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(2) recommendations for improvements in
the design or implementation of programs for
the protection of the marine environment; and

(3) available data and information concern-
ing ecosystem health within the region.

(b) Transmittal to Congress

Upon receipt of a report prepared by a Board
under subsection (a) of this section, the Admin-
istrator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration and the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency shall
transmit a copy of such report to the Commit-
tees on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
and on Environment and Public Works of the
Senate and to the Committee on Merchant Ma-
rine and Fisheries of the House of Representa-
tives.

(Pub. L. 92-532, title IV, §406, as added Pub. L.
101-593, title III, §301, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat.
2969.)

ABOLITION OF HOUSE COMMITTEE ON MERCHANT MARINE
AND FISHERIES

Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries of
House of Representatives abolished and its jurisdiction
transferred by House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred
Fourth Congress, Jan. 4, 1995. Committee on Merchant
Marine and Fisheries of House of Representatives treat-
ed as referring to Committee on Science of House of
Representatives in case of provisions relating to ma-
rine research by section 1(b)(3) of Pub. L. 104-14, set out
as a note preceding section 21 of Title 2, The Congress.

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 1447b of this
title.

§ 1447f. Authorization of appropriations
(a) In general

For purposes of carrying out the provisions of
this chapter, there are authorized to be appro-
priated $18,000,000 for each of the fiscal years
1992 through 1996.

(b) Allocation

(1) Of funds appropriated in any fiscal year,
not more than $500,000 shall be reserved for ad-
ministration of this chapter by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and
the Environmental Protection Agency.

(2) Funds appropriated in a fiscal year which
are available after allocation pursuant to para-
graph (1), shall be used to support the adminis-
trative costs of Boards established pursuant to
section 1447b(a) of this title, provided that such
funding does not exceed $300,000 for each re-
search Board in each fiscal year.

(3) Seventy-five percent of funds appropriated
in a fiscal year available after allocation pursu-
ant to paragraphs (1) and (2), shall be allocated
equally among Boards located in regions sub-
mitting research project grant applications pur-
suant to section 1447d(b) of this title.

(4) Twenty-five percent of funds appropriated
in a fiscal year available after allocation pursu-
ant to paragraphs (1) and (2), shall be allocated
among Boards located in regions submitting re-
search project grant applications pursuant to
section 1447d(b) of this title which, in the judg-
ment of the Administrator of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, in
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consultation with the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, propose the
most needed and highest quality research.

(Pub. L. 92-532, title IV, §407, as added Pub. L.
101-593, title III, §301, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat.
2969.)
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§1451. Congressional findings
The Congress finds that—
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(a) There is a national interest in the effective
management, beneficial use, protection, and de-
velopment of the coastal zone.

(b) The coastal zone is rich in a variety of nat-
ural, commercial, recreational, ecological, in-
dustrial, and esthetic resources of immediate
and potential value to the present and future
well-being of the Nation.

(c) The increasing and competing demands
upon the lands and waters of our coastal zone
occasioned by population growth and economic
development, including requirements for indus-
try, commerce, residential development, recre-
ation, extraction of mineral resources and fossil
fuels, transportation and navigation, waste dis-
posal, and harvesting of fish, shellfish, and other
living marine resources, have resulted in the
loss of living marine resources, wildlife, nutri-
ent-rich areas, permanent and adverse changes
to ecological systems, decreasing open space for
public use, and shoreline erosion.

(d) The habitat areas of the coastal zone, and
the fish, shellfish, other living marine resources,
and wildlife therein, are ecologically fragile and
consequently extremely vulnerable to destruc-
tion by man’s alterations.

(e) Important ecological, cultural, historic,
and esthetic values in the coastal zone which
are essential to the well-being of all citizens are
being irretrievably damaged or lost.

(f) New and expanding demands for food, en-
ergy, minerals, defense needs, recreation, waste
disposal, transportation, and industrial activi-
ties in the Great Lakes, territorial sea, exclu-
sive economic zone, and Outer Continental Shelf
are placing stress on these areas and are creat-
ing the need for resolution of serious conflicts
among important and competing uses and values
in coastal and ocean waters;

(g) Special natural and scenic characteristics
are being damaged by ill-planned development
that threatens these values.

(h) In light of competing demands and the ur-
gent need to protect and to give high priority to
natural systems in the coastal zone, present
state and local institutional arrangements for
planning and regulating land and water uses in
such areas are inadequate.

(i) The key to more effective protection and
use of the land and water resources of the coast-
al zone is to encourage the states to exercise
their full authority over the lands and waters in
the coastal zone by assisting the states, in co-
operation with Federal and local governments
and other vitally affected interests, in develop-
ing land and water use programs for the coastal
zone, including unified policies, criteria, stand-
ards, methods, and processes for dealing with
land and water use decisions of more than local
significance.

(j) The national objective of attaining a great-
er degree of energy self-sufficiency would be ad-
vanced by providing Federal financial assistance
to meet state and local needs resulting from new
or expanded energy activity in or affecting the
coastal zone.

(k) Land uses in the coastal zone, and the uses
of adjacent lands which drain into the coastal
zone, may significantly affect the quality of
coastal waters and habitats, and efforts to con-
trol coastal water pollution from land use ac-
tivities must be improved.
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