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(Pub. L. 95471, title IV, §402, as added Pub. L.
101-392, title III, §312, Sept. 25, 1990, 104 Stat. 804;
amended Pub. L. 105-244, title IX, §901(b)(6), Oct.
7,1998, 112 Stat. 1828.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Navajo Community College Act, referred to in
subsecs. (a) and (c¢), is Pub. L. 92-189, Dec. 15, 1971, 85
Stat. 646, as amended, which is classified to section 640a
et seq. of this title. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 640a of this title and Tables.

This subchapter, referred to at the end of subsec. (c),
was in the original ‘‘this part’” and was translated as
reading ‘‘this title”’ to reflect the probable intent of
Congress because title IV of Pub. L. 95471, which com-
prises this subchapter, does not contain parts.

AMENDMENTS

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105-244 substituted ‘‘col-
leges or universities” for ‘‘community colleges’ in in-
troductory provisions.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 105-244 effective Oct. 1, 1998,
except as otherwise provided in Pub. L. 105-244, see sec-
tion 3 of Pub. L. 105-244, set out as a note under section
1001 of Title 20, Education.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Subchapter effective July 1, 1991, see section 702(a) of
Pub. L. 101-392, set out as a note under section 3423a of
Title 20, Education.

SHORT TITLE

For short title of title IV of Pub. L. 95471, which en-
acted this subchapter, as the ‘“Tribal Economic Devel-
opment and Technology Related Education Assistance
Act of 1990, see section 401 of Pub. L. 95471, set out as
a Short Title of 1990 Amendment note under section
1801 of this title.

§ 1852. Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated for
grants under this subchapter, $2,000,000 for fiscal
year 1999 and such sums as may be necessary for
each of the 4 succeeding fiscal years.

(Pub. L. 95471, title IV, §403, as added Pub. L.
101-392, title III, §312, Sept. 25, 1990, 104 Stat. 805;
amended Pub. L. 102-325, title XIII, §1301(c), July
23, 1992, 106 Stat. 797; Pub. L. 1056-244, title IX,
§901(a)(2)(C), Oct. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 1827.)

AMENDMENTS

1998—Pub. L. 105-244 substituted ‘1999’ for ‘‘1993"".

1992—Pub. L. 102-325 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions authorizing appropriations for fis-
cal years 1993 to 1997 for provisions authorizing appro-
priations for fiscal years 1991 to 1996.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 105-244 effective Oct. 1, 1998,
except as otherwise provided in Pub. L. 105-244, see sec-
tion 3 of Pub. L. 105-244, set out as a note under section
1001 of Title 20, Education.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 102-325 effective Oct. 1, 1992,
see section 2 of Pub. L. 102-325, set out as a note under
section 1001 of Title 20, Education.
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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This chapter is referred to in sections 941h, 1300j-7,
1653, 1727 of this title; title 42 sections 622, 674, 1996b.

§1901. Congressional findings

Recognizing the special relationship between
the United States and the Indian tribes and
their members and the Federal responsibility to
Indian people, the Congress finds—

(1) that clause 3, section 8, article I of the
United States Constitution provides that ‘“The
Congress shall have Power * * * To regulate
Commerce * * * with Indian tribes!” and,
through this and other constitutional author-
ity, Congress has plenary power over Indian
affairs;

(2) that Congress, through statutes, treaties,
and the general course of dealing with Indian
tribes, has assumed the responsibility for the
protection and preservation of Indian tribes
and their resources;
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(3) that there is no resource that is more
vital to the continued existence and integrity
of Indian tribes than their children and that
the United States has a direct interest, as
trustee, in protecting Indian children who are
members of or are eligible for membership in
an Indian tribe;

(4) that an alarmingly high percentage of In-
dian families are broken up by the removal,
often unwarranted, of their children from
them by nontribal public and private agencies
and that an alarmingly high percentage of
such children are placed in non-Indian foster
and adoptive homes and institutions; and

(5) that the States, exercising their recog-
nized jurisdiction over Indian child custody
proceedings through administrative and judi-
cial bodies, have often failed to recognize the
essential tribal relations of Indian people and
the cultural and social standards prevailing in
Indian communities and families.

(Pub. L. 95-608, §2, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3069.)
SHORT TITLE

Section 1 of Pub. L. 95-608 provided: ‘‘That this Act
[enacting this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Indian
Child Welfare Act of 1978.”

§ 1902. Congressional declaration of policy

The Congress hereby declares that it is the
policy of this Nation to protect the best inter-
ests of Indian children and to promote the sta-
bility and security of Indian tribes and families
by the establishment of minimum Federal
standards for the removal of Indian children
from their families and the placement of such
children in foster or adoptive homes which will
reflect the unique values of Indian culture, and
by providing for assistance to Indian tribes in
the operation of child and family service pro-
grams.

(Pub. L. 95-608, §3, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3069.)
§ 1903. Definitions

For the purposes of this chapter, except as
may be specifically provided otherwise, the
term—

(1) ‘“‘child custody proceeding’ shall mean
and include—

(i) ‘“‘foster care placement’” which shall
mean any action removing an Indian child
from its parent or Indian custodian for tem-
porary placement in a foster home or insti-
tution or the home of a guardian or con-
servator where the parent or Indian custo-
dian cannot have the child returned upon de-
mand, but where parental rights have not
been terminated;

(ii) ““termination of parental rights’’ which
shall mean any action resulting in the ter-
mination of the parent-child relationship;

(iii) ‘‘preadoptive placement’ which shall
mean the temporary placement of an Indian
child in a foster home or institution after
the termination of parental rights, but prior
to or in lieu of adoptive placement; and

(iv) ‘“‘adoptive placement’” which shall
mean the permanent placement of an Indian
child for adoption, including any action re-
sulting in a final decree of adoption.



