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ministrator determines may be performed more 
advantageously as central services: Provided, 
That any inventories, equipment, and other as-
sets pertaining to the services to be provided by 
such fund, either on hand or on order, less the 
related liabilities or unpaid obligations, and any 
appropriations made hereafter for the purpose of 
providing capital, shall be used to capitalize 
such fund: Provided further, That such fund shall 
be paid in advance from funds available to the 
Agency and other Federal agencies for which 
such centralized services are performed, at rates 
which will return in full all expenses of oper-
ation, including accrued leave, depreciation of 
fund plant and equipment, amortization of auto-
mated data processing (ADP) software and sys-
tems (either acquired or donated), and an 
amount necessary to maintain a reasonable op-
erating reserve, as determined by the Adminis-
trator: Provided further, That such fund shall 
provide services on a competitive basis: Provided 

further, That an amount not to exceed four per-
cent of the total annual income to such fund 
may be retained in the fund for fiscal year 1997 
and each fiscal year thereafter, to remain avail-
able until expended, to be used for the acquisi-
tion of capital equipment and for the improve-
ment and implementation of Agency financial 
management, ADP, and other support systems: 
Provided further, That no later than thirty days 
after the end of each fiscal year amounts in ex-
cess of this reserve limitation shall be trans-
ferred to the Treasury. 

(Pub. L. 104–204, title III, Sept. 26, 1996, 110 Stat. 
2912; Pub. L. 105–65, title III, Oct. 27, 1997, 111 
Stat. 1374.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly set out as a note under section 
501 of Title 31, Money and Finance. 

Section was enacted as part of the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development, 
and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 1997, and 
not as part of the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1997—Pub. L. 105–65 substituted ‘‘a ‘Working capital 
fund’ to be available without fiscal year limitation for 
expenses and equipment’’ for ‘‘a franchise fund pilot to 
be known as the ‘Working capital fund’, as authorized 
by section 403 of Public Law 103–356, to be available as 
provided in such section for expenses and equipment’’ 
and struck out proviso at end which read ‘‘: Provided 

further, That such franchise fund pilot shall terminate 
pursuant to section 403(f) of Public Law 103–356’’. 
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§ 4371. Congressional findings, declarations, and 
purposes 

(a) The Congress finds— 
(1) that man has caused changes in the envi-

ronment; 
(2) that many of these changes may affect 

the relationship between man and his environ-
ment; and 

(3) that population increases and urban con-
centration contribute directly to pollution 
and the degradation of our environment. 

(b)(1) The Congress declares that there is a na-
tional policy for the environment which pro-
vides for the enhancement of environmental 
quality. This policy is evidenced by statutes 
heretofore enacted relating to the prevention, 
abatement, and control of environmental pollu-
tion, water and land resources, transportation, 
and economic and regional development. 

(2) The primary responsibility for implement-
ing this policy rests with State and local gov-
ernment. 

(3) The Federal Government encourages and 
supports implementation of this policy through 
appropriate regional organizations established 
under existing law. 

(c) The purposes of this chapter are— 
(1) to assure that each Federal department 

and agency conducting or supporting public 
works activities which affect the environment 
shall implement the policies established under 
existing law; and 

(2) to authorize an Office of Environmental 
Quality, which, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, shall provide the professional 
and administrative staff for the Council on 
Environmental Quality established by Public 
Law 91–190. 

(Pub. L. 91–224, title II, § 202, Apr. 3, 1970, 84 Stat. 
114.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Public Law 91–190, referred to in subsec. (c)(2), is Pub. 
L. 91–190, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat. 852, as amended, known 
as the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, 
which is classified generally to chapter 55 (§ 4321 et seq.) 
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
4321 of this title and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 201 of Pub. L. 91–224 provided that: ‘‘This title 
[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Environ-
mental Quality Improvement Act of 1970’.’’ 

§ 4372. Office of Environmental Quality 

(a) Establishment; Director; Deputy Director 

There is established in the Executive Office of 
the President an office to be known as the Office 
of Environmental Quality (hereafter in this 
chapter referred to as the ‘‘Office’’). The Chair-
man of the Council on Environmental Quality 
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