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§ 941. Findings 

The Congress finds and declares the following: 
(1) As the human population of the Great 

Lakes Basin has expanded to over 35,000,000 
people, great demands have been placed on the 
lakes for use for boating and other recreation, 
navigation, municipal and industrial water 
supply, waste disposal, power production, and 
other purposes. These growing and often con-
flicting demands exert pressure on the fish and 
wildlife resources of the Great Lakes Basin, 
including in the form of contaminants, inva-
sion by nonindigenous species, habitat deg-
radation and destruction, legal and illegal 
fishery resource harvest levels, and sea lam-
prey predation. 

(2) The fishery resources of the Great Lakes 
support recreational fisheries enjoyed by more 
than 5,000,000 people annually and commercial 
fisheries providing approximately 9,000 jobs. 
Together, these fisheries generate economic 
activity worth more than $4,400,000,000 annu-
ally to the United States. 

(3) The availability of a suitable forage base 
is essential to lake trout, walleye, yellow 
perch, and other recreational and commer-
cially valuable fishery resources of the Great 
Lakes Basin. Protecting and restoring produc-
tive fish habitat, including by protecting 
water quality, is essential to the successful re-
covery of Great Lakes Basin fishery resources. 

(4) The Great Lakes Basin contains impor-
tant breeding and migration habitat for all 
types of migratory birds. Many migratory bird 
species dependent on deteriorating Great 
Lakes Basin habitat have suffered serious pop-
ulation declines in recent years. 

(5) Over 80 percent of the original wetlands 
in the Great Lakes Basin have been destroyed 
and such losses continue at a rate of 20,000 
acres annually. 

(6) Contaminant burdens in the fish and 
wildlife resources of the Great Lakes Basin are 
substantial and the impacts of those contami-
nants on the life functions of important fish 
and wildlife resources are poorly understood. 

Concern over the effects of those contami-
nants on human health have resulted in nu-
merous public health advisories recommend-
ing restricted or no consumption of Great 
Lakes fish. 

(7) The lower Great Lakes are uniquely dif-
ferent from the upper Great Lakes bio-
logically, physically, and in the degree of 
human use and shoreline development, and 
special fishery resource assessments and man-
agement activities are necessary to respond 
effectively to these special circumstances. 

(Pub. L. 101–537, title I, § 1002, Nov. 8, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2370; Pub. L. 101–646, title II, § 2002, Nov. 29, 
1990, 104 Stat. 4773; Pub. L. 104–332, § 2(h)(1), Oct. 
26, 1996, 110 Stat. 4091.) 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 101–537 and Pub. L. 101–646 enacted identical 
sections. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–332 made technical amendment to 
Pub. L. 101–646, § 2002, which enacted this section. 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1001 of title I of Pub. L. 101–537, and section 
2001 of title II of Pub. L. 101–646, as amended by Pub. L. 
104–332, § 2(h)(1), Oct. 26, 1996, 110 Stat. 4091, provided 
that: ‘‘This title [enacting this chapter] may be cited 
as the ‘Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act 
of 1990’.’’ 

§ 941a. Purpose 

The purposes of this chapter are— 
(1) to carry out a comprehensive study of the 

status, and the assessment, management, and 
restoration needs, of the fishery resources of 
the Great Lakes Basin; 

(2) to develop proposals to implement recom-
mendations resulting from that study; and 

(3) to provide assistance to the Great Lakes 
Fisheries Commission, States, Indian Tribes, 
and other interested entities to encourage co-
operative conservation, restoration and man-
agement of the fish and wildlife resources and 
their habitat of the Great Lakes Basin. 

(Pub. L. 101–537, title I, § 1003, Nov. 8, 1990, 104 
Stat. 2371; Pub. L. 101–646, title II, § 2003, Nov. 29, 
1990, 104 Stat. 4774; Pub. L. 104–332, § 2(h)(1), Oct. 
26, 1996, 110 Stat. 4091.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, which, to reflect the probable intent of 
Congress, was translated as reading ‘‘this title’’ mean-
ing title I of Pub. L. 101–537, Nov. 8, 1990, 104 Stat. 2370, 
and title II of Pub. L. 101–646, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 
4773, known as the Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Res-
toration Act of 1990, which is classified generally to 
this chapter. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 941 
of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 101–537 and Pub. L. 101–646 enacted identical 
sections. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–332 made technical amendment to 
Pub. L. 101–646, § 2003, which enacted this section. 

§ 941b. Definitions 

In this chapter— 
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