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regulations. 
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funds for election activities. 

453. State laws affected. 
454. Partial invalidity. 
455. Period of limitations. 
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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 61a–9 of this 
title. 

SUBCHAPTER I—DISCLOSURE OF FEDERAL 
CAMPAIGN FUNDS 

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This subchapter is referred to in section 455 of this 
title. 

§ 431. Definitions 

When used in this Act: 
(1) The term ‘‘election’’ means— 

(A) a general, special, primary, or runoff 
election; 

(B) a convention or caucus of a political 
party which has authority to nominate a can-
didate; 

(C) a primary election held for the selection 
of delegates to a national nominating conven-
tion of a political party; and 

(D) a primary election held for the expres-
sion of a preference for the nomination of indi-
viduals for election to the office of President. 

(2) The term ‘‘candidate’’ means an individual 
who seeks nomination for election, or election, 
to Federal office, and for purposes of this para-
graph, an individual shall be deemed to seek 
nomination for election, or election— 

(A) if such individual has received contribu-
tions aggregating in excess of $5,000 or has 
made expenditures aggregating in excess of 
$5,000; or 

(B) if such individual has given his or her 
consent to another person to receive contribu-
tions or make expenditures on behalf of such 
individual and if such person has received such 
contributions aggregating in excess of $5,000 or 
has made such expenditures aggregating in ex-
cess of $5,000. 

(3) The term ‘‘Federal office’’ means the office 
of President or Vice President, or of Senator or 
Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress. 

(4) The term ‘‘political committee’’ means— 

(A) any committee, club, association, or 
other group of persons which receives con-
tributions aggregating in excess of $1,000 dur-
ing a calendar year or which makes expendi-
tures aggregating in excess of $1,000 during a 
calendar year; or 

(B) any separate segregated fund established 
under the provisions of section 441b(b) of this 
title; or 

(C) any local committee of a political party 
which receives contributions aggregating in 
excess of $5,000 during a calendar year, or 
makes payments exempted from the definition 
of contribution or expenditure as defined in 
paragraphs (8) and (9) aggregating in excess of 
$5,000 during a calendar year, or makes con-
tributions aggregating in excess of $1,000 dur-
ing a calendar year or makes expenditures ag-
gregating in excess of $1,000 during a calendar 
year. 

(5) The term ‘‘principal campaign committee’’ 
means a political committee designated and au-
thorized by a candidate under section 432(e)(1) of 
this title. 

(6) The term ‘‘authorized committee’’ means 
the principal campaign committee or any other 
political committee authorized by a candidate 
under section 432(e)(1) of this title to receive 
contributions or make expenditures on behalf of 
such candidate. 

(7) The term ‘‘connected organization’’ means 
any organization which is not a political com-
mittee but which directly or indirectly estab-
lishes, administers or financially supports a po-
litical committee. 

(8)(A) The term ‘‘contribution’’ includes— 
(i) any gift, subscription, loan, advance, or 

deposit of money or anything of value made by 
any person for the purpose of influencing any 
election for Federal office; or 

(ii) the payment by any person of compensa-
tion for the personal services of another per-
son which are rendered to a political commit-
tee without charge for any purpose. 

(B) The term ‘‘contribution’’ does not in-
clude— 

(i) the value of services provided without 
compensation by any individual who volun-
teers on behalf of a candidate or political com-
mittee; 

(ii) the use of real or personal property, in-
cluding a church or community room used on 
a regular basis by members of a community 
for noncommercial purposes, and the cost of 
invitations, food, and beverages, voluntarily 
provided by an individual to any candidate or 
any political committee of a political party in 
rendering voluntary personal services on the 
individual’s residential premises or in the 
church or community room for candidate-re-
lated or political party-related activities, to 
the extent that the cumulative value of such 
invitations, food, and beverages provided by 
such individual on behalf of any single can-
didate does not exceed $1,000 with respect to 
any single election, and on behalf of all politi-
cal committees of a political party does not 
exceed $2,000 in any calendar year; 

(iii) the sale of any food or beverage by a 
vendor for use in any candidate’s campaign or 


