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each Party State that has previously ratified it. 
When ratified, this Compact shall have the full 
force and effect of law within the ratifying juris-
dictions. The form of ratification shall be in ac-
cordance with the laws of the executing State. 

ARTICLE VIII—MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS 

(a) Relation of Compact to certain FBI activities 

Administration of this Compact shall not 
interfere with the management and control of 
the Director of the FBI over the FBI’s collection 
and dissemination of criminal history records 
and the advisory function of the FBI’s advisory 
policy board chartered under the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) for all pur-
poses other than noncriminal justice. 

(b) No authority for nonappropriated expendi-
tures 

Nothing in this Compact shall require the FBI 
to obligate or expend funds beyond those appro-
priated to the FBI. 

(c) Relating to Public Law 92–544 

Nothing in this Compact shall diminish or 
lessen the obligations, responsibilities, and au-
thorities of any State, whether a Party State or 
a Nonparty State, or of any criminal history 
record repository or other subdivision or compo-
nent thereof, under the Departments of State, 
Justice, and Commerce, the Judiciary, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriation Act, 1973 (Public 
Law 92–544), or regulations and guidelines pro-
mulgated thereunder, including the rules and 
procedures promulgated by the Council under 
Article VI(a), regarding the use and dissemina-
tion of criminal history records and informa-
tion. 

ARTICLE IX—RENUNCIATION 

(a) In general 

This Compact shall bind each Party State 
until renounced by the Party State. 

(b) Effect 

Any renunciation of this Compact by a Party 
State shall— 

(1) be effected in the same manner by which 
the Party State ratified this Compact; and 

(2) become effective 180 days after written 
notice of renunciation is provided by the 
Party State to each other Party State and to 
the Federal Government. 

ARTICLE X—SEVERABILITY 

The provisions of this Compact shall be sever-
able, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or pro-
vision of this Compact is declared to be contrary 
to the constitution of any participating State, 
or to the Constitution of the United States, or 
the applicability thereof to any government, 
agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, 
the validity of the remainder of this Compact 
and the applicability thereof to any govern-
ment, agency, person, or circumstance shall not 
be affected thereby. If a portion of this Compact 
is held contrary to the constitution of any Party 
State, all other portions of this Compact shall 
remain in full force and effect as to the remain-

ing Party States and in full force and effect as 
to the Party State affected, as to all other pro-
visions. 

ARTICLE XI—ADJUDICATION OF DISPUTES 

(a) In general 

The Council shall— 
(1) have initial authority to make deter-

minations with respect to any dispute regard-
ing— 

(A) interpretation of this Compact; 
(B) any rule or standard established by the 

Council pursuant to Article V; and 
(C) any dispute or controversy between 

any parties to this Compact; and 

(2) hold a hearing concerning any dispute de-
scribed in paragraph (1) at a regularly sched-
uled meeting of the Council and only render a 
decision based upon a majority vote of the 
members of the Council. Such decision shall be 
published pursuant to the requirements of Ar-
ticle VI(e). 

(b) Duties of FBI 

The FBI shall exercise immediate and nec-
essary action to preserve the integrity of the III 
System, maintain system policy and standards, 
protect the accuracy and privacy of records, and 
to prevent abuses, until the Council holds a 
hearing on such matters. 

(c) Right of appeal 

The FBI or a Party State may appeal any deci-
sion of the Council to the Attorney General, and 
thereafter may file suit in the appropriate dis-
trict court of the United States, which shall 
have original jurisdiction of all cases or con-
troversies arising under this Compact. Any suit 
arising under this Compact and initiated in a 
State court shall be removed to the appropriate 
district court of the United States in the man-
ner provided by section 1446 of title 28, United 
States Code, or other statutory authority. 

(Pub. L. 105–251, title II, § 217, Oct. 9, 1998, 112 
Stat. 1876.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Privacy Act of 1974, referred to in Article IV(a), 
(b), is Pub. L. 93–579, Dec. 31, 1974, 88 Stat. 1896, as 
amended, which enacted section 552a of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees, and provisions set 
out as notes under section 552a of Title 5. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 552a of Title 5 and Tables. 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
Article VIII(a), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 
770, as amended, which is set out in the Appendix to 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

The Departments of State, Justice, and Commerce, 
the Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriation Act, 
1973, referred to in Article VIII(c), is Pub. L. 92–544, Oct. 
25, 1972, 86 Stat. 1109, as amended. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 14612, 14613 of 
this title. 

CHAPTER 141—COMMERCIAL SPACE OPPOR-
TUNITIES AND TRANSPORTATION SERV-
ICES 

Sec. 

14701. Definitions. 
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§ 14701. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-

ministrator of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration; 

(2) the term ‘‘commercial provider’’ means 
any person providing space transportation 
services or other space-related activities, pri-
mary control of which is held by persons other 
than Federal, State, local, and foreign govern-
ments; 

(3) the term ‘‘payload’’ means anything that 
a person undertakes to transport to, from, or 
within outer space, or in suborbital trajectory, 
by means of a space transportation vehicle, 
but does not include the space transportation 
vehicle itself except for its components which 
are specifically designed or adapted for that 
payload; 

(4) the term ‘‘space-related activities’’ in-
cludes research and development, manufactur-

ing, processing, service, and other associated 
and support activities; 

(5) the term ‘‘space transportation services’’ 
means the preparation of a space transpor-
tation vehicle and its payloads for transpor-
tation to, from, or within outer space, or in 
suborbital trajectory, and the conduct of 
transporting a payload to, from, or within 
outer space, or in suborbital trajectory; 

(6) the term ‘‘space transportation vehicle’’ 
means any vehicle constructed for the purpose 
of operating in, or transporting a payload to, 
from, or within, outer space, or in suborbital 
trajectory, and includes any component of 
such vehicle not specifically designed or 
adapted for a payload; 

(7) the term ‘‘State’’ means each of the sev-
eral States of the Union, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, and any other commonwealth, terri-
tory, or possession of the United States; and 

(8) the term ‘‘United States commercial pro-
vider’’ means a commercial provider, orga-
nized under the laws of the United States or of 
a State, which is— 

(A) more than 50 percent owned by United 
States nationals; or 

(B) a subsidiary of a foreign company and 
the Secretary of Transportation finds that— 

(i) such subsidiary has in the past evi-
denced a substantial commitment to the 
United States market through— 

(I) investments in the United States in 
long-term research, development, and 
manufacturing (including the manufac-
ture of major components and subassem-
blies); and 

(II) significant contributions to em-
ployment in the United States; and 

(ii) the country or countries in which 
such foreign company is incorporated or 
organized, and, if appropriate, in which it 
principally conducts its business, affords 
reciprocal treatment to companies de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) comparable to 
that afforded to such foreign company’s 
subsidiary in the United States, as evi-
denced by— 

(I) providing comparable opportunities 
for companies described in subparagraph 
(A) to participate in Government spon-
sored research and development similar 
to that authorized under this chapter; 

(II) providing no barriers, to companies 
described in subparagraph (A) with re-
spect to local investment opportunities, 
that are not provided to foreign compa-
nies in the United States; and 

(III) providing adequate and effective 
protection for the intellectual property 
rights of companies described in sub-
paragraph (A). 

(Pub. L. 105–303, § 2, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2843.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 105–303, Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2843, known as the Commercial Space Act of 1998. 
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