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§ 2201. Definitions 

As used in this chapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-

retary of the Interior. 
(2) The term ‘‘Federal Reclamation laws’’ 

means the Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388) 
and Acts supplementary thereto and amend-
atory thereof. 

(3) The term ‘‘Federal Reclamation project’’ 
means any project constructed or funded 
under Federal Reclamation law. Such term in-
cludes projects having approved loans under 

the Small Reclamation Projects Act of 1956 (70 
Stat. 1044) [43 U.S.C. 422a et seq.]. 

(Pub. L. 102–250, § 2, Mar. 5, 1992, 106 Stat. 53.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388) and Acts supple-
mentary thereto and amendatory thereof, referred to in 
par. (2), is act June 17, 1902, ch. 1093, 32 Stat. 388, as 
amended, popularly known as the Reclamation Act, 
which is classified generally to chapter 12 (§ 371 et seq.) 
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 371 
of this title and Tables. 

The Small Reclamation Projects Act of 1956, referred 
to in par. (3), is act Aug. 6, 1956, ch. 972, 70 Stat. 1044, 
as amended, which is classified generally to subchapter 
IV (§ 422a et seq.) of chapter 12 of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see section 
422k of this title and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 102–250 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Reclama-
tion States Emergency Drought Relief Act of 1991’.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER I—DROUGHT PROGRAM 

§ 2211. Assistance during drought; water pur-
chases 

(a) Construction, management, and conservation 

Consistent with existing contractual arrange-
ments and applicable State and applicable Fed-
eral law, and without further authorization, the 
Secretary is authorized to undertake construc-
tion, management, and conservation activities 
that will minimize, or can be expected to have 
an effect in minimizing, losses and damages re-
sulting from drought conditions. Any construc-
tion activities undertaken pursuant to the au-
thority of this subsection shall be limited to 
temporary facilities designed to minimize losses 
and damages from drought conditions, except 
that wells drilled to minimize losses and dam-
ages from drought conditions may be permanent 
facilities. 

(b) Assistance to willing buyers and sellers 

In order to minimize losses and damages re-
sulting from drought conditions, the Secretary 
may provide nonfinancial assistance to willing 
buyers in their purchase of available water sup-
plies from willing sellers. 

(c) Water purchases by Bureau 

In order to minimize losses and damages re-
sulting from drought conditions, the Secretary 
may purchase water from willing sellers, includ-
ing, but not limited to, water made available by 
Federal Reclamation project contractors 
through conservation or other means with re-
spect to which the seller has reduced the con-
sumption of water. Except with respect to water 
stored, conveyed or delivered to Federal and 
State wildlife habitat, the Secretary shall de-
liver such water pursuant to temporary con-
tracts under section 2212 of this title: Provided, 
That any such contract shall require recovery of 
any costs, including interest if applicable, in-
curred by the Secretary in acquiring such water. 

(d) Water banks 

In order to respond to a drought, the Sec-
retary is authorized to participate in water 
banks established by a State. 


