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SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS AMENDMENTS

This section is referred to in section 5 of this title.

§ 2. Same; additional stars

On the admission of a new State into the
Union one star shall be added to the union of the
flag; and such addition shall take effect on the
fourth day of July then next succeeding such ad-
mission.

(July 30, 1947, ch. 389, 61 Stat. 642.)
SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 5 of this title.

§3. Use of flag for advertising purposes; mutila-
tion of flag

Any person who, within the District of Colum-
bia, in any manner, for exhibition or display,
shall place or cause to be placed any word, fig-
ure, mark, picture, design, drawing, or any ad-
vertisement of any nature upon any flag, stand-
ard, colors, or ensign of the United States of
America; or shall expose or cause to be exposed
to public view any such flag, standard, colors, or
ensign upon which shall have been printed,
painted, or otherwise placed, or to which shall
be attached, appended, affixed, or annexed any
word, figure, mark, picture, design, or drawing,
or any advertisement of any nature; or who,
within the District of Columbia, shall manufac-
ture, sell, expose for sale, or to public view, or
give away or have in possession for sale, or to be
given away or for use for any purpose, any arti-
cle or substance being an article of merchandise,
or a receptacle for merchandise or article or
thing for carrying or transporting merchandise,
upon which shall have been printed, painted, at-
tached, or otherwise placed a representation of
any such flag, standard, colors, or ensign, to ad-
vertise, call attention to, decorate, mark, or dis-
tinguish the article or substance on which so
placed shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor
and shall be punished by a fine not exceeding
$100 or by imprisonment for not more than thir-
ty days, or both, in the discretion of the court.
The words ‘‘flag, standard, colors, or ensign’’, as
used herein, shall include any flag, standard,
colors, ensign, or any picture or representation
of either, or of any part or parts of either, made
of any substance or represented on any sub-
stance, of any size evidently purporting to be ei-
ther of said flag, standard, colors, or ensign of
the United States of America or a picture or a
representation of either, upon which shall be
shown the colors, the stars and the stripes, in
any number of either thereof, or of any part or
parts of either, by which the average person see-
ing the same without deliberation may believe
the same to represent the flag, colors, standard,
or ensign of the United States of America.

(July 30, 1947, ch. 389, 61 Stat. 642; Pub. L. 90-381,
§3, July 5, 1968, 82 Stat. 291.)

1968—Pub. L. 90-381 struck out ‘‘; or who, within the
District of Columbia, shall publicly mutilate, deface,
defile or defy, trample upon, or cast contempt, either
by word or act, upon any such flag, standard, colors, or
ensign,” after ‘‘substance on which so placed’.

CROSS REFERENCES

Penalty for desecration of the flag, see section 700 of
Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure.

Police uniforms to display U.S. flag emblem or col-
ors, see section 210a of Title 40, Public Buildings, Prop-
erty, and Works.

§4. Pledge of allegiance to the flag; manner of
delivery

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, ‘I pledge
allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America, and to the Republic for which it
stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.”’, should be rendered
by standing at attention facing the flag with the
right hand over the heart. When not in uniform
men should remove their headdress with their
right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the
hand being over the heart. Persons in uniform
should remain silent, face the flag, and render
the military salute.

(Added Pub. L. 105-225, §2(a), Aug. 12, 1998, 112
Stat. 1494.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

36:172. June 22, 1942, ch. 435, §7, 56
Stat. 380; Dec. 22, 1942, ch.
806, §7, 56 Stat. 1077; Dec.
28, 1945, ch. 607, 59 Stat.
668; June 14, 1954, ch. 297,
68 Stat. 249; July 7, 1976,
Pub. L. 94344, (19), 90
Stat. 813.

§ 5. Display and use of flag by civilians; codifica-
tion of rules and customs; definition

The following codification of existing rules
and customs pertaining to the display and use of
the flag of the United States of America is es-
tablished for the use of such civilians or civilian
groups or organizations as may not be required
to conform with regulations promulgated by one
or more executive departments of the Govern-
ment of the United States. The flag of the
United States for the purpose of this chapter
shall be defined according to sections 1 and 2 of
this title and Executive Order 10834 issued pur-
suant thereto.

(Added Pub. L. 105-225, §2(a), Aug. 12, 1998, 112
Stat. 1494.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

36:173. June 22, 1942, ch. 435, §1, 56
Stat. 377; Dec. 22, 1942, ch.
806, §1, 56 Stat. 1074; July
7, 1976, Pub. L. 94-344, (1),
90 Stat. 810.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Executive Order 10834, referred to in text, is set out
as a note under section 1 of this title.

§ 6. Time and occasions for display

(a) It is the universal custom to display the
flag only from sunrise to sunset on buildings and
on stationary flagstaffs in the open. However,
when a patriotic effect is desired, the flag may
be displayed 24 hours a day if properly illumi-
nated during the hours of darkness.

(b) The flag should be hoisted briskly and low-
ered ceremoniously.

(¢c) The flag should not be displayed on days
when the weather is inclement, except when an
all weather flag is displayed.

(d) The flag should be displayed on all days,
especially on New Year’s Day, January 1; Inau-
guration Day, January 20; Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday, third Monday in January; Lin-
coln’s Birthday, February 12; Washington’s
Birthday, third Monday in February; Easter
Sunday (variable); Mother’s Day, second Sunday
in May; Armed Forces Day, third Saturday in
May; Memorial Day (half-staff until noon), the
last Monday in May; Flag Day, June 14; Inde-
pendence Day, July 4; Labor Day, first Monday
in September; Constitution Day, September 17;
Columbus Day, second Monday in October; Navy
Day, October 27; Veterans Day, November 11;
Thanksgiving Day, fourth Thursday in Novem-
ber; Christmas Day, December 25; and such other
days as may be proclaimed by the President of
the United States; the birthdays of States (date
of admission); and on State holidays.

(e) The flag should be displayed daily on or
near the main administration building of every
public institution.

(f) The flag should be displayed in or near
every polling place on election days.

(g) The flag should be displayed during school
days in or near every schoolhouse.

(Added Pub. L. 105-225, §2(a), Aug. 12, 1998, 112
Stat. 1494; amended Pub. L. 106-80, §1, Oct. 25,
1999, 113 Stat. 1285.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

36:174. June 22, 1942, ch. 435, §2, 56
Stat. 378; Dec. 22, 1942, ch.
806, §2, 56 Stat. 1074; July

1976, Pub. L. 94-344,

7, s
(2)-(5), 90 Stat. 810.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘Veterans Day’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘“‘Armistice Day’’ because of the Act of
June 1, 1954 (ch. 250, 68 Stat. 168).

AMENDMENTS

1999—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 106-80 inserted ‘‘Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s birthday, third Monday in January;”
after ‘‘January 20;”.

§ 7. Position and manner of display

The flag, when carried in a procession with an-
other flag or flags, should be either on the
marching right; that is, the flag’s own right, or,
if there is a line of other flags, in front of the
center of that line.

(a) The flag should not be displayed on a float
in a parade except from a staff, or as provided in
subsection (i) of this section.

(b) The flag should not be draped over the
hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle or of a rail-
road train or a boat. When the flag is displayed
on a motorcar, the staff shall be fixed firmly to
the chassis or clamped to the right fender.

(c) No other flag or pennant should be placed
above or, if on the same level, to the right of the
flag of the United States of America, except dur-
ing church services conducted by naval chap-
lains at sea, when the church pennant may be
flown above the flag during church services for
the personnel of the Navy. No person shall dis-
play the flag of the United Nations or any other
national or international flag equal, above, or in
a position of superior prominence or honor to, or
in place of, the flag of the United States at any
place within the United States or any Territory
or possession thereof: Provided, That nothing in
this section shall make unlawful the continu-
ance of the practice heretofore followed of dis-
playing the flag of the United Nations in a posi-
tion of superior prominence or honor, and other
national flags in positions of equal prominence
or honor, with that of the flag of the United
States at the headquarters of the United Na-
tions.

(d) The flag of the United States of America,
when it is displayed with another flag against a
wall from crossed staffs, should be on the right,
the flag’s own right, and its staff should be in
front of the staff of the other flag.

(e) The flag of the United States of America
should be at the center and at the highest point
of the group when a number of flags of States or
localities or pennants of societies are grouped
and displayed from staffs.

(f) When flags of States, cities, or localities, or
pennants of societies are flown on the same hal-
yvard with the flag of the United States, the lat-
ter should always be at the peak. When the flags
are flown from adjacent staffs, the flag of the
United States should be hoisted first and low-
ered last. No such flag or pennant may be placed
above the flag of the United States or to the
United States flag’s right.

(g) When flags of two or more nations are dis-
played, they are to be flown from separate staffs
of the same height. The flags should be of ap-
proximately equal size. International usage for-
bids the display of the flag of one nation above
that of another nation in time of peace.

(h) When the flag of the United States is dis-
played from a staff projecting horizontally or at
an angle from the window sill, balcony, or front
of a building, the union of the flag should be
placed at the peak of the staff unless the flag is
at half-staff. When the flag is suspended over a
sidewalk from a rope extending from a house to
a pole at the edge of the sidewalk, the flag
should be hoisted out, union first, from the
building.



