§ 2114

TITLE 46—SHIPPING

than 150 passengers on domestic voyages if the
owner of the vessel—
(A) makes application for inspection to the
Coast Guard within 6 months of the date of
enactment of the Passenger Vessel Safety
Act of 1993; and
(B) provides satisfactory documentation
that the vessel was chartered at least once
within the previous 12 months prior to the
date of enactment of that Act; and
(5) establish different structural fire protection, manning, operating, and equipment requirements for former public vessels of the
United States of at least 100 gross tons but
less than 500 gross tons as measured under section 14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage
measured under section 14302 of this title as
prescribed by the Secretary under section
14104 of this title, carrying not more than 150
passengers on domestic voyages, if the owner
of the vessel—
(A) makes application for inspection to the
Coast Guard within 6 months of the date of
enactment of the Passenger Vessel Safety
Act of 1993; and
(B) provides satisfactory documentation
that the vessel was chartered at least once
within the previous 12 months prior to the
date of enactment of that Act.
(Pub. L. 98–89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 508; Pub. L.
103–206, title V, § 511(a), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat.
2441; Pub. L. 104–324, title VII, § 710, Oct. 19, 1996,
110 Stat. 3935.)
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
Revised section

Source section (U.S. Code)

2113 ..............................................

46:445
46:453

Section 2113 provides the Secretary with the authority to exempt certain vessels from the inspection and
manning requirements of law when vessels are engaged
in excursions or oceanographic research. This is the authority of the issuance of excursion permits when special circumstances justify the waiver of certain maritime safety and seamen’s welfare laws for a short period of time. It also contains flexible exemption authority for regulation of oceanographic research vessels.
REFERENCES IN TEXT
The date of enactment of the Passenger Vessel Safety
Act of 1993, referred to in pars. (4) and (5), is the date
of the enactment of Pub. L. 103–206, which was approved
Dec. 20, 1993.
AMENDMENTS
1996—Par. (4). Pub. L. 104–324, § 710(1), inserted ‘‘as
measured under section 14502 of this title, or an alternate tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title
as prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of
this title’’ after ‘‘less than 300 gross tons’’.
Par. (5). Pub. L. 104–324, § 710(2), inserted ‘‘as measured under section 14502 of this title, or an alternate
tonnage measured under section 14302 of this title as
prescribed by the Secretary under section 14104 of this
title’’ after ‘‘less than 500 gross tons’’.
1993—Pub. L. 103–206 amended section catchline and
text generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘If the Secretary decides that the application of
a provision of part B or F of this subtitle is not necessary in performing the mission of a vessel engaged in
excursions or an oceanographic research vessel, the
Secretary by regulation may—
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‘‘(1) for an excursion vessel, issue a special permit
specifying the conditions of operation and equipment;
and
‘‘(2) exempt the oceanographic research vessel from
that provision under conditions the Secretary may
specify.’’
SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 3306 of this title.

§ 2114. Protection of seamen against discrimination
(a) An owner, charterer, managing operator,
agent, master, or individual in charge of a vessel
may not discharge or in any manner discriminate against a seaman because the seaman in
good faith has reported or is about to report to
the Coast Guard that the seaman believes that a
violation of this subtitle, or a regulation issued
under this subtitle, has occurred.
(b) A seaman discharged or otherwise discriminated against in violation of this section may
bring an action in an appropriate district court
of the United States. In that action, the court
may order any appropriate relief, including—
(1) restraining violations of this section; and
(2) reinstatement to the seaman’s former position with back pay.
(Added Pub. L. 98–557, § 13(a), Oct. 30, 1984, 98
Stat. 2863.)
§ 2115. Civil penalty to enforce alcohol and dangerous drug testing
Any person who fails to implement or conduct,
or who otherwise fails to comply with the requirements prescribed by the Secretary for,
chemical testing for dangerous drugs or for evidence of alcohol use, as prescribed under this
subtitle or a regulation prescribed by the Secretary to carry out the provisions of this subtitle, is liable to the United States Government
for a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 for
each violation. Each day of a continuing violation shall constitute a separate violation.
(Added Pub. L. 104–324, title III, § 303(a), Oct. 19,
1996, 110 Stat. 3917; amended Pub. L. 105–383, title
III, § 304(b), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3419.)
AMENDMENTS
1998—Pub. L. 105–383 substituted ‘‘$5,000’’ for ‘‘$1,000’’.

CHAPTER 23—OPERATION OF VESSELS
GENERALLY
Sec.

2301.
2302.
2303.
2303a.
2304.
2305.
2306.

Application.
Penalties for negligent operations and interfering with safe operation.
Duties related to marine casualty assistance
and information.
Post serious marine casualty alcohol testing.
Duty to provide assistance at sea.
Injunctions.
Vessel reporting requirements.
HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Chapter 23 lists requirements that relate to the general operation of all vessels. These include penalties
and injunctive relief for negligent operation of a vessel.
It also provides penalties for failure to render assistance.
AMENDMENTS
1998—Pub. L. 105–383, title III, §§ 302(b), 304(d)(2), Nov.
13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3418, 3420, added item 2302, struck out

