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EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Section 157(f) of Pub. L. 105–100 provided that the re-

peal of this section is effective Oct. 1, 1997. 

CHAPTER 2—CAPITOL BUILDING AND 
GROUNDS 

Sec. 

161. Title of Superintendent of Capitol Building 

and Grounds changed to Architect of Cap-

itol. 

161a. Repealed. 

162. Architect of Capitol; powers and duties. 

162–1. Appointment of Architect of Capitol. 

162a. Compensation of Architect of Capitol. 

162b. Semiannual report of expenditures by Archi-

tect of Capitol. 

163. Care and superintendence of Capitol by Archi-

tect of Capitol. 

163a. Exterior of Capitol, duty of Architect. 

163b. Delegation of authority by Architect of Cap-

itol. 

164. Omitted. 

164a. Assistant Architect of Capitol to act in case 

of absence, disability, or vacancy. 

165. Repealed. 

166. Architect of Capitol; repairs of Capitol. 

166a. Travel expenses. 

166a–1. Appropriations under control of Architect of 

Capitol; availability for expenses of adver-

tising. 

166b, 166b–1. Omitted or Repealed. 

166b–1a. Compensation of employees under Architect 

of Capitol; single per annum gross rates of 

pay. 

166b–1b. Conversion by Architect of Capitol of existing 

basic pay rates to per annum gross pay 

rates. 

166b–1c. Obsolete references in existing law to basic 

pay rates. 

166b–1d. Savings provisions. 

166b–1e. Effect on existing law. 

166b–1f. Exemptions. 

166b–2. Registered nurses compensated under appro-

priations for Capitol Buildings, Senate Of-

fice Buildings, and House Office Buildings; 

allocation to General Schedule salary 

grade. 

166b–3. Authorization to fix basic rate of compensa-

tion for certain positions. 

166b–3a. Compensation of certain positions in Office of 

Architect of Capitol. 

(a) Amount of compensation to be that 

specified in appropriations Acts. 

(b) Positions covered. 

(c) Calculation of amounts. 

(d) Effective date. 

166b–3b. Compensation of certain positions under ju-

risdiction of Architect of Capitol. 

(a) Director of Engineering. 

(b) Other listed positions. 

(c) Authority to list additional positions. 

166b–4. Gratuities for survivors of deceased employ-

ees under jurisdiction of Architect of Cap-

itol. 

166b–5. Withholding and remittance of State income 

tax by Architect of Capitol. 

(a) Agreement by Architect with appro-

priate State official; covered indi-

viduals. 

(b) Number of remittances authorized. 

(c) Requests for withholding and remit-

tance; amount of withholding; num-

ber and effective date of requests; 

change of designated State; revoca-

tion of request; rules and regula-

tions. 

(d) Time or times of agreements by Ar-

chitect. 

Sec. 

(e) Provisions as not imposing duty, bur-

den, requirement or penalty upon 

United States or any officer or em-

ployee of United States. 

(f) ‘‘State’’ defined. 

166b–6. Assignment and reassignment of personnel by 

Architect of Capitol for personal services. 

166b–7. Architect of the Capitol human resources pro-

gram. 

(a) Short title. 

(b) Finding and purpose. 

(c) Personnel management system. 

(d) Implementation of personnel manage-

ment system. 

166c. Acquisition of surplus supplies, materials, 

etc.; priority. 

166d. Rental or lease of storage space. 

166e. Funds out of Contingent Expenses, Architect 

of Capitol. 

166f. Funds out of Capitol Buildings, Architect of 

Capitol. 

166g. Expenses for flying American flags and pro-

viding certification services therefor. 

166h. Transfer of funds by Architect of Capitol; ap-

proval. 

167. Lighting, heating, and ventilating House of 

Representatives. 

167a. Repealed. 

168. Heating and ventilating Senate wing. 

168a. Repealed. 

169. Furniture for House of Representatives. 

170. Purchase of furniture or carpets for House or 

Senate. 

170a. Transferred. 

171. Transfer of discontinued apparatus to other 

branches. 

172. Repealed. 

173. Estimates for improvements in grounds. 

174, 174a. Omitted. 

174b. Senate Office Building; approval of structural 

changes by Architect of Capitol. 

174b–1. Additional Senate office building. 

174c. Control, care, and supervision of Senate Of-

fice Building. 

174d. Assignment of space in Senate Office Build-

ing. 

174d–1. Assignment of space for meetings of joint 

committees, conference committees, etc. 

174e. Certification of vouchers by Architect of Cap-

itol. 

174f to 174j. Omitted. 

174j–1. Senate Restaurants; management by Archi-

tect of Capitol; approval of matters of gen-

eral policy; termination. 

174j–2. Omitted. 

174j–3. Authorization and direction to effectuate 

purposes of sections 174j–1 to 174j–7 of this 

title. 

174j–4. Special deposit account; establishment; ap-

propriations; approval of payments. 

174j–5. Deposits and disbursements under special de-

posit account. 

174j–6. Bond of Architect, Assistant Architect, and 

other employees. 

174j–7. Supersedure of prior provisions for mainte-

nance and operation of Senate Restaurants. 

174j–8. Management personnel and miscellaneous ex-

penses; availability of appropriations; an-

nual and sick leave. 

174j–9. Loans for Senate Restaurants. 

(a) Borrowing authority. 

(b) Amount and period of loan; voucher. 

(c) Deposit, credit, and future availabil-

ity of proceeds from repayment. 

174j–10. Transfer of appropriations for management 

personnel and miscellaneous restaurant ex-

penses to special deposit account. 

174k. House of Representatives restaurant, cafe-

teria, and food services. 
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Sec. 

(a) Management and duties. 

(b) Transfer of accounts, records, sup-

plies, equipment, and assets. 

(c) Special deposit account. 

(d) Effective date. 

175. House Office Building; control, supervision, 

and care. 

176. Speaker as member of House Office Building 

commission. 

177. Assignment of rooms in House Office Build-

ing. 

178. Vacant rooms; assignment to Representa-

tives. 

179. Vacant rooms; withdrawal by Representatives 

of request for assignment; relinquishment 

of rooms previously assigned. 

180. Exchange of rooms. 

181. Record of assignment of rooms, etc. 

182. Assignment of rooms to Commissioner from 

Puerto Rico. 

183. Assignment etc., of rooms; control of by 

House. 

184. Assignment of unoccupied space. 

184a. John W. McCormack Residential Page 

School. 

(a) Construction authorization for dor-

mitory and classroom facilities 

complex. 

(b) Acquisition of property in District of 

Columbia. 

(c) Condemnation proceedings. 

(d) Transfer of United States owned prop-

erty. 

(e) Alley and street closures by Mayor of 

the District of Columbia. 

(f) United States Capitol Grounds provi-

sions applicable. 

(g) Designation; employment of services 

under supervision and control of Ar-

chitect of Capitol: joint approval 

and direction of Speaker and Presi-

dent pro tempore; annual estimates 

to Congress; regulations governing 

Architect of Capitol. 

(h) Joint appointee for supervision and 

control over page activities; regula-

tions; Residence Superintendent of 

Pages: appointment, compensation, 

and duties; additional personnel: ap-

pointment and compensation. 

(i) Section 88b of title 2 unaffected. 

184b to 184f. Repealed. 

184g. House of Representatives Child Care Center. 

(a) Maintenance and operation; admis-

sion of children. 

(b) Advisory board; membership, func-

tions, etc. 

(c) Duties of Chief Administrative Officer 

of House of Representatives. 

(d) Salaries and expenses; funding limits. 

(e) Definitions. 

185. Capitol power plant. 

185a. Senate Garage; control, supervision, servicing 

of official motor vehicles. 

186. Transfer of material and equipment to Archi-

tect. 

187. National Statuary Hall. 

188. Works of fine arts. 

188a. United States Capitol Preservation Commis-

sion. 

(a) Establishment and purposes. 

(b) Membership. 

(c) Designees. 

(d) Architect of the Capitol. 

(e) Staff support and assistance. 

188a–1. Authority of Commission to accept gifts and 

conduct other transactions relating to 

works of fine art and other property. 

(a) In general. 

Sec. 

(b) Transfer and disposition of works of 

fine art and other property. 
(c) Requirements for conduct of trans-

actions. 
188a–2. Capitol Preservation Fund. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Availability of fund. 
(c) Transaction costs and proportion-

ality. 
(d) Deposits, credits, and disbursements. 
(e) Investments. 

188a–3. Audits by the Comptroller General. 
188a–4. Advisory boards. 
188a–5. ‘‘Member of the House of Representatives’’ 

defined. 
188b. Senate Commission on Art. 

(a) Establishment. 
(b) Chairman and Vice Chairman; 

quorum; Executive Secretary. 
(c) Selection of Curator of Art and Antiq-

uities of the Senate; availability of 

professional and clerical assistance. 
(d) Hearings and meetings. 

188b–1. Duties of Commission. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Issuance and publication of regula-

tions. 
(c) Consistency of regulations. 
(d) Responsibilities of Committee on 

Rules and Administration of Sen-

ate. 
188b–2. Supervision and maintenance of Old Senate 

Chamber. 
188b–3. Publication of list of works of art, historical 

objects, and exhibits. 
188b–4. Authorization of appropriations. 
188b–5. Additional authority for Senate Commission 

on Art to acquire works of art, historical 

objects, documents, or exhibits. 
188b–6. Conservation, restoration, replication, or re-

placement of items in United States Senate 

Collection. 
(a) Use of moneys in Senate contingent 

fund. 
(b) United States Senate Collection. 
(c) Approval of disbursements by Chair-

man or Executive Secretary of Sen-

ate Commission on Art. 
188c. House of Representatives Fine Arts Board. 

(a) Establishment and authority. 
(b) Clerk of the House of Representa-

tives. 
(c) Architect of the Capitol. 

188c–1. Acceptance of gifts on behalf of the House of 

Representatives. 
189. Art exhibits. 
190. Private studios and works of art. 
190a. Omitted. 
190b. Location of reference library for Senate and 

House of Representatives. 
191, 192. Repealed or Omitted. 
193. Protection of buildings and property. 
193a. United States Capitol Grounds; area compris-

ing; jurisdiction. 
193b. Public use of Capitol Grounds. 
193c. Obstruction of roads; conveyance of goods or 

merchandise; Capitol Grounds. 
193d. Sale of articles; signs; solicitation; Capitol 

Grounds. 
193e. Injuries to property; Capitol Grounds. 
193f. Capitol Grounds and Buildings security. 

(a) Firearms, dangerous weapons, explo-

sives, or incendiary devices. 
(b) Violent entry and disorderly conduct. 
(c) Exemption of Government officials. 

193g. Parades or assemblages; display of flags; Cap-

itol Grounds. 
193h. Prosecution and punishment of offenses. 

(a) Firearms, dangerous weapons, explo-

sives, or incendiary device offenses. 
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Sec. 

(b) Other offenses. 
(c) Procedure. 

193i. Assistance to authorities by Capitol employ-

ees. 
193j. Suspension of prohibitions against use of 

grounds. 
193k. Power of Capitol Police Board to suspend pro-

hibitions. 
193l. Concerts on grounds. 
193m. Definitions. 
193m–1. Audit for private organizations conducting 

activities or performing services in or on 

United States Capitol Buildings or Grounds; 

report to Congress. 
193n. Smithsonian Institution; policing of buildings 

and grounds. 
193o. Public use of Smithsonian grounds. 
193p. Sale of articles; signs; solicitation; Smith-

sonian grounds. 
193q. Injury to property; Smithsonian grounds. 
193r. Additional protective regulations; publica-

tion; Smithsonian grounds. 
193s. Prosecution and punishment; Smithsonian 

grounds. 
193t. Police power; Smithsonian grounds. 
193u. Suspension of regulations; Smithsonian 

grounds. 
193v. ‘‘Buildings and grounds’’ defined. 
193w. Repealed. 
193x. Enforcement power of special police. 
194 to 205. Repealed. 
206. Capitol Police; appointment; Chief of the Cap-

itol Police. 
206–1. Capitol Police; compensation of Chief. 
206a to 206a–8. Omitted. 
206b. Emergency duty overtime pay for Capitol Po-

lice from funds disbursed by the Chief Ad-

ministrative Officer of the House of Rep-

resentatives. 
(a) Entitlement of officer or member. 
(b) Determination of rate of compensa-

tion. 
(c) Written election by officer for com-

pensation or compensatory time off 

for additional hours of duty. 
(d) Certification procedure for additional 

compensation. 
(e) Transfer of accrued compensatory 

time off or receipt of lump-sum pay-

ment upon termination of service. 
(f) Definitions. 

206c. Emergency duty overtime pay for Capitol Po-

lice from funds disbursed by Secretary of 

the Senate; compensatory time off in place 

of additional pay; election, accrual and 

transfer of time off; rules and regulations. 
207. Payment of Capitol Police. 
207a. Unified payroll administration for Capitol 

Police. 
207b. Establishment by Capitol Police Board of uni-

fied schedules of rates of basic pay and 

leave system; lump sum payments. 
(a) Rates of basic pay. 
(b) Leave system. 
(c) Lump sum payments. 
(d) Effect on appointment authority. 

208. Suspension of Capitol Police members. 
209. Pay of Capitol Police members under suspen-

sion. 
210. Uniform, belts and arms; Capitol Police. 
210a. Uniforms to display United States flag or col-

ors. 
211. Uniform; at whose expense; Capitol Police. 
212. Wearing uniform on duty; Capitol Police. 
212a. Policing of Capitol Buildings and Grounds; 

powers of Capitol Police; arrests by Capitol 

Police for crimes of violence; arrests by 

District of Columbia police. 
212a–1. Capitol Grounds and Library of Congress 

Grounds; detail of police. 

Sec. 

212a–2. Protection of Members of Congress, officers of 

Congress, and members of their families. 
(a) Authority of the Capitol Police. 
(b) Detail of police. 
(c) Arrest of suspects. 
(d) Fines and penalties. 
(e) Construction of provisions. 
(f) ‘‘United States’’ defined. 

212a–3. Law enforcement authority of Capitol Police. 
(a) Scope. 
(b) Area. 
(c) Authority of Metropolitan Police un-

affected. 
(d) ‘‘Crime of violence’’ defined. 

212a–4. Security systems for Capitol buildings and 

grounds. 
(a) Design and installation. 
(b) Transfer of responsibility to Capitol 

Police Board. 
(c) Transfer of positions to Capitol Po-

lice. 
212a–4a. Maintenance of security systems for Capitol 

buildings and grounds. 
212a–5. Capitol Police citation release. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Authority. 

212b. Regulation of traffic by Capitol Police Board. 
(a) Exclusive charge and control of all 

vehicular and other traffic. 
(b) Promulgation of regulations. 
(c) Printing of regulations and effective 

dates. 
(d) Cooperation with Mayor of District of 

Columbia. 
213, 213a. Repealed or Omitted. 
214. Protection of grounds. 
214a. Omitted. 
214b. Designation of Capitol grounds as play area 

for children of Members and employees of 

Senate or House of Representatives. 
(a) Authority of Capitol Police Board. 
(b) Required approval; fences; termi-

nation of authority. 
(c) Playground equipment; required ap-

proval. 
(d) Day care center. 

214c. Senate Employee Child Care Center. 
(a) Applicability of provisions. 
(b) Employee election of health care in-

surance coverage. 
(c) Deductions and withholding from em-

ployee pay. 
(d) Employee records; amount of deduc-

tions. 
(e) Government contributions. 
(f) Regulations. 

214d. Child care center employee benefits. 
(a) Election for coverage. 
(b) Payment of deposit; payroll deduc-

tion. 
(c) Survivor annuities and disability ben-

efits. 
(d) Participation in Thrift Savings Plan. 
(e) Life insurance coverage. 
(f) Government contributions. 
(g) Certification of creditable service. 
(h) Payment to center of amounts equal 

to Federal tax on employers. 
(i) Administrative provisions. 
(j) Regulations. 

214e. Reimbursement of Senate day care center 

employees. 
(a) Cost of training classes, conferences, 

and related expenses. 
(b) Documentation. 
(c) Regulations and limitations. 
(d) Effective date. 

215. Supervision of Botanical Garden. 
216. Superintendent, etc., of Botanical Garden and 

greenhouses. 
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Sec. 

216a. Restriction on use of appropriation for Botan-

ical Garden. 

216b. Utilization of personnel by Architect of Cap-

itol for maintenance and operation of Bo-

tanic Garden. 

216c. National Garden. 

(a) Establishment; gifts. 

(b) Gifts and bequests of money; appro-

priations. 

(c) Donations of personal services. 

(d) Tax deductions. 

216d. Disbursement of appropriations for Botanic 

Garden. 

217. Repealed. 

217a. Plant material exchanges. 

217b to 222. Repealed or Omitted. 

223. Capitol Grounds shuttle service; purchase, 

etc., of vehicles. 

224. Transportation of House Pages by Capitol 

Grounds shuttle service. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Operation of buildings and related activities by Ad-

ministrator of General Services, general powers and du-

ties, see section 490 of this title. 

Reorganization of Executive Agencies, see Executive 

Order No. 6166, §§ 1, 2, promulgated June 10, 1933, set out 

as a note under section 901 of Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. 

Right of action for death or personal injury within 

national park or other place under exclusive jurisdic-

tion of United States or governed by State laws, see 

section 457 of Title 16, Conservation. 

§ 161. Title of Superintendent of Capitol Building 
and Grounds changed to Architect of Capitol 

The title of ‘‘Superintendent of the Capitol 
Building and Grounds’’ is changed to ‘‘Architect 
of the Capitol.’’ 

(Feb. 14, 1902, ch. 17, 32 Stat. 20; Mar. 3, 1921, ch. 
124, 41 Stat. 1291.) 

CODIFICATION 

The title of Architect of the Capitol was changed to 

Superintendent of the Capitol Building and Grounds, by 

act Feb. 14, 1902, popularly known as the ‘‘Urgent Defi-

ciency Appropriation Act for 1902’’. 

Act Mar. 3, 1921, restored the original title, and is 

based on the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Ap-

propriation Act Mar. 3, 1921, fiscal year 1922. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Act May 2, 1828, ch. 45, § 1, 4 Stat. 266, abolished office 

of Architect of the Capitol. The duties of that office 

were transferred to Commissioner of Public Buildings 

and Grounds, appointed by President under act April 

29, 1816, ch. 150, § 2, 3 Stat. 324, to succeed a previously 

existing board of three commissioners of Public Build-

ings and Grounds. 

Act Mar. 3, 1829, ch. 151, § 2, 4 Stat. 363, authorized 

President to continue office of Architect of the Capitol 

long enough to complete work in progress. 

Act Sept. 30, 1850, ch. 90, § 1, 9 Stat. 538, made appro-

priation for ‘‘the extension of the Capitol’’ according to 

the plan as might be approved by the President, to be 

expended under his direction, ‘‘by such architect as he 

may appoint to execute the same.’’ Subsequent acts 

frequently referred to the Architect of the Capitol or to 

the Architect of the Capitol Extension. 

Act Mar. 2, 1867, ch. 167, § 2, 14 Stat. 466, abolished of-

fice of Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds 

referred to in section 162 of this title, and transferred 

the duties of that office to the Chief of Engineers of the 

Army. 

Act Aug. 15, 1876, ch. 287, § 1, 19 Stat. 147, transferred 

duties relative to the Capitol theretofore performed by 

Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds to Ar-

chitect of the Capitol. 

§ 161a. Repealed. June 20, 1929, ch. 33, § 6, 46 
Stat. 39 

Section, act May 24, 1924, ch. 183, 43 Stat. 149, related 

to compensation of employees of the office of the Ar-

chitect of the Capitol. Under section 3 of act June 20, 

1929, such employees came within the Classification 

Act of 1923, which was set out in section 661 et seq. of 

former Title 5, Executive Departments and Govern-

ment Officers and Employees. The Classification Act of 

1923 was repealed, and superseded by the Classification 

Act of 1949, which was repealed by Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), 

Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 644. The former provisions of the 

Classification Act of 1949 are now covered by chapter 51 

and subchapter III of chapter 53 of Title 5, Government 

Organization and Employees. 

§ 162. Architect of Capitol; powers and duties 

The Architect of the Capitol shall perform all 
the duties relative to the Capitol Building per-
formed prior to August 15, 1876, by the Commis-
sioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, and 
shall be appointed by the President: Provided, 
That no change in the architectural features of 
the Capitol Building or in the landscape features 
of the Capitol Grounds shall be made except on 
plans to be approved by Congress. 

(Aug. 15, 1876, ch. 287, 19 Stat. 147; Feb. 14, 1902, 
ch. 17, 32 Stat. 20; Mar. 3, 1921, ch. 124, 41 Stat. 
1291.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Change of name of Architect of the Capitol, functions 

abolished, transferred, etc., by prior acts, see Codifica-

tion and Prior Provisions notes set out under section 

161 of this title. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Appropriations under control of the Architect of the 

Capitol, see section 166a–1 of this title. 
Duties of Architect with respect to Library of Con-

gress Building, see sections 141 and 143 of Title 2, The 

Congress. 

§ 162–1. Appointment of Architect of Capitol 

(a)(1) The Architect of the Capitol shall be ap-
pointed by the President by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate for a term of 10 years. 

(2) There is established a commission to rec-
ommend individuals to the President for ap-
pointment to the office of Architect of the Cap-
itol. The commission shall be composed of— 

(A) the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, 

(B) the President pro tempore of the Senate, 
(C) the majority and minority leaders of the 

House of Representatives and the Senate, and 
(D) the chairmen and the ranking minority 

members of the Committee on House Over-
sight of the House of Representatives, the 
Committee on Rules and Administration of 
the Senate, the Committee on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate. 

The commission shall recommend at least three 
individuals for appointment to such office. 

(3) An individual appointed Architect of the 
Capitol under paragraph (1) shall be eligible for 
reappointment to such office. 

(b) Subsection (a) of this section shall be effec-
tive in the case of appointments made to fill va-
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