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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by a period. 

penses incurred in the performance of the duties 
of the boards, at the discretion of the Commis-
sion. 

(Pub. L. 100–696, title VIII, § 805, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 
Stat. 4610.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 188a, 188a–2, 

188a–5 of this title. 

§ 188a–5. ‘‘Member of the House of Representa-
tives’’ defined 

As used in sections 188a to 188a–5 of this title, 
the term ‘‘Member of the House of Representa-
tives’’ means a Representative in, or a Delegate 
or Resident Commissioner to, the Congress. 

(Pub. L. 100–696, title VIII, § 806, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 
Stat. 4610.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 188a, 188a–2 of 

this title. 

§ 188b. Senate Commission on Art 

(a) Establishment 

There is hereby established a Senate Commis-
sion on Art (hereinafter referred to as ‘‘the Com-
mission’’) consisting of the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate, the chairman and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on Rules 
and Administration of the Senate, and the ma-
jority and minority leaders of the Senate. 

(b) Chairman and Vice Chairman; quorum; Exec-
utive Secretary 

The Commission shall elect a Chairman and a 
Vice Chairman at the beginning of each Con-
gress. Three members of the Commission shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness, except that the Commission may fix a less-
er number which shall constitute a quorum for 
the taking of testimony. The Secretary of the 
Senate shall be the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission 1 

(c) Selection of Curator of Art and Antiquities of 
the Senate; availability of professional and 
clerical assistance 

The Commission shall select a Curator of Art 
and Antiquities of the Senate who shall be ap-
pointed by and be an employee of the Secretary 
of the Senate. The Curator shall serve at the 
pleasure of the Commission, shall perform such 
duties as it may prescribe, and shall receive 
compensation at a gross rate, not to exceed 
$22,089 per annum to be fixed by the Commis-
sion. At the request of the Commission the Sec-
retary of the Senate shall detail to the Commis-
sion such additional professional, clerical, and 
other assistants as, from time to time, it deems 
necessary. 

(d) Hearings and meetings 

The Commission shall be empowered to hold 
hearings, summon witnesses, administer oaths, 
employ reporters, request the production of pa-
pers and records, take such testimony, and 
adopt such rules for the conduct of its hearings 
and meetings, as it deems necessary. 

(Pub. L. 100–696, title IX, § 901(a), (b)(1), (3), Nov. 
18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4610, 4611.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 1 of Senate Resolution No. 

382, Ninetieth Congress, Oct. 1, 1968, which was enacted 

into permanent law and amended by Pub. L. 100–696. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–696, § 901(b)(3), sub-

stituted ‘‘Senate Commission on Art’’ for ‘‘Commission 

on Art and Antiquities of the United States Senate’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–696, § 901(b)(1), inserted ‘‘The 

Secretary of the Senate shall be the Executive Sec-

retary of the Commission’’. 

SENATE RULEMAKING POWER 

Section 901(d) of Pub. L. 100–696 provided that: ‘‘The 

provisions of this section [enacting sections 188b to 

188b–5 of this title and amending sections 188b, 188b–1, 

and 188b–5 of this title] are enacted by the Congress— 

‘‘(1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power of the 

Senate, and as such they shall be considered as part 

of the rules of the Senate, and such rules shall super-

sede other rules only to the extent that they are in-

consistent therewith; and 

‘‘(2) with full recognition of the constitutional 

right of the Senate to change such rules at any time, 

in the same manner, and to the same extent as in the 

case of any other rule of the Senate.’’ 

INCREASES IN COMPENSATION 

Increases in compensation for officers and employees 

of the Senate under authority of the Federal Pay Com-

parability Act of 1970 (Pub. L. 91–656), see Salary Direc-

tives of the President pro tempore of the Senate, set 

out as notes under section 60a–1 of Title 2, The Con-

gress. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Authority of Secretary of Senate to fix compensation 

of certain positions, see section 61a–11 of Title 2, The 

Congress. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 188b–5 of this 

title. 

§ 188b–1. Duties of Commission 

(a) In general 

The Commission is hereby authorized and di-
rected to supervise, hold, place, protect, and 
make known all works of art, historical objects, 
and exhibits within the Senate wing of the 
United States Capitol, any Senate Office Build-
ings, and in all rooms, spaces, and corridors 
thereof, which are the property of the United 
States, and in its judgment to accept any works 
of art, historical objects, or exhibits which may 
hereafter be offered, given, or devised to the 
Senate, its committees, and its officers for 
placement and exhibition in the Senate wing of 
the Capitol, the Senate Office Buildings, or in 
rooms, spaces, or corridors thereof. 

(b) Issuance and publication of regulations 

The Commission shall prescribe such regula-
tions as it deems necessary for the care, protec-
tion, and placement of such works of art, exhib-
its, and historical objects in the Senate wing of 
the Capitol and the Senate Office Buildings, and 
for their acceptance on behalf of the Senate, its 
committees, and officers. Such regulations shall 
be published in the Congressional Record at 
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such time or times as the Commission may 
deem necessary for the information of the Mem-
bers of the Senate and the public. 

(c) Consistency of regulations 

Regulations authorized by the provisions of 
section 193 of this title to be issued by the Ser-
geant at Arms of the Senate for the protection 
of the Capitol, and any regulations issued, or ac-
tivities undertaken, by the Committee on Rules 
and Administration of the Senate, or the Archi-
tect of the Capitol, in carrying out duties relat-
ing to the care, preservation, and protection of 
the Senate wing of the Capitol and the Senate 
Office Buildings, shall be consistent with such 
rules and regulations as the Commission may 
issue pursuant to subsection (b) of this section. 

(d) Responsibilities of Committee on Rules and 
Administration of Senate 

The Committee on Rules and Administration 
of the Senate in consultation with the Architect 
of the Capitol and consistent with regulations 
prescribed by the Commission under subsection 
(b) of this section, shall have responsibility for 
the supervision, protection, and placement of all 
works of art, historical objects, and exhibits 
which shall have been accepted on behalf of the 
Senate by the Commission or acknowledged as 
United States property by inventory of the Com-
mission, and which may be lodged in the Senate 
wing of the Capitol or the Senate Office Build-
ings by the Commission. 

(Pub. L. 100–696, title IX, § 901(a), (b)(2), Nov. 18, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4610, 4611.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 2 of Senate Resolution No. 

382, Ninetieth Congress, Oct. 1, 1968, which was enacted 

into permanent law and amended by Pub. L. 100–696. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–696, § 901(b)(2), sub-

stituted ‘‘protect, and make known’’ for ‘‘and protect’’ 

and ‘‘Senate wing of the United States Capitol, any 

Senate Office Buildings’’ for ‘‘Senate wing of the Cap-

itol’’. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 188b–5 of this 

title. 

§ 188b–2. Supervision and maintenance of Old 
Senate Chamber 

The Commission shall have responsibility for 
the supervision and maintenance of the Old Sen-
ate Chamber on the principal floor of the Senate 
wing of the Capitol insofar as it is to be pre-
served as a patriotic shrine in the Capitol for 
the benefit of the people of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 100–696, title IX, § 901(a), Nov. 18, 1988, 
102 Stat. 4610.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 3 of Senate Resolution No. 

382, Ninetieth Congress, Oct. 1, 1968, which was enacted 

into permanent law by Pub. L. 100–696. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 188b–5 of this 

title. 

§ 188b–3. Publication of list of works of art, his-
torical objects, and exhibits 

The Commission shall, from time to time, but 
at least once every ten years, publish as a Sen-
ate document a list of all works of art, histori-
cal objects, and exhibits currently within the 
Senate wing of the Capitol and the Senate Office 
Buildings, together with their description, loca-
tion, and with such notes as may be pertinent to 
their history. 

(Pub. L. 100–696, title IX, § 901(a), Nov. 18, 1988, 
102 Stat. 4610.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 4 of Senate Resolution No. 

382, Ninetieth Congress, Oct. 1, 1968, which was enacted 

into permanent law by Pub. L. 100–696. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 188b–5 of this 

title. 

§ 188b–4. Authorization of appropriations 

There is hereby authorized to be appropriated 
out of the contingent fund of the Senate for the 
expenses of the Commission the sum of $15,000 
each fiscal year, to be disbursed by the Sec-
retary of the Senate on vouchers signed by the 
Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Commission: 
Provided, That no payment shall be made from 
such appropriation as salary. 

(Pub. L. 100–696, title IX, § 901(a), Nov. 18, 1988, 
102 Stat. 4610.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 5 of Senate Resolution No. 

382, Ninetieth Congress, Oct. 1, 1968, which was enacted 

into permanent law by Pub. L. 100–696. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 188b–5 of this 

title. 

§ 188b–5. Additional authority for Senate Com-
mission on Art to acquire works of art, his-
torical objects, documents, or exhibits 

(a) The Senate Commission on Art, in addition 
to any authority conferred upon it by sections 
188b to 188b–4 of this title, is authorized to ac-
quire any work of art, historical object, docu-
ment or material relating to historical matters, 
or exhibit for placement or exhibition in the 
Senate wing of the Capitol, the Senate Office 
Buildings, or in rooms, spaces, or corridors 
thereof. 

(b) This section shall be effective as of March 
1, 1971. 

(Pub. L. 100–696, title IX, § 901(a), (c), Nov. 18, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4610, 4611.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on Senate Resolution No. 95, Ninety- 

second Congress, Apr. 1, 1971, which was enacted into 

permanent law and amended by Pub. L. 100–696. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100–696, § 901(c), substituted 

‘‘Senate Commission on Art’’ for ‘‘Commission on Art 

and Antiquities of the United States Senate’’. 
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