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§ 65. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, R.S. § 1813; act June 20, 1874, ch. 337, § 2, 18 

Stat. 116, which related to limitation on contracts of 

the District of Columbia commissioners, was omitted 

as not having general applicability. See section 7–625 of 

the District of Columbia Code. 

§ 66. Improper appropriation of streets 

The Secretary of the Interior is directed to 
prevent the improper appropriation or occupa-
tion of any of the public streets, avenues, 
squares, or reservations in the city of Washing-
ton, belonging to the United States, and to re-
claim the same if unlawfully appropriated; and 
particularly to prevent the erection of any per-
manent building upon any property reserved to 
or for the use of the United States, unless plain-
ly authorized by act of Congress, and to report 
to Congress at the commencement of each ses-
sion his proceedings in the premises, together 
with a full statement of all such property, and 
how, and by what authority, the same is occu-
pied or claimed. Nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to interfere with the temporary 
and proper occupation of any portion of such 
property, by lawful authority, for the legitimate 
purposes of the United States. 

(R.S. § 1818.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 1818 derived from Res. June 30, 1864, No. 56, 13 

Stat. 412. 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 7–1409. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Ejection of trespassers from public grounds, see sec-

tion 19 of this title. 

§ 67. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, acts Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 540, 26 Stat. 868; July 1, 

1898, ch. 543, § 3, 30 Stat. 570; June 21, 1906, ch. 3506, 34 

Stat. 385; Feb. 26, 1925, ch. 339, § 3, 43 Stat. 983, which re-

lated to permits for extensions of buildings beyond the 

building line, was omitted as not having general appli-

cability. See section 5–204 of the District of Columbia 

Code. 

§ 68. Buildings on reservations, parks, or public 
grounds 

On and after August 24, 1912 there shall not be 
erected on any reservation, park, or public 
grounds, of the United States within the Dis-
trict of Columbia, any building or structure 
without express authority of Congress. 

(Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 355, 37 Stat. 444.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is also set out in D.C. Code, § 8–128. 

§§ 69, 70. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section 69, act Aug. 5, 1882, ch. 389, 22 Stat. 243, which 

related to police powers of park watchmen in District 

of Columbia, was omitted as not having general appli-

cability. See section 4–201 of the District of Columbia 

Code. 

Section 70, act Apr. 28, 1902, ch. 594, 32 Stat. 152, 

which related to free medical attendance for park 

watchmen in the District of Columbia, was omitted as 

not having general applicability. See section 4–204 of 

the District of Columbia Code. 

§ 71. Physical development of National Capital 

(a) General purposes; findings 

It is the purpose of sections 71 to 71i, 72, 73, 
and 74 of this title to secure comprehensive 
planning for the physical development of the 
National Capital and its environs; to provide for 
the participation of the appropriate planning 
agencies of the environs in such planning; and to 
establish the agency and procedures requisite to 
the administration of the functions of the Fed-
eral and District of Columbia governments re-
lated to such planning. The Congress finds that 
the location of the seat of government in the 
District of Columbia has brought about the de-
velopment of a metropolitan region extending 
well into adjoining territory in Maryland and 
Virginia; that effective comprehensive planning 
is necessary on a regional basis and of continu-
ing importance to the Federal establishment; 
that the distribution of Federal installations 
throughout the region has been and will con-
tinue to be a major influence in determining the 
extent and character of development; that there 
is needed a central planning agency for the Na-
tional Capital region to coordinate certain de-
velopmental activities of the many different 
agencies of the Federal and District Govern-
ments so that such activities may conform with 
general objectives; that there is an increasing 
mutuality of interest and responsibility between 
the various levels of government that calls for 
coordinate and unified policies in planning both 
Federal and local development in the interest of 
order and economy; that there are develop-
mental problems of an interstate character, the 
planning of which requires collaboration be-
tween Federal, State, and local governments in 
the interest of equity and constructive action; 
and that the instrumentalities and procedures 
herein provided will aid in providing the Con-
gress from time to time with information and 
advice requisite to legislation. The general ob-
jective of said sections is to enable appropriate 
agencies to plan for the development of the Fed-
eral establishment at the seat of government in 
a manner consistent with the nature and func-
tion of the National Capital and with due regard 
for the rights and prerogatives of the adjoining 
States and local governments to exercise con-
trol appropriate to their functions, and in a 
manner which will, in accordance with present 
and future needs, best promote public health, 
safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity, 
and the general welfare, as well as efficiency and 
economy in the process of development. 

(b) Definitions 

As used in sections 71 to 71i, 72, 73, and 74 of 
this title, (1) ‘‘region’’ or ‘‘National Capital re-
gion’’ means the District of Columbia; Mont-
gomery and Prince Georges Counties in Mary-
land; Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince 
William Counties in Virginia; and all cities now 
or hereafter existing in Maryland or Virginia 
within the geographic area bounded by the outer 
boundaries of the combined area of said coun-
ties; (2) ‘‘environs’’ means the territory sur-


