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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by ‘‘section’’. 

§ 476. Technology Assessment Advisory Council 

(a) Establishment; composition 

The Office shall establish a Technology As-
sessment Advisory Council (hereinafter referred 
to as the ‘‘Council’’). The Council shall be com-
posed of the following twelve members: 

(1) ten members from the public, to be ap-
pointed by the Board, who shall be persons 
eminent in one or more fields of the physical, 
biological, or social sciences or engineering or 
experienced in the administration of techno-
logical activities, or who may be judged quali-
fied on the basis of contributions made to edu-
cational or public activities; 

(2) the Comptroller General; and 
(3) the Director of the Congressional Re-

search Service of the Library of Congress. 

(b) Duties 

The Council, upon request by the Board, 
shall— 

(1) review and make recommendations to the 
Board on activities undertaken by the Office 
or on the initiation thereof in accordance with 
section 472(d) of this title; 

(2) review and make recommendations to the 
Board on the findings of any assessment made 
by or for the Office; and 

(3) undertake such additional related tasks 
as the Board may direct. 

(c) Chairman and Vice Chairman; election by 
Council from members appointed from pub-
lic; terms and conditions of service 

The Council by majority vote, shall elect from 
its members appointed under subsection (a)(1) of 
this section a Chairman and a Vice Chairman, 
who shall serve for such time and under such 
conditions as the Council may prescribe. In the 
absence of the Chairman, or in the event of his 
incapacity, the Vice Chairman shall act as 
Chairman. 

(d) Terms of office of members appointed from 
public; reappointment 

The term of office of each member of the 
Council appointed under subsection (a)(1) of this 
section shall be four years except that any such 
member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring 
prior to the expiration of the term for which his 
predecessor was appointed shall be appointed for 
the remainder of such term. No person shall be 
appointed a member of the Council under sub-
section (a)(1) of this section more than twice. 
Terms of the members appointed under sub-
section (a)(1) of this section shall be staggered 
so as to establish a rotating membership accord-
ing to such method as the Board may devise. 

(e) Payment to Comptroller General and Direc-
tor of Congressional Research Service of 
travel and other necessary expenses; pay-
ment to members appointed from public of 
compensation and reimbursement for travel, 
subsistence, and other necessary expenses 

(1) The members of the Council other than 
those appointed under subsection (a)(1) of this 
section shall receive no pay for their services as 
members of the Council, but shall be allowed 
necessary travel expenses (or, in the alternative, 
mileage for use of privately owned vehicles and 

payments when traveling on official business at 
not to exceed the payment prescribed in regula-
tions implementing section 5702 and in 1 5704 of 
title 5), and other necessary expenses incurred 
by them in the performance of duties vested in 
the Council, without regard to the provisions of 
subchapter 1 of chapter 57 and section 5731 of 
title 5, and regulations promulgated thereunder. 

(2) The members of the Council appointed 
under subsection (a)(1) of this section shall re-
ceive compensation for each day engaged in the 
actual performance of duties vested in the Coun-
cil at rates of pay not in excess of the daily 
equivalent of the highest rate of basic pay set 
forth in the General Schedule of section 5332(a) 
of title 5, and in addition shall be reimbursed for 
travel, subsistence, and other necessary ex-
penses in the manner provided for other mem-
bers of the Council under paragraph (1) of this 
subsection. 

(Pub. L. 92–484, § 7, Oct. 13, 1972, 86 Stat. 800; Pub. 
L. 99–234, title I, § 107(a), Jan. 2, 1986, 99 Stat. 
1759.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 99–234 substituted ‘‘pay-
ments when traveling on official business at not to ex-
ceed the payment prescribed in regulations implement-
ing section 5702 and in’’ for ‘‘a per diem in lieu of sub-
sistence at not to exceed the rate prescribed in sections 
5702 and’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–234 effective on effective 
date of regulations to be promulgated not later than 
150 days after Jan. 2, 1986, or 180 days after Jan. 2, 1986, 
whichever occurs first, see section 301(a) of Pub. L. 
99–234, set out as a note under section 5701 of Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COUNCILS 

Advisory councils in existence on Jan. 5, 1973, to ter-
minate not later than the expiration of the 2-year pe-
riod following Jan. 5, 1973, unless, in the case of a coun-
cil established by the President or an officer of the 
Federal Government, such council is renewed by appro-
priate action prior to the expiration of such 2-year pe-
riod, or in the case of a council established by the Con-
gress, its duration is otherwise provided by law. See 
sections 3(2) and 14 of Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 
Stat. 770, 776, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Gov-
ernment Organization and Employees. 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 
of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 
of Title 5. 

§ 477. Utilization of services of Library of Con-
gress 

(a) Authority of Librarian to make available 
services and assistance of Congressional Re-
search Service 

To carry out the objectives of this chapter, the 
Librarian of Congress is authorized to make 
available to the Office such services and assist-



Page 282 TITLE 2—THE CONGRESS § 478 

ance of the Congressional Research Service as 
may be appropriate and feasible. 

(b) Scope of services and assistance 

Such services and assistance made available to 
the Office shall include, but not be limited to, 
all of the services and assistance which the Con-
gressional Research Service is otherwise author-
ized to provide to the Congress. 

(c) Services or responsibilities performed by 
Congressional Research Service for Congress 
not altered or modified; authority of Librar-
ian to establish within Congressional Re-
search Service additional divisions, etc. 

Nothing in this section shall alter or modify 
any services or responsibilities, other than those 
performed for the Office, which the Congres-
sional Research Service under law performs for 
or on behalf of the Congress. The Librarian is, 
however, authorized to establish within the Con-
gressional Research Service such additional di-
visions, groups, or other organizational entities 
as may be necessary to carry out the purpose of 
this chapter. 

(d) Reimbursement for services and assistance 

Services and assistance made available to the 
Office by the Congressional Research Service in 
accordance with this section may be provided 
with or without reimbursement from funds of 
the Office, as agreed upon by the Board and the 
Librarian of Congress. 

(Pub. L. 92–484, § 8, Oct. 13, 1972, 86 Stat. 801.) 

§ 478. Utilization of services of General Account-
ing Office 

(a) Authority of General Accounting Office to 
furnish financial and administrative services 

Financial and administrative services (includ-
ing those related to budgeting, accounting, fi-
nancial reporting, personnel, and procurement) 
and such other services as may be appropriate 
shall be provided the Office by the General Ac-
counting Office. 

(b) Scope of services and assistance 

Such services and assistance to the Office 
shall include, but not be limited to, all of the 
services and assistance which the General Ac-
counting Office is otherwise authorized to pro-
vide to the Congress. 

(c) Services or responsibilities performed by 
General Accounting Office for Congress not 
altered or modified 

Nothing in this section shall alter or modify 
any services or responsibilities, other than those 
performed for the Office, which the General Ac-
counting Office under law performs for or on be-
half of the Congress. 

(d) Reimbursement for services and assistance 

Services and assistance made available to the 
Office by the General Accounting Office in ac-
cordance with this section may be provided with 
or without reimbursement from funds of the Of-
fice, as agreed upon by the Board and the Comp-
troller General. 

(Pub. L. 92–484, § 9, Oct. 13, 1972, 86 Stat. 802.) 

§ 479. Coordination of activities with National 
Science Foundation 

The Office shall maintain a continuing liaison 
with the National Science Foundation with re-
spect to— 

(1) grants and contracts formulated or acti-
vated by the Foundation which are for pur-
poses of technology assessment; and 

(2) the promotion of coordination in areas of 
technology assessment, and the avoidance of 
unnecessary duplication or overlapping of re-
search activities in the development of tech-
nology assessment techniques and programs. 

(Pub. L. 92–484, § 10(a), Oct. 13, 1972, 86 Stat. 802.) 

§ 480. Annual report to Congress 

The Office shall submit to the Congress an an-
nual report which shall include, but not be lim-
ited to, an evaluation of technology assessment 
technique and identification, insofar as may be 
feasible, of technological areas and programs re-
quiring future analysis. Such report shall be 
submitted not later than March 15 of each year. 

(Pub. L. 92–484, § 11, Oct. 13, 1972, 86 Stat. 802.) 

§ 481. Authorization of appropriations; availabil-
ity of appropriations 

(a) To enable the Office to carry out its powers 
and duties, there is hereby authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Office, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, not to ex-
ceed $5,000,000 in the aggregate for the two fiscal 
years ending June 30, 1973, and June 30, 1974, and 
thereafter such sums as may be necessary. 

(b) Appropriations made pursuant to the au-
thority provided in subsection (a) of this section 
shall remain available for obligation, for ex-
penditure, or for obligation and expenditure for 
such period or periods as may be specified in the 
Act making such appropriations. 

(Pub. L. 92–484, § 12, Oct. 13, 1972, 86 Stat. 803.) 

CHAPTER 16—CONGRESSIONAL MAILING 
STANDARDS 

Sec. 

501. House Commission on Congressional Mailing 
Standards. 

(a) Establishment; designation. 
(b) Membership; political party represen-

tation; Chairman; vacancies; 
quorum. 

(c) Assistance and use of personnel, in-
cluding chief counsel, of Committee 
on Post Office and Civil Service of 
the House. 

(d) Advisory opinions or consultations 
respecting franked mail for persons 
entitled to franking privilege; 
franking privilege regulations. 

(e) Complaint of franked mail violations; 
investigation; notice and hearing; 
conclusiveness of findings; decision 
of Commission; judicial review; ref-
erence of certain violations to Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Con-
duct of the House for appropriate 
action and enforcement; adminis-
trative procedure regulations. 


