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§ 239. Reservation of right to amend or repeal 
chapter 

The right to alter, amend, or repeal this chap-
ter is expressly reserved. 

(June 30, 1950, ch. 431, § 19, 64 Stat. 315.) 

CHAPTER 13—NATIONAL ACADEMY OF 
SCIENCES 

Sec. 

251. Corporation created. 

252. Powers of corporation. 

253. Meeting; duties; expenses and compensation. 

254. Acquisition of property by devise, bequest, 

donation, or otherwise; limitation of real 

estate. 

§ 251. Corporation created 

Louis Agassiz, Massachusetts; J. H. Alexander, 
Maryland; S. Alexander, New Jersey; A. D. 
Bache, at large; F. B. Barnard, at large; J. G. 
Barnard, United States army, Massachusetts; W. 
H. C. Bartlett, United States Military Academy, 
Missouri; U. A. Boyden, Massachusetts; Alexis 
Caswell, Rhode Island; William Chauvenet, Mis-
souri; J. H. C. Coffin, United States Naval Acad-
emy, Maine; J. A. Dahlgren, United States navy, 
Pennsylvania; J. D. Dana, Connecticut; Charles 
H. Davis, United States navy, Massachusetts; 
George Engelmann, St. Louis, Missouri; J. F. 
Frazer, Pennsylvania; Wolcott Gibbs, New York; 
J. M. Gilless, United States navy, District of Co-
lumbia; A. A. Gould, Massachusetts; B. A. 
Gould, Massachusetts; Asa Gray, Massachusetts; 
A. Guyot, New Jersey; James Hall, New York; 
Joseph Henry, at large; J. E. Hilgard, at large, 
Illinois; Edward Hitchcock, Massachusetts; J. S. 
Hubbard, United States naval observatory, Con-
necticut; A. A. Humphreys, United States army, 
Pennsylvania; J. L. Le Conte, United States 
army, Pennsylvania; J. Leidy, Pennsylvania; J. 
P. Lesley, Pennsylvania; M. F. Longstreth, 
Pennsylvania; D. H. Mahan, United States Mili-
tary Academy, Virginia; J. S. Newberry, Ohio; 
H. A. Newton, Connecticut; Benjamin Peirce, 
Massachusetts; John Rodgers, United States 
navy, Indiana; Fairman Rogers, Pennsylvania; 
R. E. Rogers, Pennsylvania; W. B. Rogers, Mas-
sachusetts; L. M. Rutherford, New York; Joseph 
Saxton, at large; Benjamin Silliman, Connecti-
cut; Benjamin Silliman, junior, Connecticut; 
Theodore Strong, New Jersey; John Torrey, New 
York; J. G. Totten, United States army, Con-
necticut; Joseph Winlock, United States Nau-
tical Almanac, Kentucky; Jeffries Wyman, Mas-
sachusetts; J. D. Whitney, California, their asso-
ciates and successors duly chosen, are incor-
porated, constituted, and declared to be a body 
corporate, by the name of the National Academy 
of Sciences. 

(Mar. 3, 1863, ch. 111, § 1, 12 Stat. 806.) 

§ 252. Powers of corporation 

The National Academy of Sciences shall have 
power to make its own organization, including 
its constitution, by-laws, and rules and regula-
tions; to fill all vacancies created by death, res-
ignation, or otherwise; to provide for the elec-
tion of foreign and domestic members, the divi-
sion into classes, and all other matters needful 

or usual in such institution, and to report the 
same to Congress. 

(Mar. 3, 1863, ch. 111, § 2, 12 Stat. 806; July 14, 
1870, ch. 264, 16 Stat. 277.) 

CODIFICATION 

Provisions of this section which limited the National 

Academy of Sciences to not more than fifty ordinary 

members were omitted by act July 14, 1870. 

§ 253. Meeting; duties; expenses and compensa-
tion 

The National Academy of Sciences shall hold 
an annual meeting at such place in the United 
States as may be designated, and the academy 
shall, whenever called upon by any department 
of the Government, investigate, examine, 
experiment, and report upon any subject of 
science or art, the actual expense of such inves-
tigations, examinations, experiments, and re-
ports, to be paid from appropriations which may 
be made for the purpose, but the academy shall 
receive no compensation whatever for any serv-
ices to the Government of the United States. 

(Mar. 3, 1863, ch. 111, § 3, 12 Stat. 806.) 

EX. ORD. NO. 2859. NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL OF 

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

Ex. Ord. No. 2859, May 11, 1918, as amended by Ex. 

Ord. No. 10668, May 10, 1956, 21 F.R. 3155; Ex. Ord. No. 

12832, Jan. 19, 1993, 58 F.R. 5905, provided: 

National Research Council of the National Academy 

of Sciences 

WHEREAS (1) the congressional charter of the Na-

tional Academy of Sciences (‘‘Academy’’) charges it, 

upon call from any U.S. Government Department, to 

investigate, examine, experiment, and report upon any 

subject of science or art and (2) the actual expenses of 

the Academy for such investigations, examinations, 

experiments, and reports shall be paid to the Academy 

through one or more of the following: private gifts and 

bequests; appropriations for the benefit of the Acad-

emy; grants-in-aid, contracts, and other forms of finan-

cial agreement with executive departments and agen-

cies, provided that the Academy shall receive no com-

pensation whatever for any services to the Government 

of the United States; and 

WHEREAS the National Research Council (‘‘Coun-

cil’’) was organized in 1916 at the request of the Presi-

dent by the National Academy of Sciences, under its 

congressional charter, as a measure of national pre-

paredness; and 

WHEREAS the Council is the principal operating 

agency of the National Academy of Sciences and the 

National Academy of Engineering, the latter having 

been established in 1964 under the charter of the Na-

tional Academy of Sciences; and 

WHEREAS the Institute of Medicine of the National 

Academy of Sciences, established in 1970 under the 

Academy’s charter, conducts its programs and activi-

ties under the approval, operating, and review proce-

dures of the Council; and 

WHEREAS in recognition of the work accomplished 

through the Council in organizing research, in further-

ing science, and in securing cooperation of government 

and nongovernment agencies in the solution of their 

problems, the Council has been perpetuated by the 

Academy as requested by the President in Executive 

Order No. 2859 of May 11, 1918; and 

WHEREAS the effective prosecution of the Council’s 

work may require the close cooperation of the sci-

entific and technical branches of the Government, both 

military and civil, and makes participation by officers 

and employees of the Government in the work of the 

Council desirable; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, by the authority vested in me as 

President by the Constitution and the laws of the 

United States of America, it is ordered as follows: 

1. The functions of the Council shall be as follows: 

(a) To stimulate research in the mathematical, phys-

ical, biological, environmental, and social sciences, and 

in the application of these sciences to engineering, ag-

riculture, medicine, and other useful arts, with the ob-

ject of increasing knowledge, of strengthening the na-

tional security including the contribution of science 

and engineering to economic growth, of ensuring the 

health of the American people, of aiding in the attain-

ment of environmental goals, and of contributing in 

other ways to the public welfare. 

(b) To survey the broad possibilities of science, to for-

mulate comprehensive projects of research, and to de-

velop effective means of utilizing the scientific and 

technical resources of the country for dealing with 

such projects. 

(c) To promote cooperation in research, at home and 

abroad, in order to secure concentration of effort, mini-

mize duplication, and stimulate progress; but in all co-

operative undertakings to give encouragement to indi-

vidual initiative, as fundamentally important to the 

advancement of science. 

(d) To serve as a means of bringing American and for-

eign investigators into active cooperation with the sci-

entific and technical services of the Federal Govern-

ment. 

(e) To direct the attention of scientific and technical 

investigators to the importance of military and indus-

trial problems in connection with national security, to 

the importance of environmental problems in connec-

tion with public health and the economy, and to aid in 

the solution of these problems by organizing specific 

research. 

(f) To gather and collate scientific and technical in-

formation, at home and abroad, in cooperation with 

governmental and other agencies, and to disseminate 

such information to duly accredited persons and the 

public. 

2. Scientists, engineers, and other technically quali-

fied professionals who are officers or employees of de-

partments and agencies of the executive branch of the 

Government are encouraged to participate in the work 

of the Council as requested by the Council to the extent 

authorized by the head of the officer’s or employee’s 

agency or department and permitted by law. 

3. To the extent permitted by law and regulation, and 

in accordance with the congressional charter of the 

Academy, the actual expense of investigations, exami-

nations, experiments, and reports by the Academy for 

the executive branch of the Government shall be paid 

to the Academy through one or more of the following: 

private gifts and bequests; appropriations for the bene-

fit of the Academy; grants-in-aid, contracts, and other 

forms of financial agreement with executive depart-

ments and agencies. The Academy shall receive no 

compensation whatever for any services to the Govern-

ment of the United States. Further, the Academy shall 

be subject to all provisions of OMB Circular A–122, 

‘‘Cost Principles for Non-Profit Organizations,’’ and to 

such other requirements regarding or limiting the 

Academy’s recovery of costs as the Director of the Of-

fice of Management and Budget may specify from time 

to time in writing to the Academy and to agencies and 

departments of the Government. 

4. When a department or agency of the executive 

branch of the Government determines that the Acad-

emy, because of its unique qualifications, is the only 

source that can provide the measure of expertise, inde-

pendence, objectivity, and audience acceptance nec-

essary to meet the department’s or agency’s program 

requirements, acquisition of services by the Academy 

may be obtained on a noncompetitive basis if otherwise 

in accordance with applicable law and regulations. 

§ 254. Acquisition of property by devise, bequest, 
donation, or otherwise; limitation of real es-
tate 

The National Academy of Sciences, incor-
porated by this chapter, be, and the same is, au-
thorized and empowered to receive, by devise, 
bequest, donation, or otherwise, either real or 
personal property, and to hold the same abso-
lutely or in trust, and to invest, reinvest, and 
manage the same in accordance with the provi-
sions of its constitution, and to apply said prop-
erty and the income arising therefrom to the ob-
jects of its creation and according to the in-
structions of the donors: Provided, however, That 
the Congress may at any time limit the amount 
of real estate which may be acquired and the 
length of time the same may be held by said Na-
tional Academy of Sciences. 

(June 20, 1884, ch. 107, 23 Stat. 50; May 27, 1914, 
ch. 101, § 1, 38 Stat. 383.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of act Mar. 3, 1863, 

which comprises this chapter. 

Act May 27, 1914, extended the right to receive prop-

erty. 

RESERVATION OF RIGHT TO ALTER, AMEND, OR REPEAL 

Section 2 of act May 27, 1914, provided: ‘‘That the 

right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act [amending this 

section] is hereby expressly reserved.’’ 

CHAPTER 14—FUTURE FARMERS OF 
AMERICA 

Sec. 

271. Corporation created. 

272. Completion of organization. 

273. Objects and purposes of corporation. 

274. Powers of corporation. 

275. Headquarters and principal office; territorial 

scope of activities; agent for service of proc-

ess. 

276. Membership; voting rights. 

277. National officers. 

(a) Composition. 

(b) Board of student officers. 

(c) Election. 

(d) Vote at national convention. 

278. Board of directors. 

(a) Composition. 

(b) Tenure. 

(c) Meetings. 

(d) Governing committee. 

(e) Transition board. 

279. Restrictions. 

(a) Distribution of income or assets to 

members. 

(b) Loans. 

(c) Prizes, awards, grants, or loans to 

student officers and members meet-

ing criteria. 

280. Nonpolitical nature of corporation. 

281. Liability for acts of officers and agents. 

282. Prohibition against issuance of stock or pay-

ment of dividends. 

283. Books and records; inspection. 

284. Repealed. 

285. Use of assets on dissolution or liquidation. 

286. Exclusive right to name, emblems, seals, and 

badges. 

287. Agents for service of process. 

288. Availability of personnel, services, and facili-

ties of Department of Education. 

289. Acquisition of assets and liabilities of exist-

ing corporation. 


