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1 Rescinded. See Committee Order No. 12. 

§ 56. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 203(20)(A), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1728 

Section, based on H. Res. No. 418, § 2, Ninety-second 
Congress, May 18, 1971, enacted into permanent law by 
Pub. L. 92–184, ch. IV, Dec. 15, 1971, 85 Stat. 636, related 
to office expenses within District of Columbia of Dele-
gate from District of Columbia. 

REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES OF HOUSE MEMBERS; 
MEMBER OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND MEM-
BER DEFINED 

Section 302(a), (b), and (d) of H. Res. No. 287, Ninety- 
fifth Congress, Mar. 2, 1977, enacted into permanent law 
by Pub. L. 95–94, title I, § 115, Aug. 5, 1977, 91 Stat. 668, 
which related to reimbursement to Members of House 
of Representatives for official expenses incurred in the 
United States, was repealed by Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 203(20)(B), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1728. 

§ 57. Adjustment of House of Representatives al-
lowances by Committee on House Oversight 

(a) In general 

Subject to the provision of law specified in 
subsection (b) of this section, the Committee on 
House Oversight of the House of Representatives 
may, by order of the Committee, fix and adjust 
the amounts, terms, and conditions of, and other 
matters relating to, allowances of the House of 
Representatives within the following categories: 

(1) For Members of the House of Representa-
tives, the Members’ Representational Allow-
ance, including all aspects of the Official Mail 
Allowance within the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee under section 59e of this title. 

(2) For committees, the Speaker, the Major-
ity and Minority Leaders, the Clerk, the Ser-
geant at Arms, and the Chief Administrative 
Officer, allowances for official mail (including 
all aspects of the Official Mail Allowance 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee 
under section 59e of this title), stationery, and 
telephone and telegraph and other commu-
nications. 

(b) Provision specified 

The provision of law referred to in subsection 
(a) of this section is section 57a of this title. 

(c) ‘‘Member of the House of Representatives’’ de-
fined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘Member of 
the House of Representatives’’ means a Rep-
resentative in, or a Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress. 

(Pub. L. 92–184, ch. IV, Dec. 15, 1971, 85 Stat. 636; 
Pub. L. 104–186, title I, § 102, Aug. 20, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1719.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on House Resolution No. 457, Ninety- 
second Congress, July 21, 1971, which was enacted into 
permanent law by Pub. L. 92–184. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section consisted of subsecs. (a) and (b) 
authorizing Committee on House Administration to ad-
just certain allowances for Members, committees, and 
officers of House of Representatives. 

CLERK HIRE ALLOWANCE; INCREASE 

Pub. L. 101–520, title I, § 104, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
2262, effective for 102d Congress, increased authoriza-
tion for the Clerk Hire Allowance by $50,000. 

COMMITTEE ORDER NO. 1 (REVISED) 1 

Resolved, that effective January 25, 1972, each Mem-
ber of the House of Representatives shall be entitled to 
office space suitable for his use in the district he rep-
resents at such places designated by him in such dis-
trict. The Sergeant at Arms shall secure office space 
satisfactory to the Member in post offices or Federal 
buildings at not more than two (2) locations if such 
space is available. Office space to which a Member is 
entitled under this resolution which is not secured by 
the Sergeant at Arms may be secured by the Member, 
and the Clerk shall approve for payment from the con-
tingent fund of the House of Representatives vouchers 
covering bona fide statements of amounts due for office 
space not exceeding a total allowance to each Member 
of $200 per month; but if a Member certifies to the Com-
mittee on House Administration that he is unable to 
obtain suitable space in his district for $200 per month 
due to high rental rates or other factors, the Commit-
tee on House Administration may, as the Committee 
considers appropriate, direct the Clerk to approve for 
payment from the contingent fund of the House of Rep-
resentatives vouchers covering bona fide statements of 
amounts due for suitable office space not exceeding a 
total allowance to each Member of $350 per month. 
Members shall be entitled to have no more than three 
(3) district offices outfitted with office equipment, car-
peting, and draperies at the expense of the General 
Services Administration. 

As used in this resolution the term ‘‘Member’’ means 
any Member of the House of Representatives, the Resi-
dent Commissioner of Puerto Rico, and the Delegate of 
the District of Columbia. 

COMMITTEE ORDER NO. 2 (REVISED) 

Resolved, that effective January 3, 1973, until other-
wise provided by order of the Committee on House Ad-
ministration: 

(a) The contingent fund of the House of Representa-
tives is made available for reimbursement of transpor-
tation expenses incurred by Members (including the 
Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico) in traveling 
on official business, by the nearest usual route, be-
tween Washington, District of Columbia, and any point 
in the district which he represents, for not more than 
36 round trips during each Congress, such reimburse-
ment to be made in accordance with rules and regula-
tions established by the Committee on House Adminis-
tration of the House of Representatives. 

(b) The contingent fund of the House of Representa-
tives is made available for reimbursement of transpor-
tation expenses incurred by employees in the office of 
a Member (including the Resident Commissioner from 
Puerto Rico) for not more than 6 round trips during 
any Congress between Washington, District of Colum-
bia and any point in the Congressional district rep-
resented by the Member. Such payment shall be made 
only upon vouchers approved by the Member, contain-
ing a certification by him that such travel was per-
formed on official duty. The Committee on House Ad-
ministration shall make such rules and regulations as 
may be necessary to carry out this section. 

(c) A Member of the House of Representatives (in-
cluding the Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico) 
may elect to receive in any Congress, in lieu of reim-
bursement of transportation expenses for such Congress 
is authorized in paragraph (a) above, a lump sum trans-
portation payment of $2,250 for each Congress. The 
Committee on House Administration of the House of 
Representatives shall make such rules and regulations 
as may be necessary to carry out this section. 

(d) This order shall not affect any allowance for trav-
el of Members of the House of Representatives (includ-
ing the Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico) 
which is authorized to be paid from funds other than 
the contingent fund of the House of Representatives. 


