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1 See References in Text note below. 

ALASKA RAILROAD 

Pub. L. 105–178, title VII, § 7204, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 
477, provided that: 

‘‘(a) GRANTS.—The Secretary may make grants to the 
Alaska Railroad for capital rehabilitation of and im-
provements to its passenger services. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this section 
$5,250,000 for each of fiscal years 1998 through 2003.’’ 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 26 section 149. 

§ 1208. Future rights-of-way 

(a) Access across Federal lands; application ap-
proval 

After January 14, 1983, the State or State- 
owned railroad may request the Secretary of the 
Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture, as ap-
propriate under law, to expeditiously approve an 
application for a right-of-way in order that the 
Alaska Railroad or State-owned railroad may 
have access across Federal lands for transpor-
tation and related purposes. The State or State- 
owned railroad may also apply for a lease, per-
mit, or conveyance of any necessary or conven-
ient terminal and station grounds and material 
sites in the vicinity of the right-of-way for 
which an application has been submitted. 

(b) Consultative requirements prior to approval 
of application; conformance of rights-of-way, 
etc. 

Before approving a right-of-way application 
described in subsection (a) of this section, the 
Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Ag-
riculture, as appropriate, shall consult with the 
Secretary. Approval of an application for a 
right-of-way, permit, lease, or conveyance de-
scribed in subsection (a) of this section shall be 
pursuant to applicable law. Rights-of-way, 
grounds, and sites granted pursuant to this sec-
tion and other applicable law shall conform, to 
the extent possible, to the standards provided in 
the Act of March 12, 1914 (43 U.S.C. 975 et seq.) 
and section 1202(6) of this title. Such conform-
ance shall not be affected by the repeal of such 
Act under section 615 of this title.1 

(c) Reversion to United States 

Reversion to the United States of any portion 
of any right-of-way or exclusive-use easement 
granted to the State or State-owned railroad 
shall occur only as provided in section 1209 of 
this title. For purposes of such section, the date 
of the approval of any such right-of-way shall be 
deemed the ‘‘date of transfer’’. 

(Pub. L. 97–468, title VI, § 609, Jan. 14, 1983, 96 
Stat. 2574.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of March 12, 1914 (43 U.S.C. 975 et seq.), referred 
to in subsec. (b), is act Mar. 12, 1914, ch. 37, 38 Stat. 305, 
as amended, popularly known as the Alaska Railroad 
Act, which enacted section 353a of Title 16, Conserva-
tion, and sections 975 to 975g of Title 43, Public Lands, 
and which was repealed by section 615(a)(1) of Pub. L. 
97–468 effective on the date of transfer of Alaska Rail-
road to the State [Jan. 5, 1985], pursuant to section 1203 
of this title. 

Section 615 of this title, referred to in subsec. (b), 
means section 615 of title VI of Pub. L. 97–468, Jan. 14, 
1983, 96 Stat. 2577. Title VI of Pub. L. 97–468 is known 
as the Alaska Railroad Transfer Act of 1982 and is clas-
sified principally to this chapter. Under section 615, the 
repeal is effective on the date of transfer to the State 
of Alaska (pursuant to section 1203 of this title) or 
other disposition (pursuant to section 1210 of this title), 
whichever first occurs. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 1202, 1212 of this 
title. 

§ 1209. Reversion 

(a) Reversion or payment to Federal Government 
for conversion to use preventing State-owned 
railroad from continuing to operate 

If, within ten years after the date of transfer 
to the State authorized by section 1203 of this 
title, the Secretary finds that all or part of the 
real property transferred to the State under this 
chapter, except that portion of real property 
which lies within the boundaries of the Denali 
National Park and Preserve, is converted to a 
use that would prevent the State-owned railroad 
from continuing to operate, that real property 
(including permanent improvements to the prop-
erty) shall revert to the United States Govern-
ment, or (at the option of the State) the State 
shall pay to the United States Government an 
amount determined to be the fair market value 
of that property at the time its conversion pre-
vents continued operation of the railroad. 

(b) Reversion upon discontinuance by State of 
use of any land within right-of-way; criteria 
for discontinuance 

If, after the date of transfer pursuant to sec-
tion 1203 of this title, the State discontinues use 
of any land within the right-of-way, the State’s 
interest in such land shall revert to the United 
States. The State shall be considered to have 
discontinued use within the meaning of this sub-
section and subsection (d) of this section when: 

(1) the Governor of the State of Alaska de-
livers to the Secretary of the Interior a notice 
of such discontinuance, including a legal de-
scription of the property subject to the notice, 
and a quitclaim deed thereto; or 

(2) the State has made no use of the land for 
a continuous period of eighteen years for 
transportation, communication, or trans-
mission purposes. Notice of such discontinu-
ance shall promptly be published in the Fed-
eral Register by the Secretary, the Secretary 
of the Interior, or the Secretary of Agri-
culture, and reversion shall be effected one 
year after such notice, unless within such one- 
year period the State brings an appropriate 
action in the United States District Court for 
the District of Alaska to establish that the use 
has been continuing without an eighteen-year 
lapse. Any such action shall have the effect of 
staying reversion until exhaustion of appellate 
review from the final judgment in that action 
or termination of the right to seek such re-
view, whichever first occurs. 

(c) Conveyances by United States subsequent to 
reversion 

Upon such reversion pursuant to subsection (b) 
of this section, the Secretary of the Interior 
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