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the heroics, tediousness, horrors, and tri-
umphs of war.

(8) The Library of Congress, as the Nation’s
oldest Federal cultural institution and largest
and most inclusive library in human history
(with nearly 119,000,000 items in its multi-
media collection)?! is an appropriate repository
to collect, preserve, and make available to the
public an archive of these oral histories. The
Library’s American Folklife Center has exper-
tise in the management of documentation
projects and experience in the development of
cultural and educational programs for the

public.
(b) Purpose

It is the purpose of this subchapter to create
a new federally sponsored, authorized, and fund-
ed program that will coordinate at a national
level the collection of video and audio record-
ings of personal histories and testimonials of
American war veterans, and to assist and en-
courage local efforts to preserve the memories
of this Nation’s war veterans so that Americans
of all current and future generations may hear
directly from veterans and better appreciate the
realities of war and the sacrifices made by those
who served in uniform during wartime.

(Pub. L. 106-380, §2, Oct. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 1447.)
SHORT TITLE

For short title of this subchapter as the ‘‘Veterans’
Oral History Project Act’, see section 1 of Pub. L.
106-380, set out as a note under section 2101 of this title.

§2142. Establishment of program at American
Folklife Center to collect video and audio re-
cordings of histories of veterans

(a) In general

The Director of the American Folklife Center
at the Library of Congress shall establish an
oral history program—

(1) to collect video and audio recordings of
personal histories and testimonials of veterans
of the Armed Forces who served during a pe-
riod of war;

(2) to create a collection of the recordings
obtained (including a catalog and index) which
will be available for public use through the
National Digital Library of the Library of
Congress and such other methods as the Direc-
tor considers appropriate to the extent fea-
sible subject to available resources; and

(3) to solicit, reproduce, and collect written
materials (such as letters and diaries) relevant
to the personal histories of veterans of the
Armed Forces who served during a period of
war and to catalog such materials in a manner
the Director considers appropriate, consistent
with and complimentary?! to the efforts de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2).

(b) Use of and consultation with other entities

The Director may carry out the activities de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (3) of subsection (a)
of this section through agreements and partner-
ships entered into with other government and
private entities, and may otherwise consult with

180 in original. Probably should be followed by a comma.
180 in original. Probably should be complementary.
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interested persons (within the limits of avail-
able resources) and develop appropriate guide-
lines and arrangements for soliciting, acquiring,
and making available recordings under the pro-
gram under this subchapter.
(c¢) Timing

As soon as practicable after October 27, 2000,
the Director shall begin collecting video and
audio recordings under subsection (a)(1) of this
section, and shall attempt to collect the first
such recordings from the oldest veterans.

(Pub. L. 106-380, §3, Oct. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 1448.)
SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS
This section is referred to in section 2143 of this title.

§2143. Private support
(a) Acceptance of donations

The Librarian of Congress may solicit and ac-
cept donations of funds and in-kind contribu-
tions to carry out the oral history program
under section 2142 of this title.

(b) Establishment of separate gift account

There is established in the Treasury (among
the accounts of the Library of Congress) a gift
account for the oral history program under sec-
tion 2142 of this title.

(c) Dedication of funds

Notwithstanding any other provision of law—
(1) any funds donated to the Librarian of
Congress to carry out the oral history pro-
gram under section 2142 of this title shall be
deposited entirely into the gift account estab-
lished under subsection (b) of this section;

(2) the funds contained in such account shall
be used solely to carry out the oral history
program under section 2142 of this title; and

(3) the Librarian of Congress may not de-
posit into such account any funds donated to
the Librarian which are not donated for the
exclusive purpose of carrying out the oral his-
tory program under section 2142 of this title.

(Pub. L. 106-380, §4, Oct. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 1448.)
§2144. Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this subchapter—
(1) $250,000 for fiscal year 2001; and
(2) such sums as may be necessary for each
succeeding fiscal year.

(Pub. L. 106-380, §5, Oct. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 1449.)
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