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CHAPTER 2—MINERAL LANDS AND 
REGULATIONS IN GENERAL 

Sec. 

21. Mineral lands reserved. 
21a. National mining and minerals policy; ‘‘min-

erals’’ defined; execution of policy under 
other authorized programs. 

22. Lands open to purchase by citizens. 
23. Length of claims on veins or lodes. 
24. Proof of citizenship. 
25. Affidavit of citizenship. 
26. Locators’ rights of possession and enjoyment. 
27. Mining tunnels; right to possession of veins 

on line with; abandonment of right. 
28. Mining district regulations by miners: loca-

tion, recordation, and amount of work; 
marking of location on ground; records; an-
nual labor or improvements on claims pend-
ing issue of patent; co-owner’s succession in 
interest upon delinquency in contributing 
proportion of expenditures; tunnel as lode 
expenditure. 

28–1. Inclusion of certain surveys in labor require-
ments of mining claims; conditions and re-
strictions. 

28–2. Definitions. 
28a. Omitted. 
28b. Annual assessment work on mining claims; 

temporary deferment; conditions. 
28c. Length and termination of deferment. 
28d. Performance of deferred work. 
28e. Recordation of deferment. 
28f. Fee. 

(a) Claim maintenance fee. 
(b) Time of payment. 
(c) Oil shale claims subject to claim 

maintenance fees under Energy Pol-
icy Act of 1992. 

(d) Waiver. 
28g. Location fee. 
28h. Co-ownership. 
28i. Failure to pay. 
28j. Other requirements. 

(a) Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act requirements. 

(b) Omitted. 
(c) Fee adjustments. 

28k. Regulations. 
29. Patents; procurement procedure; filing: appli-

cation under oath, plat and field notes, no-
tices, and affidavits; posting plat and notice 
on claim; publication and posting notice in 
office; certificate; adverse claims; payment 
per acre; objections; nonresident claimant’s 
agent for execution of application and affi-
davits. 

30. Adverse claims; oath of claimants; requisites; 
waiver; stay of land office proceedings; judi-
cial determination of right of possession; 
successful claimants’ filing of judgment 
roll, certificate of labor, and description of 
claim in land office, and acreage and fee 
payments; issuance of patents for entire or 
partial claims upon certification of land of-
fice proceedings and judgment roll; alien-
ation of patent title. 

31. Oath: agent or attorney in fact, beyond dis-
trict of claim. 

32. Findings by jury; costs. 
33. Existing rights. 
34. Description of vein claims on surveyed and 

unsurveyed lands; monuments on ground to 
govern conflicting calls. 

35. Placer claims; entry and proceedings for pat-
ent under provisions applicable to vein or 
lode claims; conforming entry to legal sub-
divisions and surveys; limitation of claims; 
homestead entry of segregated agricultural 
land. 

Sec. 

36. Subdivisions of 10-acre tracts; maximum of 
placer locations; homestead claims of agri-
cultural lands; sale of improvements. 

37. Proceedings for patent where boundaries con-
tain vein or lode; application; statement in-
cluding vein or lode; issuance of patent: 
acreage payments for vein or lode and plac-
er claim; costs of proceedings; knowledge 
affecting construction of application and 
scope of patent. 

38. Evidence of possession and work to establish 
right to patent. 

39. Surveyors of mining claims. 
40. Verification of affidavits. 
41. Intersecting or crossing veins. 
42. Patents for nonmineral lands: application, 

survey, notice, acreage limitation, pay-
ment. 

(a) Vein or lode and mill site owners eli-
gible. 

(b) Placer claim owners eligible. 
43. Conditions of sale by local legislature. 
44, 45. Omitted. 
46. Additional land districts and officers. 
47. Impairment of rights or interests in certain 

mining property. 
48. Lands in Michigan, Wisconsin, and Min-

nesota; sale and disposal as public lands. 
49. Lands in Missouri and Kansas; disposal as ag-

ricultural lands. 
49a. Mining laws of United States extended to 

Alaska; exploration and mining for precious 
metals; regulations; conflict of laws; per-
mits; dumping tailings; pumping from sea; 
reservation of roadway; title to land below 
line of high tide or high-water mark; trans-
fer of title to future State. 

49b. Mining laws relating to placer claims ex-
tended to Alaska. 

49c. Recording notices of location of Alaskan min-
ing claims. 

49d. Miners’ regulations for recording notices in 
Alaska; certain records legalized. 

49e. Annual labor or improvements on Alaskan 
mining claims; affidavits; burden of proof; 
forfeitures; location anew of claims; per-
jury. 

49f. Fees of recorders in Alaska for filing proofs of 
work and improvements. 

50. Grants to States or corporations not to in-
clude mineral lands. 

51. Water users’ vested and accrued rights; enu-
meration of uses; protection of interest; 
rights-of-way for canals and ditches; liabil-
ity for injury or damage to settlers’ posses-
sion. 

52. Patents or homesteads subject to vested and 
accrued water rights. 

53. Possessory actions for recovery of mining 
titles or for damages to such title. 

54. Liability for damages to stock raising and 
homestead entries by mining activities. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in title 16 section 1907; 
title 43 sections 299, 1783. 

§ 21. Mineral lands reserved 

In all cases lands valuable for minerals shall 
be reserved from sale, except as otherwise ex-
pressly directed by law. 

(R.S. § 2318.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2318 derived from act July 4, 1866, ch. 166, § 5, 14 
Stat. 86. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Alabama public lands, reclassification, see section 172 
of this title. 
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Alaska, extension of general land laws, see section 
280a of Title 25, Indians. 

Atomic Energy Act of 1954, source material, see sec-
tion 2091 et seq. of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare. 

Control of mining operations in areas of the National 
Park System to minimize damage to the environment 
and other resources, see section 1901 et seq. of Title 16, 
Conservation. 

Forest reservation lands, found to be mineral in char-
acter, restored to public domain, see section 482 of Title 
16. 

Kansas and Missouri mineral deposits, see section 49 
of this title. 

Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin mineral lands, 
see section 48 of this title. 

Sale of reserved mineral interests in certain agricul-
tural lands, see sections 1033 to 1035 and 1037 to 1039 of 
Title 7, Agriculture. 

Timber on public mineral lands, felling and removal 
for mining and other purposes, see sections 604 to 606 of 
Title 16, Conservation. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 24, 29, 33, 37, 38, 
39, 40, 42, 46, 47, 48, 102 of this title; title 43 section 1712. 

§ 21a. National mining and minerals policy; ‘‘min-
erals’’ defined; execution of policy under 
other authorized programs 

The Congress declares that it is the continuing 
policy of the Federal Government in the na-
tional interest to foster and encourage private 
enterprise in (1) the development of economi-
cally sound and stable domestic mining, min-
erals, metal and mineral reclamation industries, 
(2) the orderly and economic development of do-
mestic mineral resources, reserves, and reclama-
tion of metals and minerals to help assure satis-
faction of industrial, security and environ-
mental needs, (3) mining, mineral, and metallur-
gical research, including the use and recycling 
of scrap to promote the wise and efficient use of 
our natural and reclaimable mineral resources, 
and (4) the study and development of methods 
for the disposal, control, and reclamation of 
mineral waste products, and the reclamation of 
mined land, so as to lessen any adverse impact 
of mineral extraction and processing upon the 
physical environment that may result from min-
ing or mineral activities. 

For the purpose of this section ‘‘minerals’’ 
shall include all minerals and mineral fuels in-
cluding oil, gas, coal, oil shale and uranium. 

It shall be the responsibility of the Secretary 
of the Interior to carry out this policy when ex-
ercising his authority under such programs as 
may be authorized by law other than this sec-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 91–631, title I, § 101, formerly § 2, Dec. 31, 
1970, 84 Stat. 1876; Pub. L. 104–66, title I, § 1081(b), 
Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 721; renumbered title I, 
§ 101, Pub. L. 104–325, § 2(1), (2), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 
Stat. 3994.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1995—Pub. L. 104–66 in last par. struck out at end 
‘‘For this purpose the Secretary of the Interior shall in-
clude in his annual report to the Congress a report on 
the state of the domestic mining, minerals, and min-
eral reclamation industries, including a statement of 
the trend in utilization and depletion of these re-
sources, together with such recommendations for legis-
lative programs as may be necessary to implement the 
policy of this section.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 91–631 provided: ‘‘That this Act 
[enacting this section] may be cited as the ‘Mining and 
Minerals Policy Act of 1970’.’’ 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Control of mining operations in areas of the National 
Park System to minimize damage to the environment 
and other resources, see section 1901 et seq. of Title 16, 
Conservation. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 1292, 1601, 1605 
of this title; title 43 sections 1701, 1866. 

§ 22. Lands open to purchase by citizens 

Except as otherwise provided, all valuable 
mineral deposits in lands belonging to the 
United States, both surveyed and unsurveyed, 
shall be free and open to exploration and pur-
chase, and the lands in which they are found to 
occupation and purchase, by citizens of the 
United States and those who have declared their 
intention to become such, under regulations pre-
scribed by law, and according to the local cus-
toms or rules of miners in the several mining 
districts, so far as the same are applicable and 
not inconsistent with the laws of the United 
States. 

(R.S. § 2319.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 2319 derived from act May 10, 1872, ch. 152, § 1, 
17 Stat. 91. 

Words ‘‘Except as otherwise provided,’’ were edi-
torially supplied on authority of act Feb. 25, 1920, ch. 
85, 41 Stat. 437, popularly known as the Mineral Lands 
Leasing Act, which is classified to chapter 3A (§ 181 et 
seq.) of this title. 

SHORT TITLE 

Sections 22 to 24, 26 to 28, 29, 30, 33 to 35, 37, 39 to 43, 
and 47 of this title are based on sections of the Revised 
Statutes which are derived from act May 10, 1872, ch. 
152, 17 Stat. 91, popularly known as the ‘‘General Min-
ing Act of 1872’’. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Acquisition of mining lands within National Park 
System by Secretary of the Interior, see section 1911 of 
Title 16, Conservation. 

Disposition to citizens of the United States of depos-
its of coal, phosphate sodium, oil, oil shale or gas and 
lands containing such deposits, see section 181 et seq. of 
this title. 

Kansas and Missouri mineral deposits, see section 49 
of this title. 

Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin mineral lands, 
see section 48 of this title. 

Preservation and management of National Park Sys-
tem mining areas, see section 1902 of Title 16, Conserva-
tion. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 24, 29, 33, 37, 38, 
39, 40, 42, 46, 47, 48, 49, 102, 541b of this title; title 16 sec-
tion 460mm–1; title 25 section 640d–10; title 43 sections 
1712, 1714, 1732. 

§ 23. Length of claims on veins or lodes 

Mining claims upon veins or lodes of quartz or 
other rock in place bearing gold, silver, cinna-
bar, lead, tin, copper, or other valuable deposits, 
located prior to May 10, 1872, shall be governed 


