exam-
ine such person, vehicle, receptacle, boat, ship, 
or vessel, and to seize, destroy, or otherwise dis-
pose of, such nursery stock, plants, plant prod-
ucts, or other articles found to be moving or to 
have been moved in interstate commerce or to 
have been brought into the United States in vio-
lation of this chapter, or of such quarantine or 
order. 

(Aug. 20, 1912, ch. 308, § 10, as added May 1, 1928, 
ch. 462, 45 Stat. 468.) 


