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(2) make the report available to State and 
local participants. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 381K, as added Pub. L. 
104–127, title VII, § 761, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1146.) 

§ 2009k. Rural development interagency working 
group 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall provide leadership within 
the Executive branch for, and assume respon-
sibility for, establishing an interagency working 
group chaired by the Secretary. 

(b) Duties 

The working group shall establish policy for, 
coordinate, make recommendations with respect 
to, and evaluate the performance of, all Federal 
rural development efforts. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 381L, as added Pub. L. 
104–127, title VII, § 761, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1146.) 

§ 2009l. Duties of Rural Economic and Commu-
nity Development State Offices 

In carrying out this subchapter, the Director 
of a Rural Economic and Community Develop-
ment State Office shall— 

(1) to the maximum extent practicable, en-
sure that the State strategic plan referred to 
in section 2009c of this title is implemented; 

(2) coordinate community development ob-
jectives within the State; 

(3) establish links between local, State, and 
field office program administrators of the De-
partment of Agriculture; 

(4) ensure that recipient communities com-
ply with applicable Federal and State laws and 
requirements; and 

(5) integrate State development programs 
with assistance under this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 381M, as added Pub. L. 
104–127, title VII, § 761, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1146.) 

§ 2009m. Electronic transfer 

The Secretary shall transfer funds in accord-
ance with this subchapter through electronic 
transfer as soon as practicable after April 4, 
1996. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 381N, as added Pub. L. 
104–127, title VII, § 761, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1147.) 

§ 2009n. Rural venture capital demonstration 
program 

(a) In general 

The Secretary may designate for each fiscal 
year up to 10 community development venture 
capital organizations to demonstrate the utility 
of guarantees to attract increased private in-
vestment in rural private business enterprises. 

(b) Rural business investment pool 

(1) Establishment 

To be eligible to participate in the dem-
onstration program, an organization referred 
to in subsection (a) of this section shall estab-

lish a rural business private investment pool 
(referred to in this subsection as a ‘‘pool’’) for 
the purpose of making equity investments in 
rural private business enterprises. 

(2) Guarantee 

From amounts in the national reserve ac-
count of the Trust Fund, the Secretary shall 
guarantee the funds in a pool against loss, ex-
cept that the guarantee shall not exceed an 
amount equal to 30 percent of the total funds 
in the pool. 

(3) Amount 

The Secretary shall issue guarantees cover-
ing not more than $15,000,000 of contingent li-
abilities for each of fiscal years 1996 through 
2002. 

(4) Term 

The term of a guarantee provided under this 
subsection shall not exceed 10 years. 

(5) Submission of plan 

To be eligible to participate in the dem-
onstration program, an organization referred 
to in subsection (a) of this section shall sub-
mit a plan that describes— 

(A) potential sources and uses of the pool 
to be established by the organization; 

(B) the utility of the guarantee authority 
in attracting capital for the pool; and 

(C) on selection, mechanisms for notifying 
State, local, and private nonprofit business 
development organizations and businesses of 
the existence of the pool. 

(6) Competition 

(A) In general 

The Secretary shall conduct a competition 
for the designation and establishment of 
pools. 

(B) Priority 

In conducting the competition, the Sec-
retary shall give priority to organizations 
that— 

(i) have a demonstrated record of per-
formance, or have a board and executive 
director with experience, in venture cap-
ital, small business equity investment, or 
community development finance; 

(ii) propose to serve low-income commu-
nities; 

(iii) propose to maintain an average in-
vestment of not more than $500,000 from 
the pool of the organization; 

(iv) invest funds statewide or in a multi-
county region; and 

(v) propose to target job opportunities 
resulting from the investments primarily 
to economically disadvantaged individ-
uals, as determined by the Secretary. 

(C) Geographic diversity 

To the extent practicable, the Secretary 
shall designate organizations in diverse geo-
graphic areas. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 381O, as added Pub. L. 
104–127, title VII, § 761, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1147.) 

CHAPTER 51—FOOD STAMP PROGRAM 

Sec. 

2011. Congressional declaration of policy. 
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2012. Definitions. 
2012a. Publicly operated community health centers. 
2013. Establishment of program. 

(a) Use of coupons; redeemability. 
(b) Distribution of federally donated 

foods. 
(c) Regulations; transmittal of copy of 

regulations to Congressional com-
mittees prior to issuance. 

2014. Eligible households. 
(a) Income and other financial resources 

as substantial limiting factors in 
obtaining more nutritious diet; re-
cipients under Social Security Act. 

(b) Eligibility standards. 
(c) Gross income standard. 
(d) Income excluded in computing house-

hold income. 
(e) Deductions from income. 
(f) Calculation of household income; pro-

spective or retrospective accounting 
basis; consistency. 

(g) Allowable financial resources which 
eligible household may own. 

(h) Temporary emergency standards of 
eligibility; Food Stamp Disaster 
Task Force; direct assistance to 
State and local officials. 

(i) Attribution of income and resources 
to sponsored aliens; coverage, com-
putations, etc. 

(j) Resource exemption for otherwise ex-
empt households. 

(k) Assistance to third parties included; 
educational benefits; exceptions. 

(l) Earnings to participants of on-the-job 
training programs; exception. 

(m) Simplified calculation of income for 
self-employed. 

2015. Eligibility disqualifications. 
(a) Additional specific conditions render-

ing individuals ineligible. 
(b) Fraud and misrepresentation; dis-

qualification penalties; ineligibility 
period; applicable procedures. 

(c) Refusal to provide necessary informa-
tion. 

(d) Conditions of participation. 
(e) Students. 
(f) Aliens. 
(g) Residents of States which provide 

State supplementary payments. 
(h) Transfer of assets to qualify. 
(i) Comparable treatment for disquali-

fication. 
(j) Disqualification for receipt of mul-

tiple food stamp benefits. 
(k) Disqualification of fleeing felons. 
(l) Custodial parent’s cooperation with 

child support agencies. 
(m) Noncustodial parent’s cooperation 

with child support agencies. 
(n) Disqualification for child support ar-

rears. 
(o) Work requirement. 

2016. Issuance and use of coupons. 
(a) Printing. 
(b) Approved food stores; receipt of cash 

in change for coupons used to pur-
chase food. 

(c) Design of coupons. 
(d) Coupon level inventories; monitor-

ship; monthly operations report. 
(e) Delivery and control procedures. 
(f) State issuance liability. 
(g) Alternative system or documents; 

costs. 
(h) Staggered issuance procedures. 
(i) Electronic benefit transfers. 

Sec. 

(j) State option to issue benefits to cer-
tain individuals made ineligible by 
welfare reform. 

2017. Value of allotment. 
(a) Calculation. 
(b) Benefits not deemed income or re-

sources for certain purposes. 
(c) First month benefits prorated. 
(d) Reduction of public assistance bene-

fits. 
(e) Allotments for households residing in 

centers. 
2018. Approval of retail food stores and wholesale 

food concerns. 
(a) Applications; qualifications; certifi-

cate of approval; periodic reauthor-
ization. 

(b) Effective and efficient operation of 
program; effect of disqualification; 
posting of bond. 

(c) Information submitted by applicants; 
safeguards; disclosure to and use by 
State agencies. 

(d) Hearing upon failure of applicant to 
receive approval; waiting period for 
new application. 

(e) Reporting of abuses by public. 
(f) Limitation on participation of house- 

to-house trade routes. 
2019. Redemption of coupons. 
2020. Administration. 

(a) State responsibility; records, inspec-
tion, and audit. 

(b) Correction of improper denials and 
underissuances. 

(c) Discrimination prohibited. 
(d) Plan of operation by State agency; 

approval by Secretary; Indians. 
(e) Requisites of State plan of operation. 
(f) Nutrition education. 
(g) State noncompliance; correction of 

failures. 
(h) Deposit by State to cover fraudu-

lently or negligently issued cou-
pons. 

(i) Application and denial procedures. 
(j) Notice of availability of benefits and 

applications; revision of memoran-
dum of understanding. 

(k) Use of post offices. 
(l) Special financial audit review of high 

participation States. 
(m) Alaskan fee agents; use and services. 
(n) Verification by State agencies. 
(o) Data processing systems; model plan; 

comprehensive automation and 
computerization; State plans; eval-
uation and report to Congress; cor-
rective measures by State; time for 
implementation. 

(p) State verification option. 
(q) Denial of food stamps for prisoners. 

2021. Civil money penalties and disqualification of 
retail food stores and wholesale food con-
cerns. 

(a) Disqualification or civil penalty. 
(b) Period of disqualification. 
(c) Review. 
(d) Bonds. 
(e) Transfer of ownership; penalty in lieu 

of disqualification period; fines for 
acceptance of loose coupons; judi-
cial action to recover penalty or 
fine. 

(f) Fines for unauthorized third parties 
that accept food stamps. 

(g) Disqualification of retailers who are 
disqualified under WIC program. 

2022. Disposition of claims. 
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(a) Authority of Secretary; review of 
State program investment when 
settling claims; interest on claims 
against State agencies; joint and 
several liability. 

(b) Collection of overissuances. 
(c) Food stamp intercept of unemploy-

ment benefits. 
(d) Recovery of overissuance of coupons. 

2023. Administrative and judicial review; restora-
tion of rights. 

2024. Violations and enforcement. 
(a) Coupon redemption. 
(b) Unauthorized use, transfer, acquisi-

tion, alteration, or possession of 
coupons or authorization cards; res-
titution by convicted individuals. 

(c) Presentation for payment or redemp-
tion of coupons that have been ille-
gally received, transferred, or used. 

(d) Coupons as obligations of the United 
States. 

(e) Failure to provide monthly oper-
ations report; violation of regula-
tions; delivery and control proce-
dures. 

(f) Liability for financial losses involved 
in acceptance, storage, and issuance 
of coupons. 

(g) Forfeiture of property involved in il-
legal food stamp transactions. 

(h) Criminal forfeiture. 
2025. Administrative cost-sharing and quality con-

trol. 
(a) Administrative costs. 
(b) Work supplementation or support 

program. 
(c) Payment error improvement system; 

purposes, establishment, defini-
tions, implementation, etc. 

(d) Assessment and evaluation of pay-
ment error improvement system. 

(e) Use of social security account num-
bers; access to information. 

(f) Payment of certain legal fees. 
(g) Cost sharing for computerization. 
(h) Funding of employment and training 

programs. 
(i) Geographical error-prone profiles. 
(j) Training materials regarding certifi-

cation of farming households. 
(k) Reductions in payments for adminis-

trative costs. 
2026. Research, demonstration, and evaluations. 

(a) Contracts or grants; issuance of ag-
gregate allotments. 

(b) Pilot projects. 
(c) Evaluation measures; pilot programs 

for nutritional monitoring. 
(d) Employment initiatives program. 
(e) Study and report to Congressional 

committees of effect of reduction of 
benefits. 

(f) Demonstration projects for develop-
ment and use of intelligent com-
puter benefit cards to pay food 
stamp benefits. 

(g) Study of effectiveness of food stamp 
employment and training program. 

(h) Demonstration projects for vehicle 
exclusion limits. 

(i) Grants to improve food stamp partici-
pation. 

(j) Testing resource accumulation. 
(k) Demonstration projects directed at 

food coupon trafficking. 
2027. Appropriations and allotments. 

(a) Authorization of allotments; monthly 
reports of expenditures to Congres-
sional committees; restriction on 
use of funds; nutrition education 
improvements. 

Sec. 

(b) Limitation of value of allotments; re-
duction of allotments. 

(c) Manner of reducing allotments. 
(d) Requisite action by Secretary to re-

duce allotments; statement to Con-
gressional committees. 

(e) Disposition of funds collected pursu-
ant to claims. 

(f) Transfer of funds. 
2028. Puerto Rico block grant. 

(a) Appropriations; payment. 
(b) Plan for provision of assistance; ap-

proval; noncompliance. 
(c) Review; technical assistance. 
(d) Penalty for violations. 

2029. Workfare. 
(a) Program plan; guidelines; compli-

ance. 
(b) Exempt household members. 
(c) Valuation or duration of work. 
(d) Nature, conditions, and costs of work. 
(e) Job search period. 
(f) Disqualification. 
(g) Payment of administrative expenses. 

2030. Washington Family Independence Demonstra-
tion Project. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Nature of Project. 
(c) Funding. 
(d) Project application. 
(e) Waiver. 
(f) Construction. 
(g) Project audits. 
(h) Evaluation. 

2031. Food stamp portion of Minnesota Family In-
vestment Plan. 

(a) In general. 
(b) Required terms and conditions of 

Project. 
(c) Additional terms and conditions of 

Project. 
(d) Funding. 
(e) Waiver. 
(f) Project audits. 
(g) Construction. 
(h) Quality control. 
(i) Evaluation. 
(j) Definitions. 

2032. Automated data processing and information 
retrieval systems. 

(a) Standards and procedures for reviews. 
(b) Standards for approval of systems. 
(c) Report. 

2033. Territory of American Samoa. 
2034. Assistance for community food projects. 

(a) ‘‘Community food projects’’ defined. 
(b) Authority to provide assistance. 
(c) Eligible entities. 
(d) Preference for certain projects. 
(e) Matching funds requirements. 
(f) Term of grant. 
(g) Technical assistance and related in-

formation. 
(h) Evaluation. 

2035. Simplified Food Stamp Program. 
(a) ‘‘Federal costs’’ defined. 
(b) Election. 
(c) Operation of Program. 
(d) Approval of Program. 
(e) Increased Federal costs. 
(f) Rules and procedures. 

2036. Availability of commodities for emergency 
food assistance program. 

(a) Purchase of commodities. 
(b) Basis for commodity purchases. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 2270, 3175a, 
3175b of this title; title 8 sections 1255a, 1612; title 20 


