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A prior section 77a, based on H. Res. No. 890, Ninety- 
second Congress, Oct. 4, 1972, enacted into permanent 
law by Pub. L. 92–607, ch. V, § 508, Oct. 31, 1972, 86 Stat. 
1509, set forth the compensation of the Sergeant at 
Arms at equal to the annual rate of basic pay fixed for 
level IV of the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 78. Duties of Sergeant at Arms 

It shall be the duty of the Sergeant at Arms of 
the House of Representatives to attend the 
House during its sittings, to maintain order 
under the direction of the Speaker, and, pending 
the election of a Speaker or Speaker pro tem-
pore, under the direction of the Clerk, execute 
the commands of the House and all processes is-
sued by authority thereof, directed to him by 
the Speaker. 

(Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1256, § 1, 26 Stat. 645; Pub. L. 
104–186, title II, § 204(25)(A), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1733.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 struck out ‘‘, keep the accounts 
for the pay and mileage of Members and Delegates, and 
pay them as provided by law’’ after ‘‘directed to him by 
the Speaker’’. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY OF SERGEANT AT ARMS 

Pub. L. 104–53, title III, § 313, Nov. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 
538, provided that: 

‘‘(a) The Sergeant at Arms of the House of Represent-
atives shall have the same law enforcement authority, 
including the authority to carry firearms, as a member 
of the Capitol Police. The law enforcement authority 
under the preceding sentence shall be subject to the re-
quirement that the Sergeant at Arms have the quali-
fications specified in subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) The qualifications referred to in subsection (a) 
are the following: 

‘‘(1) A minimum of five years of experience as a law 
enforcement officer before beginning service as the 
Sergeant at Arms. 

‘‘(2) Current certification in the use of firearms by 
the appropriate Federal law enforcement entity or an 
equivalent non-Federal entity. 

‘‘(3) Any other firearms qualification required for 
members of the Capitol Police. 
‘‘(c) The Committee on House Oversight [now Com-

mittee on House Administration] of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall have authority to prescribe regula-
tions to carry out this section.’’ 

§ 79. Symbol of office of Sergeant at Arms 

The symbol of his office shall be the mace, 
which shall be borne by him while enforcing 
order on the floor. 

(Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1256, § 2, 26 Stat. 645.) 

§ 80. Disbursement of compensation of House 
Members by Chief Administrative Officer 

The moneys which have been, or may be, ap-
propriated for the compensation and mileage of 
Members and Delegates shall be paid at the 
Treasury on requisitions drawn by the Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer of the House of Representa-
tives, and shall be kept, disbursed, and ac-
counted for by him according to law, and he 
shall be a disbursing officer, but he shall not be 
entitled to any compensation additional to the 
salary fixed by law. 

(Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1256, § 3, 26 Stat. 645; Pub. L. 
104–186, title II, § 204(25)(B), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1734.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 substituted ‘‘Chief Administra-
tive Officer’’ for ‘‘Sergeant-at-Arms’’. 

§ 80a. Deductions by Chief Administrative Officer 
in disbursement of gratuity appropriations 

The Chief Administrative Officer of the House 
of Representatives is authorized, in the dis-
bursement of gratuity appropriations, to make 
deductions of such amounts as may be due to or 
through his office or as may be due the House of 
Representatives. 

(May 29, 1928, ch. 853, § 1, 45 Stat. 885; Pub. L. 
104–186, title II, § 204(26), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1734.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 substituted ‘‘Chief Administra-
tive Officer of the House of Representatives’’ for ‘‘Ser-
geant-at-Arms of the House’’. 

§ 81. Repealed. Pub. L. 93–344, title V, § 505(2), 
July 12, 1974, 88 Stat. 322 

Section, act July 2, 1954, ch. 455, title I, 68 Stat. 400, 
directed that the fiscal year for the adjustment of the 
accounts of Sergeant at Arms of House for compensa-
tion and mileage of Members, Delegates, and Resident 
Commissioner extend from July 1 to June 30. 

§§ 81a to 81c. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 204(27)–(29), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1734 

Section 81a, act July 26, 1949, ch. 366, 63 Stat. 482, re-
lated to audits and reports of fiscal records of Sergeant 
at Arms of House. 

Section 81b, based on H. Res. No. 465, Eighty-fourth 
Congress, Apr. 11, 1956, enacted into permanent law by 
act June 27, 1956, ch. 453, title I, § 103, 70 Stat. 370, relat-
ed to payment from House contingent fund for restora-
tion or adjustment of trust fund account of Sergeant at 
Arms. 

Section 81c, based on H. Res. No. 144, Eighty-fifth 
Congress, Feb. 7, 1957, enacted into permanent law by 
Pub. L. 85–75, title I, § 103, July 1, 1957, 71 Stat. 256, re-
lated to purchase of and payment for insurance of office 
funds of Sergeant at Arms of House. 

§ 82. Repealed. Pub. L. 92–310, title II, § 220(d), 
(e), June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 204 

Section, acts Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1256, §§ 4, 5, 26 Stat. 645, 
646; Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 177, § 5, 28 Stat. 807, required Ser-
geant at Arms of House of Representatives to give a 
bond in sum of $50,000. 

§ 83. Tenure of office of Sergeant at Arms 

Any person duly elected and qualified as Ser-
geant at Arms of the House of Representatives 
shall continue in said office until his successor 
is chosen and qualified subject, however, to re-
moval by the House of Representatives. 

(Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1256, § 6, 26 Stat. 646.) 

§§ 84, 84–1. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 204(30), (31), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1734 

Section 84, act Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1256, § 7, 26 Stat. 646, 
related to statement of disbursements by Sergeant at 
Arms. 

Section 84–1, based on H. Res. No. 6, Ninety-eighth 
Congress, Jan. 3, 1983, enacted into permanent law by 
Pub. L. 98–51, title I, § 110, July 14, 1983, 97 Stat. 269, 
fixed compensation of Postmaster of House of Rep-
resentatives. 


