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(c)(1) Of the amounts becoming available for 

breast cancer research pursuant to this section, 

the Postal Service shall pay— 
(A) 70 percent to the National Institutes of 

Health; and 
(B) the remainder to the Department of De-

fense. 

Payments under this paragraph to an agency 

shall be made under such arrangements as the 

Postal Service shall by mutual agreement with 

such agency establish in order to carry out the 

purposes of this section, except that, under 

those arrangements, payments to such agency 

shall be made at least twice a year. 
(2) For purposes of this section, the term 

‘‘amounts becoming available for breast cancer 

research pursuant to this section’’ means— 
(A) the total amounts received by the Postal 

Service that it would not have received but for 

the enactment of this section, reduced by 
(B) an amount sufficient to cover reasonable 

costs incurred by the Postal Service in carry-

ing out this section, including those attrib-

utable to the printing, sale, and distribution of 

stamps under this section, 

as determined by the Postal Service under regu-

lations that it shall prescribe. 
(d) It is the sense of the Congress that nothing 

in this section should— 
(1) directly or indirectly cause a net de-

crease in total funds received by the National 

Institutes of Health, the Department of De-

fense, or any other agency of the Government 

(or any component or program thereof) below 

the level that would otherwise have been re-

ceived but for the enactment of this section; 

or 
(2) affect regular first-class rates of postage 

or any other regular rates of postage. 

(e) Special postage stamps under this section 

shall be made available to the public beginning 

on such date as the Postal Service shall by regu-

lation prescribe, but in no event later than 12 

months after the date of the enactment of this 

section. 
(f) The Postmaster General shall include in 

each report rendered under section 2402 with re-

spect to any period during any portion of which 

this section is in effect information concerning 

the operation of this section, except that, at a 

minimum, each shall include— 
(1) the total amount described in subsection 

(c)(2)(A) which was received by the Postal 

Service during the period covered by such re-

port; and 
(2) of the amount under paragraph (1), how 

much (in the aggregate and by category) was 

required for the purposes described in sub-

section (c)(2)(B). 

(g) This section shall cease to be effective at 

the end of the 2-year period beginning on the 

date on which special postage stamps under this 

section are first made available to the public. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–41, § 2(a), Aug. 13, 1997, 111 

Stat. 1119.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of this section, referred to 

in subsec. (e), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 105–41, 

which was approved Aug. 13, 1997. 

REPORT BY COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF UNITED STATES 

Section 2(b) of Pub. L. 105–41 provided that: ‘‘No later 

than 3 months (but no earlier than 6 months) before the 

end of the 2-year period referred to in section 414(g) of 

title 39, United States Code (as amended by subsection 

(a)), the Comptroller General of the United States shall 

submit to the Congress a report on the operation of 

such section. Such report shall include— 

‘‘(1) an evaluation of the effectiveness and the ap-

propriateness of the authority provided by such sec-

tion as a means of fund-raising; and 

‘‘(2) a description of the monetary and other re-

sources required of the Postal Service in carrying out 

such section.’’ 

§ 415. Prohibition on restriction or elimination of 
services 

The Postal Service may not restrict, elimi-

nate, or adversely affect any service provided by 

the Postal Service as a result of the payment of 

any penalty imposed under the Occupational 

Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 U.S.C. 651 et 

seq.). 

(Added Pub. L. 105–241, § 4(a), Sept. 28, 1998, 112 

Stat. 1573.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, re-

ferred to in text, is Pub. L. 91–596, Dec. 29, 1970, 84 Stat. 

1590, as amended, which is classified principally to 

chapter 15 (§ 651 et seq.) of Title 29, Labor. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 

note set out under section 651 of Title 29 and Tables. 

CHAPTER 6—PRIVATE CARRIAGE OF 
LETTERS 

Sec. 

601. Letters carried out of the mail. 

602. Foreign letters out of the mails. 

603. Searches authorized. 

604. Seizing and detaining letters. 

605. Searching vessels for letters. 

606. Disposition of seized mail. 

§ 601. Letters carried out of the mail 

(a) A letter may be carried out of the mails 

when— 

(1) it is enclosed in an envelope; 

(2) the amount of postage which would have 

been charged on the letter if it had been sent 

by mail is paid by stamps, or postage meter 

stamps, on the envelope; 

(3) the envelope is properly addressed; 

(4) the envelope is so sealed that the letter 

cannot be taken from it without defacing the 

envelope; 

(5) any stamps on the envelope are canceled 

in ink by the sender; and 

(6) the date of the letter, of its transmission 

or receipt by the carrier is endorsed on the en-

velope in ink. 

(b) The Postal Service may suspend the oper-

ation of any part of this section upon any mail 

route where the public interest requires the sus-

pension. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 727.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to Resolution 

No. 71–9 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as a note preceding section 101 

of this title. 
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STUDY OF PRIVATE CARRIAGE OF MAIL: REPORTS TO 

PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS 

Section 7 of Pub. L. 91–375 required the Board of Gov-

ernors of the United States Postal Service to make a 

study of the restrictions on the private carriage of let-

ters and packets and to submit a report and recom-

mendations for modernization to the President and to 

the Congress within 2 years after the effective date of 

this section. 

Provisions of section 7 of Pub. L. 91–375 effective 

within 1 year after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established 

therefor by the Board of Governors and published by it 

in the Federal Register, see section 15(a) of Pub. L. 

91–375, set out as an Effective Date note preceding sec-

tion 101 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 602 of this title; 

title 18 section 1696. 

§ 602. Foreign letters out of the mails 

(a) Except as provided in section 601 of this 

title, the master of a vessel departing from the 

United States for foreign ports may not receive 

on board or transport any letter which origi-

nated in the United States that— 

(1) has not been regularly received from a 

United States post office; or 

(2) does not relate to the cargo of the vessel. 

(b) The officer of the port empowered to grant 

clearances shall require from the master of such 

a vessel, as a condition of clearance, an oath 

that he does not have under his care or control, 

and will not receive or transport, any letter con-

trary to the provisions of this section. 

(c) Except as provided in section 1699 of title 

18, the master of a vessel arriving at a port of 

the United States carrying letters not regularly 

in the mails shall deposit them in the post office 

at the port of arrival. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 727.) 

§ 603. Searches authorized 

The Postal Service may authorize any officer 

or employee of the Postal Service to make 

searches for mail matter transported in viola-

tion of law. When the authorized officer has rea-

son to believe that mailable matter transported 

contrary to law may be found therein, he may 

open and search any— 

(1) vehicle passing, or having lately passed, 

from a place at which there is a post office of 

the United States; 

(2) article being, or having lately been, in 

the vehicle; or 

(3) store or office, other than a dwelling 

house, used or occupied by a common carrier 

or transportation company, in which an arti-

cle may be contained. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 727.) 

§ 604. Seizing and detaining letters 

An officer or employee of the Postal Service 

performing duties related to the inspection of 

postal matters, a customs officer, or United 

States marshal or his deputy, may seize at any 

time, letters and bags, packets, or parcels con-

taining letters which are being carried contrary 

to law on board any vessel or on any post road. 

The officer or employee who makes the seizure 

shall convey the articles seized to the nearest 

post office, or, by direction of the Postal Service 

or the Secretary of the Treasury, he may detain 

them until 2 months after the final determina-

tion of all suits and proceedings which may be 

brought within 6 months after the seizure 

against any person for sending or carrying the 

letters. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 728.) 

§ 605. Searching vessels for letters 

An officer or employee of the Postal Service 

performing duties related to the inspection of 

postal matters, when instructed by the Postal 

Service to make examinations and seizures, and 

any customs officer without special instructions 

shall search vessels for letters which may be on 

board, or which may have been conveyed con-

trary to law. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 728.) 

§ 606. Disposition of seized mail 

Every package or parcel seized by an officer or 

employee of the Postal Service performing du-

ties related to the inspection of postal matters, 

a customs officer, or United States marshal or 

his deputies, in which a letter is unlawfully con-

cealed, shall be forfeited to the United States. 

The same proceedings may be used to enforce 

forfeitures as are authorized in respect of goods, 

wares, and merchandise forfeited for violation of 

the revenue laws. Laws for the benefit and pro-

tection of customs officers making seizures for 

violating revenue laws apply to officers and em-

ployees making seizures for violating the postal 

laws. 

(Pub. L. 91–375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 728.) 

PART II—PERSONNEL 

Chap. Sec. 

10. Employment Within the Postal 
Service ................................................ 1001 

12. Employee-Management Agree-
ments .................................................. 1201 

CHAPTER 10—EMPLOYMENT WITHIN THE 
POSTAL SERVICE 

Sec. 

1001. Appointment and status. 

1002. Political recommendations. 

1003. Employment policy. 

1004. Supervisory and other managerial organiza-

tions. 

1005. Applicability of laws relating to Federal em-

ployees. 

1006. Right of transfer. 

1007. Seniority for employees in rural service. 

1008. Temporary employees or carriers. 

1009. Personnel not to receive fees. 

1010. Administration of oaths related to postal in-

spection matters. 

1011. Oath of office. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 3604 of this title. 

§ 1001. Appointment and status 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this title, 

the Postal Service shall appoint all officers and 

employees of the Postal Service. 


