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§ 167. Rules governing District of Columbia 

Prohibition against shipment generally.—In 
order further to control and eradicate and to 
prevent the dissemination of dangerous plant 
diseases and insect infections and infestations 
no plant or plant products for or capable of 
propagation, including nursery stock, herein-
after referred to as plants and plant products, 
shall be moved or allowed to be moved, shipped, 
transported, or carried by any means whatever 
into or out of the District of Columbia, except in 
compliance with such rules and regulations as 
shall be prescribed by the Secretary of Agri-
culture as hereinafter provided. 

Eradication by owner.—Whenever the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, after investigation, shall 
determine that any plants and plant products in 
the District of Columbia are infested or infected 
with insect pests and diseases and that any 
place, articles, and substances used or connected 
therewith are so infested or infected, written no-
tice thereof shall be given by him to the owner 
or person in possession or control thereof, and 
such owner or person shall forthwith control or 
eradicate and prevent the dissemination of such 
insect pest or disease and shall remove, cut, or 
destroy such infested and infected plants, plant 
products, and articles and substances used or 
connected therewith, which are declared to be 
nuisances, within the time and in the manner 
required in said notice or by the rules and regu-
lations of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Eradication by Secretary of Agriculture.— 
Whenever such owner or person cannot be found, 
or shall fail, neglect, or refuse to comply with 
the foregoing provisions of this section, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture is authorized and required 
to control and eradicate and prevent dissemina-
tion of such insect pest or disease and to re-
move, cut, or destroy infested or infected plants 
and plant products and articles and substances 
used or connected therewith, and the United 
States shall have an action of debt against such 
owner or persons for expenses incurred by the 
Secretary of Agriculture in that behalf. 

Inspection.—Employees of the Bureau of Ento-
mology and Plant Quarantine are authorized 
and required to inspect places, plants, and plant 
products and articles and substances used or 
connected therewith whenever the Secretary of 
Agriculture shall determine that such inspec-
tions are necessary for the purposes of this sec-
tion. 

Entry upon premises; opening packages; de-
struction of plants, etc.—For the purpose of car-
rying out the provisions and requirements of 
this section and of the rules and regulations of 
the Secretary of Agriculture made hereunder, 
and the notices given pursuant thereto, employ-
ees of the Bureau of Entomology and Plant 
Quarantine shall have power with a warrant to 
enter into or upon any place and open any bun-
dle, package, or other container of plants or 
plant products whenever they shall have cause 
to believe that infections or infestations of 
plant pests and diseases exist therein or thereon, 
and when such infections or infestations are 
found to exist, after notice by the Secretary of 
Agriculture to the owner or person in possession 
or control thereof and an opportunity by said 

owner or person to be heard, to destroy the in-
fected or infested plants or plant products con-
tained therein. 

Search warrants.—The Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia shall have power, upon in-
formation supported by oath or affirmation 
showing probable cause for believing that there 
exists in any place, bundle, package, or other 
container in the District of Columbia any plant 
or plant product which is infected or infested 
with plant pests or disease, to issue warrants for 
the search for and seizure of all such plants and 
plant products. 

Rules and regulations.—It shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of Agriculture, and he is required, 
from time to time, to make and promulgate 
such rules and regulations as shall be necessary 
to carry out the purposes of this section, and 
any person who shall move or allow to be 
moved, or shall ship, transport, or carry, by any 
means whatever, any plant or plant products 
from or into the District of Columbia, except in 
compliance with the rules and regulations pre-
scribed under this section, shall be punished, as 
is provided in section 163 of this title. 

(Aug. 20, 1912, ch. 308, § 15, as added May 31, 1920, 
ch. 217, 41 Stat. 726; amended May 16, 1928, ch. 
572, 45 Stat. 565; July 7, 1932, ch. 443, 47 Stat. 640; 
Mar. 26, 1934, ch. 89, 48 Stat. 486; Apr. 1, 1942, ch. 
207, §§ 1, 4, 56 Stat. 190, 192; July 8, 1963, Pub. L. 
88–60, §§ 1, 7, 77 Stat. 77, 78; July 29, 1970, Pub. L. 
91–358, title I, § 155(a), 84 Stat. 570.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 6–1104. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

In penultimate par., ‘‘Superior Court of the District 
of Columbia’’ substituted for ‘‘District of Columbia 
Court of General Sessions’’ on authority of Pub. L. 
91–358. 

‘‘District of Columbia Court of General Sessions’’ was 
the designation given to the ‘‘Municipal Court for the 
District of Columbia’’ by Pub. L. 88–60, §§ 1, 7, July 8, 
1963, 77 Stat. 77, 78, which provided that, eff. Jan. 1, 
1963, whenever reference is made in any Act of Congress 
to the ‘‘Municipal Court for the District of Columbia’’, 
such reference shall be held to be a reference to the 
‘‘District of Columbia Court of General Sessions.’’ 

Police Court of District of Columbia and Municipal 
Court of District of Columbia consolidated into a single 
court known as ‘‘The Municipal Court for the District 
of Columbia’’ and powers and jurisdiction of such 
courts transferred thereto by act Apr. 1, 1942, ch. 207, 
§§ 1, 4, 56 Stat. 190, 192. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

Functions of Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quar-
antine transferred to Secretary of Agriculture by 1947 
Reorg. Plan No. 1, § 301, eff. July 1, 1947, 12 F.R. 4534, 61 
Stat. 952, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees. 

‘‘Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine’’ sub-
stituted in text for ‘‘Federal Horticultural Board’’ by 
acts May 16, 1928, July 7, 1932, and Mar. 26, 1934. See 
note under section 165a of this title. 

FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 

One form of action, see rule 2, Title 28, Appendix, Ju-
diciary and Judicial Procedure. 
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SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 150ff of this title. 

CHAPTER 8A—RUBBER AND OTHER 
CRITICAL AGRICULTURAL MATERIALS 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

171. Program for development of guayule and 
other rubber-bearing plants. 

172. Authorization of Secretary to appoint em-
ployees; delegation of powers; cooperation 
with other agencies; allotment of funds; 
leases of facilities and disposal of water. 

173. Authorization of appropriations. 
174. Omitted. 
175. Lease or sublease of unsuitable lands; dis-

posal of water supply. 
176. Sale of guayule shrub to Reconstruction Fi-

nance Corporation. 

SUBCHAPTER II—CRITICAL AGRICULTURAL 
MATERIALS 

178. Congressional findings and declaration of pol-
icy. 

178a. Definitions. 
178b. Joint Commission on Research and Develop-

ment of Critical Agricultural Materials. 
(a) Establishment; function. 
(b) Membership. 
(c) Chairman. 
(d) Delegation of responsibilities to Joint 

Commission; transfer and use of ap-
propriated funds. 

(e) Duties. 
(f) Administrative support services. 
(g) Advice of scientific, engineering and 

business communities. 
178c. Research and development program by Sec-

retary of Agriculture. 
(a) Designation of Department as lead 

agency. 
(b) Scope of program. 
(c) Office of Critical Agricultural Mate-

rials. 
(d) Authority of Secretary in carrying 

out demonstration project. 
178d. Research and development program by Sec-

retary of Commerce. 
178e. Cooperative projects with Mexico, Australia, 

and Israel. 
178f. Assistance from States and public agencies; 

contracts and agreements. 
178g. Powers of Secretary of Agriculture. 
178h. Powers of Secretary of Commerce. 
178i. Coordination of activities with Federal agen-

cies. 
178j. Laws governing inventions under this sub-

chapter. 
178k. Disposition of byproducts and strategic and 

industrially important products. 
178l. Rules and regulations. 
178m. Report to President and Congress. 
178n. Administration and funding. 

(a) Authorization of appropriations to 
Secretary of Agriculture. 

(b) Administration and management. 
(c) Contract authority as limited by 

amounts provided in appropriations 
acts. 

(d) Activities limited to critical mate-
rials other than native latex after 
fiscal 1988. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 171. Program for development of guayule and 
other rubber-bearing plants 

The Secretary of Agriculture (hereinafter 
called the ‘‘Secretary’’) is authorized— 

(1) To acquire by purchase, license, or other 
agreement, the right to operate under proc-
esses or patents relating to the growing and 
harvesting of guayule or the extraction of rub-
ber therefrom, and such properties, processes, 
records, and data as are necessary to such op-
eration, including but not limited to any such 
rights owned or controlled by the Interconti-
nental Rubber Company, or any of its subsidi-
aries, and all equipment, materials, struc-
tures, factories, real property, seed, seedlings, 
growing shrub, and other facilities, patents 
and processes of the Intercontinental Rubber 
Company, or any of its subsidiaries, located in 
California, and for such rights, properties, and 
facilities of the Intercontinental Rubber Com-
pany or any of its subsidiaries, the Secretary 
is authorized to pay not to exceed $2,000,000; 

(2) To plant, or contract for the planting of, 
not in excess of five hundred thousand acres of 
guayule in areas in the Western Hemisphere 
where the best growth and yields may be ex-
pected in order to maintain a nucleus planting 
of guayule to serve as a domestic source of 
crude rubber as well as of planting material 
for use in further expanding guayule planting 
to meet emergency needs of the United States 
for crude rubber; to establish and maintain 
nurseries to provide seedlings for field plants; 
and to purchase necessary equipment, facili-
ties, land for nurseries and administrative 
sites and water rights; 

(3) To acquire by lease, or other agreement, 
for not exceeding ten years, rights to land for 
the purpose of making plantings of guayule; to 
acquire water rights; to erect necessary build-
ings on leased land where suitable land cannot 
be purchased; to make surveys, directly or 
through appropriate Government agencies, of 
areas in the Western Hemisphere where gua-
yule might be grown; and to establish and 
maintain records indicating areas to which 
guayule cultivation could be extended for 
emergency production; 

(4) To construct or operate, or to contract 
for the operation of, factories for the extrac-
tion of rubber from guayule, and from Chryso-
thamnus, commonly known as rabbit brush; to 
purchase guayule shrub; and to purchase, oper-
ate, and maintain equipment for the harvest-
ing, storing, transporting, and complete proc-
essing of guayule, and Chrysothamnus, com-
monly known as rabbit brush, and to purchase 
land as sites for processing plants; 

(5) To conduct studies, in which he may co-
operate with any other public or private agen-
cy, designed to increase the yield of guayule 
by breeding to by selection, and to improve 
planting methods; to make surveys of areas 
suitable for cultivating guayule; to make 
experimental plantings; and to conduct agro-
nomic tests; 

(6) To conduct tests, in which he may co-
operate with any other public or private agen-
cy, to determine the qualities of rubber ob-
tained from guayule and to determine the 
most favorable methods of compounding and 
using guayule in rubber manufacturing proc-
esses; 

(7) To improve methods of processing gua-
yule shrubs and rubber and to obtain and hold 
patents on such new processes; 


